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VIRG INIA. 

ARTICLE XLVI . 

.Antrim Pariah, Halifax Oounty. 

WHO Halifax county was divided from Lunenburg, in 1752. it 
eomprehended all that is now Pittsylvania, Henry, Franklin, and 
Patrick. Antrim parish was coextensive with the county. At 
the time of its establishment it is probable, from certain entries in 
the vestry-book, that there were no churches or chapels in its wide 
extent, for the readers who had been appointed before the separa
tion-four in number-were reappointed, and several gentlemen 
were allowed to have services in their own houses, doubtless for the 
benefit of their neighbours as well as their own families, Besides 
this, when the first minister was settled among them he was required 
to officiate at six dift'erent places, at no one of which was there a 
church or chapel, though at some of them buildings were about to 
be erected. Four were ordered at some of the earliest meetings 
of the vestry, and others afterward. One or the places of reading 
is recognised as being on Pigg River, in Franklin county that now 
is. The buildings were small, either' log or frame, and not very 
durable, generally. The first movement toward getting a minister 
was in the year 1752, when a title to the parish was given to a Mr. 
William Chisholm, a candidate for Orders, who wished to be pre
pared with that indispensable qualification when he should present 
himself to the Bishop of London; but, as usual, there was this 
condition :-" Provided, on his return, the vestry approved of him 
for their minister, or should not have accepted any other in hie 

s; 

Digitized by Google 



10 OLD CHURCHES, MINISTERS, AND 

absence." Nothing more is heard:>f Mr. Chisholm; ncr can I find 
his naDle on any of the lists of clergy ordained by tl:e Bishop of 
London for any part of America. 

What follows in regard to the parish of Antrim I take from a 
letter of the Rev. Mr. Dresser, in the year 1880, addressed to the 
Rev. Drs. Hawks and Rutledge, who were then en6aged in writing 
a history of the dift'erent dioceses of the IJhurch in this country. 

THE REV. MR. DRBSSER'S LBTTER. 

IC The earliest mention of a clergyman in the minutes of the vestry 18 

in 1753, when it was 'ordered that two thousand pounds of tobacco be 
paid to the Rev. Mr. Proctor, for services by him done and performed for 
this pM1sh.' And at the same meeting, 'on motion of James Foulis, 
oleo 1. • nd for reasons appearing to this vestry, he is received and taken 
au .:lilllster of this parish.' The name of Mr. Foulis continues to app.:onl' 
on the minutes of the vestry until 1759, when tradition relates that he 
went away, nobody knew whither, and that he was not for a long time, if 
ever afterward, heard from. In 1762 the Rev. Thomas Thompson offi
ciated a few months, and then resigned his charge, in consequence of hi" 
age and the extent of the parish. The next spring the Rev. Alexan del' 
Gordon, from Scotland, became rector of the parish, and continued t<> 
officiate until the commencement of our Revolution, when, being disaffeotetf. 
toward the new order of things, he retired, and spent his remaining day'l 
near Petersburg. Some of his descendants are still remaining in tlJe 
parish, among w!;..,m are some of the brightest ornameots and chief BU:p

porters of the Church. Of his own mOl'lils, however, and those of hiS 
predecessor, (Foulis,) tradition does not speak in unmeasured terms. 

"From the time of his departure until 1i8i, I find no parish records, 
and know but little of the Church during that interval. The Rev. James 
Craig, of Cumberland parish, Lunenburg, however, officiated a part of the 
time in this county during three or four of the last years,-a gentleman 
highly esteemed both as a man and a preacher. 

"In May, 1787, a Convention of the deputies from the several parishes 
of the State was held at Riohmond, and an ordinance passed, regulating 
the appointment of vest-:ies, &c. The same year a new vestry was elected 
in this county, and, in 1790, Rev. Alexander Hay, likewise from Scotland, 
was inducted into the parish. He is represented as having been a man 
of superior talents and attainments, and, from some speoimens of his ser
mons which I have met with, he seems to have been strictly orthodox and 
evangelical; but, if report speak truly, he was not endowed by nature 
with a very mild temper, and he soon found himself in a situation not the 
most favourable for the cultivation of the passive virtues of our religion 
He was hardly inducted into the parish before petitions began to be pre
sented to the Legislature for the sale of the glebe, but without BUCCesa. 

As serving to throw some light on the condition of the parish and Churoh 
at that time, I shall send you herewith two manuscripts from the pen of 
Mr. Hay,-one an address to the yestry or parish generally, and the other 
a remonstrance to t l ~ :r ..egislature. The ill temper manifested by him in 
th~ and oth. ! /".\nsaotions, or some other cause, made several of the 
mUdt influential gentlemen in the county his personal enemies, and they 
neglected no means to harass and thwart him. Some of them he prose-
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c."Uted for s1ander, but obtained no~. Under the operation of such 
causes, as you may well suppose, the Cnurch continued to decline. To 
give you some idea of the rapidity of this decline, I will make a few ex· 
tracts from the parish register during the first tweoty years of Mr. Hay'. 
ministry :-

"'1792. Baptisms, 89 whites, 35 blacks. 
"'1802. Baptisms, 31 whites, 6 blacks. 
"'1810. Baptisms, 6 whites, 7 blacks. 

Done.' 

Marriages, 11. Funerals, 1.' 
Marriages, S. Funerals, 6.' 
Marriages, none. Funerals, 

.. DuriDg the same time the whole amount of subscriptions in the parish 
for his support, the glebe then being occupied by him, was three hundred 
aud forty-five pounds six shillings and elevenpence,-a liule more than 
aeventeen pounds per annum. 'For the last seven yeara of this time,' he 
_ys, 'during which my attendance was not constant, and my services partly 
discontinued, from an almost total want of encouragement of any kind, 
th~re was nothing subscribed.' 

.. I negleeted to say, in the proper place, that measures were early taken 
for the erection of churches in different parts of the parish. Of these, 
one was rebuilt by subscription in 1793-94, but, no title to the land having 
been secured, it was afterward converted into a dwelling-house. Another, 
having fallen into disuse and being out of repair, was taken down and tha 
materials used in the erection of a Baptist meeting-house. A third, having 
been sometimes used for the double purpose of a tobacco-barn and stable, 
was demolished and some of the timbers used in building a store on the 
same site. The last, having been repaired in 1795-96, was burned to the 
ground a few years since, having been set on fire by some one, it is said, 
who wished to obtain the nails. It is proper to rcmark that it had beon 
some time unused, and was probably in a dilapidated state. 

"In 1816 or 1817, after the Church had begun to revive in other parts 
of the State, and the late Bishop Ravenscroft was beginning to make her 
elaims known in the adjoining county of Mecklenbul"Jl:, a small edifice was 
erected about three miles from this place, in which JUr. Hay preaohed a 
few times before his death, which ocourred in 1819. Here also Mr. Ra. 
venscroft occasionally preached before his elevation to the Episcopacy, and 
admitted three or four persons to the communion. The situation of this 
church not proving favourable for an Episcopal congregrttion, it has rc· 
cently been sold to the Methodists and the proceeds appropriated toward 
t.he erection of another in this village . 

.. In 1814, Evan Ragland, Esq., dying, left a large estate, consisting of 
land, negroes, &c., to the Church, with various provisions, but designed 
primarily and chiefly for the support of a minister or ministers in this 
parish. This will was contested by the heirs-at·law of said Ragland, and 
Its execution opposed on several grounds. Accordingly a suit wall com
menced by !lr. Hay on the part of the Church, he being partioularly in
terested, and the case was decided in his favour in the Court of Chancery. 
From thence it was carried up to the Court of Appeals, where the decision 
was likely to be reversed. After the death of lUre Hay, however, agents 
ur commissioners were appointed by the Convention on the part of tht' 
Church, who were authorized to make a compromise with the heirs of Mr 
Ragland. This they effeeted, and the case was of course dismissed fron} 
court. By the terms of the compromise, the land, which in the mean time 
had considerably depreciated in value, was sold, and bonds to one-fourth 
:If tl:.~ amount were executed to the agents for the purposes specified in 
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the will. The last of the bonds is now due, and the Convention is ex 
pected to determine at its next meeting what shall be done with thE 
money, amounting to one thousand seven hundred or one thousand eight 
hundred dollars. 

"In 1820 or 1821, the Bev. Mr. Wingfield-now of Portsmouth parish. 
near Norfolk, but then residing with Mr. Ravenscroft-officiated several 
months, perhaps a year, in the county, with the view of permanently esta
blishing himself; but he did not meet with sufficient encouragement to 
persevere. Four or five yean since, .air. Steel, the successor of Bishop 
Ravenscroft in Mecklenburg, was called to the county to perform some 
official duty. This led to an arrangement for him to preach once a month 
tAt Mount Laurel Church, which had been built a few yean previous, 
3hiefly by Episcopalians, but with the condition that it should be free to 
othen when not used by them. Subsequently he made an arrangement. 
to presch one Sunday in a month also in the court-house, which he con
tinued to do until the close of 1828. In the spring of the same year I 
received ordination, and was directed by the Bishop to make this the field 
of my laboun. These I commenced the fint Sunday in June, and 19'18 

well received by a few, though I found great ignorance of the Church 
prevailing, and, among many, the most bitter prejudices against her. 
These prejudices, I am happy to say, appear to be dying away, and the 
Prayer-Book is beeoming more and more popular. During the last year 
I have admitted to the Communion eight pel'BOns, and baptized three adults 
and si.::a: children. A commodious brick church ill now nearly ready for 
consecration in this village, and a smaller place of won hip has been erected 
for me during the past year in another part of the county. )[y Sunday 
labours are divided between these congregations, but I am often invited 
to preach in Baptist and. Methodist meeting-houses; and, did my stated 
duties permit, I might preach much oftener than I do, where twenty yean 
ago a minister of our Church would have had little but the bare walls for 
an auditory. This I mention merely to show the decline of prejudice. 

"Thus I have given the annals of my parish as far as I have been able 
to collect them; and, lest I should prove tediously prolix, I will touch 
upon but one point more. It is stated, in an article which I saw BODIe 
time ago, from the 'Protestant Episcopalian,' and, I presuwe, from one 
of you, that }-'",trick Henry was once an infidel, &c. His widow and 
BODle of his descendants are residing in this county, and I am authorized 
by one of them to say that the anecdote related is Dot true. He e\Oer had, 
I am informed, a very great abhorrence of infidelity, and actually wrote 
an answer to 'Paine's Age of Reason,' but destroyed it before his death. 
His widow has informed me that he received the Communion as of teD as 
an opportunity was offered, and on such occasions always fasted until after 
he had communicated, and spent the day in the greatest retirement. This 
he did both while Governor and afterward. Had he lived a few years 
lODger, he would have probably done much to check the immoral influence 
of one of his compatriots, whose works are now diffusing the poison :l~ 
iDfidelity throughout our land." 

Mr. Dresser became the minister of this parish in 1828, and 
continued in it until 1838, when he was succeeded by its present 
rector, the Rev. John Grammar. Under his ministry the congre
gati(\n has become one of the largest in the dioceBC'. A church a.t 

Digitized by Google 



I'AMILIli:S OF VIRGINIA. 13 

Meadville was built many years since, but has failed to eft"ect what 
was hoped from it. A large and costly church has been built at 
the court-house, in place of the one mentioned by Mr. Dresser, in 
which one of our largest country-congregations assemble every 
Sabbath. 

Lilt of 1M old Yatr,vmea of Amnm Pariih, froM 1752 to --

James Terry, Richard Echols, Thos. Dillard, Thos. Calloway, Richard 
Brown, William !rby, Merry Webb, Peter Wilson, William Wynne, John 
Guillingtine, John Owen, Nathaniel Terry, Geo. Currie, Samuel Harris, 
Andrew Wade, Jas. Dillard, Robert Wooding, Archibald Gordon, John 
Bates, }4~dward Booker, Hugh Junis, Geo. Watkins, Alexander Gordon, 
Thomas Tunstall, John Donaldson, Evan Ragland, Benjamin Dickson, 
William Thompson, George Boyd, Moses Terry, William Sims, Walter 
Coles, Edward Wade, Isaac Coles, John Coleman, William Tb8?r' Michael 
Roberts, John Ragland, Armistead Washington, Joseph Ho on, George 
Carrington, Thomas Davenport, John Faulkner, Edmund King, Joseph 
Sandford, Thomas Thweat, John Ervine, Daniel Wilson, Thomas Clark, 
Evan Ragland, Jr., Joseph Haynes, ThomaR Lipscomb, John B. Scott, 
Francis Petty, Daniel Parker, George Camp, William Thomas, Jno. Wat
tington, Achilles Colquett, Hansom Clark, John A. Fowlkes, Chas. Meri. 
wether, Adam Toot, Edward Boyd, Thomas Clark, Beverly Syndor, JOR. 
Hewell, Samuel Williams, Littlebury Royster, Benjamin Rogers, Chilton 
Palmer, John Haynes, Sceevor Torian, Robt. Crute, Granville Craddock, 
Edward Carlton, William Fitzgerald, Isham Chasteen, Icare Torian, lsaao 
Medley, John R. Cocke, William Scott. 

To them we may add other names, tnougn not vestrymen, yet 
from the time of eft"orts for reviving the Church, taking an interest 
in it and contributing to it,-such as the Bruces, Ligons, Greens, 
Wimbishses, Leigh&, Banks, Logans, Borums, Edmundsons, Fon
taines, Carringtons, Baileys, &c. 

In another part of the county of Halifax the Rev. Mr. Clark 
has been for many years doing a good work, chiefly among the 
poor and servapta, to whom he has devoted time and labour without 
compensation, being enabled by Providence so to do. Under his 
a1l8pices, and not without considerable pecuniary aid on his part, 
three new churches have been erected in that part of the county. 
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ARTICLE XLVII. 

Pari .. "" itl PitUylvatlia, Henry, Oamp1Jell, and Bed/()'f'd.
Camden PariBk, Pitt8ylvania. 

THE names of this county and parish tell their own origin. Pitt 
and Camden are names familiar to the English and American ear. 
They were divided from Halifax and Antrim in the year 1767. At 
different times, subsequent to this, Henry, Patrick, and Franklin 
were taken from Pittsylvania, but no new parishes established, 
except in Henry, the Church and State having been separated, 
so that the two last of them were, according to Colonial law, in 
the parish of Camden, until the Episcopal Convention made other 
arrangements. There are no records of the vestry-meetings in this 
parish; yet the records of the court show that vestrymen were 
regularly elected, and had the same duties assigned them as in 
other places. To them were assigned the processioning of lands, 
the binding out poor and unfortunate children, and the punishment 
of offences against the moral law. Rnde as was the state of so
ciety, it is a fact that these officers did sometimes punish certain 
violations of the law of God, as Sabbath-breaking, profane swearing, 
and incontinence, which now are never noticed. It is also a fact 
that the sins of the fathers being visited upon children to the third 
and fourth generlltion, and children's teeth being set on edge by 
the eating of sour grapes on the part of their parents, is remark
ably exemplified in the case of the descendants of those who nearly 
a century ago were bound out on account of the immorality of 
the pa.rents. These descendants, bearing the same name, are 
objects of the same action by the overseers of the poor as their 
ancestors were by the churchwardens. 

As to the ministers of Camden parish before the revival of the 
Church in Virginia, we find but one on all our lists. In the year 
1774,-8e ... ·en years after the establishment of the parish,-we find 
the name of the Rev. Lewis Guilliam. Would that we could find 
it nowhere else! but, alas, on examining the records of the court, 
we there find his name, not connected with the registry of baptisms 
and marriages, as perhaps none would call on him for t.hese offices, 
but with cl)ntinual petty law-suits, in which he was almost always 
the 1o!'tl'r. Shame and contempt covered his whole life. He w&8 
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.. Scotchman, and never married. As to churches, I have heard 
of' one about twenty miles from the court-house. In the yea.r 1778, 
Mr. Richard Chamberlaine, of St. Peter's Chw'ch, New Kent, con
veyed to the vestry, for one hundred and sixty pounds, five hun
dred and eighty-eight acres of land. On this land the Rev. Mr. 
Guilliam lived. One of the vestrymen, to whom the land was 
conveyed,-John Donelson,--emigrated to Tennessee, and W,Y 

the father of Mrs. General Jackson. The glebe lay on the road 
to Henry Court-House, a few miles from " Callands." It doubtless 
shared the fate of other glebes. The other vestrymen were John 
Pigg, Crispin Shelton, John Wilson, Peter Perkins, Thomas Dillard, 
Hugh Innes, Theodoric Lacy, Abram Shelton, George Rowland, 
Robert Chandler, and William Witcher. 

The descendants of the above, by the same and other names, 
are acattered over this and the surro!'llding counties. There is 
one family in the county which hy contributed so much to keep 
alive the hope of the Church in this parish, in her darkest days, 
that I must give it a p&88ing notice. Colonel Isaac Coles, ancestor 
of a number of that name in this region, and uncle of those in 
Albemarle, married first a Mi88 Lightfoot, of York, (a maid-servant 
of whom, one hundred and ten years old, is still a.live and in the 
family,) and had one son by her,-Mr. Isaac Coles, of Halifax. His 
second wife was a Miss Thompson, from New York, with w&om he 
became acquainted while member of Congre88, and whose siBte:.- mar
ried Elbridge Gerry.'" By this marriage he had a numerous off
&pring, who are dispersed through this county and other places. At 
a time when the venerable widow, and her daughter Mary, who 
married James M. Whittle, were almost the whole Church in that 
region, I always made the old mansion in which they lived a 
ltopping-place and a house of prayer, for the mother had long 
been confined to it. The Lord's Supper was always administered 
to her. ~any baptisms and confirmations of children, and chil
dren's children, have I performed, and happy religious seaeollll en
joyed in that" Ohurch in the House." 

The mother and the daughter above mentioned were, in person 
and character, striking and impressive. Great was the parental 
anxiety of the widow and the mother for all her children's welfare. 
and tender and faithful was the filial piety of the daughter, who 
devoted herself to the comfort of the aged mother. May the 
deacenllants of both of them follow their holy example, and not 

• They were married in the year 1790, by Biebop Provost. 
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only, like them, love and nourish the Ohurch of their anceston, 
but the holy standard of religion wbich it lifts up on high. 

By the exertions of this family, and a few others,-the Smiths 
and Slaughters, Millers and Sheltona,-and under the auspices of 
the Rev. Mr. Dre88er, then miniSter in Halifax, now at Jubilee 
Oollege, in Illinois. a church (St: Andrew's) was built in this part 
of th~ COUDty, aDd, for a time, hopes were entertained that a per
manent congregation might be established there; but deaths and 
removals have disappointed these hopes. In relation to Danville 
and the court-house, after a visit from the Rev. Mr. Towles, and 
numerous visits from the Rev. Mr. Olark, the services of the Rev. 
Mr. Dame were secured in 1840, for the joint purpose of teaching 
young females and building up the Church. At his first coming 
there were only eight communicants, and they all females, in tho 
three counties of Pittsylvania, Franklin, and Henry. Since his 
ministry, one hundred and twenty have been added, exclusive of 
thOf!le coming from other parishes. A new church has been buih 
in Danville, and another at the court-house, since Dr. Dame'. 
coming, in 1840. He is still the minister of the parish, and will, 
I hope, long continue to be so. 

HENRY COUNTY, PATRICK PARISH. 

The connty of Henry was separated from Pittsylvania in the 
year 1776, and the parish of Patrick from Camden in 1778; but no 
steps, we believe, were ever taken to build churches and procure 
ministers. Our fathers were then in the midst of the war, and 
every thing was unfavourable for such an enterprise. Patrick Henry, 
after whom both the county and parish were probably ca.lled, was 
then, I believe, a delegate from this part of the State, having his 
abode and much land here. Some of his descendants are here to 
this day. Some readers were probably exercising their functions 
in private houses in this county, but we hear of no settled pastor. 
The first efforts at the establishment of the Ohurch, in later days, 
werA made by the Rev. Mr. Webb, while a teacher of ..youth, can
didate for the ministry, a.nd lay reader at Henry Court-House. 

He was succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Wade, a native of the 
connty, and descendant of some whose names have hitherto 
appeared among the vestrymen of adjoining parishes. During 
his ministry a church has been erected at the court-house, and 
the foundation of a promising congregation laid. He occasionally 
officiated in Franklin county. No parish was ever established by 
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law, or otherwise, in either Franklin or Patrick, until of late years, 
when one was erected in the former, where there is a prospect of our 
having a respectable settlement,. as we trust, before many years. 

CAMPBELL COUNTY. 

Campbell was separated in 1781, just at the close of the war, 
when the civil Legislature was ceasing to act for the aft"airs of the 
Church. N otbing is said of a parish. That was reserved for our 
Convention at a later period. The first minister in Lynchburg
the Rev. Amos Tredway-is said to rE'present Lynchburg parish, 
~d by that name does it still go. Subsequently, Moore parish is 
atablished in the county. In Lynchburg, the Rev. Franklin G. 
Smith succeeded Mr. Tredway, in 1825, and continued for about 
fourteen years. The Rev. Thomas Atkinson (now Bishop) suc
ceeded Mr. Smith, and the Rev. William H. Kinckle, the present 
rector, succeeded him in 1844. An excellent brick church was 
erected in the time of Mr. Smith, and a larger and much costlier 
one in the time of Mr. Kinckle. 

In Moore parish, the Rev. Mr. Osgood was the first who taught 
!!Chool and ministered. Under his care, St. John's Church was 
erected. In its loft was his vestry-room and chl\mber, and, near 
at hand, his school-house. The present location of St. John's is 
not the same with its original one, it 'having been found that a 
more convenient one might be had a mile off, to wbich it was moved 
on rollers. After the removal of Mr. Osgood to the West,
where he died,-the Rev. Mr. Tompkins took his place in both 
departments for many years, preaching at St. John's, and at 
another position some twelve miles oft". Since his removal to 
Western Virginia, the Rev. Mr. Kinckle, of Lynchburg, has, by 
occasional services, kept alive the hopes of our few but zealous 
members in that part of the county, sometimes aided by the visits 
of the Rev. Mr. Clark, of Halifax, until, during the last year, tho 
Rev .. Mr. Locke, having settled himself at Campbell Court-House, 
Wok charge of both of the congregations, and added to it a new 
one at the place of his residence. A church has recently been pur
chased and consecrated at that place, and the friends of the Church 
in that part of the county are encouraged to hope for better times. 

RU88BLL PARISH, BBDFORD COUNTY. 

The county of Bedford was separated from Lunenburg in 
1758. The parish of Russell was established in it at the same 
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time. Both were enlarged in the year 1754 by the Addition or • 
part: of Albemarle, then of large extent. The present county of 
Campbell was included in the original bounds of the parish of 
Russell and county of Bedford. 

On our list of clergy for 1754 and 1758, we find no minister 
from Bedford. In the years 1778-74-76, we find the Rev. John ! 

Brandon. Doubtless there were ministers there during the twenty 
years of which there are no records. Our Conventions under the 
independent system, after the Revolution, commenced in 1785 
Dnd continued until 1805; but there is no representation, either 
clerical or lay, during that period. The first representation rrom 
that region was in the year 1823, when the Rev. Amos Tredway 
appears as a delegate from Lynchburg, then in Campbell county. 
But Mr. Tredway officiated also at New London, in Bedfor~ as 
had also the Rev. Mr. Dashiel, who had the academy at New 
London, though he was never in regular connection with the 
diocese. 

In the year 1825 the Rev. Nicholas H. Cobbs a.ppears as the 
first regular representative from Russell parish. Its revival is to 
be ascribed under God to his zealous, and for a long time almost 
gratuitous, services, since his support was mainly derived from a 
school. Under his ministry St. Stephen'S and Trinity Churches 
were built, and other po~itions, as Liberty, and }Ir. Wharton's, 
occupied, where churches are now to be seen. Mr. Cobbs con· 
tinued his indefatigable labours until the year 1835, when he 
removed to the University of Virginia, and, after two years' 
service as chaplain, returned to Bedford, and continued until 1839, 
when he removed to Petersburg. Mr. Cobbs was succeeded, for a 
short time, by the Rev. Mr. Doughen, after which the Rev. Mr. 
Marbury took charge of the parish, and was succeeded by the 
&av. Mr. Cofer. The Rev. Mr. Kinsolving followed, and, after 
some years, was succeeded by the Rev. R. H. Wilmer, the present 
minister. 

The Rev. Mr. Sale has been for many years occupying 'Other 
parts of the county of Bedford, as at St. Thomas's Church, built 
under his auspices, at Liberty, at Trinity Church, when separated 
from St. Stephen's, and at Pedlar's Church, in Amherst county. 
While labouring on a farm and raising a large family, he hu 

. performed the duties of minister for a very small pecuniary com· 
pensation. 

A new church was built at Liberty, in this county, during 
the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Caldwell, who spent some time at 
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that place after the remoTal of Mr. Cobbs. After the removal of 
Mr. Caldwell the Rev. Mr. Sale took charge of it, and still is its 
eanoDical rector, although the duty of preaching is performed by 
the Rev. John Wharton, who has for some years been acting 81 

sub-deacon. There are now no less than four parishes in that part 
of old R1J88ell parish which lay in Bedford county, as now reduced 
in its dimensions. No parish register is found to supply a list of 
the old vestrymen of this parish. * 

• I haft been told of ,"*0 other old ohurches In Bedford oonn". aDd all JDaII1 
other miDistera, ad had a promise of their names, bnt IIOmething hall preft1lce.J 
.faHbneal. 
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ARTICLE XLVIII. 

ParUhe. in Amelia, Nottoway, and Prince Bdwar,i. 

AMBLIA county was cut off from Prince George in the yeat 
1784. Raleigh parish was established in the following year. In 
the year 1754 the Rev. Musgrave Dawson was minister of Raleigh 
parish,-how long, if before, not known. He was not the minister 
in 1758. The Rev. John Brunskill was minister in 1773-74-76.* 

* The following is from an aged lady;-
Thfl Egglestons are of Irish extract, but came oYer to this country from 

England, and settled first on the Eastern Shore of Virginia. After some time two 
brothers-William and Joseph-came to Amelia county, and located near the central 
position, where they lived to the time of their death. They, with Mr. Thos. Tabb, 
Colonel Archer, and Mr. Edward Booker, of Winterham, built GrubhUl Chnrch, 
which was supplied by a minister sent from Englllnd,-Pllrson Brunskill,-who, 
althoQgh not an acceptable preacher, always had large oongregations, composed of 
the families immediately around, and many from a distance. Those who hsd 
galleries in the church were the Tabbs, Egglestons, and Bookers,--one public 
gallery. 

On one occasion, when the house was full, just before the Revolutionary War, 
when the whole Colony was incensed against England, Parson Brunskill arose, and, 
seeing Colonel Archer and one or two other gentlemen dresaed in regimentals. 
called them rebels, and expresaed himself indignant to see such indications of a 
general rebellion, and said he should write immediately to the King aud inform 
against them. Whereupon nearly every one in the church got up and left the 
holus"" nllt before warning him, however, never to repeat such -iangn"lle, or he 
would receive harsh treatment added to disrespect. lie b"ver attemptell ' .. 
preach afterward, but lived a quiet secluded life at the glebe, about dve mil. 
from GrubhiIL Mr. McCreary was his succesaor,-a most pious and worthy mlU.', 
whose sons fought in the Revolution. 

Tile following is from high authority :-
Joseph Eggleston, Sen. moved to Amelia county in 1758 or '69, as shown by the 

bapt.ism of his third child by the Rev. John Fox, in Ware parish, Gloucester 
county, in 1768, and of his fourth child by the Rev. John Brunskill, in Raleigh 
paM'Ih, Amelia county, in 1;69, as recorded in his Bible, now in the posaeBsion of 
his family. This proves that the Rev. John BrunskUl was in this parish in 1759, 
where he Qontinued till his death in 1808 or 1804. The Rev. John Brunskill was 
thought to be an amiable man And an indulgent master, but stood very low for 
piety, and the ruin of the Church here -.ras attributed to him. He died at his 
liebe, near Amelia Court-House, in 1801 or 1804, in lood circumstances, leavi~ 
hiP p"rvants free, and every th!ng else to a Mr. Richard Booker. 
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It does not appear to have been represented in any of the Conven
tions subsequent to the Revolution, until some years after the 
revival of the Church, except in the years 1790 and 1791, by a 
lay delegate,-Mr. John Royall. It is believed that Mr. Brunskill 
lived for many years to be a de"d weight upon the Church. He 
never married, and lived a solitary, uncomfortable life. It is 
stated of him, and on authority entirely to be relied on, that, upon 
the declaration of war, he proclaimed from the pulpit that to take 
part in it was rebellion; upon which the gentlemen arose and 
carried their families out of the church, and, on consultation, 
determined to inflict punishment upon him, which was only pre
vented by the interference of two of the elder and most influential 
gentlemen present. But he was never permitted to officiate again, 
a lay reader being appointed to take his place. He continued 
until his death to hold the glebe and to live upon it. 

Of the churches in Amelia I have received accounts from two 
of the oldest persons now living in it. There was one called Hun
tington, (long since in ruins,) about five miles northwest of the 
court-house. There was another called Chinquapin Church, in 
the upper part of the ('ounty, built about the year 1749 or 1750, 
at a place since called Paineville. There were three other churches, 
called Rocky RUD, Avery's, and Pride's, in different parts of the 
county, two of which have been claimed as private property, taken 
down, and used for farming-purposes. Of old Grubhill Church 
we have more particular accounts. A venerable lady, now living, 
and in her ninetieth year, remembers, when a child, to have 
accompanied her parents to this church, Iln,1 knows that the 
timber for it was furnished from her father's and uncle's lands, 
(Messrs. William and Joseph Eggleston.) Another old lady, now 
deceased, is known to have said that in the year 1768 !!he saw 
the workmen laying the floor of the wing of the church, the main 
body ha.ving probably been built some yell1's before. I have 
been visiting that old building since the year 1827 or 1828. 
It was even then in a somewhat tottering condition as to the 
galleries, which had been put up, with the permission of the 

The families who attended GrubhiU Church were the Bookel'l, Tabbl, EggleB
tou, Archers, Royalls, and Meades, 

The plate W88 kept by Joseph Eggleston, Sen. and Jr., till the death of the 
latter, and was BOld by order of the court Ii few yeara after,-in 1816. 

The Archer family is one of early settlement in Virginia, and of high respect
abillty. Some of them formed a pal"t of that happy antI intere~ting circle of which 
11ld&e Tucker speaks as dwelling in York before the Revolutionary War. 
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vestries, by some of the old families of Egglestons, Banisters, 
Tabbs, Archers, &c., for their own use. Although cold in winter. 
hot in summer, at 0.11 times dark and uncomfortable, (b~ing high 
up, and near the roof,) yet such was the old family feeling of at
tachment to them on the part of the descendants of those who 
built and first occupied them, that even after it became somewhac 
unsafe to sit in them, being propped up with larll;e poles and in 
other ways, they could not be induced to abandon them. This 
presented an obstacle for some time to remodelling and impnvmg 
other parts of the church; and the attachment to the whole 
building, such as it was, though decaying and very uncomely and 
uncomfortable, for a long time stood in the way of a new and 
better one. 

At length old feelings were so much subdued as to permit a new 
one to be erected and the old one to be removed. The attachment 
to the old name, Grubhill, though neither classical nor scriptural, 
was 80 great, that not even a compromise, by which it should be 
called St. Paul's, Grubhill, would be accepted by those whose 
antiquarian feelings were distresse~ by the change of the name 
given it by their ancestors and so long in use. The history of the 
transaction is on the pages of the vestry-book. 

As name. are not always thing., we trust that the divine 
bleBBing will be as abundantly poured out on the religious servicea 
performed in it under the old and homely name of Grubhill. as of 
any other. Of the two extremes, an undue attachment to old 
things, or an undue fondneBS for new, we prefer the former, as m08~ 
conservative; but" medio tutiB.imua ibis." 

Having had aeceBB to the vestry-book of Raleigh parish, com
mencing in 1790, we are enabled to furnish a list of the vestry
men from that date. At an election at that time we find the 
name of William Giles. John Pride, Richard Eggleston, John Wiley, 
John Archer, Joseph Eggleston, Rowland Ward, John Towns, Jr., 
Daniel Hardaway,--John Archer and Richard Eggleston being 
made churchwardens. From that time until the year 1827 there 
does not appear to have been any election of vestrymen, or any 
thing done in the parish. In that year the Rev. William F. Lee 
was elected mmistel', and the following gentlemen vestrymen:
Hodijah Meade, John R Robertson, Charles Eggleston, T. R. 
Banister, W. A. Mileston, Benjamin L. Meade, W. J. Barksdale, 
William Murray; to whom were added, at different times, JohD 
Booker, James Allen, Jaqueline Berkeley, Dr. Thomas Meaux, 
Dr. Skelton, Daniel Worsham, William Barksdale, Jr., Dr. Skelton, 
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Jr., B. M. Jones, Thomas G. Tabb, Egbert Leigh, J. W. Lane, 
Thomson Walthall. Hero my list ends. 

I have already said that the Rev. Mr. Lee, of whom I have 
spoken more fully in another place, became the minister in 1827. 
In the year 1835 the llev. Farley Berkeley, the present minister, 
took charge of it, connecting with it the pastorship of either the 
church in Chesterfield, or that at Genito Bridge, in Powhatan, or 
sometimes of both. I see from the vestry-book, that he has ever 
insisted on an annual election, though the vestry protest against it 
as unnecessary, and record the same •. How different from former 
days, when,' though Governors, Commissaries, and clergy ever 
protested against annual elections, the vestries insisted on them. 
The dift"erence arises from the great difference in the characte,r of 
the clergy generally. I know of but one parish in the diocese 
which follows this ancient custom, and peculiar circumstances in 
its past history led to this. The clergy of our day are ready to 
rl!linquish their charges the moment they believe their services 
are unacceptable and unprofitable, while the people are anxious to 
retain &8 long as poaaible the labours of a worthy, pious, and 
zealous minister. 

1 have only to add, in relation to Raleigh parish, that the Rev. 
Mr. Chevers, a few years since, devoted himself very diligently to 
the effort at establishing the congregation at Chinquapin Church; 
but, after two years' faithful services, relinquished it as a hopeless 
taak at the present time. "Non Ii male ",unc et oUm lie mt." 

NOTTOWAY PARISH, NOTTOWAY COUNTY. 

Nottoway county was separated from Amelia in the year 1788. 
Nottoway parish was established in the county of Amelia, being 
separated from Raleigh parish before the year 1752 and after the 
year 1748. There being no account of the Acts of Assembly for 
1749-51, in Henning, I am unable to decide the precise year. 
In the year 1754, and again in 1758, the Rev. Wm. Proctor was 
the minister,-the same, no doubt, of whom mention is made in 
the vestry-book of Halifax. In the years 1773-74-76, the Rev. 
Thomas Wilkinson is the minister. Of him I have found a good 
.. ccount. The Rev. Mr. Jarratt informs us that Dr. Cameron was 
ita minister for about two years after leaving Petersburg in 1793, 
but was obliged to resign for want of support. This was, no 
doubt, the last of Episcopal services in this parish, ex('cpt some 
1)Ccasional ones of late years. As to the churches in this parish. 
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an that I have been able to learn is from the Act of Assembly in 
1755, by which the parish of St. Patrick is established in the county 
of Prince Edward. It seems that the county of Prince Edward had 
been" separated from Amelia the previous year, and from that pan 
of it in which the parish of Nottoway lay, but no new parish was 
then cut oft" from it and established in Prince Edward. But now, 
in 1775, the parish of St. Patrick is taken from Nottoway and 
made to cOlTespond with the bounds of Prince Edward. At a later 
period (1788) Nottoway county is established, corresponding, I pre
sume, with the bounds of old Nottoway parish in Amelia. The Act 
speaks of two new churches being recently built in the lower pan 
of Nottoway parish, and requires the parish to refund a portion of 
the money which had been raised from the whole parish for their 
erection, to be refunded to the new parish in Prince Edward. Where 
these churches are situated, and what were their names, and what 
others had been there before, I am unable to say.* 

ST. PATRIOK'S PARISH, PRINOB BDWARD OOUNTY. 

We have seen that the county was established in 1754 and the 
parish in 1755. In the year 1758 the Rev. James Garden is ita 
minister. We find him there also in 1773,-fifteen years after. In 
the years 1774 and 1776 the parish has no minister. In the yean 
1777 and 1778 the Rev. Archibald McRoberts was the minister. 
We have already spoken of his relinquishment of our ministry in 
~he year 1779. With his ministry Episcopal services no doubt 

* I have an old leaf from a vestry-book, without the name of the pr.rish on it, iii 
which I find the Bev.John Brunskill minister in 1758, Major Thomu Tr.bb and 
Major Peter Jones churchwardens, William Craioby, Wood Jones, William Archer, 
Richard Jones, and Samuel Cobb, vestrymen. This must certainly be a part or the 
old vestry-book of Raleigh parish, and Mr. Brunskill must have been its minister 
in 1758. In the following year (1754) he was certainly in another parish, and Mr. 
Dauson in this. He must have returned to this before the year 1778, or else one 
or the same name, for there were three John BrunskUls in Virginia at this time. 

" In the year 1829 or 1880," writes a friend, "while riding with a friend from 
Prince Edward Court-House to Nottoway Court-House, I noticed, near to a f_
house on the ror.d, a barn of singular appearance. ' Yonder barn,' I remarked, 
'loob much like some of the old Colonial churches I have seen.' 'It was a churoh 
of the Old Establishment,' was his reply. 'The present owner of the farm, (whioh 
I think had been the glebe,) finding it vacant and on land which was once a part of 
the tract he purohased, and as it was near his house, had it put on rollers and re
moved to its present position for the use you see. There was no one to forbid the 
sacrilege, or, if RO, it was without avaU ; but the act, I believe, is condemned hy die 
JCDeral sentiment of this community All that of a coarse-minded, UD8CrupuloW! votar1 
6fmammon.' .. 
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oeased in Prince Edward, as we see no representative, either clericaj 
or lay, in any Convention. 

There were in Mr. McRoberts's time three churches in Prince 
Edward, one of which, or the congregation thereof, separated with 
him. Their names were-1st. The Chapel or Watkins's Church, 
about eighteen miles from Prince Edward Court-House, on the 
Lynchburg Road, which was the one whose congregation followed 
Mr. McRoberts in his movement toward an Independent Church. 
It is now occupied by dHFerent denominations. 2d. French's 
Church, which was about a. mile from the court-house and is now 
gone down. 3d. Sandy River Church, on Sandy River, about 
eight miles from the court-house on the Petersburg Road. This 
laat church is now, I am told, occupied by the Baptist denomination. 
I have in my possession a pamphlet of some twenty-two pages, 
containing an account of a controversy concerning it between the 
Methodists and Baptists in the years 1832-84. When deserted 
by the Episcopalians it had been repaired by general subscription, 
and at several difFerent times occupied as a free church. In the year 
1882 the Baptists obtained a title to it and claimed sole right to it, 
though not refusing to allow the Methodists ";he use of it at su.-h 
times &8 the owners might choose. The Me.bodists were unwilling 
to accept these terms, and much unhappy disputation ensued. At one 
time two ministers of each denomination met on the same day and 
were in the pulpit together, and the vote of the congregation as to 
who should preach was taken. The matter was referred to two 
men eminent in the law,-Judge Thomas Bouldin and Mr. Charles 
Smith. They determined that thc deed recently given to the 
Baptists was not good, that the one given to the churchwardens at the 
tirst creation of the church was the legal title, and tha.t it belonged 
now to the Commonwealth of Virgini'\, unless there was an older 
and better title than that of those who made one to the church
wardens, and to this they werc inclined, and therefore advised that 
the line be run in order to decide the point. A line was run, and 
it passed through the church; and so a part of it only was legally 
the property of the churchwardens and afterward of the Common
wealth. The result was that the Baptists retained possession, 
though the Methodists maintained that a wall might be raised 
through the church according to the line run; but it was not d:me. 
If either Mr. Chapma.n Johnson's opinion-that the churches were 
the property of Episcopalians-was true, or that of Judp;e Bouldin 
and Mr. Smith, then, in the first case, the Episcopalians in the 
county ought to have been applied to to decide the question, or 
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else the public authorities, either of which would, I think, han 
settled it more amicably a.nd more to the honour of religion. Other 
unhappy disputes have occurred concerning our old churches in 
other places. I knew of one where, after much strife between two 
denominations, the church was set up by them to the highest bidder. 
Who gave the title, or what was it worth? About another, two 
parties preached in dHFerent pulpits,-one in the old Episcopal 
pulpit and the other in a new one in a dHFerent part of the church. 
So far from their being always respected as equally common 
property, I have myself been refused admission into one, while 011 

an Episcopal visitation, by those who claimed it by the right or 
use. In rela.tion to the suggestion that the Episcopalians in Prince 
Edward were the most proper persons to decide the question as to 
the occupancy of Old Sandy River Church, if it be said that there 
were scarcely any left unto whom application might have been made. 
I reply that, from 0.11 the information I have been able to get, there 
have alwa.ys been some few of high respectability there. One at 
least there was, whose firm attachment to the Church, yct catholio 
spirit to all others, and great weight of character, were felt and 
acknowledged by all. I allude to Mr. William Berkeley, son of 
the old lady of Hanover who bade the ovt.rseers of t'le poor who 
sent a deputation to her for the Communion-plate to Gome them· 
~elves and take it. He inherited all bis mGther's devotion to the 
Church, and when at our Conventions, and on other occasions, 
opportunity was presented for displaying it, never failed to do 80. 

He was not, however, a bigot to a particular Church, but loved the 
whole Catholic Church. In evidence of which, being in the provi
dence of God placed beyond the reach of an Episcopal place of 
worship, and near the Presbyterian College in Prince Edward, he 
not only attended the religious services held there, but was an 
active member of the board of trustees thereof. For a long period 
of time he presided over that board, fulfilling the duties of his 
station faithfully, and yet always having it distinctly understood 
that he was a true son of the Episcopal Church. So amiable, 
pious, and dignified a Christian gentleman u.s he was is not easily 
found. 

In the list of vestrymen in Brunswick, Lunenburg, Halifax, and 
elsewhere, we meet with certain persons some of whose descendants 
are enrolled on other registers than those of the Episcopal Church, 
such as Read, Venable, 'Watkins, Carrington, Cabell, }lort.on, &0., 
and we know not where in the progress of our work we can more 
properly introduce some notice of them than in connection with 
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Prince Edward county and the College of Hampden-Sydney. We 
have seen how the Presbyterians from Ireland and Scotland, settling 
first in Pennsylvania, began to emigrate to the Valley of Virginia 
about the year 1738,-how, under Mr. Samuel Davies, they were 
established in Hanover and some parts around between 1740 and 
1750. From thence, in a short time, they found their way into 
what is now Charlotte and Prince Edward, and made strong and 
permanent settlements there. This was in a great measure eft'ected 
by the establishment of Hampden-Sydney College, a brief history 
of which, taken from the Sketches of the Presbyterian Church of 
Virginia, by the Rev. Mr. Foote, will best enable us to understand 
the subject. In the year 1774 the ministers and members of the 
Presbytery of Hanover determine to establish a public school in 
that part of the State,-Prince Edward,-understanding that they 
can procure the services of Mr. Samuel Stanhope Smith, then a 
candidate for the ministry in the New Castle Presbytery, and 
teacher of languages in Princeton College, afterward the dis
tinguished President of the same. Sufficient funds being raised 
and a place selected, in November, 1774, Mr. Smith, with his 
brother, J. B. Smith, a candidate for the ministry, and a third 
person, are regularly chosen to commence the work. The first t 

being now ordained, was called also to the congregation in that 
place. Under this most eminent scholar and eloquent preacher 
and his yet more zealous and laborious brother, Mr. J. B. Smith, 
the institution flourished, notwithstanding all the obstacles of thE 
war. In the year 1779 the elder brother resigned and accepted a 
:all to a professorship in Princeton College. The Presidency of 
Hampden-Sydney devolved upon his most excellent and devoted 
brother, J. B. Smith, who continued to promote its welfare and the 
religious interests of the country around until the year 1788, when 
he accepted a call to a church in Philadelphia. During the Presi
:lencyof the younger Mr. Smith a charter was obtained for the 
College. . 

On the list of trustees we find names to which our eyes have 
become familiar, on the pages of the old vestry-books, as those of 
'Jarrington, Nash, Watkins, Morton, Read, Booker, S!(oth Meade, 
Allen, Parker, Foster, Johnson. Now, though some of them were 
doubtless still attached to the Episcopal Church, since it was de
clared at the outset that the institution should be conducted "on 
the most catholic plan," and it was the best policy to t>nlist general 
favour by appointing some of the Episcopal Church, yet a con-
8iderablc number of them had doubtless given in their adhesion to 
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the Presbyterian Church. Whereupon, ever since that time, we have 
found most of the above-mentioned names in each denomination 

Let these remarks introduce the following genealogy of the 
Reads and Carringtons, who may be regarded as common to the 
Episcopal and Presbyterian Churches of Virginia, though more of 
the former belonged to the Presbyterian and more of the latter to 
the Episcopal. I take them chiefly from the Rev. Mr. Foote's 
Sketches of the Presbyterian Church. 

Colonel Clement Read (so often mentioned as the active vestry
man in Brunswick and Lunenburg) was born in the year 1707. He 
was a trustee of William and Mary College in 1729. Being Presi
dent of tho Council at the departure of Governor Gooch for Eng
land, in 1749, he became Governor of the Colony, but died a few 
days after. He had been educated at William and Mary under 
Commissary Blair. He married the daughter of William Hill, an 
officer in the British navy and socond son of the Marquis of LanR. 
downe. Mr. Read, having, with Colonel Richard Randolph, of 
Curls, purchased large tracts of land in what was then Lunenburg, 
moved to that county and was clerk of the same for many years. 
He frequently served in the House of' Burgesses with the great 
leaders of the Revolution. He died in the year 1763 and was 
buried at Bushy Forest. His wife was laid by his side in 1780. 
She was (says Mr. Foote) a pious woman and an exemplary member 
of the Episcopal Church. Their eldest son, Colonel Isaac Read, 
married a daughter of Henry Embra, (another vestryman of the 
Lunenburg Church,) who represented the county with his father, 
Clement Read. He himself represented the county with Paul 
Carrington, who married one of his sisters. They were both asso
ciated with Washington, Jefferson, and Henry in their patriotic 
movements. Paul Carrington was :, zealous friend of the Episcopal 
Church. What were the partialities of Mr. Is8.&C Read, whether 
he followed in the footsteps of his father or not, we arc unable to 
say. He was made colonel in a Virginia regiment, and soon after 
died, being laid with military honours in a vault in Philadelphia. 
He left a son by the name of Clement, who became a distinguished 
minister of the Presbyterian Church, after haying for a time offi
ciated among the Methodists. He married a. descendant of Pocs
hontas,-a Miss Edmonds, of Brunswick,-by whom he had thirteen 
children. 

1 take from the same source (Foote's Sketches) the following no
tice of the Carrington family, whose members abound in this part 
of Virginia. Mr. Paul Carrington and his wife (who was of the 
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Henninglwn family) emigrated from Ireland to Barba.does, where 
he died early in the eighteenth century, leaving a widow and a 
numeroU8 family of children. The youngest child, George, came to 
Virginia about the year 1727 with the family of Joseph Mayo, a 
Barbadoes merchant. Mr. Mayo purchased and occupied the an
cient seat of Powhatan, near the Falls of Jamestown. Young Car
rington lived for some years with Mr. Mayo as his storekeeper. 
About 1732, when in his twenty-first year, he married Anne, the 
eldest daughter of William Mayo, brother of Joseph, who had 
settled in Goochland. They went to reside on Willis's Creek, now 
in Cumberland county. They had eleven children,-viz.: Paul, 
William, (who died in infancy,) George, William again, Joseph, 
Nathaniel, Henningham, Edward, Hannah, (who married a Cabell 
and was mother of Judge Cabell,) Mayo, Mary, (who married a 
Watkins.) The parents, George Carrington and his wife, both died 
in 1785. From them sprung the numerous families of Carringtons 
in Virginia; and in the female line the descendants have been 
numerous. Their eldest child, Paul Carrington, married, as we 
have already said, the daughter of Colonel Clement Read, of Lu
nenburg,-now Charlotte,-who left a memory of great virtues. 
Their children were Paul, Clement, George, Mary, and Anne. Her 
youngest child, Paul, became Judge of the General Court of Vir
ginia, and died in 1816. The elder Paul Carrington was married 
a second time, to Miss Priscilla. Sims. Two of their children died 
in infancy. The rest were Henry, Robert, Letitia, a.nd Martha. A 
very interesting account is given of this, the elder Carrington, in 
Mr. Grigsby's book,-the Convention of 1776. He was a member 
:>f that body, and filled various departments of duty during the 
Revolutionary struggle, while furnishing three sons to the army, 
two of whom were eminently distinguished. He was an able lawyer 
in his day, and after the close of the war was promoted to the 
General Court, and then to the Court of Appeals, where he was 
associated with his old friend, Edmund Pendleton, from whom he 
seldom if ever differed on all the great questions which came before 
them during the scenes of the Revolution. Agreeing with Pendle
ton on the subject of religion and in attachment to the Episcopal 
Church, when the question of the constitutionality of the law for 
eeUing the glebes cama before the Court of Appeals, we find them 
united in giving their voice against the law. Mr. Grigsby informs 
08 that "in middle life, ~nd until the war of the Revolution was 
put, he was of a grave turn. Before the troubles began he had 
lost the bride of his youth. During the war, and when the Southern 
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States were almost the reconquered Colonies of Britain, he W&8 

never seen to smile. Day succeeded day in his domestic life, and 
not only was no smile seen to play upon his face, but hardly a. 
word fell from his lips. He was almost overwhelmed with the 
calamities which assailed his country. But his latter years were 
cheered by its prosperity and glory. He died in the eighty-sifth 
year of his age." 

That some of the descendants of such men as Paul Carrington 
and Clement Read, born and living in Prince Edward and the 
counties around, should have forsaken a Church many of whoso 
ministers had forsaken them in times of trial, or else proved most 
unworthy, is not to be wondered at, when we remember the ministers 
of the Presbyterian Church who were sent into Virginia, and were 
reared in it just before, during, and after the Revolution. Samuel 
Davies led ihe way. The two Smiths were men of superior abilities. 
Old David Rice was himself a host. Dr. Graham, Dr. Alexander, 
and Dr. Hodge, following soon after, and having the powerful inftn-

. ence of a college in their hands, could not but make a deep im
pression on the public mind in all that region. It is not to be 
wondered at that Episcopalians should wish well to the institution, 
and that we should find among the trustees the names of Paul Car
rington, William Cabell, Sr., James Madison, General Everard 
Meade, and others, who with their families were attached to the 
Episcopal Church, and so many of whose descendants have con-

I 

tinued so to be. It was, in opposition to some fears expressed at 
the time, most solemnly pledged that it should not be a sectarian 
proselyting institution, though the forms of the Presbyterian Church 
would be observed in it; and the fact that Episcopalians have 
often been in some measure concerned, as trustees or professors, in 
its management, proves that the pledge has been redeemed as far 
as perhaps is practicable in such institutions. The long and pros
perous Presidency over it by the late Mr. Cushing, whose memory 
is heM in respect by all who knew him, and who, although a member 
of the Episcopal Church, enjoyed the confidence of the trustees of 
the College, and the fact that the Rev. Mr. Dame, of Da.nville, and 
Colonel Smith, of Lexington, with their well-known Episcopal 
attachments, were professors in the institution, are proofs that i~ 
was conducted in as catholic a spirit as circumstances would admi~ 
of. Whether in the lapse of time any change has taken place in ita 
:toDstitution or administration, I am unable to say. 

The articles in which the Presbyterian Church has beeD t!poken 
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or having been read by a. gentleman well versed in its histor,. he 
has kindly sent me the following letter :-

"RIGHT REV. AND DEAR SIR:-l have lately read your articles on 
J.unenburg, Charlotte, Halifax, Prince Edward, &C. with special intuest, 
as my early years were spent in the latter county, where my maternal rela
tives reside, and who were connected with many families in the other 
counties mentioned, by blood, or affinity, or religious sympathy. Your 
papers embody much that 1 have often heard, with considerable additions. 
Knowing that, while traversing this region, "lncedis per ignes, suppo
sitos cineri doloso," 1 must needs be curious to see how you would bear 
yourself, and 1 cannot refrain from intimating my admiration of th<.> spirit 
in which you have handled a somewhat difficult theme. I will even add 
8Ome~bing more in this conn~tion,-:-efleotions occasioned by yonr notices, 
and whioh 1 must beg you to excuse, if at. aU trenching on propriety. 

" M1 mother, as you may have heard, though firmly attachl1d to her 
own faith and Church, has a sincere, and, of late years, growing, respect 
for that over which you preside. I read your articles above mentionlld to 
her, and while ahe was pleased with their spirit, she is ready to confirm moat 
of the facts, aaying of that concerning Prince Edward in J?8rticular, ,It 
u all true; and he mi~ht have added more in t,he same stram.' 

"The decline of EpiSCOpacy in that region was no doubt hastened by 
the causes to which you have adverted,-such as the defection of one 
minister, the character of others, the rise of Hampden-Sydney College, 
&c.; but the falling off of certain families, whose influence ultimately 
gave a caste to religious opinion, was prepared long before. Thus, Anne 
Michaux, daughter of one of the original refugees, and who, havi'ng fled 
from France on the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, settled at Manakin, 
married Richard Woodson, Esq., of Poplar Hill, Prince Edward, some· 
times called Baron Woodaon on account of his large possessions. Thii 
lady, to whom 1 referred in my former letter, lived herself to a great age, 
but. of a numerous offspring only two daughters survived, one of whom 
WIll married to Nathaniel Venable, son of that Alvan Venable whom you 
have mentioned 88 one of the vestrymen of a parish in Louisa,-the other 
ro Francis Hopkins, Esq., clerk of Prince Edward. The tradition of Mrs. 
Woodson's many virtues is preserved among her numerous descendants to 
this day. Her strong character and devoted piety appear to have made 
211 indelible impre88ion on such of them 88 had the happiness to know her. 
And this it W88, I believe, that gave them a respect not only for religion 
in general, but a bias toward that particular type of Protestantism of which 
Hhe was 80 brilliant an ornament. 

,j Joaeph Morton, the ancestor of the most numerous branch of the 
, )formna, of Charlotte, married a sister of Richard Woodson. The pro

geoiklr of the Mortona of Prince Edward and Cumberland married a Mi
chaux. Other families of Scots or Scotch-Irish and Huguenot race were 
.Wed in bo~ counties. But the families of Venable and Watkins, and 
alterward the Reads, of Charlotte, did not become thoroughly Scotched 
until the tide of Presbytery, which had now set in from Hanover through 
Cumberland, was met in that county by a corresponding wave from the 
Valley through Bedford. The rise of the Colle~, which.was in part the 
eleet. of this movement, beet.me the cause of its Increase, and this institu. 
&ion, together with the Theological Seminary, may be said to have com· 
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pleted it. That the spiritual children of Calvin and Knox should have 
formed an alliance under such circumstances was perhaps natural. But 
that a portion of the Carringtons should more recently have taken the same 
direction may be ascribed in some measure to the influence of family 
connections. 

"I must say, however, that I have never regarded either the V enables 
or Watkinees as 'bigots to Presbytery' as such. And in this connection it 
would be falee delicacy in me to refrain from stating a fact which wa~ 
notorious in that county. The leading mind in that whole region, whether 
among the clergy or laity, was that of Colonel Samuel W. Venable, (eldest 
IOn of Colonel Nathaniel Venable above mentioned,) and of whom you will 
find some notice in the memoir of Dr. Alexander, of Princeton. Two of 
his brothers, Ahraham and Richard, were known as public characters, 
while he remained in private life; but they always veiled their pretensions 
in his presence, partly from affection, but more from deference to the 
ascendent intellect and acknowledged wisdom of their elder brother, which 
impressed all who approached him. His early life, it is believed, was 
unstained as to morality; but, although an alumnus of Princeton, it was 
not until after the Revolution that he gave in his adhesion to the religion 
of his mother and grandmother, which had now also become that of his 
wife. He had fought bravely in the war, and was a decided republican in 
his ~litical sentimenta. Would it be too much to suppose that his settled 
hostility to the spirit of the English Government had somewhat jaundiced 
his view of the Constitution of her Chureh? Colonel V. was eminently a 
practical man,-a stem patriot and friend of good order in society, public 
spirited, and a patron of all improvement. Now, the bitter waters of infi
delity, which had begun to appear in other parts of the State, were not 
unknown there, and on the outbreak of the French Revolution society in 
Virginia was menaced as it were with a deluge of false philosophy and its 
train of evils. It was to stem this tide that he and those who co-operated 
with him set themselves. It was not for a party that he contended, but 
for the substance of Christianity itself, which he believed to be in peril. 
As this was essential to the very existence of free society, all other ques
tions were regarded as secondary. His numerous en~agemeDts did not 
permit him to enter deeply into any scriptural iuvestigatlon of the relntive 
claims of the different forms of Church Government; and, had it bMn 
)therwise, there were few to aid or sympathize with him." 
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ARTICLE XLIX. 

Pari .. " .. ita Oum6erltlad, Bv,ckingkam, and Fluvanna.-8t. 
Jam" Southam, Oum6erland. 

IN 1745, Southam parish was cut oft' from St. James Northam, 
in Goochland oounty, whioh county then extended over James 
River and to the Appomattox. That on the south side of James 
River was called Southam pa.rish. Southam parish is now in Pow
hatan county, which was separated at a later date from Cumberland. 

A vestry-book of this parish, whose record began in 1745 and 
continued until 1791, furnishes the following particulars. On June 
30, 1746, the Rev. John Robertson enters upon his duties in this 
parish, being recommended by Governor Gooch and Commissary 
Dawson, having been ordained the previous year by ~h~ ~isho'p ?f 
London. He ceased to be minister in 1751. 'Mr. McC'laurine li.s\ 
then received on probation for twelve months, ~miiiue8 Until \ 
his death in 1772. Mr. Jarratt, in his autobiogra.phy, speaks of I 

him as a pious man.· The Rev. Jesse Carter, James Oglesby, and 
Hyde Saunders, at the death of Mr. McClaurine, became applicants 
Ct'r the parish, each preaching some time. Mr. Saunders is chosen 
in November, 1778, and continues so to be until the year 1791, 
when the record ends. In the year 1798 he also appears on the 
journal of the Convention for the first and only time. Nothing 
more is heard of the parish until the Rev. Mr. Lee took it under 
his care in connection with Goochland and Amelia, in the year 
1827. The Rev. Farley Berkeley, who succeeded Mr. Lee, has 
also connected a new church at Genito, in Powhatan, with the 
church in Amelia. For the last eleven years the Rev. Mr. Fisher 
has been the minister of Southam parish, preaching at Emanuel 
and St. Luke's Churches, each of which have been built since the 

• or Mr. McC1aurine, other fanurable accounts of his piety and great benevo
IeDce have come to me. He preached at Tar Wallett, Manakin, and PeteniJle 
C1aurches: beneath the chancel-loor of the latter he was buried. He was the IrBt 
or his name in V'u-ginla. He left three sons and three daughters, two of whom 
ImcI and died in Cumberland, and the third at Norfolk, during the last war. Of 
the daughters. one married a Hobson, another a Swanu, and the third a Swger. 
lbeir mother W&8 a Mi88 Blakely, from the Eutern Shore of Virginia. 

VOL. 0.--8 
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commencement of his ministry. He has recently relinquished the 
care of one of them, which has connected itself with a congregatioD 
in Littleton parish, Cumberland, St. Luke's being in Powhatan. 

THB OHUROHES IN SOUTHAM PARISH. 

The first church determined on was on Tear or Tar Wallett Bill. . 
The church has long been called Tar Wallett. It was built on the 
land of Daniel Coleman, in what is now Littleton parish, Cumber. 
land. The next was ordered to be on James River, on Thomu 
Carter's land. The next to be at or near the reading-place called 
Worley's. At the same time Peterville Church is spoken of IS 

having a reader, and another chapel, called Ham, is ordered to be 
examined. These last were doubtleaa built before the division or 
the parish. Additions are made at difFerent times to some of theee 
churches, as to those of Tear Wallett and South Chapel. Mr. 
Alexander Trent is allowed to build a gallery for his family. Ni· 
cholas Davies and Carter Henry Harrison are allowed to put addi
tions to Ham Chapel for their families. John Mayo and BenjamiD 
Moseby are allowed to build galleries in Peterville Church for their 
families. 

The vestry appears to have performed their duty in regard to I 
glebe and glebe-houses for the ministers, and to have complied wid 
a law forbidding a vestryman to be a lay reader, by displacing twc 
who were lay readers, or rather by accepting their resignation. 
A lay reader of disorderly behaviour is also summoned to &D8wer 
to the vestry. 

The following is a list of the vestrymen:-William Randolph, 
probably the second of that name; George Carrington. probably 
the first of that name who settled on Willis Creek; (these were 
the first churchwardens;) Alexander Trent, James Barnes, James 
Terry, Benjamin Harrison, Charles Anderson, Samuel Scott, Ste
phen Bedford, Thomas Turpin, John Baskerville, (in 1748, in room 
of William Randolph, removed,) Benjamin Harris, (in place of 
Benjamin Harrison, resigned,) Archibald Cary, Thomas Davenport. 
(in place of Archibald Cary, removed in 1750,) Abraham Sally, 
William Barnit, Creed Haskins, Wade Netherland, Alexander 
Trent, Jr., John Fleming, Thompson Swann, Littlebury Moseby, 
Henry Macon, Roderick Easly, John Netherland, Maurice Lang 
home, John Railey, George Carrington, Jr., Edward Haskins, 
John Mosely, John Hughes, Edmund Logwood, William Mayo, 
Richarli Crump, Gcorge Williamson, William Ronald, Edmund 
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Vaughan, Peter F. Archer, William Bentley, Edward Carrington, 
Brett Randolph. The clerks or lay readers were Mesara. Hubbard, 
Anderson, Terry, Turpin, &c. 

LITTLBTON PARISH, CUMBBRLAND COUNTY. 

This was separated from Southam parish in the year 1771. Ita 
early history is very brief,-at least such of it as has come down to 
us. The Rev. Christopher Macrae appears on our lists of clergy as 
minister of Littleton pa~ish, Cumberland, in the years 1773-74-76, 
and 1785 ; aftEr which he appears no more. In the next year M~. 
Mayo Carrington appears as the lay delegate, without any clerical 
representation. In the year 1790 he appears again with the Rev. 
Elkanah Talley as the minister. He continues the minister for 
• hree years, and then removes to Ware parish, Gloucester. In 
1797 the parish is represented by two laymen,-Alexander Brand 
and James Deane. In the year 1799 the Rev. James Dickenson 
and Mr. Alexander Trent are in the Convention. There being no 
journal, and perhaps no Convention, between 1799 and 1805, and 
none between 1805 and 1812, and having no other means of in
furmation, we are unable to say how long Mr. Dickenson continued 
in the parish, or whether he had any successor until some time after 
the revival of the Church commenced. Still, there were laymen 
there who, at t.he first signs of reviving life, came forward to de
clare their readiness to help on the good cause. In the first of 
our renewed Conventions-that of 1812-Mr. Codrington Ca.rring
ton is the delegate, and, in 1813, Mr. Samuel Wilson. 

A long interval again appears where all seemed hopeless. At 
length, in 1843, the Rev. Mr. Kinckle takes charge of it in con
nection with some other of the waste places around. He is suc
ceeded in 1844 by the Rev. Mr. Bulkley, who, after some years, 
lfU succeeded in part by the present minister, the Rev. Mr. Mere
dith, ":Yho, in connection with the church in Buckingham, serves 
the congregation at Co.-Ira. Of the ministers yet alive it is net 
my pupose in these sketches to speak. Of tl.oso whom we have 
named as the ministers of this parish before 1800 we know nothing, 
either by reper' or otherwise, with the exception of Mr. Elkanah 
Talley and Mr. Macrae. Of the former we have spoken elsewhere 
in tenus which it was our regret to use. Of the latter the testimony 
of those who ought to have known him best is most satisfactory. He 
WI8 by birth and education a Scotchman,-probably ordained abouc 
1765 by the Bishop of London. He was a man of prayer, retiring 
from his family three time. a day for purp()ses of private devotion 
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and study. He was a Scotchman, and not a modem Virginian, 
in his notions and habits of governing his ohildren ami the boys 
committed to his care, and was therefore complained of 88 too 
strict. He did not enter with spirit into the American Revolution, 
and was suspected of favouring the other side, though he said and 
did nothing, so far as we can learn, to give just oft"ence. Be had 
a right to a conscientious opinion on the subject; but the temper 
of the times did not allow this, and some violent young men either 
waylaid him at night or took him out of his bed, and severely 
chastised him, leaving him naked in the woods. Tradition saY8 
that he was prudent in the aft"air, and never opened his lips in the 
way of complaint or sought to find out his nocturnal and cowardly 
assailants, well knowing that it was too good a story to be kept 
secret, and that if he did not they would reveal it. Accordingly, 
in due time, they boasted of the deed and were witnesses against 
themselves. They were summoned before a tribunal of jUl!tioo, 
which did not allow any patriotic feeling to prevent the punishment 
of such an outrage. A heavy fine was accordingly inflicted upon 
them. Patrick Henry, who was then in the Legislature, being 
well acquainted with Mr. Macrae, took some public occasion to 
animadvert upon the conduct of these young men, and spoke in 
the highest terms of Mr. Macrae. The sons of Mr. Macrae, I be
lieve, are all dead, but three daughters and grandchildren are yet 
alive, and love the Church and the religion of their fathers. * 

* The following is an extract from a letter reoeind from one of the daugbW. 
of Mr. Macrae:-

.. We were young at the time of our father's death, and regret not being able to 
giTe a more satisfactory history of his life. He was educated in Edinbugh, I .... 
lien, at the samo oollege with Beattie, author of the oelebrated Hermit. The, 
were cluamn.te8, and correaponded in after-life. A. proteaaorehip was offered him 
&II soon ae he graduated, and he wae told all that would be required was that he 
.mould sign bis belief in the Confession of Faith. He said he had neTer read it, but 
would do 80 immediately. On perusing the Tolume, there were portions he could 
not oonscientiously snbscribe. He therefore oome to America, and settled in 8urreJ 
county, Vir/rinia, where his hcalth failed, and during that attack he became ja. 

terested on the subject ot religion, returned to Engle.nd, and was ordained by the 
Bishop of London; come back to Surrey county, (where he married Mias Harris, ill 
1778, the daughter ot Mr. John Harris, one of his nstry,) where he laboured lor 
leTeral years. His own and family's ill health determined him to remOTe to Cum
berland county, where he preached for many yeare at Tar Wallett aud Turke, 
Cook. Doring the ReTolutionary War he W&ll called out to visit (tAl -,..1tIiII) 
a dying neighbour who was anxious to see him. He had not proceeded a mUe fro. 
home, when three men, DrIlled with clubs, assailed and knocked him oil' his hone. 
The aerTant that accompanied him rode with speed to friends, who came immechate11 
to his rescue. They lett, supposing he would not suniTe. One ot the .en WII 
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1 have no record from which to derive the names of vestrymen 
or their doings in this parish. I know nothing of its former 

killed, on that very spot, by a tobacco-hogshead, and another revealed the whole 
.uter j1m before he was hUDg for some capital ot'ence. A petition was eent to 
the Legialature, then in s_on at Williamsburg, prayinc that he, Mr. Macrae, 
might be 1Hmil1aed. Patrick Heary instantly rose, and said that there were many 
IctitiODl names on that paper; that he knew Mr. Macrae intimately, and that it he 
WIllI bBniBhed they would loee one of their best citisens; he hoped nothing would 
be done till he oould eeud an expreee to Cumberland, who returned with a OOUDter-
petition. signed by the moet respectable portion of die community, praying that he 
might remain with them; which was granted. Letten were put in the pulpit 
tlmlateDing his life if he ever dared· to preach there again, but he knew no fear 
when in the path of duty, and never in a single instance omitted going to chureh. 
1'he Rev. Christopher Macrae died at his residence in Powhatan county, on the 22d 
of Deeember, 1808, in the seventy-fifth year of his age. Dr. Cameron preached his 
f1meral ..-on." 

Parson Buchanon has often lamented to us that his brother Macrae would not 
eoneent to be Dominated as Bishop. He gave his advanced age as the reason for 
ieoliniDg. 

We have received an old manWlOript eermOD of Mr. Macrae, OD the death of 
Co1oeel George CarringtoD and his lady, who died in the year 1786, within " few -11 of each other. We have already spokeD of this, the first of Carringtons in 
V"JlIiDia, and of his wite AnD8, daughter of Mr. William Mayo, one of the two 
brothers who first came to this country; but it is due to departed worth ADd piety 
to add the following testimony from the pulpit. The toxt is from the 85th Psalm, 
87th veree :-" Mark the perfect man and behold the upright, for the end of that 
.... is peace." The eermon itself, I am very BOrry to say, is too much like thOBIl 
10 collUDon at that day, which, while containing no heretical doctrines, and some
times having PaB181811 recognising the true ODeB, yet are of the moraliling rather 
tMn 01 the evangelical cut. For instance, although in one place, and in one only, he 
IIp8&b of .. a firm alliance aDd 1lI18haken confidence in the mercy of God through 
Chriat," yet he often speaks in a manner well caloulated to encourage the belief that 
"firtae and integrity mat be our reliance. He quotes from Pope, .. The soul's calm 
lDIhine and the heartleltJoy are virtue's prize;" II&YS that" Heaven is our reward for 
• we1l-apent lite;" that" peace is the result of integrity of life;" that" peace and 
.....nty of mind can only be secured by a virtuoalife;" of the "reward due to 
_lCtioDB." Now, I doubt not but that 90me had jDBter views of the plan of salva
_ than the language oed by them would seem to indi~te, and that they intended 
acre by virtue, and goodness, and integrity, than is due to such words; but, alter 
all the allowance that charity can make, we mat acknowledge that there was 0. 

dreadful detlciency of the Gospel in such preaching, and that sermon8 01 that cast 
woald never awaken sinners to a seDse of their lost oondition and conduct them t6 
a Saviour. With theee remarks, which truth and fidelity require of me, I proceed 
to the c10ee and application of the eermon :-

.. Raving 1l0W done with the text, give me leave to obsene, that "'ough I very 
rarely.y any thing concerniDg the character of a departed friend [an honest ex
..,le, worthy of imitation] on any occuion, I thought it Dot oonsistent with duty 
to )lUI over the character of persons so emiDently distingnishable for the practice 
fl piely and virtue, as our worthy departed friends, Colonel CarringtOD and hie 
.... y, without recommending their exemplary lile as a pattern of imitation to those 
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3hurches, except that old Tal' Wal1ett has long been in the service 
of other denominations. Two new ones, one at Ca-Ira and another 
near Cartersville, have been erected of late years, and are in con
stant use. 

TILLOTSON PARISH, BUCKINGHAM COUNTY. 

These come next in geographical order, although not taken from 
Cumberland county and Littleton parish. 

At the time that Albemarle county and St. Anne's parish, in 
the same, were separated from Goochland, they comprehended &11 
that is now Buckingham, Fluvanna, Nelson, and Amherst, as well 
as Albemarle. In the year 1757, Tillotson parish was separated 
from St. Anne's parish, and, in the year 1761, the county of Buck. 
ingham wo.s taken from Albemarle. 

We have a list of ministers for 1758,-the year after the parish 
was formed,-but the~e is none belonging to it. Our next list is 
for 1773, when the Rev. Mr. Peasly i3 minister, and continues to 
be in the years 1774 and 1776. How much longer, if at all, or 
who, if any, succeede.i, is not known, as there are no records until 

who survive them. I have had the pleasure of being personally acquainted with them 
both for moro thlUl twelve years past, IUld CIUl con&dently affirm that they have always 
appeared to me to be as punctual and exact in the peloformanC8 of the duties of their 
88veral BtatiOns, as it is possible for persons clothed with flesh and blood to be. 
And I have reMon to believe, from general report and the relation of their &C

qllrWttanoes, thn.t the lIame uniformity of conduct and regularity of life had always 
BeOurad to them an unexceptionable good character in the opinion of all good men 
of their acqnaintance; of which they have left sutlic!ient proof in the world in " 
numeroua offspring, (eleven children.) who all behave themselves as children of 
such worthy pn.n!nte. They were generoua and charitable without OBtentation, and 
religious without noise. The gentleman lilled the chair of a legislator with the 
integrity of a Cato, IUId that of a magistrate with the justice of an Ariatides. All 
the public otlices which he undertook (and they were many) he filled with credit 
IUId discharged with honour. His benevolent disposition enabled him to 88rve the 
JI'lhlic with so much punctuality and exactness, when there was no prospect of any 
other reward but the pll!asure of doing good, that it is rare to meet with an instance 
of the same kind in an age. I have reason to conclude that both our departed 
frienda had many friends, IUld no fces-if any-but such as a good man would be 
ashamed to number among his friends. They bad &8 many virtues and as few fail
ings as we can expect to ml.'et with in any of Adam's fallen race; and, in short, I 
know not whether I ever knew two characters more perfect that were heads of the 
same fam:!y. It is certain they were both an ornament to human nature, au 
honour to their country, and a blessing to their neighbourhood. Time would fail me 
to erumerate their good qualities: sutlice it, therefore, to obse"e that their lives 
were truly exemplary, and that it is our duty to imitate their virtues. that we may 
after death partake cf iheir felicity, which, I firmly hope, they do now, and e,eT 
will enjoy through the endle~s ages of eternity.''' 
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1785,-nine years after. No delegation then appears, and the 
name of Tillotson disappears from the journal until the year 1880, 
when the Rev. Mr. Osgood, minister of Moore parish, Campbell 
county, reports some services in it. In the year 1888, the Rev. 
Mr. Swift was there. In the year 1888, the Rev. Mr. Cofer,-how 
long before or after we have not the present means of ascertaining. 
In the year 1845, the Rev. Mr. Meredith appears as its minister, 
and has continued so to the present time. A new church has been 
erected in this parish, which now stands at Curdsville, having been 
originally placed a few miles from its present site, but recently 
removed to its present more convenient position. 

No vestry-book remains to furnish the names of the old vestry
men and families of this parish. 

There were two old churches in Buckingham. At one of them, ) 
called Goodwin, near the court-house, we have officiated. The 
locality of the other we cannot specify, but think that it was 
'SOmewhere near the Methodist Female College. 

PARISH OF FLUVANNA, IN FLUYANNA COUNTY. 

These were separated at the same time by an Act of A88embly, \\ 
in 1777, from Albemarle county and St. Anne's parish. Just I 
entering on the war, during which little or nothing was done, even J 
in the old parishes, it is doubtful whether a vestry was elected or I 

any steps taken toward building a church. At any rate, the.re is 
no record of it. The following extract, from the letter of a friend 
to whom I applied for information, tells nearly all that is known 
of this parish:-

"Our annals do not go far back. From 1835 to 1849 we were con
nected with St. James parish, Goochland. At the Convention of 1849 
we were admitted into union with it, as Rivannatariah. * Our first millis
&er was the Rev. Mr. Pleasants in 1835, and, think, the first who ever 
preached statedly in the county. He only remained about three months. 
The next was the Rev. Mr. Doughen, who remained less than two years. 
He was followed by the Re". J. P. B. Wilmer in 1838 and 1839. He 
11'18 succeeded by the Rev. R. H. Wilmer in April, 1839, who continued 
UDal the fall of 1843. The Rev. J. P. B. Wilmer returned to the parish 
and continued until Easter, 1849. Afte: our separation from Gooohland. 
t.he Rev. Lewis P. Clover was with us from October, 1850, to April, 18b~. 
The Rev. Mr. Bulkley succeeded him, and was with us from July. 1852, 
'" December, 1855. The only Episcopal Church which has ever been in 

• The Dame giTeD it b1 Aot of A88emb1,. iD 1777. was Fluvanna paril!h. P .... 
u,. tIlia tact 11'&8 Dot known or thf\ugbt of at the time of ita DeW' name. 
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.e 06UDty is St. John's, Columbia, which W88 consecrated on the 800 
of July, 1850. The only Episcopal families prior &0 1885 were the eu,. 
and General Cocke's. 

Since that time the two Mr. Galts, Mr. Archy Harrison's, Mr. 
BlYant's, Mr. Brent's, and a goodly number of other famiiiel, 
han heen added. 
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ARTICLE L. 

~bttills aM 'l'rinity Paril'hu, in Louila and AlMJra,.k 
Oo'Untie •• 

AftBR the separation of Louisa county from Hanover, in the \ 
year 1742, and of Fredericksville parish, Louisa, from St. Martin's, \ 

Hanoverf, Athleb parislh 0lf. Frederihcksvdille was fenlhargRe~ by takiAngr in \" 
a part 0 emar e yxng nort an west 0 t e lvanna. ter 

I 

some years Fredericksville parish was divide.d into Fredericksville 
and Trinity, the former being in Albemarle and the latter in Louisa. 
We first treat of it in its enlarged and undivided state. It was then 
without a place of worship, except an old mountain-chapel (age not 
known) where Walker's Church afterward stood. The first meeting 
of the vestry was in 1742. The vestry-book has some documents 
worthy of introduction as historical antiquities. They were the 
teata required of vestrymen at that period of England's history:- J 

"I. OatA 0/ Alkgiaftce. 

"I, A. B., do sincerely promise and swear thal I win be faithful and 
bear we allegiance to his Majesty King George the Second, so help me 
God. 

" OatA 0/ AlQuration. 

"I, A. B., do swear that I do from my heart abhor, detest, and abjure, 
u impious and heretical, thal damnable doctrine and position that Princes 
excommunicate or de~rived by the Po~, or any authority of the See of 
Rome, may be deposed or murdered by their subjects or any other what. 
IOever. And I do declare that no foreign Prince, Prelate, Person, State, 
or Po&entate, hath, or ought to have, any jurisdiction, power, superiority, 
pre-eminence, or authority, ecclesiastical or spiritual, within tlus realm. 
80 help me God. 

"II. OatA o/Allegiance. 

"I, A. B., do trull and sincerely acknowledge and promise, testify and 
cIeclare, in my conSCIence, before God and the world, that our sovereign 
Lord, King George the Second, is lawful and rightful King of this realm 
&ad all other his Majesty's dominions and countries hereunto belon~ng; 
ad I do solemnly and sincerely declare that I do believe in my conSCience 
that the person pretended to be Prince of Wales during the life of the late 
KiDg James, and since his decease Jlretending to be, and taking upon 
himaeit the style and title of, the KlDg of England, or by the name of 
lam. the Third, or of Scotland by the name of James the Eighth, or tho 
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style and title of King of Great Britain, hath not any right whatsoever te 
the crown of this realm, or any other dominions hereto belon~ng. And 
I do renounce, refuse, and abjure any allegiance or obedience to him, and 
I do swear that I will bear faithful and troe allegiance to his l\lajesty 
King George the Second, and him will defend to the utmost of my power 
against all traitorous conspiracies and attempts whatsoever which shall ~ 
made against his person, crown, or dignity; and I will do my utmost tc; 
endeavour to disclose and make known to his Majesty and his successors 
all treasonable and traitorous conspiracies which I shAll know to be againat 
him, or any of them; and I do faithfullJ promise to the utmost of my 
power to support, maintain, and defend the successor of the crown against 
him, the saId James, and all other persons whatsoever, which succession, 
by an Act entitled 'An Act for the further limitation of the crown and 
better securing the rights and liberties of the subjects,' is, and stands 
limited to, the Prin0688 Sophia, late Electress and Duchess-Dowager of 
Hanover, and the heirs of her body, being Protestants; and all other these 
things I do plainly aud siucerely acknowledge and swear, according to 
these express words by lIle spoken, and according to the plain and common· 
sense unc:erstanding of the same words, without any equivocation, mental 
evasion, or secret reservation whatsoever; and I do make this recognition, 
acknowledgment, abjuration, renunciation, aod promise, heartily, willingly, 
and truly, upon the troe faith of a Christian, 80 help me God. 

"THOMAS PAULETT, RoBBRT LBWIS, 
" A. I. SMITH, CHARLBS BABBBTT, 
"DAVID COSBY, JOHN POINDBXTER, 
"THOMAS B. SMITH, ABRM. VBNABLE, 
"RoGER. THOMPSON, EPHM. CLARK, 
"T. MBRIWETHBR, JOHN STAILK. 

" Tut- Oath. 

" I do declare that I do believe that there is not any transubstantiation 
in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, or in the Elements of bread and 
wine at or after the consecration thereof by any person whatsoever." 

From the foregoing it is evident that the apprehension of Popery 
and the success of the Pretender was quite strong, and that the 
English Church and Government endeavoured, not only at home, 
but in the Colonies, through her officers, to guard most effectually 
against both. 

Those who signed the above testa were the first vestrymen after 
the organization of the parish in 1742. The following were added 
.... dltlerent times until the division of the parish in 17G~ :-~~ 
Walker, John Meriwether, Nicholas Meriwether, David Mills; 
Robert Harris, Robert Anderson, Tyree or Tyree Harris, William 
Johnson, John Harvie, Thl)mas Johnson. 
~ter the-dmaioD, a new vestry was elected from Fredericksville 

parish. Some of the old ones continued, and others were added, &8 

Morias Jones, Isaac Davis, Thomas Oaw, William-Barksdale:J"ohn 
Foster, Hezekiah Rice. Robert Olark. Nicholas Lewis, and at difFer. 
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ent times afterward J~hn Walker, Henr: Fry, ~omas JefFer'~,* \ 
William Tims, John Rodes, John :Elarvle, Moraecai Ford, 1saac \ 
Davis, James Qnarles, Wi11ia~ Dalton, !>_!\~rge GiJmeJ:, David \ 
Hooks, James Marks, Thomas Walker, Jr., Robert Michie, James 
Minor, Peter Clarkson, \Yilliam Michie, Reuben Tinsley, Francia 
Walker, Georqe Ni~. J~s;ph TUnstall, William D. Meriwether. 
~e last elect,lOn of vestrymen was in 1787; and the last act r')
ClOrded in the vestry-books was the election of Mr. John Walker as 
lay delegate to the Convention of that year. 

Having thus drawn from our record all that relates to the vestry
men, we will return and gather up whatever else is worthy of notice. \ 

There being no churches in the parish, the services were held at . 
Louisa Court-House and at various private houses at different points 
in the county. These were performed by lay readers on Sundays, 
and for some yelus by the ij.ev. Mr. Barrett, from Hanover, twenty. 
four times in the year during the daySOF1abour, three hundred and 
twenty pounds of tobacco being paid for each sermon. In the year 
1745 it was determined to build three frame churches, one in some 
central place in Louisa county, called the Lower Church, o'nd some· 
times Trinity Church; another in Albemarle, called Middle Church, 
and which was doubtless the same with Walker's Church; and the 
third between the mountains on the Buckmountain Road, which is 
doubtless the same with that now called Buckmountain Church. 
Each of these was boilt at ditrerent times during the few following 
years. In the year 1763 another church was resolved on nearer 
to Orange,-whether built or not I cannot say. In the year 1747 
the Rev. Mr~ was chosen for one year, and continued until 
his d~1754;when his funeral was preached by Mr. Barrett. 

• Mr. Jell'erson, then living at Shadwell Mills, on the west side of the Rivanna, 
was in Fredericknille parish, and appears to have been an active veatryman for 
lOme yean. Himself and Nicholas Meriwether were ordered to lay 011' \wo acres 
of land inoluding a 8pace arouud Walker's Churoh,-land given by Mr. Walker. 

or the Walkers, four of whom appear repeatedly on the vestry-book, I have ouly \ 
been able to obtaiu the following notices. Dr. Thomas Walker is believed to have \ 
been the first discoverer of Kentucky in 1760. In 1766 he WII.II with Wll.llhington 
at Braddock'8 defeat. In 1775 he WII.II one of the committee of safety appointed 
by the Convention of 1776 on the breaking out of the troubles with England. lie 
WII.II also repeatedly a member of the General A88embly. 

Colonel John Walker, his eldest son, WII.II for a short time aid to General Washing
ton daring the war. He was also for a ehort time a member of the Seuate of the 
United States. Colonel Francie Walker, the youngest 80n, was repeatedly member 
of the State Legislature, and represented the counties of Albemarle and O>:ange iu 
Congress ~m 1791 to 1796. 

I 
I 

I 
\ 
I 

\ 

\ 
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A l\ev. Mr. Beckett then performed some services in the pa.rish, a& 

also theRe;' James Maury, who becaIDfl the minister in the same 
year, and ~ho married a -Miss Walker. \Soon after he settled in 
the parish a good glebe of four hundred acres was purchased for 
him, near Captain Linsey's, and ft. parsonage built, which, with the 
outhousC8 and other improvements, seem during his life to have 
been well attended to by the vestry. In the year 1168 t_~e parish 
was divideA into_ Trinity, in Louisa, and Fredericksville, in Aibe:
marle. Of Trinity we now lose sight altogether, I fear, as t kilCnt 
of no source from which to obtain information. By an Act of the 
Legislature the vestry of Fredericksville was ordered to pay two 
hundred pounds-half the price of their glebe-to the new ves~ 
of Trinity for the purchase of a glebe. \ 1 (., , 

The ~~. James Maury continued until his death, in ¥R6', to 
officiate in this parish. Of hlm and his Huguenot ancestors I have 
written in my article on Manakintown,-of him particularly in my 
notices of the Option Law, or Two-Penny Act, and in my remarks 
on toleration. He was a very deserving man. He was succeeded 

I by his son, Matthew ~~1l!Y' who was ordained the preceding year. 
Mr. Matthew-Xaury continued to be the minister of the parish 
until his death, in 1808, though his name does not appear on the 
vestry-book as receiving a salary after the year 1777. From that 
time forward he received little or nothing for his services as a 
minister. He retained the glebe for the benefit of his Dlother and 
family, who lived on it, while he taught school on an adjoining farm, 
and educated a large number of the citizens of Virginia. He lived 
very near to, a.nd on the most intimate terms' with, the old blind 
preacher, Mr. Waddell, who officiated at the death of his wife, there 
being no Episcopal minister at that time in any of the surrounding 
counties, and but few in the State. * 

* The Rev. James Maury, father of Matthew Maury, had twelve children,-MILt
thew, James, Wnlker, Abraham, Benjamin, Richard, Fontaine, Ann, Mre. Strahan, 
Mrs. Barrett, Mrs. Lewis, Mrs. Eggleston. His Ion James was the old consul at 
Liverpool, filling that Btation for forty-be years, and leaving five children. HiB IOD 

lIatthewraised ten cbildren,-Matthew, Thomas Walker, FranCil, Fontaine, ReubeD, 
John, Mrs. Michie, lin. Fry, Mrs. Lightfoot, Elizabeth Walker. His Bon Walker 
w ... a. tJadlu . ..of ~a.t.ll..in WilliamBburg, Norfolk, and Albemarle,' also .. iiiiiii8ier
:in Norfolk for &- Ihort time. BiB children were James, William, Leonard, Mn. 
Bite, lire. Hay, and Mrs. Polk. Space, it not time, would fail UB, even it we had 
the information, to mention the names of all the descendants of the old patriarch, 
the Rev. James lIaury. They are scattered allover our land, and are to be foUDCl 
in urious professions One of them is a worthy minister of our Church in Ken
tuoky, while two are married to worthy clergymell,-the Rev. Mr. Berkeley, el 
LeDngton, Kentucky, and Rev. Mr. NILBh, of Ohio. Another descendaDt preaidee 
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.Before we make our brief mention of the ministers of this parish, 
Bince the revival of the Church during the present century, a. few 
words are due to the two old churches at Walker's and Buckmoun
tain, which we have said were determined upon in the year 1745, 
and built within a year or two afterward. Old Walker's Church, 
built upon the site of a still older and r~der house, stood on the 
aid~ of the road from Orange Court-House to Charlottesville, at the 
ond of & noble avenue of oaks-now no more-leading down to Mr. 
Walker's old seat, Belvoir,-itself no more, having been consumed 
by fire, but for a long time the seat of hospitality, especially 
to ministers and persons coming to church from a distance. The 
church being of wood-a framed one-of course must decay much 
Aooner t.han one of more solid material. 

In the year 1827, when Judge Hugh Nelson, Mr. William C. 
Rives, and Dr. Page, occupied their old seats, (having married into 
the families of the Walkers,) and the descendants of other old 
families were still around, the duty of repairing it W8S felt. But 
the vestry not being able, 8.8 of old, to order a levy of tobacco for 
building and repairing churches, it W8.8 not so easy to accomplish 
the work. One of the females of the parish on that occasion made 
the following very interesting appeal. It is believed to be from the 
pen of one who has since taken so active a part in procuring the 
new one which has recently been erected. * 

THE CHURCH'S PETITION. 

"Ye friends and kind neighbours, in pity draw near, 
And attend to my sorrrowfnl tale ; 

Should you grant me but misery's portion,-a tear,
To my grief-burden'd heart will that tribute be dear, 

While I my misfortunes bewail. 

"Stern winter is o'er, nor hia away will reaume, 
Thongh sullen and lOowling he mea ; 

Soft May greets ns now, 'With her beauty and blO('flI. 
And her whispering airs, breathing varied perfume, 

Bear her-incense of flowera to the skies. 

.. All nature is lovely and verdant around; 
New channa to creation are given,-

From the modest wild violet that droops no the ,...-vd, 
'10 the oak in the foreat with maJefl~y orown',l 

And proudly arising to heaven. -

ftV. National Institute at Waahington, and by hie uW'Illng, seal, and great die-
1OVeriea, is conferring beneflte on the whole human race, rendering the ooean almost 
II I&Ie aa t!1e dry land. 

4 lira. W. C Rives. 
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.. .dut, alas! not to me does the selb.:ln l"'tuMl. 

With reTimg and soul-breathing powers. 
WnUe all nature around me is smibng, 1 mourn 
My glory departed, my aspect forlorn, 

Contrasted with freshness and Bowers. 

"Through my windows dismantled and dreary ~ "' ... t 
The wild birds in my court seek their rest! 

The 011'1 an 1 the bat wheel their ominoUB Bight 
O'er my altar once haUow'd by heaven's own light, 

And there is the IIwallow's rnde nest. 

"Then pity, kind friends, and your timely aid lend. 
Or BOon I shall sink to decay; 

• Build up the waste places,' your Zion befnend, 
And gently on yon shall my blessing descend. 

Oh, let me not moulder away! 

.. Should this world e'er fOl'88ke yon, your friends become fcel, 
While a wreck, tempest-test, yon are driven, 

Then By to my anne, on my bosom repose; 
I can dry every tear, I CAn soften your woes, 

And lead you triumphant to heaven." 

'l'he result of this poetic appeal, in co-operation with other mcan.;;, 
was the raising a sufficient sum for the repairs of the church. Bu:. 
time atill going on with its ravages, it was felt that a new and more 
durable one should be had. A gentleman, some years since, thel! 
in prosperous circumstances, promiscd several thousand dollar. 
toward the erection of a new one, though by adversity he was dis
abled from the full performance of his promise. This stimulated 
the desire for a more expensive building than would otherwise have 
been attempted. It was commenced under the auspices of one 
family, * although the people around, during its progress, contri
buted about five thousand dollara to it. False calculations were made 
as to the expense of the atyle and manner of ita execution, which 
caused great delay in the work, and led to various eft'orts and soli
citations in Virginia and elsewhere in order to raise the needful 
amount. Could all the dis8.ppointments and miscalculations and 
costs have been foreseen, it would have been improper to have 
attempted such a building, as a much cheaper one would have 
answered all the needs of the neighbourhood. But it wa·s at length 
completed, and is in its exterior appearance a most beautiful build
ing, without any thing gaudy about it, while the materials and 
manner of its execution give the promise of its long continuance. 

As to Old Buckmountain Church, at the time that measures were 
--------------_._--- --.-

·tt The family or tho Hon. W. C. Rives. of Castle Hill. 
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oommeneed for the resuscitation of our Zion in Virginia, it had 
been 80 long in the use of some other denomination that it was 
claimed, not merely by right of possession, but on the ground of 
having been repaired. It will amuse the reader to learn the kind 
and the amount of repairs on which this claim was grounded. When 
I first saw it, more than thirty years ago, it was-though said to 
be repaired-a mere shell, with many an opening in the clapboard 
walls, through which the wind might freely pass. The inward re
pairs consisted in removing the old pews into the gallery, where 
they were piled up, and in their room putting benches made of the 
outside slabs from the sawmill, with legs as rude thrust through 
them, and of course no backs. The old pulpit was left standing, 
but by its side was a platform made by laying a few planks across 
the backs of two pews, which the preacher preferred to the old
fashioned pulpit. A few years after the revival of our' Church 
began, the Episcopalians around, not thinking that either these 
repairs or the occasional occupancy of the building had deprived 
them of their right, put in their claim, which, though stoutly re
siated by some, being as stoutly insisted on by others, was finally 
admitted, and the old church, being much better repaired than 
before, has ever since been in our poSBession and use. 

As to the ministers who have officiated in Fredericksville parish 
since the revival of the Church, we have but little to say. The 
Rev. Mr. B~m&1Ltook charge of it in 1818, and remained less 
than one year. The Rev. Mr. Hatch succeeded him in 1820 and 
continued until 1880. -He "was suoceeded by the Rev. Zachariah 
Mead, who continued three or four years, and, as did Mr. Hatch, 
;"ea the whole county. From 1888 to the fall of 1838, the ReT. 
\!.:. G.Jones, from Orange, officiated at Walker's Church. In the 
year 1889 the present minister, the ~ev. Mr. Boyden, took chargt' 
nf the parish, and for some years minisierea "a-rso to the congrega
tion on the Green Mountain. The church on Buckmountaiu has 
(or many years been se"ed in conjunction with other congregations, 
which will be mentioned when we speak in our next article of St. 
boe', parish. 
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ARTICLE LI. 

St • .Anne', PaN"', .Albemarle Oov!nty. 

iN the year 1761, Albemarle, besides its present territory, em
braced all of Fluvanna, Buckingham, Nelson, and Amherst. By 
various Acts between that time and 1777, it was reduced to its pre
sent dimensions. St. Anne's parish covered the whole of this region 
at its first organization in 1742, and by successive Acts was reduced 
to the same dimensions with the present county of Albemarle, with 
the exception of that part which forms Fredericksville parish. The 
dividing-line, after running some distance along the Rivanna, crosses 
the same and passes through Charlottesville. Of late years some 
other parishes have been (ormed within St. Anne's parish, as that on 
Green Mountain, &c. Our first knowledge of any churches in 
that part of St. Anne's parish now in Albemarle, as at present 
bounded, is of two which began about the year 1746 or 1747, under 
the direction of the Rev. Robert Rose, who moved from Essex to 
what is now Amherst, and extended his labours, during a; short period, 
to that part of Albemarle called the Green Mountain, where were 
built Ballenger's Church, not very far from Warren, and the Forge 
Church, not far from Mr. John Cole's, the ancestor of those now 
bearing that name, and who appears from the vestry-book in my 
posseuion to have been the most active member of the vestry, until 
the year 1785, when the record closes. After Mr. Rose's death, in 
1751, the Rev. Mr. Camp probably succeeded to all his churches. 
He lived in the neighbourhood of New Glasgow. The old glebe
house is still t.o be seen on the land of Dr. Hite, near the road· 
aide. He moved with his family to the West just before the Re
volution, and it is said was murdered by the Indians near the 
fort of Vincennes on the Wabash. Previously to this the Rev. 
Mr. Ramsay had settled in Albemarle and become the minister of 
St. Anne's parish with its reduced dimensions. He is represented 
as a very unacceptable minister. The Rev. Charles Clay fol
lowed him. He was near relative of our statesman, Mr. Henry 
Clay,-probably first-cousin,-and inherited no little of his talents 
and decision of character. He was ordained by the Bishop of Lon
ion in 1769, and on 22d October of the same year was received II 
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minister of St. Anne's parish. The vestry-book opens in 1772 and 
closes in 1785, during all of which time, as well as the three preced
ing years, Mr. Clay was the minister, living at the glebe, somewhere 
in the Green Mountain neighbourhood, and preaching at the two 
churches,-Ballenger and The Forge,-and sometimes at the court
house, and at various private houses in Albemarle; also, a.t the 
Barracks during the war, whioh was probably the place where the 
British prisoners under General Philips were kept, first by Colonel 
Bland, and afterward by General Wood. He also preaohed in 
Amherst and Chesterfield occasionally. The places of his preach
ing I ascertain from the notes on a number of his sermons, which 
have been submitted to my pt4rusa1. The sermous are sound, ener
getic, and evangelical beyond the character of the times. One of 
them, on the new birth, is molt impreB8ive and experimental. Another 
on the atonement, for Christmas.day, is very exceUent as to doc
trine, and concludes with a faithful warning against the profa
nation of that day by "fiddling, dancing, drinking, and such lib 
things," which he said were so common among them. 

In the year 1777, on the public fast-day, he preached a sermon 
to the minute-company at Charlottesville, in which his patriotic 
spirit was displayed. " Cursed be he (in the course of his sermon 
he said) who keepeth back his sword from blood in this war." He 
declared that the " cause of liberty was the cause of God," --calls 
upon them to "plead the cause of their country before the Lord 
with their blood." And yet he said, " There might be some present 
who would rather bow their necks to the most abject slavery, than 
face a man in arms." It was at this time and under these circum
stances that he became acquainted with Mr. JeiFerson, who, having 
removed into this parish from Fredericksville, was now elected to 
the vestry of St. Anne'S, though it does not appear that he ever 
acted. This intimacy was kept up until his death in Bedford county, 
in the year 1824, where he and Mr. JeiFerson each had farms, and 
where, during the visits of the latter, there was much friendly in
tercourse. During the la.tter years of his ministry in St. Anne's 
parish, the connection of Mr. Clay with his vestry was very un
happy. The sa]ary of one year was the occasion of it. There ap
pears to have been some division in the vestry about it. The ma
jority, however, was against Mr. Clay, and a law-suit was the result. 
The decision was not satisfactory to Mr. Clay, and he refused taking 
the amount oiFered, and told the vestry if they would not pay 
him what he considered right, he would receive none. The vestry 
ordered Mr. Fry, the collector, to lay it out in a land-warrant, 

VOL.ll.-4 
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thinking that he might change his mind. Nothing more appeazoed 
on the vestry-book about it, and how it was ended I know not. I 

Mr. Clay mUlt have left St. Anne's in 1784, for we find him repre- I 

scmting the Church in Chesterfield in the Episcopal Convention a& . 
Richmond, in the year 1785, but never afterward. The Church 
was daily sinking, and, his mind being soured perhaps by his con· : 
troversy with the vestry, and discouraged by the prospects before 
him as a minister, he moved to Bedford, and betook himself to a 
farmer's life, only officiating occasionally at marriages, funerals, I 

&c. to the few Episcopalians of that region. He married & most . 
estimable and pious lady of that neighbourhood, who survived him 
many years and contributed greatly to the revival of the Church 
under the Rev. Mr. Cobbs of that county. He left a numerous 
and most respectable family of sons and daughters, who have ad· 
hered to the Church of their parents. At his death the Rev. Mr. 
Ravenscroft performed the funeral services. There was something 
peculiar in the structure ,?f Mr. Clay's mind, in proof of which it 
is mentioned that by his will he enjoined, what has been strictly 
observed, that on the spot where he was buried, and which he had 
marked out, there should be raised a huge pile of stones for hit 
Bepulchre. It is about twenty feet in diameter and twelve feet high. 
and being first covered with earth, and then with turf, presents the 
appearance of one of those Indian mounds to be Been in our Western 
Statel. 

In looking over the vestry-book, which extends from 1772 to 
1785, we find nothing requiring notice exoept the list of vestrymen 
and what is said of churches. 

The list of vestrymen is as follows :-John Coles, Jacob Moore, 
John Ware, Patrick Napier, James Hopkins, James Garland, Michael 
Thomas, William Coxe, John Fry, Roger and George Thompaon, 
William Burton, John Harris, John Scott, Thomas Jefferson, Or· 
lando Jones, William Oglesby, Richard Farrar, Philip Masle~ 
William Hughes, Samuel Shelton, Wm. Ball, Charles Lewis, Na
thaniel Garland, Nicholas Hamner, Richard Davenport, John Old, 
Joshua Fry, Charles Irving, John Jordan. The vestry appears 
throughout to have been attentive to the glebe-house and its appur· 
tenances. As to churches, in 1774 it was ordered that a church 
be built at a place to be chosen by Henry Martin and Patrick 
Napier, and that Messrs. Roger and George Thompson might each 
build a pew, adjoining, at their own expense. In 1777 a ohurch 
was contracted for with Mr. Edward Cobbs, at whOle house servicee 
had been held. J t was not finished for some years. It is also 
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stated that in 1777 Mr. James Minor, Dabney Minor, and John 
Napier were appointed to examine a church built by a Mr. Ander
SOD. During the ministry of Mr. Clay there was also a Mr. Holmes 
acting as. a teacher and preacher in Albemarle. He was also Ame
rican in his feelings, and rejoiced in the capture of Cornwallis. 

After the resignation of Mr. Clay the Rev. Mr. Dameile per
formed some services here and in Nelson. We learn that he became 
in volved in debt, and studied law; but, not extricatiug himself, he 
left his family, and, going to the South, spent some years there. 
From the year 1795 to 1812 the Rev. William Crawford occasion
ally officiated at the churohes in St. Anne's parish. 

After that period there were no services until the year 1818, 
"hen the Bel'. Mr. Bausman divided his labours between the few 
remaining Episoopalians about Oharlottesville in St. Anne's parish, 
and Walker's Church, in Frederiobville. The Episoopal Churoh, 
under new auspices, now began to revive a little. The Gospel was 
preached in a olearer and more foroible manner than had been com
mon in Virginia, and the ministers exhibited more zeal. In the year 
1820, the Rev. Frederiok Hatch succeeded to Mr. Bausman, and 
extended his efforts to the Green Mountain, finding a considerable 
number of the old families still attached to the Church. Old Bal
lenger Church was in ruins, and that called The Forge was in little 
better condition. Still, se"ice was held in it for some years. The 
&rat time I ever saw it was in company with Bishop Moore, not long 
after his coming to Virginia. It was a cold, cloudy, stormy day, 
and the wind whistled not only around but within· its tattered walls. 
The Holy Communion was administered to a few of the old adhe
rents of the ohurch. General Cooke, from Fluvanna, had oome 
that morning from his home, between twenty and thirty miles, to 
partake of his first Communion, 8S he has oontinued to do ever sinoe 
on Episcopal visitations. The resolve was taken that day, that a 
new and better house must be provided for the worship of God, 
which has been faithfully fulfilled. Some miles off, in a more oen
tral position and on a beautiful site, a. neat and exoellent brick 
church has been ereoted, and near it, more reoently, a parsonage 
and small glebe have been added. A parish has been established in 
that part of the county. A suocession of ministers either in whole 
or in part have ministered unto it. The Rev. Mr. Hatch stands 
int. Then follow the Rev. Zachariah Mead, the Rev. Joseph 
Wilmer, the Rev. Mr. Boyden, the Rev. Charles Ambler, and their 
I'reaent reotor, the Rev. W. M. Nelson. But few of the old fam;. 

Digitized by Google 



OLD CHUROHBS, MINISTKRS, AND 

lies are represented now. The Fryes, Cobbs, Nicholases, Harriaee, 
Lewises, Garlands, Thomases, Thompsons, Joneses, Napiers, are 
gone, but the descendants of John Cole, in considerable number, 
the Tompkinses, Riveses, Carters, Gants, Randolphs, and ot~era, have 
taken their places, and will, I trust, fulfil them well. In that part 
of the parish called North Garden, and near which an old church 
stood, a new brick church was also erected by the zeal and libe
rality of a few devoted friends, and the same was done also on the road 
leading from Charlottesville to Staunton, and the two, being brought 
into one parish, have generally been supplied with a minil!ter. 
The Rev. Mr. Christian acted for some time as missionary in that 
part of the county. Then the Rev. William Jackson, who recently 
fell victim to the fever in Norfolk, was the settled pastor for some 
years. After him came the Rev. Mr. Slack, and at present the 
Rev. Mr. Davis, who, as well as most of his predecessors, connect 
with them the church on Buckmountain, in Fredericksvi1le parish, 
and sometimes the church at Rockfish, in Nelson county. 

To the zeal and enterprise of the Rev. Mr. Hatch, is, under God, 
to be ascribed the building of the church in CharlottesviUe, which 
stands just within the bounds of Fredericksvil1e parish. For a long 
time the court-house was the only place in Charlottesville or round 
about for public worship. The four leading denominations in the 
State equally divided the Sabbaths, and some thought that this 
was sufficient, and calculated to promote peace and love among them 
a11. Mr. Jefferson used to bring his seat with him on horseback 
from Monticello, it being some light machinery which, folded up, 
was carried under his arm, and unfolded served for a chair on the 
floor of the court-house. But the great body of the people felt 
the need of a more convenient place of worship, where more per
SODS could be accommodated and in a better manner. It was pro
posed that all denominations should unite in one; but that was 
found full of difficulties, and was soon abandoned. It was then 
proposed that two should unite,-the Episcopalians and Presbyte
rians; which also came to nothing. Mr. Hatch, who was opposed 
to either scheme, then circulated a SUbscription for an Episcopal 
church, which immediately succeeded, and was soon followed with 
the same succe88 by all the others; and the village is now filled 
with well-built churches. The plan of the Episcopal church was 
furnished by Mr. Jefferson, and, though far from being the best, is 
much better for the purposes of worship and preaching than most 
of those which now come from the hands of ecc1esiological archi. 
tects, who, if hired to injure the voices and energies of ministers, and 
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to t'rnatrate the main purposes for which temples ot religion :tore 
built, conld not have succeeded much better than they have done by 
their lofty ceilings, their pillars, recesses, and angles, besides the 
heavy debts into which they have led their employers. The church 
in Oharlottesville has been recently enlarged and much improved. 

The Rev. Mr. Hatch was succeeded in this parish by the Rev. 
Zachariah Mead, an alumnus of our Seminary. For the encou
ragement of young men of weak constitutions to choose a country 
parish, let me give the experience of Mr. Mead. When he left the 
Seminary he was thought to be far gone in that disease of whieh 
he eventually died,-consumption,-so that he required assistance 
to get into the stage which was to convey him to the place where 
it was soon to be determined whether a speedy death or a prolonged 
life was to be his portion. The latter was his portion. By little 
and little he enlarged his sphere of labour, until on horseback he 
rode over the whole hilly and mountainous country of Albemarle, 
taking charge of all the congregations in both parishes, which now 
employ, and fully employ, the labours of four ministers, and in 
less than a year swam the Rivanna River, on horseback, on a 
bleak day, without taking cold. He became a hearty man, and 
continued so until he returned to the North, took charge of a con
gregation in Boston, lost his health, and was obliged to seek its 
restoration in the milder climate of Richmond and in the editorial 
chair. Had he returned again to the labours of a country ministry, 
his days and services might have been prolonged. Mr. Z. Mead 
was succeeded for two years in the church at Oharlottesville by the 
Rev. Mr. Oobbs, (now Bishop,) while performing the duties of 
Chaplain to the University. He was followed by the present 
minister, the Rev. R. K. Meade, who has been in this position ever 
since his ordination,-more than twenty years. Every fourth year 
at first, and, of late, every two years in eight, the Chaplaincy of 
the University is filled by an Episcopal minister, which deserves to 
be mentioned in the history of the Church in this parish. It was 
just before the Chaplaincy of Mr. Cobbs, that a circumstance 
occurred deserving some notice, as it occasioned much excitement 
at the time, and not a little misapprehension. A pestilential 
disease had visited the students of the Institution for two succes
sive years, or twice in the same year, sweeping a number of them 
into untimely graves. There was something most unaccountllble, 
mysterious, and awful in all the circumstances of it. Though 
there was confessedly much of irreligion and even infidelity in the 
.r"\altyof that day, yet such an awe rested upon them, that at the 
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instance of a pious member of it, Judge Lomax, the Law Profe880r, 
It was determined to celebrate the event in the most solemn man· 
nero The Episcopal Convention was to meet in Charlottesville the 
ensuing spring, and that was selected as the proper time for it. 
The author of these pages was requested to prepare and deliver a 
discourse at that time and on the occasion referred to. It was a 
most trying and responsible undertaking, but he dared not refuse. 
At the time appointed there was present, on Sabbath morning, in 
the great rotunda of the University, a large number of the clergy 
and laity then in attendance on the Convention, with the ProfessoR, 
8tudents, and people around. 

The sermon was preached from those word8 of the Prophet Amos, 
(3d chap. 6th verse,) "Shall a trumpet be blown in the city and 
the people not be afraid? Shall there be evil in the city and the 
Lord hath not done it?" I need not say that the doctrine of an 
overruling special providence was drawn from these words, in op 
position to atheism, chance, or some general divine providence 
which attends only to great things, which governs and directs tho 
8pheres, but lets the atoms fly at random,-that a warning was 
given to take heed to this judgment, and carefully inquire what 
was the righteousnes8 that God called on us to learn. The im· 
portance of literary institutions was dwelt upon, and especially the 
great duty of calling in the aid of Heaven in the conduct of them. 

I hope the reader will excuse the insertion of the following 
passages:-

"The design of God, therefore, in these dispensations, and the use U) 

be made of them by us, are as plain as they are important. When God 
visits us with the rod of affiiction, it is that we may search our heat1l 
and try our ways and turn to him. When his judgments are abroad in 
the earth, it is that thc inhabitsnts may learn righteousness. Does it not, 
then, become all concerned in this Institution to ask, May not these 
judgments have been intended to stir us up to more zeal in rendering it 
holy and acceptable to God 7 Should they not ask, With what views and 
hopes have we entered upon this work 7 Did we acknowledge th. 
Almighty, and feel that without his blessing we could Dot prosper 7 or 
was our hope from the talents and favour of man? Have we not only 
invoked the aid and placed it under the guardian care of God, but sin· 
cerely dedicated it to him, wishing to make it an instrument of glory in 
our land, by training up youths, not merely in human literature, but in 
the sublimest of all sciences and the noblest of all virtues,-the knowledge 
and love of God 7 If such have not been the principles upon which this 
Institution was raised, or on which it is now conducted, is it superstition 
0)1' weakness to ask whether these visitations have not been sent to show 
the rulers thereof their entire dependence upon God? See how easily 
the Almighty can blast all their high hopes and dash all their noble 
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tchemes to the earth. See how quickly he can send a plague or pestilence 
through these buildings, and scatter far and wide the young tenantill 
thereof, and strike such a panic through the hearts of parents and frienda 
lbat you can scarce recall thew. Oh, it is a hazardous experiment to un· 
dertake to conduct such an institution, in which the minds of young 
immortal and rational beings are to be instructed, and their passions 
restrained and their actions regulated, without constantly and earnestly 
imploring and seeking the aid of God in the way of his appointment. It 
CIUInot be done. I know the difficulties of this work; I am well aware of 
the peculiar difliculties of it in this place; and am not upbraiding those 
who are sincerely desiring to do all that is right. But still, as the minister 
of God requested to speak on this occasion, I can take no other view of 
&he subject than that which has been presented, and am firmly convinced, 
from the word of God and the past history of man, that any attempt to 
succeed in such a work without invoking and securing the blessing of 
God must fail of permanent success. 

"In every age of the world the instructors of youth have ·been deeply 
iwpreEed with the importance of inculcating reverence to the gods, and 
making religion take its due part in their public exercises. The philoso
.phers of Greece and Rome--"Socrates and Plato, Seneca and Epictetus
railed not in this duty. The Rabbis in Judea made this a principal 
tlCience in their schools. And has it pleased the Almighty to clear away 
.. 1 the shadows and clouds and reveal the true light to us? Has he visited 
me earth and brou~ht life and immortality to light by the Gospel? Has 
_ set this in opposition to all the wisdom of man,-philosophy, falsely 80 

talled,--saying, • Where is the wise, where is the scribe, where is the 
disputer of this world? Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this 
world ?' And shall this be neglected and left out of the wide range of 
scientific research? Shall we be content to be wise for a few years only, 
and not for everlasting ages? From the circle of sciences shall the mos~ 
important and sublime and interesting be excluded? In an institution 
bearing in its very name a determination to take the widest raage of 
intellectual improvement, shall that be omitted in which all are equally 
because all are infinitely concerned? Shall the roving and adventurous 
mind of youth be permitted to wander through all the labyrinths aud 
mysteries of science without the sure light of heavenly truth to guide it? 
Ob, might I he permitted to speak to all the friends and patrons and 
directors of this College in the language of plain but atrectionate entreaty, 
I would beseech tbew, as they would bave it to find favour with God and 
man and be a mighty blessing to our 8~te and country, that they solemnly 
dedicate it to Al~hty God, and place it under bis guardian care. In 
his name and by h18 laws let them rule over it. Let them see that the 
high motives and awful sanctions of religion be continually and eloquently 
presented to the minds of the youth committed to their care. Let the 
divine philosophy of the Bible be here studied. Let the morality here 
taught be the morality of the Bible. Let the Bible, which is the religion 
of Protestants, be the text·book of first esteem and most constant referer.ce. 
Let the history of our religion be learnt; let the proofs of Christianity be 
investigated; let the proJlhecies of the most ancient and venerable boob 
be read and compared With all other histories that attest their fulfilment. 
Let it not be said that nothing is taught contrary to Christianity j that the 
mind is left free to its own choice: rather let it be announced to the 
1rOrld that every thing which can be said is said in its behalf, and every 
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thing which can be done is done in order to lead those immortal souls, whl 
come hither for the high improvement of their faculties, to the saving 
knowledge of Him who is 'the true God and eternal life.' Then indeed 
may we be assured that this Institution enjoys the smiles of a graciau 
Providence, and will be as others in our land,-the fruitful nursery of 
Christian patriots, of learned defenders of the faith, of able and eloquent 
ministers of the Gospel, 88 well 88 of those who shall adom by their worth 
and talents all other professions of our land, and shed a mild lustre over 
..he most private walks of life. Then will the most anxious Christiaa 
parents, and the most fearfully jealous Christian ministers, oherish it wid! 
fondne88, 88 the favoured of God, and with confidenoe commit, as to a 
fostering mother, the sons whom they have dedicated to Heaven, IUd 
would have to be trained up in its holy nurture and admonition; IUd 
then will those pious youths who have been here advancing in all divine 
as well 118 human wisdom ever look back to these seats of aoience with 
delight, and reckon among the happiest and best of their days those spent 
lJ'ithin these oonseorated walls." 

At this discourse much ofFence was taken by some, and many 
misrepresentations went forth through the State. It was charged I 

against it that, besides undertaking to interpret and apply the 
judgments of God in a way whioh had been most carefully avoided, 
a personal attack had been made on the Professors and Visitors of 
the University, and especially on its chief founder, whose opinions, 
having been published to the world, were known to be contrary to 

those expressed in the sermon. So extensively were these charges, 
with many colourings and exaggerations, spread abroad, that after 
due consideration the sermon was published, and the author had 
the happiness of learning that the efFect of its publication was I 

suoh as he desired. Many were astonished to find that any in a 
Christian land could object to its doctrine, or expect any other 
improvement of the occasion from a Christian minister. But it 
was long before the preacher could be forgiven by some within the 
walls of the University. Previous to that he had been freely in· 
vited to preach there, but for some years even some of his friends 
were afraid to propose it. We must, however, in justice say, that 
the opposition was not from Virginians, nor from Americans, but 
from foreigners, who were allowed to forbid a minister of Virginia 
to be heard in the University of Virginia. It was, however, the 
happiness of that minister to see, only a few years after, all the 
ofFensive features of his sermon adopted into the administration 
of the College, as far perhaps as is practicable under the circum· 
stances of its existence as the oommon property of all denomina
tions of Christians and all citizens of the State. 
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ARTIOLE LII. 

P .. u. in .Am1w.lt, Neuon, Botetourt, Bocklwidge, (he"""". 
and Montgomery. 

IN 1761, Amherst county and Amherst parish were separated 
from Albemarle county and St. Anne's parish. In the year 1778, 
Amherst parish W&8 divided and Lexington parish established. In 
the year 1780, the boundary-line W&8 changed so &8 somewhat to 
reduce Lexington parish. The line, &8 settled in 1780, we presume 
is the same, or nearly the same, which now separates Nelson and 
Amherst. Amherst parish was left in that part which is now N el
son county. We have seen in our notice of the Rev. Mr. R~e.z 
that he became minister of this region about 1745 or 1'746, by being 
minister of all St. Anne's parish and Albemarle county, then 
extending over Amherst and Nelson; that he had four churches 
ordered by the vestry at one time,-two in what is now Albe
marle, and two in what is now Amherst and Nelson. He W&8 
followed by the ~v. John Ramsey, who W&8 minister in 1754 and 
also in 1758,-how much longer not known. In 177~7 4-76 we find 
the Rev. Ichabod Oamp minister of Lexington parish,-how long 
before 1778 not known. He lived at the glebe near New Gl&8gow, 
now in possession of Dr. Hite. The shell of the parsonage is still 
to be seen. 

About the commencement of the war, Mr. Camp moved to Illinois, 
to a fort on the Wabash, and tradition says that he and his family 
were destroyed by the Indians. The first minister of Lexington ') 
parish, after its division from Amherst, W&8 the Rev. John Bu- I 

chanon, in the year 1780. The following is the entry in the vestry- . 
bOOk :-" The vestry, taking into consideration the distressed con
dition of the parish for want of an orthodox minister, elect Mr. J. 
Buchanon, a gentleman of fair character, &c." This is the same 
person who afterward ministered in Richmond. He was ordained 
in 1775, and had officiated acceptably elsewhere in Virginia. In 
the year 1788, the Rev. Jo~~ W. ~~l~ W&8 elected. In the year 
1789. the Rev. Charles CrawfoJ:d, a native of Amherst, W&8 ordained 
by Bishop -Madison, and received &8 minister of this parish, and 
ccmtinued its mil'1ster until 1815, when, from great corpulency, 
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age, and infirmities, he resigned. Those who have retained the 
recollection of Mr. Crawford, and have knowledge of him .,therwiae, 
bear testimony to his excellency as a preacher and a Ohristian. 
The Rev. Silas Freeman succeeded him in 1828, and continued a 
few years. The Rev. Charles Page followed him and laboured for 
many years in that and the adjoining parish of Amherst, in Nelson 
county. The Revs. Nelson Sale, Stewart, Black, Caldwell, Walker, 
Oaldwell again, and Martin, have followed in too rapid succession. 
The Rev. Mr. Nowlin is the present minister. 

The churches in Lexington parish were-Pedlar's, near the moun
tains, where a new one was built some years since; Rucker's or 
St. Matthew's, some miles from the court-house; Maple Run 
Church, afterward moved to New Glasgow; and another called 
"Bent Chapel, which was near James River. This being burned 
down was never rebuilt. The brick church now at New Glasgow 
was built by a general subscription, but chiefly of Episcopalians, 
and regularly assigned to them, but afterward claimed by others 
and forcibly entered by the Campbellites. It was then bought, by 
the Episcopalians, of the executors of David Garland, to whom it 
legally belonged, being on his land, and was regularly consecrated 
&8 an Episcopal Church. Another church of brick has within the 
last few years been built at the court-house of Amherst county. 
The following is the list of vestrymen of __ ~~js parish fr~:-

---- -- _'0"__ \..t f 

Richard Ballenger, Hugh Rose, Ambl'08e Rucker, Joseph GoodwiD, 
Josiah Ellis, Richard Shelton, Richard Ogilsb", Benjamin Rucker, Wm. 
Ware, Henry Christian, John Christian, {.harles Taliafero, Thom .. 
Moore, Jos. Burras, W. S. Crawford, Nelson Crawford, Richard Powel~ 
James Ware, James Franklin, Reuben Norvel, Thomas Crews, Richard 
Ellis, Thomas N. Eubank, William Shelton, John Coleman, Gabriel PenD, 
David Woodroof, James Dillard, Daniel Gaines, Samuel Higginbotham, 
Robert Christian, Roderick McCulloch, Samuel Meredith, John Wyatt, 
David Crawford, George Penn, Edward Carter, James Calloway, Jamel 
Higginbotham, David Tinsley, Robert Walker, Henry Turner, John Eu
bank, James Ware, John McDaniel, Edward Winston. John Ellis, Arthur 
B. Davies, Cornelius Powell, Edmund Penn, David S. Garland, Dr. Paul 
Cabell, William H. McCulloch, Samuel M. Garland, Ralph C. Shelton, 
Zachariah D. Tinsley, Dr. H. L. Davies, James Thornton, William I. 
Cabell, William H. Johnson, John I. Ambler, Jr., Henry Loring, Vale
rius McGinnis, Whiting Davies, William R. Roane, Thomas Strange, 
James S. Pendleton, Captain J. Davies, Edward A. Cabell, Prosser Powell, 
William Waller, Wilkins Watson, A. B. Davies, Jr., B. B.. 'faliafero, 
Robert Warwick, Marshall Harris, D. H. Tapscott, George W. ChristiaD, 
William Knight, Dr. William S. Claiborne, Lucas P. Thompson, Martin 
Tinsley, James Davies, William Shelton, James Rose, Willtam Tucker, 
Edwin Shelton. 
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• UIHBRST PARISH, NELSON COUNTY. 

We have seen that this was st'parated from Lexington in 1778. \ 
It is not known how many churches there were in it at that time, \ 
but certainly one at Rockfish Gap, near the mountain, and one 
near James River, in the neighbourhood of the Cabells. The Rev. I 
Robert Rose, in his journal ending in the year 1751, often speaks 
of being at the houses of the Cabells and preaching in that neigh
bourhood, and doubtless a church must have been built there soon ' 
after, called Key's Church. Aj1Q.u~_~~~Jear 1780, it is believed '\ 
a Mr. Buchan was minister of that parish,-probabry the same who 
was af&rward in Staiford. In the year 1790 the Rev. Isaac 
Darneile appears on the journal of the Convention as minister of I 
i&iS parish. Of him I have spoken on a former occa.sion, as one 
who was always in pecuniary difficulties, who exchanged the pulpit 
for the bar, and, failing in that also, left his family behind, and, ! 
going to the South, spent some years there. In 1795 the ~ 
~'illiam Crawford, brother or near relative of Mr. Charles Crawford, , 
succeeded Mr. Darneile, preaching at Rockfish Key's, the old " 
court-house, and Hat Creek. Mr. Crawford was, I believe, the 
last regular minister of this parish, until the Rev. Charles Page 
undertook the charge of it, in connection with that of Lexington, 
Bome yea.rs after the revival of the Church commenced. The Rev. 
Mr. King and Dr. Stephens, of Staunton, had performed some 
duties at Rockfish Gap Church before Mr. Page's more regular 
assumption of the charge of the parish. The Rev. Frederick 
Goodwin succeeded Mr. Page in this parish, and has continued to 
be its minister until the last year. The Rev. Mr. Martin is its 
present minister.* 

As to the churches in the parish of Amherst and county of N el
BOn of more recent erection, there was, until a few years since, one 
called Calloway'S Church, of whose date, however, I am unable to 
speak positively, but think it must have been at a much later date 
than the old ones which have long since passed away. This has 
been deserted of late years for two new brick houses,-the one 
called Trinity, near the residence (Oak Ridge) of old Mr. Rives, 
and built chiefly, if not entirely, by him, and the other at New 
Market, on the James River Canal, at the mouth of Tye River. 
The old church at Rockfish ha.s also been removed to a more con· 
venient place, not far oif, and entirely renovated. 

* The BeT. Cleland Nelaon preceded Mr. Goodwin in this pariah. 
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Amidst no little opposition, Captain John B. Coles and Mr. 
Martin, two fast friends of the Church, determined upon the eft"ort 
for its removal and renewal, and invited all the neighbours-even 
the poorest-to meet at certain appointed days for its prostration, 
its removal and re-erection, and completely triumphed over all 
opposition and falsified all unfavourable prophecies. In another 
place I have stated that it has been for many years supplied wit! 
occasional services by ministers from Albemarle county. 

THE FAMILY OF CABELLS. 

Among the numerous f&milies of Amherst and Nelson who were 
the active supporters of the Episcopal Church, the Roses and Ca
bells were most conspicuous. Of the Roses, the descendants of 
the Rev. Robert Rose, who died in 1751, leaving large estates to 
his four sons, we have already written in our sketches of the father 
in a previous article. Of the Cabells we will now make some 
mention, abridging our notice from the various accounts we have 
of them. 
~ William-·Cilhdi)a surgeon of the British navy, emigrated 

ttl lrgini~-&b~J.he· y~~!:. ~J_20 or 1725, according to different ac
counts. It is said lieowned twenty-five thousand acres of land on 
either side of Upper James River, in the countif's of Nelson, Am
herst, and Buckingham. He was one of the earliest vestrymen and 
wardens ir\ the Church, as established in that part of Virginia, and 
was the intimate friend of the Rev. Robert Rose. Between the 
years 1740 and 1750 he appears as chiefly concerned in the contracts 
for the building of churches, &c. He had four sons,-~illiam, 
Joseph, John, and Nicholas. William, the eldest, was the owner of 
~e estate calle4. Union H}l1, in Nelson county, on J&me; Ri;;:-
Mi Grigsby has given a veri glowing account of this mansion and 
the hospitality of Its owner, and his great business-talents as a 
farmer, and in other respects comparing his house to Mount Vernon, 
except that it was larger, and himself to Washington, as to the 
management of his estate, and methodical accounts kept by him. 
He speaks of his association with W II.shington in all the great poli
tical bodies in Virginia previous to 1776, as well as in that year, and 
of his political career afterward, terminating in the adjournment of 
the Federal Convention. It remains for me to add, that before and 
after the death of his father, Dr. Cabell, he was also the active 
vestryman a.nd churchwarden hi theparlsh, the intimate friena of 
the Rev. Mr. Rose, who was often at nis house. I ha,"e before me 
subscription-papers and contracts in which he is leader in all Chllrcb 
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matl3rs in the parish, especially after the Estabhshment W<18 put 
down and it became neceBBary to raise a salary for the minister by 
private contributions. His son also, M.!. William Cabell, who was 
a rfll.)~:tativ~~esilrom this districtbelOrenis father'a 
death, an 18 conn~ction with hi8-rather~ took part" in ·ilie·~e8tr,.
proceedings. Of his other sons I have no account. Of his daugh
ters, one married Mr. Rives, the father of W. C. Rives and of a 
number of other sons and daughters; another married Judge Ca
bell; another the Rev. Mr. Legrand. The present Mayo Ca.bell, 
of Nelson, and Mrs. Bruce, of Richmond, are also descendants of 
Colonel Wm. Cabell. The second son of Dr. Cabell, father of the 
family, was Joseph, of whom all the information I have is, that he 
was also at various times in the House of Burgesses, and took 
part in the Revolution, and was the ancestor of General Cabell, of 
Danville, and of the Breckenridges of Virginia and Kentucky. Of 
the third son, John, I learn that he was in the Convention of 1775 
and 1776, and was the father of the late Dr. George Cabell, of 
Lynchburg. Of the fourth son, Nicholas Cabell, of Liberty Hall, 
I find that he was both In -ine fi.;ld and the Legislature, and was 
the father of the late Judge W. H. Cabell and Joseph C. Cabell. 
I have also papers showing that he was a vestryman of the church 
in this parish, and took a lively interest in its air airs. He was the 
c~ector.m.. ~!!e "~!l.!>~~riptions made to the ministers aft~rth; Revo
lution: to him Mr. Darnelle applied in his difficulties, for r~lief, 
ilrur"both hi!!!self and his brother, Colonel Wm. Cabell, acted _~~ 
f~.!..uLMr. -fumeilell]" adyancing .. ID.Qlle,y~ f~r __ ~lm: ~)jp 
of paper before me I find that he also coHected what was given to 
t.!!!. Rev. M!:.. CI~I' while miDister in" Aibemarle, ".ror"~~~0~~i~.ii 
~1f!~"~e.!L ~~ .~Q~ . .9hurc~, .in N~lsonJ.. 'p.ut ~hich Mr. Clay I·t!· 

(~~ste~iIl! ~o_g~!e to the poor of the parish. * 

* The tollowing additions to my account ot the Cabella have been Bent me by one 
of the family, and will, I am sure, prove interesting, not only to all of that wide· 
"Pread CODDectiOn, but to many others . 

.. Dr. William Cabell came to Virginia either in 1728 or 1724. Colonel William 
Cabell. Sen. it was who once held twenty-five thousand acreB ot land in thiB region. 
Ilia tather may at one period have owned halt ao much. Hill object seemed to be 
rather to acqnire that ot the beet and moat durable qna1ity tor the use ot his po .. 
tsrity. than to embrace a aurface which conld not be brought into use tor a genera
tion to come. He accordingly Beeured all the alluvial land in the Valley ot James 
River, tor more than twenty miles continuously. above this place, where he resided. 
W .. not he also the Wm. Cabell whom Mr. Rose visited f I have some doubtB whe
Uler Colonel Wm. Cabell (who was bOrD in March. 1780) was Bettled at Union HiD 

\ 
\ 
\ 

) 
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I have also a manuscript sermon preached by the Rev. Charles 
O'Neale, then probably a minister of some neighbouring pariah, 

(or Colll!ton, &8 it 11'&8 then called) before Mr. Ro8e's death. Two of the oontracli 
for building churches in Albemarle, which I sent you, were those spoken of bI 
Mr. Rose near the close of hie diary, and probably len with Dr. Cabell for .e
keeping. 

"1. or the eons of Dr. Cabell, the lirat and third-William and John-married reo 
lpeotiTely Margaret and Paulina, daughters of Colonel Samuel Jordan, who lived on 
James River, in Buckinghaa, and near the Seven Islands. The former 11'&8 ac
oounted an able man and true patriot in his day, and 11'&8 much respected in all the 
relations of lite. He had four 80ns, of whom three were eomewhat distinguished 
in the family. Samuel Jordan, thl! eldest,-who married Sarah, daughter of Colonel 
John Syme, of HanoTer,-wall the member of Congress from thi. diltrict from 1796 
to 1808. He had risen to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel in the Southern War, and 
aRerward served in the Legislature of the State, and in the Convention of 1789. 
William, genflrally mown &8 Colonel Wm. Cabell, Jr., also served in the latter scenes 
of the war in this State, and 11'&8 occatlionally in the Legislature aRerward. He 
married Anne, daughter of Judge Paul Carrington, and 11'&8 the father of Colonel 
Edward A.. Cabell, sometime of Amherst, now of W&8hington, D.O., of Mayo Oabell. 
and of Mrs. Bruce, and others. Landon,-the third son,_ man of distinguished 
talente and acquirements, but never in public life, married a daughter of Colonel 
Hugh Rose, Ilnd was the father of Dr. B. Henry Cabell, noll' of Richmond. Colonel 
Cabell's daughter Paulina had married Major Edmund Read, of Charlotte, (son of 
Colonel Ole.ment Read,) before she Wall married to Rev. Mr. Legrand. 

"2. Colonel Joseph Cabell-who married a Miu Hopkius, of Amherst, (noll' Ne\
son,)-had but one Ion and leveral daughters. The son, who bore his own name, 
married Pocahontas, daughter of Colonel Robert Bolling, of Chellowe, Buohana.n, 
and their deacendante (of whom you haTe mentioned General Cabell) are numeroUl. 
Colonel Joseph Cabell was the ancestor of the Breckeuridgea of Kentucky, and not 
of Virginia. ThuI, his daughter Mary married John Breckenridge, (elder eon of 
General James Breckenridge.) This gentleman, aner a 8ucceuflll career at the 
bar here, (he lived in Albemarle,) removed with George Nicholu to Kentucky, 
of which territory they immediately became the leading citizens. When it was 
erected into a State Mr. Breckeuridge 11'&8 8ent to the Senate of the United States, 
and at his death 11'&8 Mr. Jelferson'8 Attoruey-General. The eldest eon of Mr. 
Breckenridge (J08eph Cabell Breckeuridge) was a ruing statesman of Kentucky 
at the time of his death. He married a daughter* of President Smith, of Prince
ton, and their eon is noll' Vice-President of the United States. The throe 
younger sons of Mr. Breckeuridge-John, Robert, and William-became dia
tinguiahed Presbyterian clergymen. Hi8 daughter (Letitia) married fint a 80n of 
Mr. Senator Grayson, and second, General P. B. Porter, of Nell' York, Mr. Adams'. 
Beeretary of War. To return: Colonel Joseph Cabell had other daughters, of whom 
Anne married Robert Carter, son of Carter Harriaon, of OliRen, in Cumber
land; and Elisabeth married Colonel William J. Len, of Campbell, Bometime mem
ber of OOngre&l from that district. The m~or part of Colonel J. Cabell'B deaeend· 
ante are noll' to be found in the West,-particularly in Kentucky and Miuouri. 

"8. Colonel John Cabell had several BonB,-of whom Dr. George Cabell, of Lynch-

• MJ.I 0u'0IlIIe 8ml&b, who, wben tbe antbor or tbIII work _ -* l'rIIIte&GIa 00Uep, _ a .-nW 
WUb tbelt1ldanta bl _ or bel' IIINI,1lnter.tln& q..utl& 
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af'cerward in Prince William, in the year 1794, on the occasion of 
the death of two of Mr. Nicholas Cabell's daughters, Hannah and 
Henningham, who died on the 7th and 8th of September of that 
year, aged the one eight and the other six years. In this sermon 
also we see the deficiency of the pUlpit in that day. Once only i. 
there alluion to Christ, when he says that "to those who lead a 
virtuou life, and die in the faith of Christ, the whole uspect of 
death is changed," while in the sermon, which is on resignation and 
preparation for death, he speaks of certain duties "to be performed 
in order to make u acceptable to God," and at the close of it says 
that "the best prepu.ration for death is a virtuous temper and a good 
life. When once you are furnished with these qualifications, you 
may view it approaching toward you with a calm and constant mind. 
free from any timorou and unmanly solicitude." Nothing is said in 
the sermon about a new birth of the Spirit as a necessary qualifica
tion for heaven, of faith in Christ and repentance toward God as 
being the constant exercises of the true Christian, and from which 
any good works can flow. There are many very good things said 
about the vanity of earthly things and the duty of considering our 
latter end, but they are such things as are common to the Christian 
preacher and the pagan philosopher. 

I might also speak of the Sheltons, Taliaferos, Thompsons, ) 
Ellises, Dames, Tinsleys, Garlands, and others, as having been 
Cast fril'nds of the Church in Amherst and Nelson, but refer to the 
list of vestrymen for the purpose of showing who were her perse
vering advocates. 

There is one name on which I must dwell for a moment. Mr 
William W.Um;, lately deceased, was perhaps ~!!riQ~ to no~! of 
the laity of Yirainia in personal piety and hearty zeal for the 
,-~ - ..... 

burg. w .. the eldest. His brother John, of the same place, was also a learned and 
I1IOCeII8fuI ph,.sician • 

.. A. third _Frederick_oceeded to the family mansion on JameB River, opo 
poahe New Market, and his eldest BOn, of the same name, was Beveral times a dele
pte from thil ocunty under the second CODititution, and the fint Senator from thi. 
district under the present rlgime. A. fourth Bon of Colonel John removed to Kentucky. 
One of hia cianghte1'l married fint her ocDlin Hector, and at'terward Judge DanieL 

.. 4. Colonel Nicholas Cabell embarked in the Revolutionary Bernce 80 earl,. 
II 1776, and seven! ,.ears afterward the Legislature appointed him to the com
mand of one of the State Regiments; but it so happened, and much to his moni-
6catiOD, that he was never called into action. He sened in the Senate for more 
thaa Iiltteen yean from 1786. Of his four 8001 we have mentioned the lrat and 
third. The second was the father of Professor Caben. of the University; the f01ll1ll 
!If Prancia Caben. of Warminster." 
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Church, as well as for all that was amiable and excellent in private 
life. He was well known in our Conventions, which he delighted 
to attend, and acted as an ~t vestl1D!.l!-~ and lay reader for I 

long time. He has left a large family of children, who I trust wiD 
follow bis good example. 

One word is added concerning the family of Massies, in N elaoD, 
not very far from Rockfish Church. It came at an early period 
from England, and settled in New Kent, where several in succesaioD 
were vestrymen. Major Massie, of Nelson, after having served in 
the Revolution, moved from New Kent about the close of the war, 
and was a vestryman of the Church in Frederick county, widl 
Colonel Burwell, Meade, and others. From thence he moved to 
Nelson, and lived in great seclusion the remainder of his days. He 
had three sons, of whom Dr. Thomas Massie, of Nelaon, was the eldeet. 

COUNTIES AND PARISHES OJ' BOTETOURT, ROCKINGHAM, ROOK

BRIDGE, GREENBRIER, AND MONTGOMERY. 

When Frederick county was first divided from Augusta, the lattet 
was left with all of Western Virginia beyond the Alleghany Moun. 
tains, then extending to the Pacific Ocean, or, as it was sometime. 
said, to the "waters of the Mississippi." 

In the year 1769, Botetourt was taken from Augusta, and alao 
extended westward indefinitely. At a subsequent period Mont
gomery was taken from Botetourt. But in the year 1777, Rock. 
ingham, till then part of Augusta, and Rockbridge and Greenbrier, 
were cut oft" from Augusta, Botetourt, and Montgomery. In aU 
of these, parishes were also established by Act of .Assembly. Wbal 
was done in them after this is unknown. In Rockingham, probably 
before its separation from Augusta, there were, as may be seen in 
our article on Augusta, two churches. In Rockbridge, when com· 
posed of parts of Augusta and Botetourt, there may have been a 
church or churches, but I have obtained no information of such. 
Before tbis period the Presbyterians had made settlements in this 
region, especially about Lexington. On none of our lists of clergy 
or records do we find any minister belonging to Rockbridge after 
its separation from Augusta and Botetourt. In Montgomery and 
Greenbrier parishes and counties, we presume there were none. In 
Botetourt parish, (for all the new parishes were called by the same 
name with the counties,) we find that the Rev. Adam Smith was the 
minister in the years 1774 and 1776. He was the father of Mr. 
Alexander Smith, sometimes written Smythe, of Wythe county, 
member of Congre88, and General in the last war with England. 
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We know of no other but the Rev. Samuel Gray, who appears on 
the journal of 1796, and who died in the parish poor-house, the 
miserable victim of drink. In Fincastle there was an Episcopal 
church on the spot where the Presbyterian churoh now stands. 
A new ohurch being built there, the Presbyterians worshipped in it, 
and were perhaps most active in its erection. By an Act of the 
Legislature, the lot of ground on which it stood was given to that 
denomination. It was not until the Rev. Mr. Cobbs commenced 
his labours in Bedford and extended his visits to Botetourt, that 
any hopes were raised, in the breasts of the Episcopalians in that 
county, of the establishment of the Church of their fathers and of 
their aft"ection. 

During the ministry of Mr. Gray, some of the descendants of 
Major Burwell, an old vestryman of the church in King William, 
had removed to the neighbourhood of Finoastle. General Breck
enridge, and Watts, who had not forgotten the Churoh of their 
forefathers, were also there. Woodville, son of the old minister 
of Culpepper, one of the Taylors from Old Mount Airy, in the 
Northern Neck, Madison, son of Bisbop Madison, and others who 
might be mentioned, were there to enoourage the eft"ort at esta
blishing a churoh. And yet, on my first visit to tha.t county after 
my consecration, only one solitary voioe was heard in the responses 
of our service. 

After some years the Rev. Dabney Wharton, from the neigh
bouring oounty, took Orders and entered on the work of resuscita
ting or rather establishing the Churoh there, and during his residence 
in the parish did much to eft"eot it. The Rev. W. H. Pendleton 
succeeded him for some years, and, though removing for a time to 
another, has returned to a portion of his former field. He was 
suoceeded by the Rev. Mr. MoElroy, in 1847. The Rev. George 
Wilmer also spent some years there, first &8 minister to the whole 
parish, and then to a portion of it, which was formed into a distinct 
pariah, now in the county of Roanoke. New churches have been 
erected in each portion,--one at Big Lick, in Roanoke, another at 
Fincastle, a third at Bnchanon. The Rev. Mr. Baker has for some 
years been the minister of the two congregations in Fincastle and 
Buchanon. The new church at Buchanon deserves a word of 
special notice. It is chiefly the result of female enterprise. A 
lady well known in Virginia, who occasionally visited it in the 
summer season, fleeing from the sultry heat of Richmond, deter
mined to e8"ect it by colleotions, far and near, of only twelve and 
" half cents from each contributor, and by dint of perseverance, 

VOL. H.-I) 
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succeeded in the course of a few years,-a.t least, so far as to secure 
the object. A neat, well-filled brick church is now to be leen M 
Buchanon. 

Although there was no church in Rockbridge county in former 
times, so far as I am informed, I must not omit to mention a moa' 
IUccessful eirort of later years. About the year 1889 or 1840, the 
Rev. William Bryant, a native of Virginia., and a graduate of Weet 
Point, who had left the army of his country to enter the army of 
the Lord and become one of the great company of preachel'B, was 
induced by his friend, and almost brother, as well as fellow-etudent 
at West Point, Colonel Smith, of the Military Institute at Lexing
ton, to come and seek to establish an Episcopal church at that 
place. Difficult as the work seemed to be, and most doubtful the 
success of it, especially to one of 80 meek and quiet a spirit, and 
destitute of thOle popular talents in the pulpit so much called for 
in such positions, he nevertheless, in humble dependence on divine 
assistance, undertook the task and succeeded far beyond general 
expectatiou. With generous aids from other parts of the State, 
and active exertions on the plP.rt of the few friends in Lexington, 
a handsome brick church has been built and a respectable though 
still a sm,all congregation been collected. The Rev. Mr. Bryant 
was succeeded by one of our presen~ missionaries to China.,-the Rev. 
Robert Nelson,-who, pursuing the same judicious course and putting 
forth the same eirorts with his predecessor, carried on the work 
with the same success, until in the providence of God he was called 
to a distant field in which he had long desired to labour. The Rev. 
William N. Pendleton has now for some years been labouring as his 
successor. 

Higher up the valley, in what was once Montgomery county and 
parish, but is now not only Montgomery, but Wythe, and Wash
ington, and others, we cannot read or hear of any eirort being 
made in behalf of establishing the Episcopal Church until within 
the last twenty years, when the Rev. Mr. Cofer was sent as mis
sionary to Abingdon, in Washington county. Some years after his 
relinquishment of the station the Rev. James McCabe occupied it, 
and during his stay, I believe, a neat but very small brick church 
was put up. He was succeeded for two years by the Rev. Mr. Lee. 
It has now for lOme time been without a minister, though we hope 
for better times. 

As emigration and natural increase of population shall follow 
the railroad up this narrow though fertile valley, and whenever the 
mountains on either side shall be cleared of their furests, we mal 
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lurely hope better things for our Church. Alreauy are there many 
intereeting families inheriting an attachment to the Church of their 
fathers to be found along the great highway leading through this 
part of Virginia and the West. At Wytheville the indefatigable 
elom of a mother and daughter have raised a considerable sum or 
money for the erection of a church. The tongue hath spoken, the 
pen hath written, and hands have laboured, in the cause, and none 
or them in vain. A most eligible sight, at great cost, has been 
obtained, and perhaps great progress made in the erection of a 
church. Other openings, I am told by those who have made recent 
missionary visits to this upper valley of V'll'ginia, are likely to 
present themselves. The Rev. Frederick Goodwin has just settled 
at Wytherille. 

---------
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ARTICLE LIII. 

St. George'. Pariah, 8pott'1llvania Oounty. 

1 AM saved all trouble in the examination of records and doea
ments, in order to the execution of this part of my work, by the full 
and interesting history of this parish from the pen of the Rev. Mr. 
Slaughter. His authorities are the old vestry-books and Henning's 
Statutes. 

The county of Spottsylvania was established in 1720, being 
taken from the counties of Essex, King William, and King and 
Queen. It extended westward to tke river iJegond the high moun- I 

taina,-the Shenandoah. The parish of St. George's was then 
commensurate with the county. In the year 1730, the parish was 
divided into St. George's and St. Mark's,-St. Mark's lying in the 
upper portion, which, in the year 1784, was made the county of 
Orange, and contained all that is now Orange, Madison, Culpepper, 
and Rappahannock. At the first establishment of Spottsylvania, 
in 1720, fifteen hundred pounds were appropriated by the House 
of Burgesses to a church, court-house, prison, pillory, and stocks. 
Governor Spottswood, after whom the county was named, esta
blished the seat of justice at Germanna, and there built a church, 
&c. In the year 1782, the seat of justice was, by Act of Assembly, 
removed to Fredericksburg, as a more convenient pla.ce; but, seven· 
teen years after, the law was repealed as derogatory to his Majesty's 
prerogative to take from the Governor or Commander-in-Chief of 
this Colony his power and authority of removing or adjourning the 
courts becauso it might be inconvenient in a case of smallpox lr 

other contagious disease. Fredericksburg was founded, by law, in 
the year 1727. Colonel Byrd, in his visit in the year 1782, says 
)f it at this time, "Besides Colonel Willis, who is the top man 
of the place, there are only one merchant, a tailor, a smith, an 
ordinary-keeper, and a lady who acts both as a doctress and cotree
woman." A church was built in that year, (1782.) There had 
been a church near Fredericksburg in the year 1728, (as also one 
at Mattapony,) called the Mother-Church, besides that bnilt at 
Germanna, by Governor Spottswood's order, at the first establish
ment of the county. Its first minister of whom we have any know-
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ledge was the Rev. Theodosius Staige, whose name is found inco~ 
porated with the Davis family, of Albemarle, and with some others, 
I think. He continued until November, 1728. The Rev. Mr. De 
Butta, of Westmoreland, became a candidate for the parish; but 
the Rev. Rodham Kennor, having been recommended by the Go
vernor, was accepted. He continued the minister for eighteen 
months, and then preached there once a fortnight for more than 
two years,-the Rev. Mr. Pearl occasionally officiating. The Rev. 
Mr. Kennor appears to have been a rolling stone,-passing from 
parish to parish,-and the vestry of St. George's were well pleased 
to part with him. In 1782, the Rev. Patrick Henry, uncle of the 
celebrated orator, and who was afterwards, and for a long time, 
minister of St. Paul's parish, Hanover, became the minister, and 
continued until April, 1784. Governor Gooch sent a Rev. Mr. 
Smith to the parish; but his preaching was so unacceptable that 
the vestry sent a deputation to inform the Governor that they could 
not accept him. They also petitioned the Governor to allow the 
Rev. James Marye, who was the minister of the Huguenot settle
ment at Manakintown, in King William parish, then in Goochland, 
now in Powhatan, and who was willing to come, to leave his parish. 
He was accordingly inducted in October, 1735. During his ministry 
two chapels were built in the parish at places not now to be identi
fied. Roger Dixon was allowed to have any pew in the church, 
except two already granted to Benjamin Grymes, provided he did 
not raise the pew higher than the other pews. In the year 1767, 
after a ministry of thirty-two years in this parish, Mr. Marye died, 
and was succeeded by his son, James Marye, who was born in 
Goochland, in 1731, was educated at William and Mary, and had 
been minister in Orange county. His father was one of the Hu
gnenots who fled from France at the time of the persecutions of the 
Protestants in that country. He married a Miss Letitia Staige, of 
London, daughter of an English clergyman,-perhaps the one who 
WII minister in Fredericksburg. Mr. Marye, Jr. continued the 
minister until 1780. He was the father of Mrs. Dunn, wife of the 
Rev. John Dunn, of Leesburg, and of Mrs. Yeamans Smith, of 
Fredericksburg. During his ministry a new church, near Bur
bridge's Bridge, was built, and was used as an Episcopal Church 
long after the Revolution, though now occupied by other denomi
nations. The parish also was divided during his time, and Berkeley 
parish cut off from it. The parish was now vacant for seven years, 
at the end of which the Rev. Thomas Thornton was chosen itt! 
minister. Under his ministry and the voluntary system, which was 
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of necessity adopted after the Establishment was put down, -th. 
congregation increased so as to require an addition to the church. 
This addition made it a cruciform church. It was, however, getting 
to be like an old garment with new cloth put upon its rent. During 
Mr. Thornton's ministry, Geueral Washington, coming to Frede
ricksburg to visit his mother, attended, as usual, the Episcopal ! 

Church, which drew such a crowd that something gave way in the ! 

gallery, which produced great consternation in the attendants, who ! 

rushed out of it through the doors and windows. It, however, atilt 
lasted for a number of years. I was in it in the year 1811, but a 
more dark and cheerless place I have seldom seen. The rite of 
confirmation was first administered in this parish by Bishop Madi
son, in the year 1791, during the ministry of Mr. Thornton. Soon 
after this Mr. Thornton left the parish, and died at Dumfries. The 
following obituary, taken from a paper of that day, shows not only 
that he was a minister of that parish, but also the high esteem in 
which he was held:-

"Died, in Dumfries, on the 25th ultimo, in the 76th year of his age, 
tbe Rev. Thomas Thornton, late rector of this :pariah. He poeaesaed steady 
faith, rational benevolenoe, and unaffected piety. With the dignity of 
the minister he associsted the familiarity of the man, and was truly an 
ornament to human nature. In his sermons he was accurate and peraua· 
sive, more attentive to sense than to BOund, to elevation of sentiment than 
to loftiness of style, expatiating on the evidenoes of Christianity when 
infidelity prevailed, and strongly urging the practioe of Christian morality . 
where vioe predominated. His amiable qualities seeured him universal 
respect, and his death is now tbe theme of universal lamentation." 

A successor to Mr. Thornton was chosen in 1792, in a way most 
unusual in an Episcopal congregation, and contrary to her laws, 
except in the case of Christ Church, N:orfolk, which is provided for 
by a special act. A notice was given in the old "Virginia Herald" 
inviting the subscribers to the Episcopal church to meet in the 
town-hall to elect a clergyman. On that occasion. ninety-six 
votes were giveu for the Rev. Mr. Woodville, and thirty-four for 
the Rev. Thomas Davis: Mr. Woodville resigned the parish in 
1798,-the year after his election,-and removed to St. Mark's, Cul· 
pepper, where he livE!d until his death, respected by all who kneW' 
him. 

On the 6th of January, 1794, the people assembled in the market
house, and again, by a popular vote, unanimously elected the Rey. 
James Stephenson their minister. Mr. Stephenson resigned in 
1805, on account of ill health. Mr. Stephenson married a Mi. 
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Little}l8ge, a lady of fine intellectual endowments. He was the 
father of the Hon. Andrew Stephenson and Mr. Carter StepheD6on, 
also of Mrs. Woodville. 

In 1806, the Rev. Abner Waugh took charge of the parish, but 
was obliged to relinquish it by reason of ill health. Retiring to 
llaslewood, where he soon died, he addreBBed the following letter 
&0 his friends in Fl·edericksburg:-

"Impreaaed with a high sense of their friendly regard and general at
tenuon to him during his rellidence and want of health among them, the 
Rev. Abner Waugh begs them to receive his acknowledgments. Lou 
of health, and consequently lOllS of power of being any longer nseful, com
pelled him to relinquish his prospects in Fredericksburg. In bidding the 
ciulens farewell, he wishes t)J.em, individually and generally, as much 
comfort, ease, and bappiness in this life as may be consistent with a more 
ezalted degree of happiness in the next." 

In the year 1808, the Rev. Samuel Low succeeded Mr. Waugh 
Mr. Low was a man of gigantic stature, stentorian lungs, and for. 
bidding countenance. His powers of oratory were great. He had 
been, before his coming to Fredericksburg, preaching to crowds in 
Norfolk, Richmond, and elsewhere, on duelling and gambling, and 
other special topics. Some of these sermons were published. He 
was at that time living with a woman who. was not his lawful wife, 
having deserted her who was his true wife and the mother of his 
children. It was some time before the news of this reached Fre
dericksburg, and when it did, he solemnly denied it in the pulpit. 
The fact being established beyond all doubt, he acknowledged it in 
a letter to the vestry, which is on record, and going to the North, 
obtained a divorce from his wife and married the other. The efFect 
of all this must have been most disastrous to the Church. 

In the year 1811, the Rev. Mr. Strebeck was"chosen to fill the 
vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Low, but the Church 
was little benefited by the change. Such was the unhappy con
dition of the parish, that the people, in 1818, were glad to avail 
themselves of the services of their present minister, as lay reader, 
one year, I believe, before he was old enough to be admitted to 
Deacons' Orders. 

As it has been a rule observed by me in these notices to avoid all 
praises or censures of the living, and in the fewest possible words refer 
to the acts and successes even of my oldest friends, therefore to Mr. 
Slaughter's account of the revival of the Church in this parish 
during the thirty-thrQe years of Mr. McGuire's ministry, ending 
with his history of the parish, to which must now be added fourteen 
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more, I refer my readers for a full view of the subject. Suffice it 
to say that, from that time, a succession of revivals, or rather a 
continued one, under faithful evangelical preaching, has added 
great numbers to the Church; that two new churches, each in· 
creasing in size and expense, have been called for; that several 
young ministers have issued from the parish,-among them the Rev. 
Launcelot Minor, whose remains are on the African shore, along. 
side of those of Mrs. Susan Savage, the devoted mi88ionary, whose 
spiritual birthplace was St. George's Church, as Fredericksburg 
was that of her other nativity. Mr. McGuire and he who makes 
this allusion entered the ministry at a short interval apart, and 
cannot be long separated in leaving it behind, for another and 'We 
trust higher ministry, in the presence of our Redeemer. 

Having done with the ministers and churches of St. George'. 
parish, nothing remains but to present a list of the vestrymen of 
the same. 

y~ from 1725 to 1847. 

Augustus Smith, William Grayson, John Waller, Thomas Ohew, Geo. 
Wheatle, William Hansford, H. Sharpe, John Taliafero, Francis Thorn. 
ton, Goodrich Lightfoot, Larkin Chew, Z. Lewis, Hon. John Robinaon, 
Henry Beverley, Ambrose Grayson, Henry Beverley, Edward Hickman, 
John Ohew, F. Taliafero, John Waller, Jr., Wm. Robinson, Rice Ourtia, 
William Battaley, John Taliafero, Jr., Richard Tutt, John Thornton, 
Rice Ourtis, Jr., William Waller, Edward Herndon, Robert Jackson, 
John Spottswood, Fielding Lewis, Joseph Broolr., Roger Dixon, Richard 
Brook, Oharles Lewis, Charles Carter, John Lewis, Charles Washington, 
William Dangerfield, Charles Dick, Joseph Jones, Edward Herndon, 
Thomas Fox, Lewis Willis, Thomas Colston, Thomas Minor, Michael 
Robinson, William Wood, James Tutt, Mann Page, George Thornton, 
Thomas Strachan, John Chew, John Steward, Thomas Crntcher, D. 
Branham, John Julian, J. W. Willis, James Lewis, G. Stubblefield, 
Benjamin Ballard, Thomas Sharpe, John Legg, Charles Mortimer, Cbu. 
Urquart, Benjamin Day, Francis Thornton, Jr., George Weedon, Edward 
Carter, R. B. Chew, George French, W. S. Stone, John Herndon, Th08. 
Strachan, Edward Herndon, Beverley Stubblefield. John Welch, Edward 
Herndon, Jr., John Wright, William Stanard, William Lovell, Charles 
Gates, David Blair, Samuel Greenhow, Fontaine Maury, Elisha HaD, 
James Brown, William Tallor, John Chew, Hugh Mercer, Godlove Heis
kell, Thomas Goodwin, Wlliiam Smith, Robert Patton, David Hendel'llOn, 
David C. Ker, Jacob Kuhm, John Minor, Charles L. Carter, William I. 
Stone, Benjamin Botts, John Scott, John Lewis, Dabney Herndon, John 
TaJiafero, Z. Lucas, Robert Wellford, James Smock, John Smith, Jr., 
William Bernard, G. W. B. SJKI?ner, Jamed Carmichael, Horace Marshall, 
Robert I. Chew, Francis Tahafero, Robert Lewis, Churchill Jones, Geo. 
Hamilton, John Mundell, Alexander F. Rose, R. Johnson, John Crump, 
Oharles Austin, William A. Knox, John Gray, R. T. Thom, John Han, 
William F. Gray, William Storke, F. J. Wyatt, John Metcalfe, John T. 
Lomu, H. O. Middleton, Larkin Johnaon. George Rotchrook, Jr., Y .. 
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IIWI8 Smith, Thomas H. Hanson, Archibald Hart, W. :&I. Blaokford, G 
W. Bassett, Mnrray Forbes, E. H. Carmichael, Thomas F. Knox, R. B. 
Maury, John Coakley, James Cooke, R. C. L. Moncure, William Pollock, 
I. B. Ficklin. 

BBRKBLEY PARISH, SPOTTSYLVANIA COUNTY. 

This parish was taken from St. George's in March, 1769-70. 
The first minister was the Rev. James Stephe,nson, who was after
ward the minister of St. George's. As he was ordained in London 
in 1768, and appears on the lists of 1773-74-76 &1\ minister of 
Berkeley parish, it is more than probable that he was ordained 
expressly for this parish, and became its minister in 1769. He 
was, I believe, a citizen of Virginia, and an inhabitant of Frede
ricksburg, before his ordination. From the time that the Rev. Mr. 
Stephenson left it for Culpepper, previous to his removal to Wil
liamsburg in 1794, we are unable to state who, if any, was the 
minister of Berkeley parish, until the year 1789, when the Rev. 
Hugh Ooran Boggs appears on the journal of Oonvention. He 
W88 either ordained by some other English Bishop than the Bishop 
of London, or else by Bishop White, or some other American 
Bishop, since Bishop Madison was not consecrated until 1790. 
Mr. Boggs continued to be the minister of Berkeley parish until his 
death. Rev. Mr. Ward succeeded him in 1837. The Rev. Dabney 
Wharton, the present minister, succeeded to Mr. Ward in 1848. 
Two new churches haye been built in this parish within the last 
Jear: one of them is near the court-house, and the other near the 
Louisa line. 
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ARTICLE LIV. 

St. Mark', !,amk, Oulpepper Oouftty. 

(
THIs pariah was originally in Spottsylvania, when that WI8 the 

frontier connty, and was a part of St. George'. pariah. The 
vestry-book, from whence I derive my information concemiDg it. 
thus begins in 1730 :-" In pursuance to an Act of the General 
Assembly holden at Williamsburg the ~lst day of May, 1730, 
entitled An Act for dividing the parish of St. George, in the county 
of Spottsylvania, and that all the other parts of the said parish 
be known by the name of St. Mark: according to the said Act, 
the freeholders and housekeepers of the said pariah of St. Mark 
did meet at the church at Germanna, in the said pariah, on the lat 
day of January, and there did elect and choose twelve of the moat 
able and discreet persons of their parish to be vestrymen,-viz. : 
Goodrich Lightfoot, Henry Field, Francis Hnntley, William Peyton, 
James Barber, (now Barbour,) Robert Slaughter, John Finlason, 
Francis Slaughter, Thomas Staunton, Benjamin Cave, Robert Green, 
Samuel Ball." Robert Slaughter and Francis Slaughter were the 
first churchwardens, William Peyton clerk, and William Peyton, 
William Philips, and John MacMath were continued lay readers 
at the several churches and chapels they formerly read at. 

At the meeting of the vestry in March, 1731, the church at 
Germanna is ordered to be repaired and the roof tarred; the Fork 
Chapel and the Monntain Chapel ordered to be swept and kept 
clean. Three houses of worship are recognised as being in use 
before the division, that at Germanna being the church, the others 
the chapels. The church seems to have required repairs. This 
was doubtless the house built by Governor Spottswood for the 
German settlers, who, like the Huguenots on James River, had 
been patronized by Government and allowed certain immunities. * 
By this time, however, they had removed higher up the river, into 
what is now Madison county. Colonel Byrd, in his visit to General 
Spottswood in 1732, speaking of Germanna, says, "This famous 

• Oerm_ waa BO called after this Bettlement by the Geraume, as Spottllyl. 
ftIIia waa 80 called after G01'8rno" Spottswood. 

Digitized by Google 



FAMILIBS OF VIRGINIA. 75 

town consists of Colonel Spottswood's enchanted castle Dn one side 
of the street and a baker's dozen of ruinous tenements on the 
other, where 80 many German families had dwelt some years a.go, 
but are now removed some ten miles higher up the Fork of Rn.ppa. 
bannock, to land of their own. There had also been a chapel about 
a bow-shot from the Colonel's house, at the end of an avenue of 
cherry-trees, but some pious people had lately burnt it down, with 
intent to have one built nearer to their own homes." Mr. Byrd's 
writings being full of such remarks, we may conclude that he does 
not always expect us to receive them as historical verities. Nf\ 
doubt the locality of the church was inconvenient, and many did 
not lament its destruction, as another would be built nearer to the 
body of the congregation. 

Before we proceed further in the history of this parish, it may 
be well to state what information we have in relation to this German 
settlement which Governor Spottswood had cherished on his estate 
at Germanna, which estate, it is said, was only a part of a tract 
of forty-five thousand acres on which he worked a number of iron
ore furnaces. From the letter-book of the Venerable Society in 
England for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, we obtain 
the following document, headed-

CASB OF THB GERMAN J'AMILIBS IN THB YBAR 1720. 

"The case of thirty-two Protestant German families settled in Virginia 
humbly showeth :-'l'hat tweh'e Protestant German families, consisting of 
about fifty person8, arrived April 17th, in Virginia, and were therein 
settled near the Rappahannock River. That in 1717 seventeen Protestant 
German families, con8isting of about fourscore person8, came and set 
down near their countrymen, And many more, both German and Sww 
families, are likely to come there and settle likewise. That for the enjoy
ment of the ministries of religion, there will be a nece88ity of building a 
small church in the place of their 8ettlement, and of maintaining a minis
ter, who shall catechize, read, and perform divine offices among them in 
the German tongue, which is the only language they do yet understand. 
That there went indeed with the first twelve Uer.uan families one minis
ter, named Benry Breger, a very sober, honcst man, of about seventy-five 
years of age; but he beiug likely to be past service in a short tiUle, they 
have empowered .Mr. Jacob Christophe Zollicofrer, of St. Gall, in Switzer
land, to go into Europe and there to obtain, if possible, some contributions 
from piou8 and charitable Christians towllrd the building of their church, 
and bringing over with him a young German minister to assist the said l\1r. 
Breger in the mioist'1 of religion, and to sucoeed him when he 8hall 
die; to get him ordalDed in .England by the Right Rev. Lord-Bishop 
of London, and to bring over with him the Liturgy of the Church of 
England translated into High Dutch, which they are desirous to use 
in tbe llublic worship. But this Dew settlement con8isting of but mesD 
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persobB, being utterly unll.Je of t,,, .. senw both to build a church aud 
to make up a salary sufficient to maintain such assisting minister, tbe,. 
humbly implore the countenance and encou1'llgement of the Lord-Bisbop 
of London and others, the Lords, the Bishops, as also the Venerable 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, that tbey 
would take their case under tlaeir pioUil consideration and grant their usnal 
allo1f&Dce for the support of a mmister, and, if it may be, to contribute 
something toward the building of their church. 

"And they shall ever pray that God may reward their beneficence both 
here and hereafter." 

Whether they did succeed in their efFort, and how long after this 
they continued at Germanua, and what W&8 their history after their 
removal, we are not able to state. One thing we have ascertained 
from one of the oldest men now living in Culpepper,-that within 
his recollection, their descendants, when without a Lutheran minis
ter, would come a long distance to receive the sacrament from an 
Episcopal minister at Buckruu Church, not many miles from Culpep
per Court-House. It is very certain that at one time they had a large 
church, a flourishing congregation, a fine organ, and good music. 

In passing on to our notic(\ of the churches and ministers of 
St. Mark's, we cannot but express some surprise at not finding the 
name of General Spottswood among those of the vestry, although 
it is mentioned in the vestry-book, as he always appeared while 
Governor to be much interested in Church afFairs. It may be that, 
as he livcd on the outskirts of the parish, and the new church 
was now removed so far from him, he declined an active part in 
its concerns. In a few years after this he died. His widow and 
children continued to live at Germanna, and were within the pas
toral charge of its ministers. We shall see hereafter that Mrs. 
Spottswood became the wife of one of them. 

Previous to the year 1728, we ascertain that a Rev. Mr. Staigt 
had officiated at Germanna, and after him a Rev. Rodham Kennor. 
Between the years 1731 and 1733 we find a Rev. Mr:-1)e Butts and 
a ~v. Mr. Pruit often preaching in St. Mark's, but neither of 
them was elected. In May, 1733, the ~ev. Mr. Beckett was regu
larly elected and continued minister until the -year 1739. 

In the year 1732, the vestry built a ohurch at the Two Springs, 
on the Germanna Road, at the cost of thirty-six thousand-weigh~ 
of tobacco. In the year 1688, the choice of a pew in the new 
church is ofFered to Colonel Spottswood. In the same year twenty
seven thousand pounds of tobacco are voted for building a new 
church in the Southwest Mountains; also, another, "twenty feet 
square, near Batley's Quarter, where David Cave be lay reader: 
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It. the year 1735, a chapel is ordered between Shaw's Mountain 
and the Devit's Run. Ordered the same year "that the ministers 
preach as the law directs at every church and chapel." . 

In the year 1739 we find the following order :_U That the church
wardens agree with the Rev. Mr. McDa.niel, if he please to serve 
the parish, and if not, some other minister, except Mr. Beckett." 
From something on the vestry-book a year or two before, there 
would seem to have been ~ s~~io~s cause of complaint against .. ~~., \ 
Beckett. In the year followlDg~11l"(): ~'ttie -ltev;'Jahn Thompson) 
~ recommended by Governor Gooch, and i88:Cceptecf. - 'In' ihis 
year also the parish of St. Mark, which was still in the county of 
Orange, was divided, and St. Thomas formed out of it. Mr. James 
Barber and William Cave being in the new parish of St. Thomas, 
Mr. William Triplett and William Russell were chosen in their room. 
Mr. John Catlett had been previously added to the v~try in place 
of one deceased. The estimate in which Mr. Thompson was held 
appears at once by the increased attention paid to the glebe-houses. 
In the year 1741, Mrs. Spottswood presents a velvet pulpit cloth 
and cushion to the church, and Goodrich Lightfoot is choseu vestry
man in place of Thomas Stanton, deceased. In 1742, a church 
was resolved ou in Tenant's old field. In the year 1743, an addi
tion of twenty-four feet square is ordered to the Fork Church. In 
1746, Benjamin Roberts and Philip Clayton appear on the vestry. 
In the year 1747, Robert Slaughter, Jr. is appointed vestryman 
in place of W. Finlason, deceased, and William Green in place of 
Robert Green, deceased. In the year 1750, a chapel is ordered at 
the Little Fork, where an old chapel stood. In the year 1751, Abra
ham Field is on the vestry, also Thomas Slaughter in place of 
Robert Slaughter, Jr., who removed out of the parish, and James 
Pendleton in place of Samuel Ball, deceased. In 1744, large addi
tions are made to the glebe-houses. In 1752, Bloomfield parish 
cut oft" from St. Mark's, and services at the court-house instead 
of at Tenant's Church. In 1752, Thomas Stubblefield and John 
Hackley on the vestry. In 1752, the site of the new chapel, which 
was ordered on the Little Fork, is changed to one in Freeman's old 
6eld, and to be called a church. In the same year,-1752,-a church 
ordered on Buckrun upon Colonel Spottswood's land, to cost fifty. 
four thousand pounds of tobacco. Some leaves being torn out, the 
next meeting of tho vestry is in 1757,-Mr. Thompson still the 
minister. Nathaniel Pendleton and James Pendleton are each clerk 
of one of its churches. In 1758, Thomas Slaughter and Anthony 
Gamet el('cted vestrymen. In 1760, an addition ordered to the 
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Little Fork Church, thirty-two by twenty-two feet. Willialt 
Williams vestryman in 1761. In the year 1768; William Ball vee
tryman in place of James Pendleton, deceased. Henry Field, Jr., 
in place of Henry Field, Sen., resigned. In the year 1764, the 
Rev. Mr. Thompson obtained leave to build a gallery in the church 
(that nearest Germanna) for the nse of his family and friends. In 
the year 1766, Samuel Clayton vestryman in place of Philip Clayton, 
resigned. In 1768, Buckrun Church enlarged. In the year 1770, 
the old glebe sold to Samuel Henning, and Mr. Henning allowed 
to build a pew in the gallery of Buckrun Church. Cadwallader 
Slaughter cbosen vestryman, and John Green in place of William 
Green, deceased. In the same year new glebe of three hundred acres 
bought of Francis Slaughter for one hundred and ninety-nine pounds 
and ten thousand-weight of tobacco. In 1771, Philip Pendleton ap
pointed clerk of the vestry in place of William Peyton, deceased. He 

I was also lay reader, as two others of the name)a4 bee..!!,"!~~"~thers 
I have been since elsewhere. In the same year<F~nCli Strot~nd 
"-John Gray vestrymen, in place of Goodrich Lightfoot, resigned, and 

Henry Field, removed. Another addition to the Little Fork Church 
of the same dimensions with the last. In 1772, a glebe-honse ordered, 
forty-eight feet long by thirty-two,-eight rooms,-for thirty-five 
thonsand nine hundred weight of tobacco. In the midst of theee 
preparations for the comfortable entertainment of the Rev. Mr. -" Thompson, his labours were ended by death, after a ministry of thirty. 
two years of uninterrupted harmony with his parishioners, and of la
borions duty in a most extensive parish. Judging from the number 
of churches and chapels, and their frequent enlargement, and the 
benches we read of as placed at the doors, he mnst have been a moat 
acceptable minister. His is one ease added to a number which might 
be adduced, from the vestry-books, in proof that where the minister 
is faithful to his duty the people do not wish to exchange him. 
Some few exceptions doubtless there were. Of so exemplary a 
man as Mr. Thompson the reader will desire to know as much as 

( can be furnished. Mr. Thompson was from Scotland, and took the 
degree of Master of Arts in the University of Edinburgh. On 
the 28th of October, 1789, he received Deacons' Orders in Duke 
Street Chapel, in the parish of Westminster, from the hands of 
Nicholas, the Bishop of St. David's. On the 4th of November of 
the same year, he received Priests' Orders from the same Bishop 
in the Chapel of St. James, within the palace royal of St. James 
of Westminster. On the following year we find him settled as 
minister in St. Mark's parish, where he continued until his death,-
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knowmg, &8 a minister, one only love. On the 9th of November, 
1742, he married the widow of Governor Spottswood, who was one 
of his parishioners and living at Germanna. By this marriage he 
had two children, Ann Thompson, who was born at Germllonn&, in 
1744, and married Mr. Francis Thornton, of FaU Hill. near 
Fredericksburg, at the early age of fifteen years, eight month .. 
The other is Mr. William Thompson, of whom I have 8S yet received 
no certain information. In the year 1760, Mr. Thompson mar
ried a second wife, Miss Elizabeth Roots, by whom he had three 
children,-:Mildred Thompson, John Thompson, and Philip Root/! 
Thompson. The last married the daughter of old Mr. R. Slaugh
ter, one of the vestrymen of that name in St. Mark's parish, and 
moved many years since to Kanawha, where his descendants for 
the last forty years have formed a little congregation of zealous 
Episcopalians. 

But although Mr. Thompson was so good and amiable a man, 
and, as tradition informs us, one of the most imposing of men in his 
person, he did not easily succeed in securing his first wife, in con
sequence of the family pride of the children, which objected to the 
union of the widow of Governor Spottswood with a minister of the 
Gospel. Such was the opposition that, after an engagement, she 
begged to be released. This clloused the following letter, which all 
must agree is a masterpiece of its kind. Its effect has already 
been told in the fact of their marriage in a few months. An entire 
reconciliation ot aU parties, however, was not effected until many 
years after, by the intervention of the Rev. Robert Rose, the friend 
and executor of Governor Spottswood, as I have said elsewhere. 

Con 0/ (J Lett.er from eM RefJ. John T1t.ompaon to Lady SpoUa'UXJOd. 
" MADAM :-By diligentl'l perusing your letter, I perceive there is a 

IIIUerial argument, whioh ought to have answered, upon which your 
tvoageR objection against completing my happiness would seem to depend, 
m.: That you would incur,. censures of ,. world for marrying a perlOn of my 
_on and character. B., whioh I undel'8tand that you think it adiminution 
of your honour and,. dIgllity of your family to marry a person in ~ station 
of a clergyman. Now, if I can make it appear thatlO ministerial office is 
ID employment in its nature ,. most honourable, an in its dects ,. mOBt 
beneficial to mankind, I hope your objections will immediately vanish, l' 
you will keep me no longer in 8DBpenBe and misery, but consummate my 
bappineaa. 

"I make no doubt, madam, but l' you will readily grant t no man 
OlD be employed in any work more honourable than what immediately 
relatAle to ,. King of kings and Lord of lords, and to ,. salvation of 
1Oula, immortal in their nature, and redeemed by,. blood of the Bon of 
God. The powers committed to their care cannot be exercised by r 
grea&e8t princes of earth; and it is ,. same work in kind, and ,. same lD 
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,. design of it, with y' of y. blessed Angels, who are ministering spirita 
for those who shall be heirs of salvation. It is y. same bnsiness l' ye Soa 
of God discharged when he condescended to dwell amongst men. Which 
engages men in ,. greatest acts of doing good, in turning sinners from ,. 
errolS of their ways, and, by all wise and prudent means, in gaining aouIs 
unto God. And the faithful and diligent discharge of this holy functloa 
gives a title to ,. highest degree of glory in the next world; for they l' be 
wise shall shine as y. brightnes.'1 of ,. firmament, and they y' turu maDY 
to righteousness as ,. stars forever and ever. 

" All nations, whether learned or ignorant, whether civil or barbarous, 
have agreed in this as a dictate of natural reason, to express their reve
rence for the Deity, and their aifection to religion, by bestowing extnor· 
dinary privileges of honour upon such as administer in holy things, and 
by providing liberally for their maintenance. And that the honour due 
to the holy function flows from ,.law of nature appears from hence,-y'iD 
ye earliest times y' ci"il and sacred authority were united in y. same penoD. 
i'hus Melchisedeck WlIS King and Priest of Salem; and among,. Egyp
tians ,. priesthood was joined with y' crown. y. Greeks accounted,. 
priesthood of equal dignity with kingship, which is taken notice of by 
Aristotle in several places of his Politicks. And among the lAtins we 
have a testimony from Virgil l' at ,. same time Anias was both priest and 
king. Nay, Moses himself, who was Prince of Israel, before Aaron WI8 

consecrated, officiated as priest in y' solemn sacrifice by which ,. covenant 
with Israel was confirmed. And y' primitive Christians always expreeaed 
a mighty value and esteem for their clergy, as plainly appears from eccl. 
siastical history. And even in our days, as bad as ,. world is, those of 
y' clergy who live up to ,. dignity of their profession are generally rev. 
renced and esteemed by all religions and well-disposed men. 

"From all which it evidently appears t in all ages and nations of ,. 
world, whether Jews, Heathens, or Christians, great honour and dignity 
has been always conferred upon y' clergy. And, therefore, dear madam, 
from hence you may infer how absurd and ridioulons those gentlemeo's 
notions are who would fain persuade 'lou l' marrying with y- clergy you 
would derogate from y. honour and dignity of your family. Whereas in 
strict reasoning the contrary thereof would rather appear, and y' it would 
very much tend to sUPr'rt .,. honour and dignity of it. Of this I hope 
you will be better conVInced when you consider the titles of honour aDd 
respect l' are given to those who are invested with,. ministerial functioD 
as amply displayed in ,. Scriptures. Those invested with y' character lie 
called y. ministers of Christ, stewards of ,. mysteries of God, to whom 
they have committed ,. word of reconciliation, ,. glory of Chrillt, ambu
sadOIS for Christ in Christ's stead, oo-workers with him, an~s of f 
Churches. And then it is moreover declared y' whosoever desplSeth tlIem 
despiseth not man but God. All which titles shew y' upon many account! 
they stand called, appropriated, and devoted to God himself. And, there· 
fore, if a gentleman of this sacred and honourable charscter should be 
married to a lady, th01l2h of ,. greatest extraction and most excelleDt 
personal qualitiP.!l, (whicn I am sensible you are endowed with,) it can bB 
no disgrace to her nor her family, nor draw,. censures of y. world upou 
them for such an action. And therefore, dear madam, your argumeo& 
being refuted, you can DO longer consistently refuse to consummate my 
happiness. JOHN THOMPSON . 

.. May, 1742." 
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While we entirely agree with all that is written above as to the 
respectability of the ministry, we would caution against an ill use 
that is sometimes made of the principle advocated by Mr. Thomp
son. No matter how high the birth, how complete the education, 
of a lady, if she be truly pious, humble, and devoted to good works, 
she may be a suitable helpmate to a minister; but it is not often 
dlat one very delicately brought up in the higher walks of life can 
accommodate herself to the circumstances of many of the clergy. 
As to those who are born to large fortune, let the ministers of re
ligion rather avoid than seek them as companions, taking warning 
from the many unhappy failures which have resulted from such 
experiments. 

We now proceed with the history of the parish. After employ-
ing ~e Rev. Charl~ Woodmason for a short time, the vestry elected ) 
the Rev. Edward Jones,ofCa;oiiil'a, and had him inducted,-a thing 
of rare occurrence:-I~ this year Mr. John Waugh is chosen vestry-
man. In the year 1773, it appearing that no convenient place, 
having water, could be found on the land purchased for a glebe, the 
vestry obtained one hundred more, at a cost of one hundred and 
fifty ponnds, from Mr. Francis Slaughter. One of the churc~es 
being burned that year, the vestry determined to build one forty by 
sixty of wood, on Mr. Robert Freeman's or Peter Bowman's land. 
This order being reconsidered, it was resolved to build one eighty 
feet by thirty, of brick, on the land of Peter Bowman. In this year 
Captain Richard Yancey was vestryman in the place of Major John 
Green, who had entered the Continental service. In the year 1778, 
the vestry recommend subscriptions for paying the officers of the 
church. In the same year Biskett Davenport vestryman in place 
of William Williams, deceased. In February, 1780, Mr. Jones re
signed the parish, and the vestry advertised it.* Mr. John Gray 
resigned his seat, Robert Pollard chosen vestryman. In April, )' 
1780, the J!.~y..!.Mr:.~~'ph~nson was elected. The last meeting re
corded in the vestry-book Is-iii 1784. On the journal of the Con
vention in 1796, Mr. Stephenson appears as the minister of St 
George's Church, Fredericksburg, and Mr. Woodville as from St. 
Mark's parish, they having changed places, as Mr. Woodville had 
been the minister of St. George's. Mr. Woodville had married the 
daughter of Mr. Stephenson, who was also the father of Mr. An-
drew Stephenson, our late minister to England, and of Mr. Carter 

* The ReT. Mr. Iredell al80 offioiated tor a time in thia parish, bnt W&II a disgraoe 
\II the ministry. 

V':IL. IL-6 

Digitized by Google 



d2 OLD CHURCHES, MINISTERS, AND 

Stel)henson, who died some years since in Fredericksburg. Wi~ 
Mr. Woodville I became well acquainted soon after my entrance on 
the ministry, being often at his house (the glebe) in Culpepper, 
where he connected a school with the ministry, both of which he 
conducted in the most conscientious manner, being himself '-' man 
of nnblemished character. His son James became a lawyer of dia
tinction in Botetourt connty, and his son Walker has for many 
years been supplying some parts of his father's old parish. With 
his wife and two daughters, Fanny and Sarah, I became intimately 
acquainted, and with purer spirits I do not expect to be acquainted 
on this side of heaven. The former has long since gone to her rest. 
The two latter-Fanny, who married Mr. P-ayne, and is the mother 
of a numerous ofFspring, and Sarah, who is unmarried, and lives 
with her-are residing in Mississippi. I often ~ar from them, and 
rejoice to know that they still love Virginia and the old Church of 
Virginia. I cannot take leave of old St. Mark's parish and vestry 
without a brief reference to those who once composed them,-the 
Spottswoods, Slaughters, Pendletons, Fields, Lightfoots, Barbers, 
Greens, Peytons, Caves, Balls, Williamses, Strothers, KnoX8s, 
Stephenses, Watkinses, and others, who amidst all the adversities 
of the Church have been faithful to her. Others have followed in 
their path,-the Thompsons, Carters, Randolphs, Winstons, Mor. 
tons, Stringfellows, Cunninghams, Thoms, and others; but death, 
removals, and other circumstances, have sadly hindered her pro
gress. Perha.ps no part of Virginia has sufFered more in this way 
than the county of Culpepper. 

As I am writing of the past for the gratification and benefit of 
the present, and not of the present for the use of the future, I caD 

despatch the remaining history of St. Marks in a few words. Soon 
after the resuscitation of the Church of Virginia commenced, a new 
church, called St. Stephen's, at Culpepper Court-House, was esta
blished within the bounds of St. Mark's parish, and the Rev. Wil. 
liam Hawley appears on the journal during the years 1814 and 
1815 as the minister. He laboured and preached zealously there 
and in Orange, and with much efFect. He was followed by Mr. 
Herbert Marshall, who for some years laboured faithfully and 
8uccessfully. In the fear 1827, the Rev. George A. Smith com· 
menced semce and continued it Cor several years. The Bev. 
Annesley Stewart performed some duty there aCter Mr. Smith's 
removal. 

The Rev. John Cole has now for a long term of years been 
minister in Culpepper. Previously to his coming a new churcll 
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had been built at Culpepper Court-House, and since his settlement 
in the parish two new ones have been built on opposite sides of the 
count;, near each branch of the Rappahannock, while the old brick 
church in Forb is still remaining. A comfortable parsonage bu 
aJao been provided for the minister. 
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ARTICLE LV. 

Urange Q,unty.-St. TI&omat Paritl. 

[The Bishop is indebted for the following communication to the pen lid 

labours of ita present minister, the Rev. Mr. Earnest.] 

" THB county of Orange (embracing St. Mark's parish) was sep .. 
rated from Spottsylvania in the year 1734. It was" bounden sooth· 

I erly by the line of Hanover county, northerly by the grant of the 

) Lord Fairfax, and westerly by the utmost limits of Virginia." In 
I 1740," for the convenience of the minister and the people," the 
I parish of St. Mark's was divided. The southerly portion, includiDg 
I a part of what is now Madison county, was called St. Thomas parish, 
. ~\ and its western limits were somewhat reduced. St. George's parish, 
\ \ Spottsylvauia, of which St. Thomas was a part, had for its western 
\ boundary" the river beyond the high mountains:" the summit of 
\ the Blue Ridgebeingmadl' the western limit of St. Thomas parish. 
, Before the days of the Revolution St. Thomas parish had within 

its limits three churches,-m.: The Pine Stab Church, the Middle "M____ . ...-..,.. 
or Brick Church, and the O~ange Church. The two former have 
dieappeared entirely,-although both were standing and in tolerably 
good keeping within time of memory. The last named, and the 
oldest of the three, situated near Ruckersvine, a small village aboot 
eighteen miles from Orange Court-House, in what is now the county 

. of Green, is still standing, though it has long ceased to be used 88 

a place of worship by an Episcopal congregation. It was for a long 
, while in the occupancy of the Methodists. The old church, which 
is of wood, has undergone so many repairs since the time it W88 

built, that it is thought, like the old frigate Constitution, little if 
any of the original timber is to be found in it. As I passed it 
some years lince, for the first time, curiosity-rather I may say 
veneration for the ancient house of God-led me to stop and take 
.. near view; but my heart was saddened to see this relic of former 
times so far gone into dilapidation as to be wholly unfit for the 
sacred purposes for which it was set apart. Here old Major Burton, 
a staunch patriot and as staunch a Churchman, who had served his 
country in the war of the Revolution, continued for a long while 
in the absence of the regular ministry to serve the church as' a la, 
reader. 
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.rhis church, though the oldest of these three Colonial church~ \ 
W88 not the first in point of time that was ereoted within this parish. \ 
The first church that was built in the parish was situated about ten \ 

I 

miles northwest of Orange Court-House, on a portion of land now . 
owned by Mr. Robert Brooking. The country adjAcent was doubt- , 
leas sacred ground with the aborigines long anterior to the dis
covery of America; for but a short distance from this "churl!h in 
the wildemess," upon the right bank of the Rapidan itiver, is 
yet to be seen an ancient mound, or burial-place of the Indians. 
Here, as the waters of this rapid stream lave its banks, there are 
often exposed to view the bones of the mighty dead,-bones whose 
giant size indicate that a race of men hardy, athletic, and powerful 
once inhabited this fertile region. 

At what period of time this first" Orange Church" was built, we \ 
have it not in our power exactly to verify. We have been told that 
it W88 frequented as a place of worship by some of the old settlers 
as early as 1728. Certain it is, that it was used as such in 1740,- J 
the year in which St. Thomas was formed into a separate parish. . 
The winter of this year was noted in this region for its exceedingly 
great Beveri'y. The degree of cold was 80 intense that several of 
the early planters determined on seeking a more genial climate 
farther south, and accordingly purchased lands in North Carolina. 
At that time an old Sootoh minister of the Episcopal Church, 
whose name I have not been able to ascertain, but who it seems was 
fond of good cheer and a game of cards, officiated regularly at 
this church. He resided with Mr. Benjamin Cave, Sen., a first 
settler, whose residence was but a short distance from where the 
old church stood. Subseqnently, as the settlements advanced west
ward, the old church was removed about eight miles distant to the 
place where its remains are still standing. 

The Middle or Brick Church was situated about three miles south. ) 
east of Orange Court-House, on the old road leading to Ft'ederioks
burg, upon land owned originally by Mr. James Taylor, Sen., a 
first settler, and subsequently in possession of his grandson, Mr. 
Zachary Taylor, who was the graadfather of the late General 
Zachary Taylor, and is now owned by Mr. Erasmus Ta.ylor. We 
have not been able to ascertain the yel'lT in which the ohuroh was 
built; but from certain printe records in our possession we can " 
uaign the date of its erection somewhere between 1750 and 1758. ./ 
This church, like the old Colonial churches generally, was well buih 
and of durable materials. As late as 1806, time had made but 
little impression upon it. But what time failed to accomplish wae 

, 
, 
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reached by the unsparing hand of man. After the Church iI 
Virginia was divested of her gJebes, her houses of worship came to 
be regarded by the multitude as" common property"" While her 
hand was against no man, every man's hand seemed to be agaiDat 
her. During or shortly before the last war with Great Britain the 
work of the church's destruction was begun. Delenda BIt OtlrtMgo 
seemed to be the watchword of the ruthless foe. They first com· 
menced with the roof; this soon yielded to their onset; the rafters 
next gave way: the naked, massive walls resisted for a time their 
further onslaught, but, nothing daunted, they redoubled their forcee 
and renewed the attack. The walls fell, and the triumph of the 
invaders was complete, as they carried away as so many captives 
the vanquished, unresisting bricks. The altar-pieces, (the gift of 
Mr. Andrew Shepherd,) executed in gilt letters, and which long 
adorned the venerated chancel, were torn from their ancient rest· 
ing-places, rent into fragments, and were afterward, though with 
no sacrilegious intent, attached as ornamental appendages to some 
articles of household furniture. 

Amidst the general destruction of the property of the church, 
even the ancient Communion-pla.te, belonging to the parish, came 
to be regarded as common property. This plate, consisting of a 
massive silver cup and paten, with the name of the parish engraved 
thereupon, was, as we learn, the gift of a few pions communicants 
about a century since, among whom were Mrs. Frances Madison. 
grandmother of the President, and Mrs. James Taylor, mother of 
the late Mr. Robert Taylor, and Mrs. Balmaine. It has been only 
by the exercise of vigilance that this solitary remnant of the old 
church's property has been rescued and handed down in a state 
of perfect preservation, for the present use of St. Thomas's Church. 

I The time of the erection of the Pine Stake Chnrch is, like that 
, of the other two, involved in obscurity. It is probable that it ft8 

boilt about the same time as the Middle or Brick Church. It 
was situated near Mountain Run, about fifteen miles northeast of 

\ Orange Court-House, on lands originally taken up by Mr. Francia 
! Taliafero, Sen. It continued to be used as a place of worship by 
I an Episcopal congregation in the early part of the present century, 
\~nd was standing at least as late as the year 1813. During the 

war of the Revolution a Mr. Leland, a Baptist preacher, who ft8 

a man of considerable notoriety in these parts at that period, ap
plied to the vestry for the use of this church. The following letter 
from the father of President Madison, who was at the time I 

member of the vestry, written in a clear, bold hand, (the original of 
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which we have in our possession,) answers his application, and at 
the same time throws no little light upon the rights and privilegea 
of the Ohurch as they stood at that time:-

.. August 28, 1781. 
" 8m :-For waut of opportunity and leisure, I have delayed till now 

amnrering your letter relative to your preaching in the Pine Stake Ohurch. 
When the veat? met I forgot to mention your request to them, as I pro
mised you, till It brcke up. I then infouned the membel"!l present what 
you required of them; who, as the case was new and to them unprece
dented, thought it had better remain as it then stood, lest the members 
of the church should be alarmed that their rights and privileges were in 
danger of being unjustifiably disposed of. 

"I do not remember ever to have heard of your claiming a right to preach 
in the church till you mentioned in your letter of such a report. As to 
any right in Disesnters to the church, you may see by the Act of Assembly 
made in the October Session in 1776, they are excluded. The Act, pro· 
bably to satisfy the members, (as much as the nature of the ease would 
admit of,) reserved to the use of the Ohurch by law established the glebes, 
churches, books, plate, ornaments, donations, &c. Which, as hath been 
generally said, the Dissenters were well satisfied with, having in lieu 
thereof by the same authority gained a very important privilege,-the 
exemption from contributing to the support of an established Ohurch and 
ministry, which they bad long groaned under and complained of. On 
·considering the case I make no doubt, air, but your candour will readily 
excuse the vestry in not granting your petition. 

"I am, sir, your humble servant, 
" JAMES MADISON 

"Rev. Mr. LELAND." 

At a later period, ministers of other denominations had free 
access to these old Oolonial churches, and used and occupied them not 
80 much by courtesy as of common right. The Old Orange Ohurch 
was for a long while in the exclusive use of another denomination 
of Ohristians, and the Middle Ohurch was for some time, as was 
also Walker's Church in Albemarle, alternately occupied by the 
Rev. Matthew Maury and the blind Presbyterian preacher. The 
latter came to this part of Virginia at a period of gre~t depression in 
the Episcopal Ohurch, and a house of worship was erected for him 
near Gordonsville, in this county, to which, however, he did not con
fine his ministrations. It was here, probably on his way from 
Albemarle to Orange Court, that Mr. Wirt was furnished with a 
theme which has given as much notoriety ~ himself as to the 
preacher. Before this Mr. Waddell laboured among his people in 
comparative obscurity. His fame as ~ preacher was little known, 
even in his own immediate vicinity, until after the appearance of 
Mr. Wirt's celebrated letter in the British Spy. His congregations, 
which previously had been very small, now became large to )ver· 
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(
flowing. _ ersons from a distance far beyond the usna! limit of 
attendance upon divine worship in those daya-some on foot, t.ome 
on horseback, some in "every kind of conveyance" -flocked to hear 
the famous blind preacher. Without meaning to detract augbt 
from his fame as a preacher, we have no doubt, if we may form 
an opinion from the representation of persons who knew him well 
and heard him orten, that his discourse on the occasion referred to 
owes not a little of its surpassing beauty and eft'ectiveness to tbe 
brilliant imagination and fine descriptive powers of the anthor of 
the British Spy. 

Turning DOW from the old Colonial churches to the clergy who 
ministered in this parish in former times, we find ourselves, in the 
absence of vestry-books and other ancient records, somewhat at a 
lOBS to reproduce in exact chronological order their names and the 
period of their sernce. "The memory of man," and some private 
records in our pOBBession, must furnish all the data upon which we 

(
can proceed in this regard. The old Scotch minister to whom we 
have already referred, who resided 'Jiear-aJiQ"preached at the first 
Orange Church as early as 1740, is the first in the order of time 

I of whom we can obtain any information; and even his name is 
: passed into oblivion. In 1758, the name of the ~!'~ 

Marshall appears for the first time in connection with this parish, 
though "It is probable he took charge of the same at an earlier 

" period. He continued to reside here until the time of his death, 
'" which took place either in 1757 or 1758. We find it on record in 

the clerk's office of this county, that letters of administration upon 
his estate were taken out in the latter year. He was buried in 
the churchyard attached to the Old Brick Church, but for a long 
while no stone or other memento distinguished the place of his 
interment. At length, many years after his death, a connet> 
tion of his bequeathed a certain sum, upon condition that his 
legatee was not to receive it until he had first placed a tombstone 
over the remains of the Rev. Mungo Marshall. In due time 
thereafter this was done. But it was not long permitted to desig
nate the quiet resting-place of the dead. When the work of 
destruction commenced upon the church, the despoilers did not 
overlook the churchyard. The graves of the departed, and the 
monuments sacred to their memory, were not sacred in their eyea. 
The tombstones were borne oft' by their sacrilegious hands and ap
propriated to common and unhallowed uses. That which covered 
the remains of this man of God was used first to grind paints 
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upou, and afterward served in a tannery for the purpose of dreea
ing hides. 

In 1760, we find the ~!~_WilliaI!lJ}iJ>l!.rnJ: officiating in this \, 
pariah. Whether he was removed by death or otherwise we oannot 
ascertain; but his residence here was a brief one;* for at the close 
of the year 1761, the Rev.lames Marye, Jr., having just entered .... "'...".,..-. ~ . 
into Orders, commenced his ministry in Orange. His first recorded 
official act tc which we are able to refer was his preaching the 
funeral sermon of the paternal grandmother of President Madison. I 

We find in the family record of her son (James Madison, Sen.) the 
following entry :-" Frances, wife of Ambrose Madison, departed 
this life October 25, 1761, and was interred the Sunday following, 
(at Montpelier in Orange.) Her funeral sermon was preaohed on 
Wednesday the 80th of December following, by the Rev. Mr. James 
Marye, Jr., on Revelations xiv. 18." Mr. Marye was a worthy \ 
exception to a class of clergy that obtained in Virginia in olden \ 
time. So far as we can Jearn, he was a man of evangelical views . 
and sincere piety. We have seen a manuscript sermon of his on 1 
the religious training of children, whioh would do honour to the I 
head. and heart of any clergyman, and whose evangelical tone and ) 
spirit might well commend it to every pious parent and every en- . 
lightened Christian. He remained in charge of this parish about 
aix years. Upon the death of his father, (the Rev. James Marya, 
Sen.,) who was the minister of St. George's parish, Spottsylvania, 
for thirty-one years, he was ohosen to supply his place,-an unmis
takable evidence of the high regard in which both father and son 
were held by the parishioners of St. George's. The Rev. Mr: Marye 
is the first minister in St. Thomas parish whose residence we can 
with any degree of certainty fix at the glebe. This farm, after 
paasing through various hands since it ceased to be the property 
of the Church, is now by a singular coincidence in p08BeBBion of 
one of his lineal descendants, Robert B. Marye, Esq. 

The ~v. Thomas Martin succeeded Mr. Marye in 1767-68. He \ 
was a young man of merit. He came with his mother and sister I 

to reside at the glebe; but his residence was of short duration. J 
Death removed him from the scene of his labour8;.nd his usefulness / 
not long after he entered upon the duties of the parish. He was 
followed by the Rev. John Barnett. His name occurs officially in 
1771. But his connection witht'ne parish was also of brief dura,. 

* Be reDIO't'ed to Riohmond 001lJlV, VirgInia. 
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tion, for in 1774 the Rev. John Wingate was the minister, and it 
the last of the ante:lte:Volutioiiary' clergy whose name OCC1ll'lo 

Whether he continued in charge of the parish during the war we 
have no means to verify; but circumstances justify 'he conclnsion 
that, like some others of the old Colonial clergy, he surrendered 
his charge at the commencement of hostilities between the Colonies 

, and the mother-country. 
A period of sad depression dates from this time. For the long 

interval between 1774 and 17~7J (twenty-three years,) the pariah 
seems tIl be' without -a- minist;r. The occasional services that were 
rendered by ihe R,ev. Mat~h;iMa~rL of Albemarle, during the 
latter part of this interval, are, so far as we can see, the only ones 
performed by any clergyman. Mr. William Moore, a man of note 
in the parish at this time, a good old Churchman and an excellent 
reader, was generally called upon on funeral occasions to read the 
burial service. In the first Convention of the Church in Virginia, 
held in 1785, we find St. Thomas parish, though without a minis
ter, not without a representative. Mr. Thomas Barbour (father 
of the late Governor and of the late Judge Barbour) appeared 88 

the delegate. In the following year the parish is again represented 
by Mr. Barbour, in connection with Mr. William Moore. In 1790, 
Thomas Barbour and J. Daniel are the delegates. In 1793, the 
parish is again represented by Thomas B8l'bour. In 1797, we find 

(
the Rev. Charles O'Niel the clerical and William Moore the lay 
delegate:- -The 'Rev. Mr~ O'Niel took charge of the parish in the • 
latter year, and remained until 1800. He resided first near the 
Pine Stake Church, and preached at that church during his resi-
dence in Orange. He afterward removed to the upper part of the 
county, where, as well as at his former residence, he taught school 
in connection with his parochial duties. The late Judge Barbour 
was one of his pupils. Mr. O'Niel was an Irishman, and a man 
of 8l'dent temperament and of ardent temper. We have often 
heard him spoken of by elderly persons, but more as a teacher 
than as a preacher. He was of that class of teachers that adopted 
not only the theory, but the practice also, of the old regime, as the 
best for the government of boys. Flogging was a main ingredient 
in the practice of his system. He had a summary method of re

ducing and gentling a refractory youth. Mounting him upon th 
back of an athletic negro man, whom he seems to have kept fJI 

the purpose, the culprit was pinioned hand and foot as in a vice, 
and, with the unsparing application of the rod to his defeneelesa 
back, was taught the lesson, if not the dl)ctrine, of passive ob. 
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:fience. However his school may have fiourished under his manage. 
ment, it seems his parish did not, for we look in vain for any fruits 
of his parochial labours. Another long interval now occurs in the 
history of the pariah, without anyone to take the regular oversight 
of its spiritual interests. The R.!!: M~~~e~ ~!J.u~l again kindly 
extended his care to this neglected field, and performed occasional 
services in it at least as late as 1806. In 1809-11, we find the Rev. 
1!,ugh Qoran Boggs, of Berkeley parish, Spottsylvania, devoting 
a portionoThIs-iime to Orange. He preached at the Pine Stake 
Church and also at the court-house. We have often heard it said, 
that when he preached at the latter place he was never known to 
use the Liturgy. This may have been owing to the difficulty he 
met with in procuring the responses. He may have rightly judged 
the lez flece,Bitatu to be a "higher law" and of more stringent 
force than any canon or rubric to the contrary. From 1811 to 1815 
the parish was again without 0. minister. In the latter year, the 
Rev. Wi1lia~.~I!~I~11 coming to reside at Culpepper Court-House, 
took charge of St. Thomas parish in connection with St. Stephen'lI 
Church, Culpepper. At the time he commenced his labours in 
Orange, tbe Episcopal Church had wellnigh died out in the oounty. 
But three or four oommunioants remained in all this region of 
country, and some of these were far advanced in age. So entirely 
had our time-honoured service gone into desuetude, that when Mr. 
Hawley first commenced its use it was listened to as a striking 
novelty. Under his ministry there began to appear the dawn of a 
brighter day for the Church. Several communicants were added; 
some of whom, in the providence of God, still remain with us. In 
the autumn of 1816, Bishop Moore made his first visitation of the 
parish, preached and administered the Lord's Supper, and also the 
rite of Confirmation, in the court-house. This was now our usual
nay, our only-place of worship. Referring to this visitation, the 
Bishop, in his report to the following Convention, 8&Ys, "My 
labours commenced in the county of Orange, at whioh plaoe 1 
preaohed to a large and attentive auditory, celebrated the Lord's 
Supper, and administered the rite of Confirmation to a goodly 
number." The visit of the good Bishop, as well from its novelty 
as its effectiveness, was calculated to make, and did make, a great 
impression at the time. It was an event of unusual solemnity, and 
is still remembered with lively interest by some who were present. 
'this was the first Episcopal visitation that had ever been made, 
and this the first time the rite of Confirmation had ever been ad
ministered, in the parish. !liPhop Madiso~ it appears, was in tbe 
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I habit of visiting his relatives at Montpelier, socially, from time to 
{ time, but we learn from undoubted authority that he never visited 
" the parish in his Episcopal capacity. Among the" goodly number" 

confirmed by Bishop Moore on this occasion was the aged mother 
of President Madison. She became a communicant at the age of 
twenty, and now at the age of fourscore and four she came forward 
to ratify her carly baptismal vows. Until that day an opportunity 
had neTer presented itself for the reception of this solemn and 
8acred rite. The ministry of Mr. Hawley was evidently blessed 
during his conuection with the parish; but the growing interest in 
religion and the Church which now became manifest was checked 
at this auspicious period by his removal in 1817 to another field 
of labour. In 1820, the Rev. Herbert Marshall came to Culpepper 
and devoted some of his time to Orange. This worthy young mi 
nister married the sister of the present Bishop of Kentucky. The 
parish was very soon deprived of the benefit of his labours. Death 
ended his uscfulness not long after he came to this part of the 
diocese. For about two years from 1823, the Rev. Frederick 
~atch, _,!f Albemarle, had the oversight of the cong~egation iii" 
Orange, officiating once a month at the court-house. In the winter 
of 1826-27, the Rev. George A. Smit4 came to reside in Culpepper, 
and took charge -or-st: "TIiom.s parish in connection with St. 
Mark's. He continned in charge until 1830, and devoted two 
Sundays in the month to the congregation at Orange Court
House. While it appears the attendance on divin~ service was good 
and the congregations attentive during the time he officiated here, 
yet at this period the interests of the parish were at a low ebb. 
In his report to Convention in 1828, Mr. Smith says, "There is no 
vestry in this parish, and the churches which existed there some 
years since have been destroyed." A decided improvement, how
ever, in the spiritual interests of the congregation took place under 
his ministry, and several communicants were added to the Church. 
In the early part of August, 1832, the Rev. William. G. H. Jones, 
coming on a visit, was induced to take up his residence in Ora'iige; 
and to undertake the pastoral care of the parish together with 
Walker's Church. in Albemarle. Here he met with the Assistant
Bishop of the diocese, who had an appointment at Orange Court
House at that time. This was a most auspicious period in the history 
of the parish. There was found at the time of his coming a deep 
awakening in the hearts of many on the subject of religion; and 
this interest was kept alive for some time thereafter. The visit of 
Bishop Meade at the time was also most opportune, dond was at-
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tended with the happiest eft'ects. In his report to the following 
Convention he stated, "From Albemarle I proceeded to Orsnge 
Court-House, where I spent two days in ministering the word and 
ordinanccs to large and deeply-impressed a.ssemblies; on the second 
day I administered the rite of Confirmation to seventeen persons, 
and the Holy Communion to more than twice that number. A spirit 
of earnest inquiry has been awakcned among the people of that 
place, which will, I trust, lead to glorious results to themselves and 
their posterity." Of the communicants added on that occasion, 
Mr. Jones,.in his first report from St. Thomas parish, soys, "Five 
were added by Bishop Meade, and twelve by myself." An eft'ort 
was now made to reorganize the parish. A vestry was elected-a 
body which had not existed in the parish for many years-and 
steps were shortly after taken for the building of a church. In 
1833, a spacious and eligible lot in the village was selected, and a 
neat church-edifice of brick was commenced and completed the fol· 
lowing year, at the cost of three thousand five hundred dollars. 
The Rev. Mr. Jones continued in Orange until the summer of 
1840. 

In January, 1841, the present minister took charge of the parish. 
Since that time there have been alternate seasons of prosperity and 
adversity in the congregation. Yet, in the face of some discourage
ments, both the communion and the congregation have steadily 
increased. Mr. Jones, in his last report to Convention from St. 
Thomas's Church, gave thirty-four as the number of communicants: 
the number now reaches ninety. In 1853, to accommodate the 
increasing congregation, the church-edifice was enlarged, and at 
the same time both the exterior and interior were much improved. 

When we look back at the depressed state to which the parish 
"as reduced, and compare it with what it now is, we cannot but 
exclaim, "What hath God wrought!" and to add, "Not unto us, 
o Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name, give glory." If wc) 
except the interval between 1797 and 1800, during which the Rev. 
Mr.O'Niel resided in Orange, the parish was without a resident 
minister from 1774 to 1832. Nowhere, during the long and dreary) 
night through which the Church in Virginia was made to pass, was 
the darkness more distinctly visible than in Orange. With but 
three or four communicants left, and they far advanced in age,
with her substantial church-edifices, erected in Colonial times, 
utterly destroyed,-with the graves of her once honoured servants, 
who ministered at her altars, dismantled and insulted,-with her 
time-hallowed Liturgy, so dear to every true-heartfld Churchman, 
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gone into disuse and become a novelty in public worship,-with I 
parish without an organization and existing only in name, and witb 
the place of litigation as the only place for the worship of Almighty 
God,-the destruction of the Church in Orange seemed wellnigh 
complete. But light was made to dawn upon her darkness. By 
the mercy of God she has risen again, phcenix-like, from her former 
ashes, and is now, in point of numbers, as it respects both her 
communion and her congregation, one of the largest of the runl 
parishes in Virginia. 

During the darkest period of the parish, there were ~ot wanting 
a few faithful witnesses. These were identified with the Church 
in the time of her prosperity and in the time of her adversity. They 
forsook her not because she was down-trodden and depressed; on 
the contrary, they loved her more the more she was aftlicted, and 
clung to her like loving children to a devoted mother. If among 
God's ancient people the children were blest for their fathers' sake, 
80 we may believe the Church in Orange was ultimately blest for 
the sake of these devoted servants of the living God. Among 
these we deem it proper to notice specially the names of several 
individuals, and we can do so now with the more propriety &8 we 
speak of the dead and not of the living. The individuals to whom 
we allude were the mother of _P.Ielideat .¥adisou. the mother of 
Governor and JudgeBarbour, Mrs. Frances Burnley, and Mrs. 
Jane Howard,-the two last the sisters Qf Mrs. Lucy Balmaine, of 
Winchester. These were all b~!ght ornaments of thttre~n which 
they professed, and the savour of -their' p'iety continues to the 
present day. 

In the absence of vestry-books and other records, I am unable 
to furnish the names of the vestry prior to the reorganiza.tion of 
the parish in 1882. . Since thai time we find among the vestry the 

. following:-

Charles P. Howard, Mann A. P~, Jeremiah Morton, James Shep
herd, Peyton Grymes, Lewis B. Wilhams, Anthony Twyman, Robert T. 
Willis, Lawrenoe H. Taliafero, John Taliafero, Benjamin' Franklin Tali .. 
fero, Jaqueline P. Taliafero, Uriel Terrill, Thomas T. Slaughter, John J. 
Ambler, John H. Lee, James H. Minor, William Bankhead, Peter T. 
JohnlOn, Thomas A. Robinson, and Horace D. Taliafero. 

The principal families connected with the Church in Orange in 
Colonial times were the 1!arbours, Bells, Burtons, Campbells, Caves, 
Chews, Conways, Daniels, Madisons, Moores, Ruckers, Shepherds, 
Taylors, Taliaferos, and Whites. Mr. Riohard White, who died 
lome years since a.t the age of ninety, was the last oommunicant 
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oonnected with the Old Orange Church. With comparatively few 
exceptions, the descendants of these respective fa.milies continued 
to retain their attachment to the Church of their fathers, and some 
of them are among its most worthy members. 

The following letter has also been received from the same:-

"OBABOK COIIBT-HoIISK, March 7,1867. 

"RlOHT RBV. AND DEAR SIR:-Since I wrote you some days since, a . 
few items of interest in relation to this parish have come to my hands. A 
Bingle leaf, and that somewhat mutilated, of the old vestry-book of St. 
Thomas parish, was found among the pape1'8 of one of. my oommunicants 
who died last week, and bas sinoe been handed to me. From this I am 
able to ascertain wto ~mp~ t.h.e.4leII~ry 8S far back as 1769. The 
record states :-' At a ry eld for St. Thomas parish, at ""ilie-gIebe, on 
Friday, the 1st day of Sep~r.ber, 1769, present, Rev. Thomas Martin, 
Eras. Taylor, James Madiso~ Alexander Waugh, Francis Moore, William 
Bell, Rowland "'l'IiOmas, "Thomas Bell, Richard Barbour, William Moore.' 
The object of their meeting was to take into consideration the repairs 
neoeBll&l'1 to be made to the house and other buildings connected with the 
glebe. 

U From a private record kept at the time, I alllO learn that the congre. 
gation in Orange, in the year 1786, en~_d the aervic~ .. of Mr. Waddell, 
&he blind Presbyterian miniSief;to "preacli For"iIiem'Yor two-re;w. Be 
otIioiated ~t the Bric!.Jl!!ur_c~. There was no Episcopal olergyman here 
at t.he time. It appears that forty pounds were subaoribed for him, and 
it was expected the aubaoription would reach sixty pounds. The ~. \ 
Mr. Balmaine wa~ oooasio~a~b~_ at tha~~od, addreaaing Mias Luoy \ 
r&itot, wliom ne mamMon £rie 31stCIaj" oiOotober, 1786. He preaohed ) 
IDa administered the ordinanoes from time to time, both before and after 
his marriage. On one oooaaion, when Mr. Waddell preached, we obae"e 
he gave notice that he would preach and administer the Lord's Supper on 
the following Sunday. 

"1 have also ascertained that the Rev. Mr. O'Niel was in Orange in 
1796. 1 _ted he came in 1797. You will make this correction, and also 
Wi to the liat of the families the Thomaaea and the Waugha. 

"Yoan v8r1 truly and affectionately, J. LaNDT." 
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ARTICLE LVI. 

PM (JmMJlogg OJthe Madilom au Tagltwe-PreritJ.ent MadittIA'. 
r,zigioUl cAaraeter-OhurcM. in Madiltm and BappaMn'MNIk. 

THB following documents will give you the ancestry of President 
Madison. You may be aware that he married Mrs. Dolly Todd: 
her maiden name was Payne. She was, as I am informed, a Qua
keress, and was born in the county of Hanover, but at the time of 
her marriage resided in Philadelphia. It was, if I mistake not, 
while he was a member of Congress, sitting at the time in Phila
delphia, that he made her a-cquaintance. She was a lady of ex· 
ceedingly attractive manners. During the latter years of her life 
she resided in Washington, and in her old ~ 'lV~. !f,ptized..and 
became a member of St. John's Chiirch-i.i that city. Mr. Madison 
died withou'i-iMldre;:-- Mis. MadiSon had one child, a 80n, by her 
former marriage. 

I have thought it best to furnish you with a transcript from the 
record of James Madison, Sen., as it will give you some further in
formation respecting the family. It was transcribed in great haste, 
clOd was intended only for my own eye. 

A.-James Madison (the late President) is the eldest of twelve ohil
dren-eight sons and four claughtera-of whom but one brother and ODe 

aiater are now living. He W88 bom on the north bank of the Rappahannock, 
at Port Oonway, opposite the town of Port Royal, on the 6th of March, 1761. 
His father's name W88 James, the son of Ambrose Madison and FranC81 
Taylor. He lived to the age of seventy-eight yeare, and died in Febrnary, 
1801. The father of Ambrose W88 John, the son of John Madison, who 
it appears took out, by a statement of a patent now in poaaesaion, certain 
lands on the shores of the Oheeapeake, between North and York Rivers, 
in Glocester county, near Golonel Taylor'S creek, in the year 1653,-&11 
Oharles n.,-Richard Bennet, Governor and Oaptain-Gener..! <.f Virginia. 
The ancestors of Frances Taylor are traced one remove f'urtkc: back, and 
were residents of the 88me district of country. The name of his mother 
was Nelly Oonway, desoended from some of tlie early aettlers. Her father, 
Franois, lived near Port Royal, in the county of Ouoline, whoae father, 
Edwin Oonway, married Elizabeth Thompson. Her mother, Rebecca, WI8 
the da~hter of E. Gaines and John Oatlett, whoae father, John, was hom 
in V~nia and'educated iu Bugland. He wukilled by the IndiaDa in 
defendin~ the fort of Port Royal,-being a first aettler. A great-ann& of 
his W88 likewise killed by the Indians lower down the river. It ap~ 
that all the ancestry just traced were natives of Virginia, and, it is .,. 
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6oved, for the most part at least, if not oltogether, ot English deaoenL 
In both the paternal and maternal line of ancestry they were planters, and 
among the respectable though not the most opulent olass. * 
B.-..M-o. 1M &cord 01 James Madison, Sen.., lather 01 eM p,.~ 

Ambrose Madison was married to Frances Taylor, Augnat 24, 1721. 
Ambrose :l\Iadison was father of James Madison. Fiances Taylor was 

lister of Erasmus Taylor and daughter of James Taylor. 
James Madison, &n. was born March 27, 1728, and WII8 baptized April 

21, and had for ~hers Thomas Madison and James Taylor, and for 
godmothers Mart6a Taylor and Elizabeth Penn. 

Frances, wife of Ambrose Madison, departed this life October 25, 1761, 
aDd WIUI interred the Sunday following at Montpelier in Orange. Ber 
funeral sermon WIUI preached on Wednesday, the 80th of December fol. 
lowing, by the Rev. Mr. James Marye, Jr., on Revelation ch. 14, v. 18. 

James Madison, Sen. was married to Nelly Conway, September 15, 1749. 
The following are their children:-
Jam~ !\fadis9n :!!.:J. tbe Pneident, WIUI born on Tuesday night at 12 

o'clOck, "being th':tast of the 5th and beginning of the 6th day of March, 
1751, and was baptized bi:tbe Rev. Mr-lYJI!.., .. ;o~,!i81 ~p.rob 31, and had 
for godfathen Mi. John oore and ~lr. Jonathan Gibson, and for god. 
mothers Mrs. Rebecca Moore, Mise Judith, and Miss Elizabeth Catlett. 

[James Madison, Jr. was born at Port Conway, in King George, and 
was baptized there,-his mother being on a visit there to her mother at 
the time of his birth.] 

Frances Madison was born on Monday morning at 7 o'clock, June 18. 
1753, and was baptized by the Rev. Mr. Mungo Marshall, July 1, and 
had for ~fatbers Mr. Taverner Beale and Mr. Erasmus Taylor, and for 
godmothers Miss 11illy Taylor and Mrs. Frances Beale. 

Ambrose Madison was born on Monday ni~ht between 9 and 10 d clock, 
January 27, 1755, and was baptised by the Rev. Mungo Marshall, March 
2, and bad for ~fatbers Mr. James Coleman and Colonel George Taylor, 
aDd for godmothers Mrs. Jane Taylor and Alice Chew. 

Catlett Madison was born on Friday morning at 8 o'clock, Febrnary 
10,1758, and was baptized by the Rev. Mr. James Maury, Febrnary 22, 
aDd bad for godfathers Colonel Wm. Taliafero and Mr. Richard Beale, and 
for godmothers Mrs. Elizabeth Beale and Miss Milly Chew. 

Nelly Madison (afterward Mrs. Hite) was born February 14,1760, and 
was baptized March 6, by tbe Rev. Mr. Wm. Giberne, and had for god
fathers Mr. Larken Chew and Mr. Wm. Moore, and for godmothers Miss 
Elizabeth Catlett and Miss Catharine Bowie. The said Nelly was born on 
Thursday morning just after daybreak. 

WilliAm Madison was born May 1, 1762, baptized May 28, by the Rev. 
James Marie, Jr., and had for godfatbers Mr. Wm. Moore and Mr. James 
Taylor, and for godmothers Miss Mary Willis and Miss Milly Chew. 
He was born on Saturday morning, about twenty-five minutes after 10 
:lolook. 

_.. .._ .. _----------
* These papet'8 are copies from the origin&la loaned me by Mn. L. H. Conway. 

aiece of the law Prell lent Madison. They were found among his papers after the 
death of his wite. The original of this marked A. is beliend to be in Mr. Madison'. 
hl\ndwriting. The handwriting of the other i. not mown. 
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Sarah Madison, (Mrs. Thomas Macon,) bom August 17, 1764, and 
ns baptized. September 15, by the Rev. James Marye, Jr., and had '
godfathers Cap~in Richard Barbour and Mi. Andrew Shepherd, and '
~mothers Mrs. Sarah Taylor and MiM Mary Conway. She was bora 
forty-five minutes after 5 o'olock P.M., on Friday. 

Elizabeth Madison was bom February 19, 1768, half an hour after 12 
o'clock, and was baptized. February 22, by the Rev. Mr. Thomas MartiD, 
and had for godfathers Major Zachariah Bumleyand Captain Amb~ 
Powell, and for godmothers MiM Alice and Mi88 Milly Chew. 

Reuben Madison was bom September 19, 1771, between 5 and 6 o'clock 
in the evening, and was baptized November 10, by the Rev. Mr. John 
Barnett, and had for godfathers Mr. Thomas Barbour and Mr. Jam. 
Chew, and for godmothers MiM Alice and Mi88 Milly Chew. 

Frances Taylor Madison (afterward Mrs. Dr. Robert H. Rose) was bom 
October 4, 1774, and was baptized. October 80, by the Rev. Mr. John 
Wingate, and had for godfathers Mr. Thomas Bell and Mr. Richard 
Taylor, and for godmothers Miss Frances Taylor and Miss Eli .. be&h 
Taylor. 

THE TAYLOR FAXILY. 

The Taylors of Orange trace their ancestry back to James Taylor, 
of Carlisle, England. The time of his emigration to Virginia is 
not known. It appears he settled on the Chesapeake between the 
North and York Rivers, (Doc. A.) He died in 1698. He bad 
several children.-one of whom (Mary) was the mother of Judge 
Edmund Pendleton. His son John (who mamed a Pendleton) is 
the ancestor of Colonel John Taylor, of Caroline. His son James 
took up lands in Orange, and was a first settler. He was the father 
of Frances, wife of Ambrose Madison and grandmother of the 
President. He had four 8Ons,--James, George, Zachary, and Eru
mus. From James are descended the Taylors of Kentucky. 
George had fourteen sons, seven of whom sened in the Revolution
ary War, and thirteen of whom held offices under Government at 
the same time. Some of his descendants are now residing in 
Orange, and are members of the Episcopal Church. Zachary had 
seven sons and three daughters. Be ~ndfather of General 

.... Zachary Taylor. The latter was born at Hare ]forest, ahout fOil.' 
miles from Orange Court-House. Erasmus had two sons and five 
daughters,-viz.: John and Robert, Mildred, (married Wm. Morton,) 
Frances, (married - Burnley,) Elizabeth, (married --GlasseJ,) 
Lucy, (mamed the Rev. A. Balmaine,) Jane, (married Charles P. 
Howard.) John was father of the late Judge John Taylor, of Mis
sissippi. Robert mamed Frances Pendleton, and from them are 
descended most of the Taylors now residing in Orange,-all of 
wh')m retain their attachment to the ChUfCh of their fathers. 
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PRBSIDENT MAoDISON'S RBLIGIOUS OPINIONS. 

In the neighbourhood of Orange Court-House, at Montpelier, 
lived Mr. James Madison,.Dnce President of the United States, and 
relath'eOl' BJshop'"Jl&d~OD. Having been often asked concerning 
~lilPou~,~entiments, I give the following, received from the Rev. 
Dr. Balmaine, who '.iarried his near relativ;:-arur bY-wnOm~ 
ira"dison himself was married, Mr. Madison was sent to Princeton 
Co"'iege,~Perhap~throughf;ar of the skeptical principles then so 
prevalent at William and Mary. I?~~i.,!lis stay a.t Princeton !!
great revival took place, and ~~ ,!as believed that he partooJc of its 
~p~, ,9n _h~~- f~tunr1lom~ he conduoted 'fa.mflY worsh!l? ~n his, 
father~~ h,ouse. Ire soon atter offered for tlie--Legislllt-.ire, and it 
was objected to him, by his opponents, tha.t he was better suited to 
the pulpit than to the legislative hall. . His religious feeling, how
ever, s~em~ to have been short-lived. His political associations 
with those of infidei "principles, of whoni' there were many in his 
d~ei·dl(~t_,lI:.ctualTy c~ange his creed, yet subjected him 
~~_~~ral __ s~iQLo!! !>f it. This was .£..o.9~rmed in the mi~ds. of_, 
~e !1_~~e a~tive ~~t ~_c_ '~o1!Jn opposition to ev~ry' _thing like 
~~ support 9f ch1?-!ch_es 9.!. ~!t~_ ~~g!~l"'t~e, in opposition to Patrick 
Henry, Governor Page, Richard Henry Lee, Rnd others. This, 
however, ought not to have been sufficient to fix the charge'upon 
him, as George Mason and others, whose faith was not question8li, 
agreed with him in this policy. A reference to ~memorial against 
any sncb act by Mr. Madison, at the request, it is affirmed, of some 
non-Episcopalians, will show- his character and views. It is by 
far the ablest document which appears on that side of the question, 
and establishes his character for good temper as well as decision. 
[t is drawn up on the supposition of the truth of Christianity. It 
mustiiiaeOOllave done th18iD order to be acceptable '10 't1iose by 
'Whom it was solicited. Whatever may have been the private senti
ments of Mr. ~~ on the subject or religion, he w~ _~~y'~r 
k~wn to declare any _~_~stili~y. __ tc?.J~_ •. He al!"ays treated it with 
respect; attended publicw~r§h.i~,in_hi!l ne~g~~~~~_~~~4, invi~ed m_i~~:.. \ 
~ of religion to hi~JiQ1!se,_~a~ !~ily praye.rs on such oODasionB, : 
-though he did not kneel himself at prayers. Episcopal ministers 
often went there to see his aged and pious mother and administer 
tl-e Holy Communion to her. I was never at Mr. Madison's but 
once, and then our conversation took such a turn-though not 
designed on my part--as- to call forth some expressions and argo-
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mentA which left the_i~,!ls!!!io!l ?~.fI!Y mind _tha:.t~.~~ ~ 
~trictly _reg.ul&teaDI~.~ble. At liISaeath, some years after 
this, his minister-the Rev._Mr. J'ones-and some of his neighboua 
o"penii expressed their o~~yict~o!!: that~om rus con~ersation ana 
~earing duri~g·thinatt~t:.DJln of lliB Iife;.\e' mw D~ jWDaider~""ia 
!.eceivins the Christian system to b~_ ~~ne. As to the purity or 
hiS-moral oharacter, the amiAbleness" of his disposition toward aD, 
his tender affection to his mother and wife, kindness to his neigh
bours, and good treatment of his servants~ there was never any 
question. 

Among the many orations called forth by the death of Mr 
Madison, there was one-now before me-by Mr. Philip Williams, of 
Winchester, Virginia. From this I select the following passages:-

"His parents were b01ih pious, and instilled into his youthful mind the 
moral and religious principles which were the strong foundations of his 
future greatness. His father died before he waB elevated to the Presidency, 
bnt his mother lived to see him advanoed to that office, and enjoying all 
of worldly honours that the fondest mother's heart could wish. He re
ceived his classical education from Mr. Robertson, a Scotchman, who 
resided in King and Queen, and the Rev. Mr. Martin, an Episcopal clergy
man, who lived for many years in his father's family. Under their in
struction he prepared himself for college, and entered at Princeton in 1769. 
When he arrived at Princeton, he found that in his literary acquirements 
he was behind many of his juniors, and, with praiseworthy emulation, 
determined to learn twice as much each day 88 was usually acquired in 
that time. He persevered in his determination until he graduated on the 
last Wednesday in September, 1771. He continued at Princeton until 
1772, from a desire to learn Hebrew and to extend his other studies under 
the superintendence of Dr. Witherspoon, then President of the College, &0 
whom he W88 sincerely attached." 

From his early training in pious principles, and from the teSti· 
mony of his minister and others as to his later years, Mr. Williams 
expresses his conviction that Mr. Madison was an humble believer 
in Christianity. Mr. Williams, though a zealous Episcopalian, 
agrees with Madison in his opposition to the law advocated by Mr. 
Henry for the support of religion, and quotes the following passages 
with some others from his argument on the subject, introducing 
them with this statement:-

" The free exercise of religion W88 protected by the Bill of Rigbta; bul 
there were many of our most distinguished men, who not only insisted 
upon the right of the Legislature, but urged the expediency of oompelling 
every man to contribute to the support of BOme Church, but giving him 
the liberty to prescribe to whioh Church it should be paid. At the pre 
ceding se88ion a bill for a general assessment 'for the support of Chrbltiao 
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&eachen,' upon this prinoiple, was reported to the House. Its opponents, 
with the double view of enlighteuing the publio mind and ascertaining 
more accurately the publio will, snooeeded in passing a resolution that the 
bill should be printed and submitted to the people, that it might be en
mined b} them, and pBllll8d or rejected at the ensuing Legislature as they 
might dio&ate. 

"Mr. Madison drew a. memorial and remonstrance against the passing 
this bill, oharacterized by his usual mildness, good sense, and olose reason
ing, which was extensively oiroulated throughout the State, and doubtless 
CODtrlbuted in a great degree to defeat the measure. 

" This memorial was by many attributed to the pen of George Mason. 
While it admitted the divine origin of the Ohristian religion, and paid a 
jDSt tribute to the purity of its doctrines, it showed olearly the impolioy 
and danger of any interference by the civil power with the subject of 
religion. 

"This able paper is so little known that I must trespass upon your 
patience by some extracts from it:-

" • The bill implies either that the civil authority is a competent judge 
of religious truth, or that it may employ religion as an engine of civil 
poliO]. The first is an arrogant pretension, falsified by the extraordinary 
opinlons of rulen, in all ages and throughout the world; the second, an 
unhallowed pervenion of the means of salvation. The establishment pro
posed by the bill is not requisite for the support of the Christian religion. 
To say that it is, is a contradiction to the Ohristisn reli~on itae1t~ for 
every page of it disavows a dependeuce on the power of th18 world; it is 
a contradiction to fact, for it is known that this religion both existed and 
flourished, not only without the support of human laws, but in spite of 
every opposition from them, and not only during the period of miraculous 
aid, but lon~ after it had been left to its own evidence and the ordinary 
care of ProVldence . 

• , 'E%~rienoe testifies that ecolesiastical establishments, instead of 
maintainlng the purity and efficacy of religion, have had a contrary ope
ration. 

" 'The establishment in qt.estion is not necessary for the support of 
aivil goverument. What influence, in fact, have ecclesiastical establish
IDeDta had on civil society r In some instances they have been seen to 
erect a spiritual tyranny on the ruins of the civil authority; in more in
Itaooes have they been seen upholding the throne of political tyranny; in 
DO instance have they been seen the guardians of the liberti('8 of the 
people. Rulers who wished to subvert the publio liberty may have found 
aD eatablished clergy convenient auxiliaries; a just government, instituted 
to secure and perpetuate it, needs them not. Suoh a government will be -
beat supported by protecting every citizen in the enjoyment of his religion, 
with the same equal hand which protects his person and property, by 
neither. invading the equal rights of any sect, nor suffering any sect to 
invade those of another. It will destroy that moderation and harmony 
which the forbearance of our law to intermeddle with religion has produced 
among its several sects. Torrents of blcod have been spilt in the Old 
World by vain attempts of the secular arm to extinguish religious discord 
by proeoribing all differences in religious opinion. Timo has at length 
revealed the true remedy. Every relaxation of lIlLlTowand vigorous policy, 
whenever it has been tritd, hao been found to assuage the disease. The 
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American theatre has exhibited proofs that equal and oomplete liberty, it 
it does not wholly eradicate it, sufficiently destroys its malignant inftuence 
in the health and prosperity of the State. If, with the salutary effect of 
this system under our eyes, we begin to contract the bounds of religi01ll 
freedom, we know no name that will too severely reproach our folly. At 
least, let warning be taken at the first-fruits of the threatened innovation. 
The very appearance of the bill has transformed that Christian forbearance, 
love, and charity, which of late mutually prevailed, into auimosities aod 
jealousies which may not soon be appeased. What mischief may not be ' 
dreaded should this enemy t4) the publio quiet be armed with the force of 
law I 

" 'The polioy of the law is adverse to the diffusion of the light of 
Christianitl. The first wish of those who enjoy this precious gift ought 
to be that It may be imparted to the whole race of mankind. Compare 
the number of those who have as yet received it with the number IItill 
remaining under the dominion of false religiou, and how small ill the 
former! Does thc policy of the bill tend to lessen the disproportion 7 No; 
it at once discourages those who are strangers to the light of truth from 
coming into the regions of it, and countenances, by example, the natioDi 
who continue in darkness, in shutting out those who might convey it to 
them. Instead of levelling as far as possible every obstacle to the victo. 
rious progress of truth, the bill, with an ignoble and unchristian timidity, 
would ciroumsoribe it with a wall of defence against the enoroachment of 
error. 

e< 'Finally, the equal rights of every Citizen to the free exeroise of hi. 
religion, according to the dictates of his conscience, is held by the ame 
tenure with all our other rights. If we recur to its origin, it is equally 
the gift of nature; if we weigh its importance, it cannot be less dear to WI; 
if we consult the declaration of those rights whioh pertaiu to the good 
people of Virginia. as the basis and foundation of government, it is eou· 
merated with equal solemnity, or rather with studied emphasis. Either, 
then, we must say that the will of the Legislature is the only measure of 
their authority, and that, in the plenitude of this authority, they \ll&y 
sweep away all our fuudamental rights, or that they are bound to leave 
this particular right untouched and sacred; either we must say that they 
may control the freedom of the press, may abolish the trial by jury, IDly 
swallow up the executive and judioiary powers of the State,-nay, that they 
may annihilate our very right of suffrage arid erect themselves into an in· 
dependent and hereditary assembly; or we must say that they have DO 

authority to enact into a law the bill uuder consideration.' " 

THE CHURCHES IN MADISON AND RAPPAHANNOCK. 

The following letter from the Rev. Mr. Leavell, the present 
l1inister of these counties, contains all that I have been able to 

rollect concerning old Bloomfield parish:-

"DEAR BISHOP:-! have endeavoured to obtain all the information to 
~ had respecting the old parish of Bloomfield,-embracing a section of 
rountry now known &8 Madison and Rappahannock. What! have 
pthered is from the recollections of the venerable Mn. Sarah Lewia, DOl' 
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In her eigh'Y-lleCOnd year. Mrs. Lewis is descended from the Pen~letous 
and GainellC8, of Culpepper, the Vauters, of Essex, and the Ruckers. 
From her I learn that there were two churohes,-the brick ohuroh, called 
F. T., which stood near what is now known as the Slate Mills. It took 
its name from being near the starting-point of a survey of land taken up 
by Mr. Flank Thornton, who carved the initials of his name-F. T.~n an 
oak-tree near a spring, where his lines oommenced. The other church 
was called South Churoh,-I presume from its relative situation, being 
aim08t due south, and about sixteen miles distant, and four miles below 
the present site of Madison Court-House. It was a frame building and 
Btood on the land of Richard Vauters. Both buildings were old at the 
commencement of the Revolutionary War, and tiOOn after, from caU888 
common to 'he old churches and parishes in Virginia, went into slow decay. 
The first minister she recollects as officiating statedly in these churches 
was a Mr. lodell, (or Iredell,) who was the incumbent in 1790 or 1792. 
He remained in the parish only a few years, when he was forced to leave 
it in consequence of heavy charges of immorality. He was 8Ucceeded by 
the Rev. Mr. O'Niel, an Irishman, who had charge of the parish for l'Ome 
years, in connection with the Old Pine Stake and Orange Churches. He 
was unmarried, and kept school near the Pine Stake Church, which stood 
near to Raccoon Ford, in Orange countT. Mr. John Conway, of Madison, 
was a pupil of his, and relates some ~lngs which I may here mention, if 
you are not already weary of the evil report of old ministers. He played 
whist, and on one occasion lost a small piece of money, which the winner 
put in his purse, and whenever he had occasion to ·make change (he was a 
sberiff) would exhibit it, and refuse to part with it, because he had won it 
from the parson. He alao took his julep regularly, and, to the undoing of 
one of his pupils, invited him to join him in the sooial gl888. E-till, he WB8 

considered as a sober man. Mr. O'Nielleft these churches abuut the year 
1800. After that the Rev. Mr. Woodville occasionally performed services 
there. After the parish became vacant, and the churches nad gone to 
decay, the Lutheran minister, a l\lr. Carpenter, officiated at .he bapiisms, 
marriages, and funerals of the Episcopal families. It WlI8 at the old 
Lutheran Church, near the court-house, that some of our drst political 
men in Virginia, when candidates for Congress, held meetiugs and made 
speecbes on Sundays, after the religious services. The same na al80 done 
in other places, under the sanction of Protestant ministers. 

"The Episcopal families around the churohes above mentl Jned were the 
Rockers, Barbours, Beales, Keastleys, Lewises, Blafords, Vau1.ers, Strothers, 
Tborntous, Burtons, Conw&ys, Gipsons, Pan neils, Gaineses. 

"Since the resuscitation of the Church in Virginia, alt uough a long 
time after the commencement of the same, efforts have been made to re
live the Church in the old Bloomfield parish. A new brick church has 
been put up at Madison Court-House, and for a time there was a moat 
encouraging prospect of a oonsiderable congregation at that place; but 
emigration, the bane of so many other rising congregations in Virginia, 
bas sadly reduced our numbers and disappointed our hopes. 

" Since the first effoits in behalf of the churches in Madison, the follow
in@: clergymen, ministers of the adjoining aounties of Orange, Culpepper, 
and Rappahannock, have given a portion of their time and labours to 
Madiaon:-TheRev. Mr. Lamon, the Rev. Mr. Doughen. the Rev. Mr. 
Cole, the Rev. Mr. Brown, the Rev. Mr. Earnest, the Rev. I~r. Leavell. 
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"Of Jate years the county of Rappahaonock has been formed, partly,l 
believe~ from Madison, and a parish organized in the same. Through the 
zealO1l8 efforts of a few individuals, a neat briok ohuroh has been pnt up 
at WoodVille, in that county. Previo1l8 to this the Rev. Mr. Brown spea& 
lIOIDe years in the parish, labouring there and in Madison. A few yean 
moe the Bev. W. H. Pendleton, of Leeds parish, Fauquier, rendered them 
regular though unfrequent services. For the Jut three years the B.. 
Mr. Leavell haa been dividing his time and labours equally betweeD &hi 
Lyo OO'lIlti811 of Madison and Rappahannock. 
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ARTICLE LVIL 

.Nort1&em Neck oj Virginia.-FairJa:r; and Garter Familia. 

w. enter now on that most interesting portion of Virginia called 
the Northern Neck, which, beginning on the Chesapeake Bay, lies 
between the Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers, and crossing the 
Blue Ridge, or passing through it, with the Potomac, at Harper's 
Ferry, extends with that river to the heads thereof in the Alleghany 
Mountains, and thence by a straight line crosses the North Moun
u.in and Blue Ridge, at the head-waters of the Rappa.hannock. By 
common consent this is admitted to be the most fertile part of 
Virginia, and to abound in many advantages, whether we consider 
the rich supply of fish and oysters in the rivers and creeks of the 
tide-water portion of it and the rapid growth of its forests and 
improvable character of its soil, or the fertility of the lands of the 
valley, so much of which is evidently alluvial. 

There were settlements at an early period on the rich banks of 
the Potomac and Rappahannock by families of note, who took pO&
Be88ion of those seats which originally belonged to warlike tribes 
of Indians, which latter were forced to give way to the superior 
prowess of the former. Of some of these families and their abodes 
we shall have occasion to make mention in our progre88 along the 
parishes lying upon the two rivers. It is not inconsistent with the 
religious character and design of our work to begin with some 
notice of that family to which the whole proprietorship of the 
Northern Neck originally belonged, by a grant from the Crown, 
especially as, both in England and in Virginia, so many of that 
name have been attached to the Episcopal Church, and some of 
whom have been bright ornaments of it. 

In the corrupt and venal reign of Charles II., the whole State 
of Virginia, except such parts as had been specially patented, was 
made over for a time to Lord Culpepper. There was, of course, a 
good pecuniary consideration given to the King for quitrents. 
Lord Culpepper was not only the proprietary of the Colony, but 
bad the livings of all the parishes in his gift,-eould bestow or 
take away as he pleased. There was, h~"ever, too much of Ame
rican feeling, even at that ('arly period, to 8ubmit to such a mea-
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iure. So heavy were the complaints, and so threatening the 
opposition, that the King withdrew the grant of proprietorship Cor 
the whole State, and restricted it with limitations to the Northern 
Neck, as above described. By intermarriage between the familiea 
of Culpepper and Fairfax, this part of the State came into p088e88ioD 
of Thomas Fairfax, whose mother was daughter of Lord Culpepper, 
himself being the seventh Fairfax who had inb,erited the title of 
Lord Cameron. He it was who lived and died in the forests of 
old Frederick county, as we have stated in a former number, being 
one of the earliest vestrymen of the parish, an active magistrate, 
the patron of Washington, a friend of the poor, an eccentric but 
most upright man. 

The family of Fairfax is a very ancient and respectable one, 
according to English history and family records. Within the lui 
few years, four octavo volumes of the Fairfax history and corre
spondence have been published in England, a large portion of whose 
contents were acoidentally disoovered in an old box, supposed to 
contain tiles, in one of the old family seats. They had been 11& 

oreted there during Cromwell's rebelJion, or 800n after, for sare
keeping, and lest they should faU into the hands of those who would 
make an ill use of them. Being in 110 box which, when opened, 
presented only tiles to t.he eye, they were supposed to be lost Cor 
the larger part of two centuries. Being furnished with a copy oC 
these volumes, and having looked over them for the purpose oC 
colleoting any thing suitable to these pages, I present the followiug 
brief noticcs. 

The Fairfaxes were of true Saxon origin, going back to the tim. 
of William the Conqueror. The name Fair-Fax meant Fair Hair. 
In th~ early history of the family an interesting faot is stated in 
old English verse,-viz.: that grandfather, son, and grandson, with 
their wives and children, lived in the same house at Bradford,-a 
village in England. 

" Under one root they dwelt with their three wiftllt 
A.nd at one table eat what God giYel: 
Our times a Iweeter harmony hal'. not known: 
There are lix perBODB, yet their heartl but one. 
In these three pairs Bradford may justly glory: 
What other place can parallel this story '" 

The .above lines were written by the rector of Bradford, in Ib47. 
At the beginning of the Reformation, one of the Fairfaxes ".. 

Be staunch a Catholic that he disinherited his eldest son for taking 
part in the sacking of Rome by the Protestants. The following 
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extract from his will shows the character of his creed :-" First, I 
will and bequeath my soul to our Lord Jesus Christ, and to Lady 
Mary, his blessed mother." He leaves money to the poor, and 
also to fourteen poor persons with which to buy black gowns and 
torches for attendance at his funeral. In a few generations, how
ever, after this, we find Romanism supplanted by as staunch a 
Protestantism. Thomas Fairfax, the first who had a peerage, and 
for which, besides many civil and military services, he had to pay 
fifteen hundred pounds to King James I. in his pecuniary diffi
culties, was a Protestant, and sympathized with Cromwell in his 
contest with Charles I. His son Ferdinand distinguished himself 
in CromweU's army; and his grandson Thomas was the celebrated 
Lord Fairfax, one of the leaders in the rebel army. 

The first Thomas, who purchased the title, had a brother named 
Edward, who signalized himself by translating "T8B80's Jerusalem 
Delivered" into a smooth English, before unknown. In a work on 
Demonology, he thus declares his religious belief and ecclesiastical 
position :-" I am, in religion, n~ither a fanatic Puritan nor super
stitious Papist, but so settled in conscience, that I have the sure 
ground of God's word for all I believe, and the commendable 
ordinances of our English Church to approve all I practise." 

The will of Ferdinando Fairfax, father of the great General in 
Cromwell's army, differs much from that of his Romish ancestor. 
Instead of commending his soul to Lady Mary, in conjunction with 
her son, his will runs thus :-" First, I commend my soul to their 
infinite Majesties, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,-the 
tlame God who hath with his manifold blessings been gracious to 
me in this world, and whose goodness, in his great mercy, I hope 
to enjoy in heaven. Next, I give my body to be buried, without 
much pomp or ceremony, in what place it shall please God tC) call 
me out of this sinful world; but, if with convenience it may be, I 
desire to be interred in the parish of Bolton Percy, near the body 
of my dear wife:' A sensible and pious will, worthy of imitation. 

This parish of Bolton Percy was one in which his brother, the 
Bev. Henry Fairfax, ministered. He appears to have been a truly 
pious man, and his wife to have been an helpmeet to him. Some 
interesting letters, written before and after their marriage, show 
them to have been well formed by nature and grace for the position 
which they chose in preference to all others. While the country 
was full of confusion and bloodshed, and his father, brother, and 
nephew were 80 actively engaged in revolutionary scenes, he 
quietly performed his duties as a parish minis~r, molesting none, 
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and being unmolested by any. He had two SODS: one of them, 
Bryan, was a scholar and author; a.nother, Henry, was the fourth 
Lord Fairfax, inheriting the title from the great General, who had 
no son. His son, who 17'88 the grandson of the humble curate 
of Bolton Percy, was also inheritor of the title, and married the 
daughter of Lord Culpepper. Their son Thomas was the emigrant 
to America. At his death, his brother Robert, in England, in· 
herited the title, who, dying without issue, bequeathed his estate 
to the Rev. Denny Martin, a relative of the family, who assumed 
the name of Fairfax. The title, however, descend,d to the Rev. 
Bryan Fairfax, minister of the Episcopal Chnrch of Alexandria, 
who was the son of William Fairfax, of Eelvoir, the friend of 
Washington, and manager of the estates of Lord Fairfax after the 
death of Robert Carter, alilu King Carter, of Lancaster. 

Before proceeding further wit.h onr brief notice of the Fairfu. 
family in Virginia, I must add a word &8 to the celebrated General 
in Cromwell's army. Marrying into a. Presbyterian family, an", 
espousing a cause much patronized by that denomination, he in· 
clined, for a time at least, to that persuasion. He appears to have 
been an upright and conscientious man. The language of his let
ters sometimes savours not a little of that which marked the com· 
munications of Cromwell; but his sincerity was never questioned, 
-which cannot be "aid of Cromwell, notwithstanding all the praises 
heaped upon him of late years. His great General (Fairfax) could 
not bring himself to pursue the ill·counselled, obstinate, and tyran· 
nical Charles to the scafFold, but retired into private life until the 
time came to put an end to the troubles of the Commonwealth by 
the restoration of monarchy, in which he took an active part. Be 
had an only child,-a daughter, who married the profligate Duke 
of Buckingham and led a suft'ering life. Her relative, Bryan 
Fairfax, the author, in writing of her, says, "She was an example 
"f virtue and piety in a vieioWl age and debauched court;" adding, 
" David tells us, 'Men of high degree are a lie, (they promise and 
never perform,) and men of low degree are vanity,' (that is, haYe 
nothing to give.)" 

Before leaving the English connections of this family, it may not 
be without interest to mention, that there appears to have been an 
intimate friendship between the Herberts and Fairfaxes in the 
mother-country, which may have laid the foundation of that which 
was established between some of them in this. The same may be 
laid in relation to the many matrimonial connections between the 
Fairfaxes and Carys of Virginia. I meet with a notire of one 
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occurring in England, which may have led to those in America.. 
Coming back to Virginia, with my notices of this family, I take 
pleasure in recording the proofs of genuine piety in the Rev. Bryan 
Fairfax. On going to England to receive the title, and perhaps 
some property with it, he met with much trouble, delay, and morti
fication. The Earl of Buchan, General Washington's friend, ad
dressed a letter of religious sympathy and condolence to him, to 
which he thus responds :-" I have the happiness to say with the 
Psalmist, in respect of God's dealings toward me, • I know that of 
vory faithfulness thou hast caused me to be troubled.''' I have 
also seen and published a sermon of his, in which the evangelical 
plan of salvation is most distinctly and happily set forth. He also 
married into the Cary family,-his marriage being one of five oc
curring between the families in the course of a few years. Mr. 
William Fairfax, of Belvoir, near Mount Vernon, the father of the 
Rev. Bryan Fairfax, had married one of the same. One of his 
daughters was marritd to General Washington's elder brother 
Lawrence, the owner of Mount Vernon, by which means it came to 
pass that there was such an intimacy between the General and the 
Fairfax family, and that matrimonial connections between the 
Washington and Fairfax families have been so multiplied. 

I have thus unavoidably been led, in tracing the history of this 
family, to speak of titles and great possessions, which are now all 
gone and were of little worth while had. 

Let me now address a few admonitory words to those who still 
bear the name, or in whose veins the blood of their ancestors con
tinues to flow, and many of whom are still to be found in our State 
and land. I have adduced some interesting proofs of the Protest
ant, evangelicpJ piety in a number of your ancestors. Show your 
estimate of a respectable ancestry, by faithfully copying their 
excellencies. Say not that you have Abraham for your father, said 
our Lord, for God is able to raise up children unto Abraham out 
of the stones of the earth. He bids them to do the works of Abra
ham in order to receive his favour. Your ancestry may, and will 
be, only a shame to you, except you copy what is worthy of imita
tion in their character and conduct. I especially ask your atten
tion to one fact in the preceding account. In a few generations, 
&8 I have stated, three of your ancestors have chosen the sacred 
ministry &8 their profession, in preference to the army, the navy, 
or any other pursuit. Doubtless many others of their wide-spread 
relations have done the same. I counsel you, as you would regain 
far more than lost titles and lands, that you covet from the Lord iD 
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behalf of your 80ns the highest of all honours,-the privilege of 
seeking lost souls, and turning sinners to righteousneBB: then will 
they shine, not on the page of earthly history, but as "stars in the 
kingdom of God forever." 

SKBTCH OF THB OARTBR FAMILY. 

This may WIth propriety follow that of the Fairfaxes, as Mr. 
Robert Carter-calleo. King Carter·-was for a long time the agent 
and representative of the Culpepper and Fairfax families, and as his 
representatives have been 80 numerous and respectable in the 
Northern Neck. . 

The first of the family, 80 far as is known, settled in Upper 
Norfolk, now Nansemond county, and was a member of the House 
of BurgeBBes in 1649. In the year 1654, we find him a Burgess 
from Lancaster county, ana Commander-in-chief of the forces sent 
against the Rappahannock Indians. He continned to be a member 
of the House of BurgeBBes for some years. Both himself and his 
eldest son John appear on the vestry-book as members of the 
vestry in the year 1666, the father havi!lg been acting in that 
capacity before,-how long not known. The father, who died in 
1669, had previously bnilt, by contract, the first chnrch standing 
on the spot where Christ Church now is, and the vestry received it 
at the hands of his son John, in six months after the father's death. 
The name of John Carter, 1702, is still to be seen on an old dial
post of cedar, which was taken out of the ground, near the church
door, some years since, and placed under the pulpit in the present 
Christ Church. The first John Carter had three wives,-lst, Jane, 
the daughter of Morgan Glyn, by whom he had George and Eleanor; 
2d, Ann, the danghter of Cleave Carter, probably of England; 
Sd, Sarah, the daughter of Gabriel Ludlowe, by whom he had 
Sarah. All these died before him, and he was buried with them, 
near the chancel,' in the church which he built, and the tombstone 
from which we take the above covers them all, being still in the 
8t.I.me position in the present church. H6 had also a son named 
Charles, of whom nothing is known. His son Robert was by his 
last wife, Sarah Ludlowe. The eldest son, John, married,-lst, 
Elizabeth Wormley, and 2d, a Miss Loyd, and had iBBue. Of this 
branch we have no account, and must confine ourselves to that of 
Robert, alia. King Carter. He married twice :-first, a MiA Ar
mistead; next, a widow Willis, daughter of Thomas Landon, of 
England. He had ten children by the tW(\ wives. Those of whollt 
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we have information were John, Elizabeth, Judith, Ann, Robert of 
Nomini, Charles, Landon of Sabine Hall, Mary, Lucy, and George. 
The eldest son, John, married Miss Hill, and was Secretary of State 
to the Colony, having to pay one thousand five hundred pounds 
sterling for the office. His daughter Elizabeth married, first Mr. 
Nathaniel Burwell, of Gloucester, and then Dr. George Nicholas, 
of Williamsburg. His daughter Judith married the first Mann 
Page, of Gloucester, and lived with him at Rosewell. His daughter 
Ann married Benjamin Harrison, of Berkeley. His son Robert 
married a Miss Bladen. His son Charles married first a Miss 
Walker, then a Miss Byrd, sister of Mr. Byrd, of Westover, lastly 
a Miss Taliafero. His son Landon, of Sabine Hall, married first 
Elizabeth, daughter of Mr. Wormley, of Rosegill, then Maria., a 
sister of Mr. Byrd, of Westover, then a Miss Beale. His youngest 
child, Lucy, married Henry Fitzhugh, of King George county. 
Thus we have disposed of the sons and daughters of Mr. Carter, 
of Corotoman, and their marriages. To attempt to do the same 
even with his grandchildren, much more with their descendants, 
would not merely exceed the bounds prescribed to such genealogie& 
in these notices, but would require a small volume. Suffice it to 
say, that, besides intermarriages one with another, the family of 
Carter may be found intermingled, not only with those already 
mentioned, but witt. those of Moore, Lee, Berkeley, Champe, Skip
with, Braxton, Nelson, Waller, Randolph, Brown, Clayborne, 
Tasker, Churchill, Chiswell, Minor, Brooke, Thornton, Baylor, 
Grymes, Peck, Mitchell, Harris; and should we attempt to bring 
down the list to present times, it would contain others almost with
out limit. Out I)f the number of descendants, of whom both 
Church and State might well be proud, it would be invidious to 
select. So far as we have been able to judge by observation and 
learn by report, we may be permitted to slloY that there has been 
much of the amiable and the pious in the family, sometimes mixed 
with a portion of eccentricity in individuals of it. In Councillor 
Carter, of Nomini, the grandson of King Carter, this peculiarity 
was found in a large measure. Early in life his disposition was 
marked by a tendency to wit and humour. Afterward he was the 
grave Councillor, and always the generous philanthropist. At a 
later day he became scrupulous as to the holding of slaves, and 
manumitted great numbers. The subject of religion then engrossed 
his thoughts. Abandoning the religion of his fathers, he adopted 
the creed of the Baptists, and patronized their young preachers, 
\laving a chapel in his own house at Nomini. After a time he em-
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braced the theory of Sweden borg, and at length died an unhappy 
death-dreading Papist. All the while he was a most benevolent 
and amiable man. I might mention many others, of both sexes, 
with whom I have had personal and intimate acquaintance, who 
have been beautiful specimens of piety, without the versatility and 
inconsistency of Mr. Carter, of Nomini. I was not acquainted 
with Mr. Charles Carter, of Shirley, though it has been my happi
ness to know many of his descendants and to love them for their 
work's sake. I find his name on the list of those few devoted 
friends of the Church who after the Revolution met together in 
Convention at Richmond, to rescue the things that remained 
and were ready to perish. I have, however, in the following letter, 
a better proof of his love to the Church and its ministers than any 
mere attendance on Conventions could furnish. It was addressed 
to his old friend and pastor, the Rev. Mr. Currie, of Lancaster, who 
was the faithful minister of Christ Church parish for fifty years. 
Anticipating his own death as well as that of Mr. Currie, &I 

events which might occur before that of Mrs. Currie, he thus gene
rously provides for her support during her remaining days. She 
did survive her husband a number of years, and doubtless enjoyed 
the bounty of Mr. Carter. 

"Letter 0/ Mr. aharla Garter, 0/8I&irley, to ~ Rev. Mr. ('vrrie, at t1uJ 
Glebe, Lancaster county, Virginia. 

"SBlBLft, Ma;yI2, 1790. 
"My DEAR FRIEND :-Your letters, the one by Mrs. Carter, and the 

other enclosing your amiable daughter's to that ~d lady, are both come 
l18fe to hand, and you may rest 888ured that nothtng could give my family 
a greater plea8UJ'8 than to hear and know from yourself-that is to "'y, 
to have it under yonr own signature-that you still enjoy a tolerable share 
of health; and ,our friend, Mrs. Ann Butler, rMr. Carter's second wife,] 
begs leave to jOtn with me in congratulating 60th you and Mrs. Currie 
upon being blessed, not only with dntiful, healthy, and robust children, 
bnt clever and sensible. We rejoice to hear it, and pray God they may 
prosper and become useful members of society. 

"As you are of Caledonian race, you may yet outlive a Buckskin 
should it 80 happen, my will has directed five hundred acres of my land 
at Nantypyron to be laid off for the use of Mrs. Currie for and during 
her natural life. In the mean time, no power that I know of can deprive 
you of lOur right to the glebe. Our best wishes attend you and yours, 
and beheve me when I subscribe myself, dear sir, 

" Your affectionate friend and servant, 
"CUARLES CARTD." 

Although Mr. Currie was a man who, judging from a sermon of 
his in my possession, put his trust in God for his fatherless children 
and widow when taken from them, yet it must have been trw, 
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comforting to know that this provision was made for them by a 
generous mend. The sermon is on th~ text, (Matthew vi. 34,) 
"Take no thought for to-morrow, for the morrow shall take thought 
for the things of itself. Sufiicient unto the day is the evil thereof." 
It is a very sensible and pious discourse on the subject treated of, 
showing, among other things, the impropriety of all uneasy thoughts 
about our earthly condition, and is in some respects a "con.cio ad 
ckrum" one to poor clergymen. I find on the cover of it these 
1I'0rds:-

" A aellDon written by my father, which I have determined to read at 
least once a year. ".E. OUBBIB. 

'8eplember 29, 1808." 

In relation to the above act of generosity, on the part of Mr. 
Oarter, to the widow and children of a worthy clergyma~, though 
there be few who can follow his example in a.ffording them the use of 
a farm of five hundred acres, yet there are many who can contribute 
lIomething to their comfort; and the thought that there are many 
who will do it must be a great solace to the heart of a dying minister 
when taking leave of his fatherless ones and widow. It is thus 
that God fulfils his promise when he bids them leave their father
less ones to him, and let their widows trust in him. And let me, 
in connection with this case, recommend to the pious charity of the 
living and dying members of our communion the two societies now 
established in our dioC8se,-the Society of the Widows a.nd Orphans 
of Deceased Clergymen, and that for Disabled, Superannuated 
Poor Clergymen. They are both of them worthy of patronage. 

Another instance of the charitable disposition of Mr. Carter is 
worthy of being mentioned and imitated. 

Solomon in one of his Proverbs says, "He that withholdeth corn, 
the people shall curse him; but blessing shall be upon the head of 
him that sellcth it." Here is an allusion to some covetous and 
hard-heartoo persons, who, in a time of scarcity and suffering 
among the poor, hold up their corn for some high price and will 
not sell it. I have been told that, in a year of this kind, Mr. Carter 
Bent a vessel full of corn down James River, disposing of it among 
the poor at a very reduced price, thus showing not only his charity, 
but his judgment in the disbursement of it. Let the rich through
out our land go and do likewise with all manner of goods which 
God hath given them in abundance, and of which others stand in 
need. 

A few remarks concerning him who was called King Carter 
VOL.I1.-8 
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seem to be can~ for, before we close our notice of this family. 
From the fact that such a title was bestowed on him, the idea baa 
become prevalent in Virginia that he was not only of princely pOBSe8o 
sions, having numerol18 tenants and servants, and a splendid palace 
for his residence, but that, as a consequence of this, he was autho
ritative, lordly, and arbitrary in his bearing and conduct, moving 
as a king in the Oolony. He ruled over the Oolony for more than 
.. year, until the arrival of Governor Gooch. I have in my pOI
&ession copies of two of his letters d~ing this period, concerning 
a sl18pected clergyman who was desirol18 of getting the parish of 
Wycomico, in Northumberland. They were addressed to Oaptain 
Charles Lee and Mr. Thomas Berry, churchwardens of the parish. 
They breathe a Ohristian spirit of moderation and yet of decision. 
There is nothing of a dictatorial temper about them, but only a 
desire to do his duty, in the absence of a Governor, and in refer
ence to one when he should arrive. It is very certain that Mr. 
Oarter and his family were very popular throughout the State. 
His daughters were married to the first men in Virginia, and his 
sons to the first ladies in Virginia. At his death a long Latin 
inscription, written by some ripe scholar, was placed on his tomb, 
in which the greatest virtues are &88igned to him, and a sincere 
piety. The Apit1.[lh will be found in our next article, on Ohrist 
Ohurch, Lancaster count,.. 
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ARTIOLE L YIIL 

Pa:ria1&e. in Lanct#ter Oounty. 

TIn. first mention which is made of Lancaster county in Hen
mg's "Statutes at Large" (volume i., page 874) is in 1652, when 
it is represented in the House of Burgesses by Oaptain Henry 
Fleet and Mr. William Underwood. At that time, and for four 
years after, it included all that is now Lancaster, Middlesex, Essex, 
and Richmond counties. In 1656, the old county of Rappahannock 
.. as cut oft' from Lancaster, and contained what, in 1692, was di
Yided into the two counties of Richmond and Essex,-Rappahannock 
being abolished. The county of Middlesex was not cut off from 
Lancaster until about 1664 or 1665, and, indeed, it is not men· 
tioned in Henning until the year 1675, when a levy of twenty-five 
men from each of the counties of Lancaster and Middlesex is 
ordered for a garrison in Stafford county, to protect the frontiers 
against the Indians. We are enabled to approach very near to 
certainty, as to the time of the division, by reference to an old 
vestry-book of the church in Middlesex, beginning in 1664. In 
1668 the vestry pass an order that a petition should be distributed 
among the people, praying the Assembly to ratify a former Act 
dividing Lancaster into two counties; from which it would seem 
that something was wanting to complete the division, though it must 
have been acted on, in some way, a year or two before. In the 
county of Lancaster, when including Middlesex, thore were four 
parishes,-two on each side of the river. Those on the south sido 
of the river were called Lancaster parish and Piankatank until, at 
an early period, they were merged in one and called Ohrist Ohurch. 
Those on the north side were St. Mary's and Ohrist Ohurch until, 
at a much later period, they were united in what is now Ohrist 
Ohurch. 

The vestry-book of Ohrist Ohurch, Lancaster, before the union 
of the two parishes, commenced, I think, about the year 1654. I 
saw it for the first time about twenty years ago, nod again three 
yean after, I believe, and took extracts from it, some of which 
.. ere published. Soon after this it disappeared, and, though <'3.."0-

folly so11jl;ht for since, can nowhere be found. For want of it we 

Digitized by Google 



116 OLD CHURCHES, lIfINISrBR8, AND 

lose the names of the first vestrymen, (except those of the firs 
John Carter and his sons John and Robert,) and some acts of the 
Testry, not remembered or written down by myself. I have re
cently been fnrnished with the vestry-book of St. Mary's parish, 
beginning in the year 1789, and continuing after its union with 
Christ Church, in 1752, until the war of the Revolution. But we 
still have to lament the loss of the proceedings of both parishes 
until 1739, and of Christ Churoh until 1752, except so far as I 
have retained in memory, and by print, the doings of the latter. 
Something more we have as to the names and aots of the vestry of 
Christ Church, by reason of the fact that, though the parishes \fere 
!Separate, they always employed the same minister, and met some
times in what was called a general vestry,-that is, a meeting of 
both,-when their names are recorded. 

We will first state suoh information as we have retained from the 
last reoords of Christ Churoh pariah. About, as we believe, tho 
year 1654, the name of John Carter, the father of that family, 
appears at the head of the vestry-lists, in a large, bold hand; then 
followed the name of the minister, which I do not recollect. Tht" 
same may be said of his eldest son John, and his youngest son 
Robert, aliaB King Carter. Their names always preceded the mi· 
nister's, and were written in a large, bold hand. This was one sign 
that they took the lead in the vestry,-even going before the mi. 
nister. In all the other vestry.books I have seen, even in that of 
Middlesex, where, about the same time, baronets were in the ves
tries, a·s Chicheley and Skipwith, the minister's name was always 
first. The action of the vestry, doubtleas under the influence of 
the Carters, seems to have been good in relation to the exercise of 
discipline on offenders. One instance is recorded where a fine of 
fifteen hundred-weight of tobacco is imposed on a man for swearing; 
but, upon his pleading poverty, it was afterward reduced to fiv .. 
hundred. Mr. Robert Carter had large possessions and numerous 
servants and tenants, as we have already said. Tradition has it 
thllot the congregation, which doubtless consisted chiefly of his de
pendants, did not enter the church, on Sunday, until the arrival of 
his coach, when all followed him and his family into it. Whether 
this be so or not, it is oortain, from the agreement on the vestry
book when he built the church, that good provision was made for 
his tenants Ilond servants, one-fourth of the building being secured 
Cor their use, besides a very large pew near the pulpit and chancel, 
which he prepared for his immediate family. 

The following extract from my report to the Convention in the 
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year 1888, after 8. visit to the parishes in the Northern Neck, wiD 
show what were the impressions made upon me by that venerable 
building,-impressions renewed and deepened by my subsequent 
visit:-

1/ My next appointment was at Ohrist Ohurch, Lancaster, on the 28d of 
June. This was the day appointed by the Oonvention to be observed as a 
day of humiliation, fasting, and prayer, on account of the languor of the 
Church, and the aiDs and troubles of the nation. No temple of religion, 
and no spot in the diocese, could have been selected more in accordance 
with the solemn duty of that day, than the old and venerable church in 
which three of God's ministers were assembled. I preached a sermon 
adapted to the occasion, and then proposed that those who were minded to 
IJl8nd the day as the Ohurch recommended should remain for some hours 
at that place, in suitable religious exercises. A goodly Dumber complied 
with the invitation, and after the interval of perhaps an hour, which was 
Ip8nt in purveying the building and the tombs around this ancient house 
Jf God, another service was performed, and a second a'Opropriate discourse 
ns preached by the Rev. Mr. Nelson, the service hav1ng been performed 
Dl Mr. Francis McGuire, the present minister of the parish. The past 
history and present condition of this hallowed spot and temple deserve a 
more particular notice. This notice is derived from the memorials fur
Dished" by the house itself, the tombstones around and within, and the 
leatry-book of the parish, kept from the year 1654 to 1770, to which I 
'lad access. 

"The present church was built on the site of an older one, whioh was 
<lIlmpleted in the year 1670, under the direction of lItir. John Oarter, the 
lim of that nan:.e, and the great ancestor of many bearing that name in 
Virginia. By the side of the chancel is a large marble slab, on which are 
.he names of John Oarter and his three wives, and several children, who 
.n died before him and were buried in that spo~. 

"The church being too small for the increasing population, a larger one 
ns meditated, and some change in its location talked of, when ?tlr. Robert 
IJarter (since known by the name of King Oarter) offered to build one 
at his own expense, saying that in consequence of his large possessions. 
increasing family, and number of tenants, he had intended for some time 
to build a larger one for the parish. The offer was cheerfully accepted, 
and the present house was completed about the time of Mr. Carter's death, 
-that is, about tbe year 1782,-and exhibits to this day one of the most 
striking monuments of the fidelity of ancient architecture to be seen in 
our land. Very few, if any, repairs have been put upon it: the original 
roof and shingles now cover the house, and have preserved in a state of 
perfection the beautiful arched ceilings, except in two places which hav .. 
within a few years been a little discoloured by the rain, which found ita 
way through the gutters where the shingles have decayed. The walls of 
~ house are three feet thiok, perfect and sound. The windows are large 
and strong, having probably two-thirds of the original glass in them. The 
pews are of the old fashion, high-backed, and very firm. A very large 
one near the altar, and opposite the pulpit, together with the whole north 
eroas of the building, was especially reserved by Mr. Oarter for the use of 
hiB family and dependants in all tillJe to come. 

" Lt deserves to be mentioned, that, in addition to the high backs whioh 
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alwa)'ll conoealed the family and prevented any of them from galing 
around when sitting or kneeling, a railing of brass rods with damask 
ourtains was put around the top of the pew, except the part opposite the 
pulpit, in order, it is supposed, to preve:at the lDdulgenoe of ouriosity 
when standing. These remained until a few years since, and parts of them 
may probably yet be found in the possession of neighbours or relatives. In 
further evidenoe of the fidelity with whioh the house was built, I would 
mention that the pavement of its aisles, whioh is of largo freestone, is 
yet solid and smooth 88 though it were the work of yesterday. The old 
walnut Communion-table also stands firm and unimpaired, and not a roud 
from the railing of the ohancel is gone or even loosened. The old marble 
font, the largest and most beautiful I ever saw, is still there; and, what 
will scarce be oredited, the old oedar dial-post, with the name of John 
Carter, 1702, and which 11'88 only removed a few years since from its 
station without the door, where it was planted in the ground, is still to be 
seen in its place of security under the pulpit. In suoh a house, surrounded 
by suoh memorials, it was delightfol to read the word of God and the 
prayers of the Church from the old desk, to pronounoe the commandments 
from the altar near whioh the two tables of the law, the oreed, and Lord'. 
prayer are still to be seen, in large and legible oharacters, and then to 
preaoh the words of eternal life from the high and lofty pulpit, which 
seemed, 88 it were, to be hug in the air. Pec\Jiarly delightful it was to 
raise the voioe in suoh utteranoes in a house whose sacred form and 
beautiful arches seemed to give force and music to the feeblest tongue 
beyond any other building in which I ever performed or heard the hal
lowed services of the sanctuary. The situation of this ohurch, though 
low, and surrounded on two of its sides by woodland, with thiok under
growth, is not without its peculiar intercst. A few aores of open land, 
with some very large trees, chiefly spreading walnuts, furnish ample room 
for the horses and vehicles of those who attend it. An old decayed brick 
wall, with a number of graves and tombstonea around the house, adds DO 

little solemnity to the soene. Among the latter, at the east end of the 
house, within a neat enclosure, reoently put up, are to be seen the tombe 
of Robert Carter, the builder of the house, and of his two wives. These 
are probably the largest and richest and heaviest tombstones in our land. 
A long Latin inscription is to be seen on that of Mr. Carter. While the 
tomb of the husband is entire, those of the wives appear to have been 
riven by lightning, and are separating and falling to pieces. Such is the 
belief and testimony of the neighbours. It is pleasing to know that a 
considerable sum of money has been subscribed for repairing the roof 
whioh requires a new covering, and for improving the interior of this 
remarkable building, and that a generous portion of it it! oontributed by 
some of the descendants of the original builder, or those connected with 
them, who, though residing at a distanoe from the spot, poesess the land 
around it, and have given the best assuranco to tho remaining families of 
the church, that it shall ever be continued tor its original and sacred 
purposes. " 

To the foregoing notices of Christ Church from my report to the 
Convention of 1838, I add the following from memory. Of thn 
two days spent in this hallowed spot, the one following the day of 
humiliation was a dark and gloomy one,-the sky being overcast 
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with heavy chmds, from which showers were dt:scending upon the 
earth. To be in that old building, with only two-thirds of the glass 
in the windows, on such a day, had a peculiar interest in it to a soul 
at all incliued to the love of ancient things. The weather being 
mild, there was nothing to interrupt the indulgence of such a feel
.ing. There 'W&8 also something to enoourage it, in the fact that an 
aged lady, (the descendant of Mr. Carter,) whose two nieoes-thea 
eldest daughters of Mr. Tomlin, who lived near at hand-had on 
the preceding day ratified their baptismal vows, desired on this 
occasion to do the same. loan never forget my feelings as I stood 
in the old chancel administering the rite, while only a few indi
viduals, and they chiefly the descendants of the builder of the 
house, were here and there to be seen in the large double pews 
adjoining the pulpit and chancel. There was a circumstance 
which occurred at that time not unworthy to be mentioned, as 
showing that we of this day of progressive improvement are not 
in all things in advance of our fathers, but in some rather the con
trary. I spent the night intervening between the two abova-men
tioned days at Mr. Tomlin's house, which was a new one ecarcely 
finished, and, while lying in bed early in the morning and looking 
toward the ceiling, suddenly saw a large portion of the plastering 
giving way just above me, leaving only time to draw the covering 
over my head before it fell upon my body, and not without a slight 
bruise. I could not help then and often since instituting a com· 
parison between the fidelity and durability of ancient and modern 
architecture. Here was the ceiling of a private house, not a year 
old, tumbling over me, and there was the heavy plastering of an 
old church, built one hundred and twenty or thirty years before, 
perfectly sound and impervious to rain, except in one ·or two small 
spots where it was a little discoloured underneath the gutter, where 
the shingles had decayed. Where is the house, built in these 
degenerate days of slight modem architecture, which may com
pare with Old Christ Church, either within or without? When a 
few years since it was repaired, as I in my report expressed the 
.belief that it would·be, the only repail's required were a new roof, 
(and but for the failure in the gutters that would have been un· 
necessary,) the renewal of the cornices, supplying the broken 
glass, and painting the pews, pulpit, &0. All the rest was in a most 
perfect state of soundness. The shingles, except in the decayed 
gutters, were 80 good that they were sold to the neighbours around, 
and will probably now last longer than many new ones just gotten 
from the wooda,-having become hardened by age on the steep and 
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taunt roofs from which the rains of more than a century rushed 
Qownward, not stopping for a moment to settle in the joints. That 
is one reason why all of the old root's were more durable than the 
modern,-the fashionable taste for low or fiat ones leading to their 
speedier decay. Another is the fact that in former days worms, so 
destructive now to timber, appear uot to have abounded as at 
present, or else some method for drying and hardening all the ma
terials used was adopted, which is now neglected. In taking off 
the roof of Old Christ Church for the purpose of renewing it, one 
secret of the durability of the plastering was discovered. Besides 
having mortar of the moat tenacious kind and of the purest white, 
and laths much thicker and stronger than those now in use, and 
old English wrought naila,-our modern. factories not then being 
mown,-the mortar was not only preased with a strong hand 
through the openings of the laths, but clinched on the other side 
by a trowel in the hand of one above, so as to be fast keyed and 
kept from falling. 

In all respects the house appeare to have been built in the m08\ 
durable manner, but without any of the mere trinkets of archi
tecture. The form and proportion of the house are also moat excel
lent, and make a deep impression on the eye and mind of the 
beholder. Though the walla are three feet thick, yet such is their 
height and such the short distance between the windows and doors. 
and 8uch the effect of the figure of the ClOSS, that there is no ap
pearance of heavineBB about them. The roof or roofs are also very 
steep and high, and take the place of tower or steeple. A steeple 
or tower would indeed injure the whole aspect of the building. 

For the repairing of this house we are indebted mainly to the 
liberality of two brothe~8,-Mr. KelIeys,-deaeendants of old Epis
copalians of the Northern Neck. Not only did they furnish far 
the larger part of the fifteen hundred dollars required for it, but 
superintended most carefully the expenditure of the same. Their 
bodies lie side by side within a strollg iron enclosure near the 
church. The eldest of the brothers das died within the last two 
years, leaving, among other bequests, two thousand dollars to our 
Theological Seminary and High School. 

I am sure the reader will be pleased in having the followins 
epitaphs added to the foregoing nctieea of Old Christ Church. 

L 

This ineription is to the north of the chancel, in the east end of 
the church :-
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"Here ]yetb buried,. body of John Carter, Esq., who died yo 10th of 
JUDe, Anno Domini 1669; and also Jane, ,. daughter of Mr. Morgan 
Glyn, and George her son, and Elenor Carter, and Ann, ,. daughter of 
Mr. Cleave Carter, and Sarah, y. daughter of Mr. Gabrie] Ludlow, and 
Sarah her daughter, whioh were aU his wives successively, and died before 
him. 

"tB]esaed are ,. dead whioh die in 1" Lord; even 806, aaith ,. Spirit, for 
ihey rest. from their labours, and their works do follow them.' II 

n. 
This inscription is in the centre of the church, at the interse. 

tion of the aisles :-

"Here ]yeth the body of Mr. David Miles, who died the 29th of De
oembar, 1674, and in ,. 40th year of his age. 

" Bodie mihi, 01'U tibi.· 
(Mine to-day, yoUl"l to-morrow.) 

nr. 
This tombstone is at the east end of the church :-

"H. S. E. 
"Vir hODorabilis Robertus Carter, armiger, qui ganus honestum dotibus 

ezimiis et moribus antiquis ilJustravit. Collegium Gulie]mi et Mari., 
_poribus diftioillimis propugnavit, Gubernator. 

"Senatus Rogator et QilIBstor sub sereniuimis Principibus GulieJmo, 
Anna, Georgio Primo et Secundo. 

"A publicis conoilliis conciIJii per sezennium p1'1ll8eB; plus anno Colonie 
Pnefectus, oum regiam dignitatem et publicam libertatem aequali jure 
III8l'Uit. 

"Opibua ampliuimis bene partis iustruotus, edem hanG saoram, in 
Deum pietatis grande monumentum propriis sumptibl18 edmit. Loou
pletavit. 

"In omnes quos humaniter ezoopit nec prodigus neo parous hospea. 
Liberalitatem insignem testantur debita munifioe remissa. 

"Primo Juditham, Johannis Armistead, Armigeri, filiam; deinde Betty, 
generoea Landonorum stirpe oriundam, sibi connubio junotas habuit: 
e quibus prolem numerosam susoepit, in qua erudienda pecum. vim mm
mam insumpsit. 

"Tandem honorum et dierum Bator, cum omnia via muoera egregiIe 
pnastitisaet, obiit Pri. Non. Aug. An. Dom. 1782,.,1. 69. 

" Milleri solamen, vidUIB pnesiduum, orbi patrem, ademptum ]ugent." 

BART 01' THE OHUROH. 

IV. 

"Here Iyeth buried the body of Judith Carter, the wife of Roben 
Carter, Esq., and eld8llt daughter of the Hon. John Armistead, Esq., and 
Judith his wife. She departed this life the 28d day of February, Anno 
1699, in the -- year of her age, and in the eleventh year of her mal'
~ having borne to her husband five ohildren fou· daughters and a 
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IOn, two whereof, Sarah and Judith Carter. died before, and are buried 
near her. Piously she lived, and comfortably died, in the jOyfulll881l1'Ul08 
of a happy eternitie, leaving to her friends the sweet perfume of a good 
reputation." 

EAST OJ' THB OHUBOH, AND XUTILATBD. 

V. 
U To the memory of Betty Carter, second wife of Robert Carter, Eeq., 

1ouogest daughter of Thomas Landon, Esq., and Mary his wife, of Grednd, 
In the county of Hereford, the ancient seat of the family and place of her 
nativity. She bore to her husband ten children, five sons and five daugb
tera, three of whom--8arah, Betty, and Ludlow-died before her and are 
b~ried near her. She was a person of great and exemplary piety and 
charity in every relation wherein she stood: whether considered 88 a 
Christian, a wife, a mother, a mistress, a neighbour, or a friend, her con
dnct 1t'lI8 equalled by few, excelled by none. She changed this life for a 
better on the 8d of July, 1710, in the 86th year of her age and 19th of 
her marriage. May her descendants make their mother's virtues and 
graces the pattern of their lives and actions !" 

EAST 01' THE CHUBOH. 

VI. 

"Under this stone are the remains of Mary Caner, the affectionate wife 
of Charles Carter, of Corotoman, who died on the 80th of January, 1770, 
after a painful illness of three months, during which time she discovered • 
trnly Christian fortitude, aged 84 yeara." 

Mr. Ca.rier moved to Shirly, on James River, in 1776, and mar
ried Ann Butler Moore,-his second wife. 

The following translation of Mr. Robert Carter's epitaph may be 
& help to some of our readers :-

"Here lies buried Robert Carter, Esq., an honourable man, who by 
noble endowments and pure morals gave lustre to his gentle birth. 

"Rector of William and Mary, he sustained that institution in its most 
trying times. He was Speaker of the House of Bnrgesses, and Treasurer 
nnder the most serene Princes William, Anne, George I. and II. 

"Elected by the House its Speaker six yeara, and Governor of the Colony 
for more than a year, 1>.e npheld equally the regal dignity and the pnblic 
freedom. 

"POBBe8IIed of ample weal~h, blamele&&ly &OCJuired, he built and endowed, 
at bis own expense, this sacred edifice,-a SIgnal monument of his piety 
toward God. He furnished it richly. 

"Entertaining his friends kindly, he was neither a prodigal nor a par
simonious host. 

"His first wife was Judith, daughter of John Armistead, Esq.; hi, 
second Betty, a descendant of the noble family of Landons. By theae 
wives he had many ohildren, on whose edncation he expended large 81lIIII 
of money. 

" At length, full of honours and of years, when he had well performed 
all the duties of an exemplary life, he departed from this world on the 
hh day of August, in the 69th year of his age. 
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"Tho unhappy lameDt their lost comforter, the widows their lost pro
teef01', and the orphans their loat father." 

IC:!'ISTBRS 01' THE PARISHES 01' OHBIST OHUROH AND ST. KARY'S. 

We have already stated that the same ministers served both 
parishes. Who the first minister or ministers were, we are unable 
to state; but upon the vestry-book, whose loss we lament, there 
was one whose name and history were too striking to be forgotten. 
His name was Andrew Jackson, and, for what cause we know not, 
4IJ)me one \\rote his name, and he made his mark, beneath the name 
i one of tbe John Carters. He was not Episcopally ordained, and 
jUs led to a correspondence between the vestry and one of the 
Governors of Virginia,-most probably Governor Nicholson,-at a 
time when an order came from England that the law requiring all 
holding livings in the Church to be Episcopally ordained should 
be enforced in Virginia. The vestry remonstrated earnestly with 
the Governor against ita execution in the case of their minister, 
Mr. Jackson. They plead that be had been serving the parish 
faitbtully for twenty-five years, that he was much esteemed and 
beloved, bad brought up a large family of children, and laid up 
something for them from his industrious culture of the glebe, (then 
and now a good farm near the church,) and the people were very 
unwilling to part with him. They urged one argument very em
phatically,-viz.: that, by reason of the inferiority of the quality 
of tobacco raised in the Northern Neck of Virginia, by comparison 
with that in many other parts, it being worth less by twopence per 
pound, the parish was not on an equal footing with a large number 
elsewhere in procuring suitable ministers, and that, therefore, they 
ought to be allowed to retain the one whom they had. What was 
the issue of the controversy either did not appear or is not recol
lected. My impression is that it took place early in the last century, 
and tbat he was succeeded by the Rev. John Bell, who was cer
tainly the minister in 1718, and continued so until the year 1748, 
when, at his death, the Rev. David Currie succeeded, and continued 
antil his death in 1792,-nearly fifty years. If such be the case, 
then were the people of Lancaster ·served for more than one hundred 
years by three ministers, who were esteemed and loved by them. 
In my previous account of tbe Carter family I have spoken more 
particularly of Mr. Currie, whose descendants are numerous and 
respectable and have adhered to the Church of their worthy an· 
eestor. At the death of Mr. Currie, in 1791, the Rev. David Ban 
appears for one year on tbe list of our clerical delegates to the 
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Convention, and for one only. Whether he was of the large fami1~ 
of Balls belonging to Lancaster, or whence he came, or whither h~ 
went, I know not. He was followed by a Rev. Mr. Leland and :i 
Rev. Mr. Page, each for a short time. Of each of these I shall 
speak in another place. In 1794, no clerical delegate appears; 
but there were two laymen,-Mr. Raleigh Downman and Mr. 
William Eustace. From the year 1796 to the year 1805, the Rev. 
Daniel McNaughton is on our list as minister of this parisb. 
James Ball, Martiu Shearman, and William Montague appear 88 

lay delegates. In 1812, Raleigh Downman and J. M. Smith are 
lay delegates. In 1818, the Rev. Samuel Low is minister. Be
tween him and his friends, and Mr. McNaughton, there was for 
some time a CClltest for the parish and the use of the churches. 
On one occasion Mr. Low had all the congregation in the church
yard, and preached from the seat behind a carriage, while Mr 
McNaughton had the pulpit and the empty pews within. They 
were both of them such unworthy oharacters, though in different 
ways, that we shall not waste time and words upon them. In the 
year 1824, the Rev. Ira Parker, an ignorant and incompetent 
minister, took oharge of the parish, but soon left it for some other. 
After floating about for a few years, he adopted the system of 
Swedenborg, and was dismissed from the ministry. In the year 
1882, the Rev. Ephraim Adams took oharge of the parish and 
IOntinued its minister for four years. He was a worthy man, but, 
oy reason of some peculiarities, unfitted for much usefulness. In 
1838, the Rev. Francis McGuire was its minister; and, in 1839, 
the Rev. Mr. Bryant, of whom we have spoken elsewhere, succeeded. 
In 1844 a.nd 1845, the Rev. Mr. Richmond was its minister. Irt 
1850 and 1851, the Rev. Mr. Nash. In 1853, its present minister, 
the Rev. Edmund Withers, took oharge of it. Within the last few 
years a small church has been built at Kilmarnock, about four 
miles from Old Christ Church. It being more convenient to the 
majority of the people in that region than the old one, services are 
held there alternately. Although but few attend generally at tho 
old and venerable one, by reason of its inconvenient location, yet 
at my recent visit to it, although there were other services near at 
hand, one hundred and seventy-five persons might be counted thAre 
on a Sabbath morning. It is somewhat remarkable that Kilmar
nock is the very spot on which the vestry determined to build a 
new ohurch nearly one hundred and fifty years ago, deeming it 
the most oentral and convenient place, when Mr. Cartel' offered to 
build one at his own expense, if allowed to locate it nearer to hi. 
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residence at Corotoman. Tradition says that the bricks of which 
the church is built were brought from England. It is far more 
probable that it is true in this ease than in most of the other 
houses, public or private, of which the same report has come down 
to us; for Mr. Carter, having so many vessels from England as
signed to him, may, at little cost, have had English bricks put in 
88 ballast, and then conveyed in flatboats up the creek, within a 
short distance of the place where the church stands. Piles of 
stones thus coming from England may yet be seen near the river
bank at Corotoman, there cast to prevent the waves from depre
dating on the bank near his house. 

Lilt 0/ V~ in 8t. Mary'. Pam", be/ore the union Q/ the pariiku, 
from 1789 to 1766, and 0/ both parishes after the union. 

William Bertrand, William Ball, Jr., Joseph Ball, Joseph Beale, Jos. 
Chinn, Martin Shearman, Raleigh Chinn, Richard Chichester, Jesse Ball, 
Robert Mitchell, Colonel Ball, Major Ball, (making five Balls in one 
'festry,) Joseph Carter, Thomas Chinn. In the year 1748, the followinp: 
'festrymen from Christ Church met with the vestry of St. Mary's White 
Chapel,-viz.: Henry Carter, Henry Lawson, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Steptoe, 
Mr. Martin, Captain Tayloe, Colonel Conway, Thomas Lawson, John 
Steptoe, Mr. Pinkard. At this time six of each veatry are appointed tc 
form a general veatry, and it is sometimes difficult to determine to whioh 
parish each one belongs. Hugh Bent, from Christ Churoh, James Ball, 
Jr., Dale Carter, Stephen Towles, George Payne, Merryman Payne, Rioh
ard Selden, Thomas Chinn, Solomon Ewell, John Fleet, William Dymer, 
Charles Carter, John Chinn, James Kiok, Thaddeus McCarty, Thomas 
Griffin, Thomas Lawson, Edwin Conway, William Monta~e, in place of 
Charles Carter, in 1776, Henry Towles, James Newby, William Sydnor, 
J"hn Berryman, Colonel John Tayloe, James Brent, William Chewning, 
James Ball, Jr. 

In 1786, Cyrus Griffin is appointed to attend the Episcopal 
Convention in Richmond, and James Ball to attend the examination 
of the Rev. Edward Jones at the c01lrt-house. For what purpose 
and of what character that examination was, is not certa.inly known, 
but it is believed to have been a kind of trial under a canon of 
Virginia. Thus ends the vestry-book. 

WHITB CHAPEL CHUBCH. 

The first church was tom down. From the vestry-book it appears 
that the present was built in 1740. It was contracted for with Mr. 
James Jones. In that year Major James Ball and Mr. Joseph 
Ball are allowed to build a gallery in the church for their families, 
provided it be completed at the same time with the church, and finished 
in the same style with the west gallery. Leave is also granted to two 
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of the Balla and two Mr. Burge88es to build an end-gallery on the 
• same terms. The house was originally in the form of a cr088. The 

two wings have been taken down, and it is now an oblong square. 
In the early part of the last century the parishes must have been 

in a flourishing condition, so far as numbers and attendants go. 
In the year 1724, Mr. Bell, who had then been their miuister for 
twelve years, informs the Bishop of London that there were three 
hundrC'd families iu it; that the churches were thronged; tha.t almost 
all the white persons in the parish attended; that there were a great 
many negroes who neither understood his language, nor he theirs; that 
the old church was opened to them, and the word preached, and the 
sacraments administered with circumspection. He says at that time 
the two parishes were united in one, and called Trinity: but of this 
we read nothing, either in the Acts of A88Cmbly or in the vestry-book. 

Around Old White Chapel Church, under the venerable pines 
which enclose it on two sides, and near an old county road, lie a 
number of those strong, heavy tombstones which betoken a deep 
regard of the living for the dead. Almost all of them are inscribed 
with the name of Ball,-a name which so abounds in the vestry
book, the county, and the State. Through the attention of a friend 
I have a document of more ancient date than any tombstone in
scription there. It is a description of the coat of arms of the family 
of Ball, brought to this country about the year 1650, by the first 
of the name who came to Virginia. The coat of arms has much 
that is bold about it, as a lion rampant, with a globe in his paw, 
and there is helmet and shield and vii or, and coat of mail, and 
other things betokening strength and courage; but none of these 
suit my work. There is, however, one thing which does. On the 
scroll which belongs to it are these words :-" Oa!lumque tum." 
They were taken, of course, from these lines of Ovid:-

•• Pronaque cum BpfICtant animalia cetera terram 
Os homini Inblime dedit, CIBlulIIfI" tveri." 

May it be a memento to all his posterity to look upward, and 
"seek the things which are above." On the back of the original 
copy of this armorial document are the following words, in a bold 
hand, such &8 was common in those days :-" The coat of arms 
of Colonel William Ball, who came from England with his family 
about the year 1650, and settled at the mouth of Corotoman River, 
in Lancaster county, Virginia, and died in 1669, leaving two sona, 
William and Joseph, and one daughter, Hannah, who married 
Daniel Fox. William left eip;ht sons, (and one daughter,) five of 
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whom have now (Anno Domini 1779) male issue. Joseph's male 
issue is extinct. General George Washington is his grandson, by 
hiB youngest daughter, Mary. Colonel Burgess Ban is the only 
child or Jeduthun, who 11'88 the third and youngest son of James,· 
the third son of said William." On the tombstones around the 
church there is no inscription of the first William Ban or any of 
his children, but only of his grandchildren and other descendants. 
'fhe first is over the grave of David Ball, seventh son of Captain 
William Ball, who waa born in 1686. The others are the tomb
stones of Mildred Ball, Jeduthun Ball, Mary Ann Ball, daughter 
of the Rev. John Bertrand, of Jesse Ball, of Mary Ball, daughter 
of Edwin Conway, of James Ball, her husband, of William Ball, 
"who died in a steadfast faith in Christ and full hope of a joyful 
resurrection," of James Ball and Fanny, his wire, daughter of R. 
leigh, and Franoell Downman, of Lettuce, third wife of James Ball, 
and daughter of Richard Lee, of Ditchley, of Colonel James Ball, 
of James Ball, second son of James and Mary. 

P.S.-Since the above 11'88 written I have received a communi
cation from a friend who has looked into the earliest records of 
Lancaster county, when Middlesex and Lancaster were one. They 
go back to 1650. A few years after this, in the absence of a vestry, 
the court appointed the Rev. Samuel Cole the minister of the whole 
county on both sides of the river. This is the same minister who 
appears on the vestry-book of Middlesex in the year 1664. The 
court also appointed churchwardens and sidesmen, 3S in the Eng
lish Church, on both sides of the river. They were John Taylor, 
William Clapham, John Merryman, Edmund Lurin, George Kibble, 
and William Leech. Other names also appear on the records, 88 

Thomas Powell, Cuthbert Powell, Edward Digges, W. Berkeley, 
Robert Chewning, Henry Corbyn, David Fox, John Washington, 
of Westmoreland. In the year 1661, a general vestry is formed, 
and Mr. John Carter, Henry Corbyn, David Fox, and William 
Leech, are appointed to take up subscriptions for the support of 
the minister. They were chosen from each side of the river. An 
instance is recorded at this early period or a man being fined five 
thousand pounds of tobacco by the court for profane swearing. 

In the year 1685, we find John Chilton fined, and required to 
appear four times on his bended knees, and ask pardon each time, 
for a misdemeanour committed in their presence. 

In the year 1699, we find that none are allowed to be teachers 
of yoath eJ:cept BUch as are commisaioned by the Bishop of London, 
1Ild. in the same year, that inquiries were ordered as to any reli. 
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glOus meetings except those of the Established Church. These 
things were under the mild reign of the amiahle Governor Nicholson. 

_ In the year 1727, we find presentments for being absent from 
church one month and two months, for swearing, for selling craw
fish and posting accounts on Sunday. 

In addition to the above, it may be stated that the county records, 
as well as vestry-boob, show that the family of Balls was very 
active in promoting good things. At an early period of onr history, 
it is stated that a measure was set on foot for educating a number of 
Virginia youths for the ministry, in order to a larger and bauer 
supply. It would appear from the county records that this mea
sure originated, in 1729, with Mr. Joseph Ball, of Lancaster. The 
following is the entry:-

"A proposition of Joseph Ball, gentleman, in behalf of himself' IDd 
the rest of the inhabitants of Virginia, directed to the Honoun.ble the 
General Assembly, concerning the instruotin~ a certain nnmber of young 
gentlemen, Virginians bom, in the study of divinity, at the county'_ 
oharge, was this day presented in court by the said Joseph Ball, and on 
his prayer ordered to be certified to the General Assembly." 

This Joseph Ball married a Miss Ravenscroft, of England, and 
settled in London as practitioner of law. He had only one 
daughter, Fanny, who married Raleigh Downman in 1750. Her 
children were Joseph Ball Downman, of Moratica, Fanny, who 
married Colonel James Ball, of Bewdley, and Mr. Raleigh W. 
Downman, of Belle-Isle. This Joseph Ban was the uncle of 
General Washington. I have before me two letters from him, the 
one addressed to his sister Mary, and the other to his nephew 
George Washington, from which I take the following passages. 
The first is to his sister, when her son was thinking of going to 
S8&. It is dated Stratford-by-Bow, 19th of May, 1747:-

" I understand that you are advised and have some thoughta of putting 
your son George to sea. I think he had better be put apprentice to. 
tinker, for a oommon sailor before the mast has by no meanH the common 
liberty of the subjeot; for they will press him from a ship where he hili 
fifty shillings a month and make him take twenty-three, and out and 
slash and use him like a negro, or rather like a dog. And, as to any 
considerable preferment in the navy, it is not to be expeoted, as there 
are always 80 many gaping for it here who have interest, and he has none. 
And if he should get to be master of a Virginia ship, (which it is very 
difficult to do,) a planter that has three or four hundred acres of land and 
three or four slaves, if he be industrious, may live more oomfortably, and 
leave hill family in better bread, than suoh a master of a ship can. . . . 
He mUllt not be too hasty to be rich, but go on gently and with patienoe. 
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III tbiugs will naturally go. This method, without aiming at being a fin" 
gentleman before his time, will carry a man more comfortably I\Ild surely 
&hrough the world than going to sea, unless it be a great ohanoe indeed. 
1 pray God keep you and yours. 

ce Your loving brother, JOSEPH BALL." 

To his nephew he writes th1l8 after Braddock's defeat:-

.. BTu."17OBD, 6th of September, 1766. 
" GooD COUSIN :-It is a sensible pleasure to me to hear that you han 

behaved yourself with suoh a martial spirit, in all your engagements 
with the Frenoh, nigh Ohio. Go on as you have begun, and God prosper 
you. We have heard of General Braddock's defeat. Everybody blamOl 
his rash conduct. Everybody oommends the courage of the Virginians 
and Carolina men, whioh is very agreeable to me. 1 desire you, as you 
may have opportunity, to give me a short account how you proceed. I 
am your mother's brother. I hope you will not deny my reqnest. I 
heartily wish you good SUOOO88, and am 

" Your loving unole, 
"JoSEPH BALL" 

"To MuOR GEORGI: WASHINGTON, 
II A' the Palls of BappabanDook. or elsewhere, in Virginia. 

" Please direct for me at Btratford.by-Bow, nigh London." 

A few words concerning a minister and church of another de 
nomination will close my notices of Lancaster. 

The county of Lancaster was the scene of the early labours of 
the Rev. Mr. Waddell, the blind Presbyterian preacher who is so 
feelingly described iiy Mr. Wirt, in the British Spy. At a time 
when disaft"ection toward the Established Church was spreading 
through Virginia, and great numbers were leaving it, Mr. Waddell, 
by his talents, zeal, and piety, gathered two congregations in this I' 

county. One of the churches was near the court-house. The 
graveyard, in its ruins, is the only relic of the establishment of 
that denomination in Lancaster couty. About fifty years since, 
the church shared the same fate with those of the Establishment 
which have now passed away. The two acres of land on which it 
stood, and beneath which are the remains of numerous adherents 
to that denomination, has ever been regarded as sacred. A grove 
of oaks, sycamores, pines, and other trees shaded the hillocks and 
80me tombstones which were spread over the surface of th6 earth, 
which was carpeted with a covering of green grass. It was, I am 
told, a favourite resort to the people of the village and country 
around,-to the young as a play-ground, to the old as a scene of 
contemplation. I recently visited the spot, but found it no longer 
a scene for the young or old, the gay or the grave. Nearly every 
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tree was gone, having been, within a year or two, cut down and 
converted into cord-wood and sold to the steamboats. Nothing is 
now to be seen but stumps and piles of dead branches, which hide 
not only tho hillock-graves, but the few tombstones which were 
once to be S('6n. Young cedars are everywhere putting forth their 
shoots, and in a few years it will be with this spot as with many 
like it in Virginia,-it must be so hidden from the view that it will 
be difficult for any ecclesiastical antiquary to discover the spot 
where Mr. Waddell once proclaimed the Gospel of Christ. Rumour 
says that, in the absence of any member of the Church near· at 
hand, application was made to some Presbyterian ministers at a dis
tance, and leave granted to do something to this interesting spoc 
which baa resulted in such utter desolation. 
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ARTICLE LIX. 

PriM. in Northumberland CWnty.- Wycomico and St. 
8tepkefr,' •• 

NORTHUMBERLAND county, lying on the bay and· t~e Great Po
tomac, was partiallyaettled at an early period. In the year 1646, 
ciuring the government of Sir William Berkeley, we find the follow
ing Act of Assembly :-" Whereas, the inhabitants of Chicawane, 
filial Northumberland, being members of this Colony, have not 
hitherto contributed toward the charges of the war, [with the Indians,] 
it is now thought fit that the aaid inhabitants do make payment of 
the levy according to such rates as are by this present Assembly 
assessed •••• And in case the said inhabitants shall refuse or deny 
payment of the said levy, as above expres~d, that, upon report 
thereof to the next Assembly, speedy course shall then be adopted 
&0 call them off from the said Plantation." It had in the previous 
year been allowed a Burgess, in Mr. John Matram. In the fol
lowing year Mr. William Presley was the delegate. In tho year 
1648, we find the following Act :-" That the ninth Act of Assembly 
of 1647, for the reducing of the inhabitants of Chickcoun and 
other parts of the neck of land between Rappahannock and Poto
macke Rivers be repealed, and tot the said tract of land be here
after called and known by the name of the county of Northumber
land." In the year 1M9, it is declared "that the inhabitants on 
the sonth aide of the Potomacke [potomac] shall be included, and 
are hereafter to be accounted within the county of Northumber
land." In the year 1653, the bounds of Northumberland are 
reduced by the establishment of Westmoreland county, which was 
made to extend '~from Matchoactoke River, where Mr. Cole lives, 
and 80 upward to the falls of the great river Potomacke above 
die Necostins town;" that is, above what is now Georgetown, in the 
District of Columbia. In the year 1673, the boundary-line between 
Lancaster and Northumberland is settled, according to an order of 
the Assembly, by Colonel John Washington, (the first settler, and 
great-grandfather of General Washington,) Captain John Lee, 
William Trave80n, William Moseley, and R. Beverley. While 11'8 
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have the above Acts of Assembly in relation to its civil divisions, 
we find nothing as to its religious concerns. The establishment of 
a parish or parishes within its bounds is nowhere given us, excep: 
in two lists of the counties in the year 1754, when it is called St 
Stephen's parish, with Mr. Thomas Smith for its minister, and in 
1758, when it is called Wycomico, and has the Rev. John Leland 
as its minister. In the year 1776, it is said to have two parishes,
Wycomico and St. Stephen's,-Mr. John Leland the minister of the 
former, and the Rev. Benjamin Sebastion of the other. Mr. Leland 
was ordained by the Bishop of London in 1775, and Mr. Sebastion 
in 1766. It is, however, confidently affirmed to this day that there 
wero two parishes, caned Upper and Lower St. Stephen's, besides 
Wycomico, and that the glebes can be pointed out. 

In the year 1785, we find the two parishes represented in the 
Convention,-Wycomico by the Rev. Mr. Leland, and as lay delegate 
T. Gaskins, St. Stephen's by the Rev. Thomas Davis, with Mr. 
Hudson Meuse as lay delegate. In the year 1786, Wycomico 
alone is represented by Mr. Leland and Mr. Gaskins. In 1787, 
Mr. Leland appears for the last time, with Mr. David Ball as lay 
delegate. In 1789, Mr.Oneriphorns Harvey is lay delegate from 
Wycomico, and in 1790, Mr. Isaac Besye. In that year the Rev. 
Thomas Davis represents St. Stephen's parish, and also in 1792. 
In 1795, the Rev. John Seward, with Abraham Beacham as lay 
delegate, represents St. Stephen's, while three lay delegates, Messrs. 
Hopkins, Hardy, and Hurst, represent Wycomico. In the year 
1797, Thomas Gaskins and Thomas Hurst are lay delegates from 
Wycomico, and Mr. William Claughton from St. Stephen's. In 
1799, the Rev. Mr. Seward still represents St. Stephen's, while 
Willia,m Davenport and Thomas Harvey are lay delegates for 
Wycomico. There being no Convention, or, if one, no records of 
It, unti11805, we are unable to say who ministered in Northumber
land in the interim. In that year the Rev. Duncan McNaughton 
represented St. Stephen's, with John Hull &8 lay delega.te. In the 
year 1812, the Rev. Samuel Low, with Thomas Gaskins &8 lay 
delegate, was in the Convention. Mr. Low was also there in 1818, 
accompanied by Mr. Joseph Ball. From that to the present time 
there has, I believe, been no regular minister belonging to either 
of the parishes of this county, though services have been renderEd 
to them both by the ministers of Lancaster county. 

Concerning the church in W ycomico parish, and which was called 
Wycomico Church, we have something to soy from personal know
ledge. Bishop Moore and myself both performed services in it, 
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'hough toO a small number of persons. The last time that Bishop 
Moore was in the desk, a piece of plastering from its high arched 
ceilillg fell upon his head, which was protected by only a few gray 
hairs. Judging from the size of the house, there must, at the time 
of its erection, have been many attendants, for it was the largest 
of the old churches in Virginia of which I have any knowledge. 
It was built about the beginning of the Revolutionary War, when 
faithful architecture had already waned. After my last visit to it 
in 1837, I made the following communication to the ensuing Con
vention of 1838:-

"On Thursday, the 22d install', I visited Northumberland Court-House 
in company with the Rev. W88hington Nelson, and preached to a respect
able congregation in the Reformed Methodist Church. But few Episcopal 
families are DOW to be found in this county. There were formerly three 
large brick ohurehes in it, two of which are entirely gone, and the third 
will soon share their fate unless speedy means of prevention be adopted. 
The one yet remaining, called W ycomico Church, W88 built in the year 
1771, not long before the Revolution, and the walls are still firm. The 
other part of the workmanship W88 so inferior to that of former times, 
tha, the vestry refused to receive it at the hands of the contractor. The 
roof is now falling in, and the ceiling has given way some years since . 
.Each of the Bishops of Virginia have preached in this decaying house, 
though not withou, some apprehension. Its present condition is truly 
~n~. The doors and windows are gone. The fine bricks which 
ease the wmdo1J8 and doors are gradually disappearing. Along the deserted 
aisles, and in the pews of this large cruciform church, measuring seventy
five feet in every direction, may now be seen the carriage, the wagon, the 
plow, the fishing-seine, barrels of tar and lime, lumber, and various im
plements of husbandry. The cattle have free adUli88ion to it, and the 
pavement of the aisles, and even the marble slab which covers the remains 
of one of the latest of its ministers, is covered with dirt and rubbish. The 
old bell which once summoned the neighbours to the house of God is lying 
in one of the pews near the falling pulpit. In the deserted chancel you 
look in vain for the Communion-table and the baptismal font, and there is 
too much reason to fear that these also are used for purposes far other than 
~ose to which they were originally consecrated and applied. Some steps 
have recently been taken toward the repair of this large alld venerable 
building, but whether they will be continued and the work consummated 
is still doubtful." 

At the end of twenty years it pains me to say that my faintest 
hopes have been more than disappointed, and my worst fears more 
than realized, since not only every vestige of the house is removed 
and its site enclosed and cultivated with an adjoining field, but I 
cannot learn that there is a single family or even individual in the 
parish still conliected with or attached to the Church. The whole 
population is iDcorporoted with other denominations. Tha.t worthy 
mend and mt'mber of our Church, Mr. Joseph Ball, of the old scat 
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of Ditchley, was near enough to attend Wycomico, and in Romiah 
days would have been regarded and called its patron saint. Some 
years after my last visit to this falling church, he placed in my 
handa a rich service of Communion-plate which belonged to it, 
saying, that as he was the only surviving friend of the old church, 
and utterly despaired of its revival, he wished me to take charge 
of it and let it be used in some other parish. This I did, on the 
condition that if the parish ever revived it should receive back 
again the property of itt ancestry. The vessels are now used in 
the congregation and church at Millwood, in Clarke county, and 
the condition of their loan is recorded in the vestry-book of the 
parish. The following inscription will also show that its date and 
use were far anterior to the establishment of old Frederick parish, 
out of which the parish about Millwood has been carved. 

They are as follows :-on the tankard, "The gift of Bartholomew 
Shriver, who died in 1720, and of Bartholomew his son, who died 
in 1727, for the use of the parish of Great Wycomico, in the county 
of Northumberland, 1728." The inscription on the plate is, "The 
gift of Reynard Delafiae to Quantico Church." We know of no 
Quantico Church but that which stood nea.r Dumfries, in -Prince 
William county, and suppose that this plate must once have belonged 
to it. There is no date to the inscription. The cup, as will be 
seen hereafter, was the gift of Hancock Lee, in 1711. 

I sincerely wish that it were in my power to give &8 good an ac
count of the remnant of the old church itself. The following 
extract from my report to the Convention of 1841 will tell the 
history of the disposal of the' walls of Wycomico Church:-

"Having thus briefly stated my Episcopal duties in the Northern Neck, 
I must beg leave to advert to a circumstance whioh was particularly pre
sented to my consideration while near the site of one of our old churcnes 
in the county of Northumberland, e.nd which hIlS been not a little mis
understood and even misrepresented in the public prints and on the floor 
of ODr Legislature. In the spring of 1840, I received a communicatioo 
from Mr. Joseph Ball, an old and valued member of our Church in North. 
umberland, on the subject of the sale of the church iu his neill:hbourhood. 
It was then just in that condition when, spoliation of the bricks having 
begun, it would become an object of plunder to all around and SOOB dis
aprear. One of the neighbours, therefore; proposed to purchase- it, and my 
consent was asked. I replied that I had no rillht whatever to dispose of 
it. Visiting that part of the State 800n after, Mr. Ball informed me that 
a gentleman living near the church, and professing an attachment to it, 
declared that it distre88ed him to see the church thus treated; that in a 
short tima not a brick would be left; that they would be used for hearths, 
ohimney., and suoh like purposes, all the oountry around; that, if Mr. Ball 
1I'Ould oonsent, be would give five hundred dollars, either to rebuild it 01 
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&0 take it don,-the materials in the latter case being his own; that he 
had eoDBUlted a Jawyer, who told him that the head of the Ohurch could 
dispose of it. As Mr. Ball was an old warden of the parish and the only 
81Il'Yiviog member, the gentleman thonght he might be regarded 88 the 
head; ba1, on being told that the Bishop was 80 regarded, it W88 referred 
&0 myself. In reply to the renewed pro~, I stated again that I had no 
~h* to 1811 it, IUld was unwilling to have any thing to do with it, 88 it 
might be misunderstood and misrepresented. On ita being urged by Mr. 
Ball that a refusal to give such permi88ion would only encourage great 
Bumbers &0 robbery, I at length said that, if he chose to sell it, I would 
receive the proceeds, and place them in the hands of the tl1l8teeB of our 
Theologioal Seminary, to be returned should it ever be called for to build 
I church in its room. I was induced to do this partll by the consideration 
&hat OIIr Convention had many years before passed a reeolution calling 
upon pel'llODS having ohurch-plate in vacant parishes to lend it for safe
keeping to the Bishop of the Diocese, liable to be called for should the 
panahes ever be revived. Suoh property h88 been given into the hands 
of Bishop Moore IUld myaelf, aQd has been lent to other parishes ou that 
condition. I accordingly, in writing, stated my assent to the sale of the 
walls of the church (nothing else remaining) for five hundred dollam, 
giving what right I might be thought to have. I looked urn the trans. 
action 88 an affair between the person proposing it, Mr. Bal, IUld myself, 
• friends to religion and the Ohurch, who were desirous to prevent a 
dishonourable use of the remains of a bwlding not likely to be wanted 
again, IUld as an aot which would be approved by all good and pious per
IODS. After having paid one-half of the money, the purchaser refused the 
remainder, on the plea of ita having been an improper sale. In order to 
prevent all future misundentanding of thitf transaction, I have thought it 
best thus to place it among our records. The two hundrcd and fifty dollars 
whioh were paid were expended, I believe, on the Ohapel attached to 0JJr 

Theological Seminary, and I hold myaelf personally responsible for its 
return whenever lUly competent authority shall claim it." 

1 am sorry to add that to this day the remaining two hundred 
and fifty dollars is unpaid. I trust that the descendants of th, 
purchaser, even to the latest generation, will feel bound to W yeo· 
mico, even as the trustees of the Theological Seminary, for the part 
which has been used. 

NOTIOBS o. ·tBB LBB PA.JlILY IN VIRGINIA.. 

In the county of Northumberland and parish of Great Wycomico, 
and within sight of the Chesapeake Bay, there is an estate and 
mansion called Ditchley,-an English name of note,-which has 
probably from its first settlement, more than one hundred yeal"s 
ago. been the favourite resort of the ministers of the EpiscoPbl 
ChUrch. Its present owner is Mr. Flexmer Ball. His father, ~r. 
Joseph Ball, was one of the truest members of our Church. or his 
ancestry we have just written in our last article. Many and plea
aan, have been the hours which, in company with some of the 
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brethren, I have spent at Ditchley within the last thirty years 
Ditchley is one of the old residences of the Lees. The mansion 
called Cobbs, where Colonel Richard Lee, the first of the family, 
lived for some time, was near to Ditchley, and has only very re
cently been removed to make place for another, although it must 
have been built two hundred years ago or more. The first settler, 
of whom more will hereafter be said, had many sons, of whom the 
seventh, Hancock Lee, built and lived at Ditchley. He was twice 
married,-first to a Miss Kendall, then to a Miss Allerton, by each 
of whom he had children, whose descendants are among us to this 
day. He died in 1729, as his tombstone in the family burying
ground at Ditchley shows to this day. Both of his wives are buried 
at the same place. That he was a patron of the church is shown 
by the fact that he presented a Communion-cup to the parish in 
1711. In honour either of himself or father, or the whole family, 
the parish was then called Lee parish, as may be seen by the in
scription on the cup. It was afterward called Wycomico. After 
the downfall of the parish, Mr. Joseph Ball placed this a.nd other 
pieces into my hands for preservation, in hope that the day might 
come when the old Lee and more modern Wycomico parish might 
call for it again. It is now used in the church at Millwood, Clarke 
oounty, and the source whence it came and the pledge given are 
recorded in the vestry-book of the same, as has already been said. 

The following account of the Lee family is copied from a manu
script in the handwriting of William Lee, dated London, September, 
177-, the last figure not known, but just before the war, as is evi
dent from the document itself. Its author was one of the six sons 
of Thomas Lee, so many of whom were active in the Revolution. 
It is somewhat doubtful whether in the early part of it Mr. Arthur 
Lee and William Lee, in London, were not as etFective as Richard 
Henry Lee and Francis Lightfoot Lee in America. Mr. William 
Lee, author of the following sketch, was sherifF and a.lderman in the 
city of London, and subsequently commercial agent for Congretll 
in Europe and their Commissioner at the Courts of Berlin and 
Vienna. He married a Miss Ludwell and left three children,
William Ludwell, of Greenspring, who is buried in the old church
yard at Jamestown, Portia, who married Mr. William Hodgson, 
and Cornelia, who married Mr. John Hopkins. The high character 
of Mr. Lee stamps a value on the following statement:-

" Richard Lee, of good family in Shropshire, and whose picture, I am 
told, is now at Cotton, near Bridgenorth, the seat of Lancelot Lee, ~., 
Kme time in the reign of C'larles I. wnnt over to the Colony of Vi~nlll 
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as Searetary aDd one of the King's Privy Council, which IR8t part will for 
shortness be called 'of the Council.' He was a man of good stature, 
comely Tiaage, enterpriaing genius, a sound head, vigorous spirit, and 
generous natme. When he got to Virginia, which at that t.ime was not 
much cultivated, he was so pleased with the country that he made large 
settlements there with the servants he carried over. After some years he 
returned to England, and gave all the lands he had taken up and ~ttled 
at his expense to those servants he had fixed on them. sowe of whose de
scendants are now possessed of very considerable estate:; in th·.t Colony. 
After staying some time in England. he returned to Virginia with a fresh 
band of adventurers. 

" During the civil war here. Sir William Berkeley was the Governor of 
Virginia: he and Lee, both being loyalists, kept the Colony to its allegiance, 
80 that after the death of Charles I. Crow well was obliged to send some 
ships-of-war and soldiers to reduce t.he Colony, which not. being able to 
do, a treaty was made with the Commonwealth of England, wherein 
Virginia was styled an independent dominion. This treatY"88 ratified 
here as made with a forei~n power, upon which Sir William llerkelt'y 
(who was of the same famdy as the present Earl of Berkeley) was re
moved, and another Governor appointed in his room. When Charles II. 
was at Breda, Richard Lee came over from. Virginia and went there to 
him to know if he could undertake to protect the Colony if they returned 
CO their allegiance to him; but, finding no support could be obtained, he 
returned to Virginia and remained quiet until the death of Cromwell, 
when he, with the asaistance of Sir William Berkeley, contrived to get 
Charles II. proclaimed t.here King of England, Sootland, Frauee, Ireland, 
and Virginia two years before he was restored here, and Sir William 
Berkeley was reinstated as his Governor, in which station he oontinued 
until some time after the Restoration, when he came over, and died pre
Bently. It was in consequence of this step that the motto of the Virginia 
arms always till after the union was 'En dut Virginia quintam:' but 
since the union it. was changed to 'En dat Virginia fJ,OOrlam;' that is, 
King of Great Britain, France, Ireland, and Virgima. Here, by-the
way, I cannot help remarking the extreme ingratitude of thi'4 l>rince 
Charles II. Oliver Cromwell, to punish Virginia and some of the other 
parte of America for adhering to the royal cause, after he had got him
self quite bed in his supreme authority, both here and there, contrived 
the famous Navigation Act, upon a model he borrow\ld from the Dutch, 
by which the American Colonies were deprived of many of their ancient 
and valuable privileges: upon the Restoration, instead of repealing this 
A~ it was coofirmed by the whole Legislature here; and to add to 
the ingratitude, at two other periods io his reign, taxes were imposed 
on American commodities under the pretext of regulations of trade, from 
which wicked source have ftowed all the bitter waters that are now likely 
to overwhelm America or this country, and mOilt probably will in t.he end 
be the ruin of both. But to return. This Richard Lee hud several ohil
dlen. The two eldest-John and Richard-were educated at Oxford. 
John took his degree as doctor of physic, and returned to Virginia, and 
died before his father Richard. He was 80 clever and learned, that some 
rl men offered to promote him to the highest dignities in the Church, 
if his father would let him stay in England; but this offer was refused, 
beeause the old gentleman was determined to fix all his children io Vir
gioh. So fin was he in this purpost\, that by his will he ordered an 
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es&ate he bad in En,land, (I think near Stratford-by-Bolt in Middleaex,j 
at. that. time worth eight hundred or nine hundred pounds per annum, to 
be 80ld and the money to be divided among hia children. He died and 
was buried in Virginia, leaving a numerous progeny, whose names 1 have 
chiefly forgot. His eldest. 80n then living was Richard, who spent almoat 
his whole life in study, and usual1y wrote his notes in Greek, Hebrew, 
or Latin,-many of which are now in Virginia; 80 that he neither im
proved nor diminished his paternal estate, thongh at that time he might 
with ease have acquired what would at t.his day produce a princely reve
nue. He was of the Council in Virginia, and also 1R other oflicea of honour 
and profit, t.hough they yielded little to him. He married a Corbin or 
Corbyne, 1 think of Staffordshire: from this marriage he had and left 
behind him when he died in VifJlinia-which was 80me time after the 
Revolution [in England under William and Mary J-five 8OD8,-Ricbard, 
Philip, Francis, Thomas, and Henry, and one daughter.'" Richard settled 
in London as a Virginia merchant, in partnership with one Thomas Corbin, 
a brother of his mother: he married an heiress in England of the name 
of Silk, and by her left one 8On, George, and two dau,hters, Letkloe 
and Martha. AU these three children went to VirgiDla and seWed. 
Geo~e married a W ormly t.here, who died leaving one daughter; then he 
marned a Fairt'u-nearly related to Lord Fairt'u, of Yorkshire---ud 
died, leaving by his laat. marriage three 80ns that are now minors and are 
at school in England under the care of Mr. James RU88ul. Lettuce mar
ried a Corbin, and her sister married a Turberville: their eldest. childrea 
intermarried, Crom which union George Lee Turberville, now at school at 
Winton College, is the eldest issue. Philip, the second 8On, went to 
Maryland, where he married and settled. He was of t.he Proprietor" 
Council, and died leaving a very numerous family, that are now branched 
out largely over the whole Province, and are in plentiful ciroumetancea. 
The eldest son, Richard, is now a member of the Proprietor's Council. 
Francis, the third 8On, died a bachelor. Thomas, the fourth 8On, though 
with none but a common Virginia education, yet, having strong natnn! 
parts, long after he was a man he learned the languages without any II
sistance but his own gcnius, and became a tolerable adept in the Greet 

. and Latin. Ho married a Ludwell, of whose genealogy I must give a 
short account, being maternally interested therein. The Ludwells, though 
tbe name is now extinot, are an old and honourable family of Somerset. 
shire, England, the original of them many &eae8 since coming from Ger
many. Philip Ludwell and John Ludwell, being brothers, and BOnB of. 
Miss Cottington, who was heiress of James Cottington, the Dext brother 
and heir to the famous Lord Francis Cottington, of whom a pretty full 
account. may be seen in Lord Clarendon's History of the Rebellion, were 
in court favour after the restoration of Charles II. John WIIS appointed 
Secretary, and was one of the Council in Virginia, where, I believe, h. 
died without issue. Philip, the eldest brother, went to America Governor 
of Carolina, from whence he went to Virginia, and married the widow of 
Sir William Berkeley, by whom he had a daughter, (that married Colonel 
Parke, who was afterward the Governor of the Leeward Islands, in the 

* The daughter married Mr. William Fitlhugh, of Eagle'. Neat, KiDg Georp 
:lOunty,-8on of the Ant William Fitzhugh,-and was the mother of the law Willilllll 
Fitahugh, of Chatham. 
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WesHndies, and died in Antigua, the seat of his government,) and onol 
JOn named Philip . 

• ( After some time old Philip Ludwell returned to England, and died 
here. He was buried in Bow Church, near Stratford: his son Philip 
remained in Virginia, where his father had acquired a considuable estate, 
and married a Harrison, by whom he had two daughters,-Lucl, the 
eldest, married a Colonel Grymea, who was of the Council in Virginla, and 
Hannah, who married the before-mentioned Thomas Lee,-and one son, 
Philip. This Philip was, as his father had been, of the Coullcil of Vir
ginia. Be married a Grymea, by whom he had soyeral children,-most of 
whom died in their infancy; and in the year 1753 his wife died; in 1760 
h. came over to England for his health, and in the year 1767 he died here, 
when the male line of Ludwell became extinct.. He left heiresses three 
daughters,-Hannah Philippa, Frances, and Lucy: the second is since 
dead unmarried. This Thomas Lee by his industry and parts acquired a 
considerable fortune; for, being a younger brother, with many children, 
his paternal estate was very small. He was also appointed of the Council ; 
and, though he had very few acquaintances in England, he was so well 
known by his reputation, that upon his receiving a loss by fire, the late . 
Queen Carolinc sent him over a bountiful present out of her own privy 
PUl'llO. Upon the late Sir William Gooch's being rooalled, who had been 
some time Governor of Vir~inia, he beeame President and Comman4er-in. 
chief in the Colony, in which station he continued for some time, until 
the King thought proper to appoint him GovE-rnor of the Colony; but he 
died before his commission ~t to him. He left by his marriage with 
)Iiss Ludwellsix sons,-Phillp Ludwell, Thomas Ludwell, Richard Heury, 
I?'rancis Lightfoot, William, and Arthur,-and two daughters, all well pro. 
vided for in point of fortunA 

Here ends the manuscript of Mr. William Lee, of London; but 
we are enabled by another document to proceed further, though 
not justified by the bounds prescribed to our notices to pursue it in 
its details. Of the six sons of Thomas Lee, of Stratford, some· 
thing must be said, or we should be jnstly condemned. 

Philip Ludwell, the eldest, succeeded his father at Stratford, in 
Westmoreland. He married a Miss Steptoe, and left two daugh 
ters. Matilda, the eldest, married General Henry Lee, of the Revo· 
lution; and Flora married Mr. Llldwell Lee, of Loudoun. Thomas 
Ludwell settled in Stafford, and married a Miss Aylett. Richard 
Henry was educated in England, and returned in the nineteenth year 0' his age, and married first a Miss Aylett, and next a Mrs. 
Pinkard, who was a Miss Gaskins or Gascoigne. He took an 
active part in the Revolution. His life has been written by 
his grandson, Richard Henry Lee. Francis Lightfoot Lee also 
participated largely in the events of the Revolution, and was 
regarded as one of the ablest orators and statesmen of that period. 
Be married a Miss Rebecca Tayloe, daughter of Colonel John Tay. 
loe, of Richmond connty. Of the fifth son, William, the sheriff and 
alderman of London, we have already given some account. Arthur, 
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the sixth and youngest, as a scholar, a writer, a philosopher, a poli
tician and diplomatist, was surpassed by none and equalled by few 

. of his contemporaries. He studied physic in Edinbnrgh, where he 
took his degrees; but, disliking the profession, he studied law, and 
distinguished himself as a lawyer in England. The services ren
dered by him to his country as her minister at foreign courts were 
most valuable. 

In the English document immediately preceding, nothing is sail 
of one branch of the family,-viz.: Henry Lee, one of the bro
thers of Thomas Lee, of Stratford, and grandson of the first Lee. 
He married a Bland, and had sflveral children. His son Richard 
was Squire Lee, of Lee Hall. His only daughter married a Fitz
hugh. Henry, the third SOD; married a Miss Grymes, and left five 
sons and three daughters,-viz.: Henry, who was Colonel in the 
Revolution, Charles, Richard Bland, Theodoric, and Edmund; also, 
Mary, Lucy, and Anne. A numerous posterity has descended from 
these, among whom are some bright ornaments of the Chnrch, the 
"tate, and the army. Mention is made in our English document 
af one of the family at an early period moving to Maryland and 
having numerous and influential descendants in that Province. I 
have reason to believe, from recent examinations into the records 
of different conrts in the Northern Neck, that some of that branch 
returned to Virginia, and were for a long series of years clerks in 
the county of Essex. The following extract from a communication 
sent me by a. competent person establishes the fact. "John Lee, 
clerk of Essex county, who succeeded Captain William Beverley, 
came from Maryland. His nephew, John Lee, who was a member 
of the House of Burgesses, succeeded him. At his death. his son 
Hancock Lee succeeded to the office. At the death of Hancock 
Lee, his son John Lee succeeded to it." Thus fonr of the name 
held the office of clerk in E88ex in succe88ion. 

The family of Lees, in all its branches, so far as I know and 
believe, have always been Episcopal. I know of scarce an excep
tion. I have been intimately acquainted with some most excellent 
.pecimens of true piety among them,-too many to be specified and 
dwelt upon. If tradition and history and published documents are 
to be relied on, the patriotic, laborious, self-sacrificing, and eloquent 
Richard Henry Lee, of the Revolution, must have deeply sympa
thized with Washington, and Peyton Randolph, and Pendleton, and 
Nicholas, and Henry, in their religious character and sentiments. 

In looking over the two volumes containing the life and corre
spondence of Richard Henry Lee. of Cbantilly, in Westmoreland, 
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she reader cannot fail to ask himself the question, " Was there • 
man in the Union who did more in his own county and State and 
country, by action at home and correspondence abroad, to prepare 
the people of the United States for opposition to English usurpa
tion, and the assertion of American independence 1 Was there a 
man in America who toiled and endured more than he, both in bod,. 
and mind, in the American cause 1 Was there a man in the Legisla
ture of Virginia, and in the Congress of the Union, who had the pen 
of a ready writer so continually in his hand, and to which so many 
public papers m.ay be justly ascribed, and by whom so much hard 
work in committee-rooms was performed 1" To him most justly was 
assigned the honourable but perilous duty of first moving in our 
American Congress "that these United Colonies are, and of right 
ought to be, free and independent States." Nor is it at a.ll won
derful that one who was conversant with the plans and intentions 
of the English ministry should have d~cla.red that, in the event 
of the reduction of the Colonies, the delivery of General Wash. 
ington and Richard Henry Lee would be demanded, in order to 
their execution as rebels. Although the great principles of morality 
and religion rest on infinitely higher ground than the opinion of 
the greatest and best of men, yet it iti most gratifying to find them 
,ustained in the writings and actions of such a man as Richard 
Henry Lee. Mr. Lee advocated private education as being better 
calculated for impressing the minds of the young "with a love of 
religion and virtue." His biographer says that he had early studied 
the evidences of the Christian religion, and had through life 
avowed his belief in its divine origin. He was a member of the 
Episcopal Church in full communion, and took a deep interest in 
its welfare. He proved the sincerity of what has been quoted from 
him, in favour of private education, by having a minister or can
didate for the ministry in his family as private tutor. Mr. Bal
maine was sent over to him by his brother Arthur, from London, 
as both a staunch friend of America and a pious man. I have 
often heard Mr. Balmaine speak in the highest terms of Mr. L~ 
as a Christian and a patriotic statesman. His attacnment to the 
Church of his fathers was evinced by the interest he took in seek
ing to obtain consecration for our Bishops, immediately after the 
war, and when he was President of Congress. Twice were thanks 
returned to him by our General Convention for his services. Mr. 
Lee was a decided· advocate of the appointment of public acts of 
supplication and thanksgiving to Almighty God in times of adver
sity and prosperity. When all was dark and lowering in our 

Digitized by Google 



142 OLD CHURCHES, MINISTERS, A.ND 

political horillon, and when it was proposed that, as one means of 
propitiating the favour of God, it should be recommended to the 
different States to take the most effectual means for the encou
raging of religion and good morals, and for suppressing "theatrical 
entertainments, horse-racing, gaming, and such other diversions as 
are productive of idleneBB, dissipation, and a general depravity of 
ma.nners," while some voted against the measure, Mr. Lee was 
found in company with the Clost pious men of the land in favour 
of it, and it was carried by a large majority. Again, when by the 
capture of Burgoyne's army the hearts of Americans were cheered, 
we find Mr. Lee one of a committee drafting a preamble and reso
lution, which is believed to be from his own pen, in the following pioua 
strain :-" Forasmuch as it is the indispensable duty of all men to 

adore the superintending providence of Almighty God, to acknow
ledge with gratitude their obligation to him for benefits received, and 
to implore such further bleBBings as they stand in need of; and it 
having pleased him, in his abundant mercy, not only to continue to 
us the innumerable bounties of his common providence, but also to 

smile upon us in the prosecution of a just and necessary war for 
the independence and establishment of our unalienable rights and 
liberties; particularly in that he bath been pleased in so great a 
measure to prosper the means used for the support of our arms, 
and crowq them with the most signal success: it is therefore re
commended to the Legislature and executive powers of these States, 
to set apart Thursday, the eighteenth of December next, for solemn 
thanksgiving and praise; that with one heart and one voice the 
people may express the feelings of their hearts, and consecrate 
themselves to the service of their Divine Benefactor; and, togetber 
witb their sincere acknowledgments and offerings, they may join 
the penitent confession of tbeir manifold sins, wbereby they have 
forfeited every favour, and their earnest and bumble supplication 
that it may please God, through the merits of Jesus Christ, merci
fully to forgive and blot them out of remembrance; that it may 
please God," &c. 

Mr. Lee, though entirely opposed to any Cburch establishment. 
was, together with Henry, aI!. advocate for a proposition to make 
every man contribute to the support of the Christian religion, &8 

the only sure basis of private and public morality. In too., how
ever, they failed. When the question a.bout paying debts in depre
'Jiated currency came on, Mr. Lee evinced his high and hon(\urable 
Bense of morality in the earnest and eloquent opposition Jl'ad" to 
it. He declared that notbing so deeply distreBBed him as a pro
position which he regarded &8 a violation cf honesty and Ilooil raitb 

Digitized by Google 



FAMILIBS OF VIRGINIA. 

among men, and aaid that it "would have been better to have re
mained the honest slaves of Britain, than dishonest freemen."* 

Of the descendants of 80 great and good a man, I cannot refrain 
from adding something. His oldest son was Thomas Lee, whose 
daughter Eleanor married Girard Alexander. His second son was 
Mr. Ludwell Lee, of Loudoun county, who was a worthy member 
)f our Church, and left children and grandchildren who have fol
lowed his example. His daughter Mary married Colonel William 
Augustin Washington, but died childless. His daughter 'Hannah 
married Mr. Corbin Washington, many of whose descendants have 
been or are zealous members of the Church. His daughter Harriet 
married mce,-first Mr. George Turberville, and then the Rev. Mr. 
Maftit, of the Presbyterian Church. Many of their descendants, 
whether of the Episcopal or Presbyterian Church, a.re characterized 
by exemplary piety. Sally married Edmund I. Lee, of Alexandria, 
and has left a numerous posterity of children and grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, who belong to and love the Church of 
dleir ancestors. The Rev. Willia.m F. Lee was one of her sons. 

Anne, the other daughter of R. H. Lee, married Charles Lee. 
ner daughter Ann married General Walter Jones, and was the 
mother of a numerous family of children, who love the religion and 
Ohurch of their ancestol'iil. Her daughter Catherine is one of our 
missionaries in China. 

NORTHUMBBRLAND ROU8B. 

On the Potomac, and within sight of the bay, are the remains 
of an old graveyard, belonging to what has always gone by the 
name of the" Northumberland House." The place was originally 
settled and a house built on it by a Mr. Presley, one of the earliest 
aettIers, who was murdered in it by his own servants. It was 
afterward owned by Mr. Presley Thornton, who lies buried there. 
The following extract from the letter of a friend is worthy of in
le1'tion:-

"I have also, aocording to promise, visited the graveyard of old North. 
umberland House, and found the remains of but one tombstone. This, 
although erected of the heaviest materials, has been 80 muoh mutilated 
by lightning and the waste of time, that nothing more can be deciphered 
than that it was erected to the memory of Presley Thornton, who W88 

elected in early life to the House of Burgesses from the county of North
umberland, which office he held until 1760, when he W88 appointed one 
of the Council of State for this Colony; and that he filled both offices 
with great oredit to himself and to the publio emolument. He departed 

* I ha"e uoertalaecl, beJOJUla doubt, that. he 1fU buried at Chant.ill7, in the 
YVd en' nordell. 
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-../this life on the 8th of December, 1769, in the forty-eighth year of his 
age, having enjoyed all the chief honours of his conntry." 

To this I add that, in the absence of the vestry-books and court
records, I find that at an early period the Lees, Presle18, Poy
thresses, Kennen, Thorntons, Newtons, &c. were the leading per
SODS in Northumberland. 

The assertion by Mr. Lee that Oharles II. was procl.wmed King 
in Virginia before he was received as such in England is a matter 
of dispute among historians. Beverley, our earliest, who published 
his work in 1705,-about forty-five years after the event is said to 
have occurred,-aftirms it as a fact. Robertson, the historian, and 
Ohalmers, another writer of that day, repeat the same. Burke, 
who published in 1805, agrees with the foregoing so far as to think 
that something of the kind took place, though not in a regular W&y. 

Dr. Hawks agrees with Beverley and his followers. Mr. Henning, 
in his Statutes at Large, compiled by order of the Virginia Assem
bly, and commenced in 1809, is of opinion that there is no founda
tion for any such supposition, and appeals to the entire absence of 
all notice of such proceeding in the documents of that period. 
Mr. Bancroft and Mr. Oharles Oampbell adopt the opinion of Mr. 
Henning. Of course, if it was an irregular, partial, or tumultu01l8 
act of individuals, as Mr. Burke supposes, we could not expect to 
see it among the recorded Acts of Assembly, &8 we do see the later 
and more formal acknowledgment of Oharles II. It is not, how
ever, a matter of sufficient importance to produce a Trojan war. 
It is scarcely probable that Mr. Lee is mistaken in the tradition 
that his ancestor was a zealous loyalist, and did, on his return to 
England, visit Oharles at Breda and hold communion with him on 
the subject of his acknowledgment by Virginia, then having 80 
many staunch Oavaliers in it, whatever uncertainty may rest upon 
the subsequent proceedings. 

Since the foregoing article was written, I have received 80me 
further information concerning the first of the Lee family and his 
children, which is worthy of insertion. The will of the first Richard 
Lee, dated 1663, may be seen in Mr.Oharles Oampbell's ffi8tory 
of Virginia, p.157. From it I extract the following:-"I, Oolonel 
Richard Lee, of Virginia, and lately of Stratford-Langton, in the 
county of Essex, Esquire, being bound out upon a voyage to Vir
ginia aforesaid, and not knowing how it may please God to dispose 
of me in so long a voyage," &c. "First, I give and bequeath my soul 
to that good and gracious God that gave it me, and to my bleBBed 
Redeemer Jesus Ohrist. assuredly trusting in and by his meritorious 
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death and passion to receive salvation, and my body to be disposed 
of, whether by sea or land, according to the opportunity of the 
place, not doubting but at the last day both body and soul shall be 
united and glorified." Here again we see the faith and the divinity 
of that day. He then directs that his wife and children, who it 
seems had not yet been to Virginia, should be sent there, except 
Francis, to whose option it was left. To his wife Anna he left 
Stratford-on-the-Potowmacke (to which he had removed from Cobbs) 
and Mock Necke, together with servants black and white, and other 
property during her life. To his son John he leaves his plantation 
called Matholic, with servants, &c. This is now the Mount Pleasant 
farm owned by Mr. Willowby Newton. To his son Richard he 
leaves his plantation called Paradise, and the servants there. To 
his son Francis he leaves his plantations called Paper-Maker's 
Neck and War Captain's Neck, with servants black and white. To 
his five younger children, William, Hancock, Betsy, Anne, and 
Charles, he leaves a plantation, including Bishop's Neck on the 
Potomac, four thousand acres on the Potomac, together with Strat
ford and Mock Neck at the death of their mother. To William he 
leaves his lands on the Maryland side; to Francis an interest in 
his two ships. He also leaves a fund for the better education in 
England of his two oldest sons, John and Richard. 

Since writing the account of the marriages of Richard Henry, 
18 given by his brother William Lee, I have received two commu
nications, stating that one of his wives was a Miss Gaskins, so that, 
unless he was married three times, there must have been a mistake-
88 to the name of one of those before mentioned. 

TBB CORBIN li'AMILY. 

The following account of the Corbin family may very properly 
be added to that of the Lees, on account of their early connection 
by marriage. 

The vestry-books of Middlesex and King and Queen counties 
doubtless speak of some of the same persons mentioned in this 
genealogy. 

Henry Corbin settled in the parish of Stratton Major, King and 
Queen, about the year 1650. One Nicholas Jernew obtained & 

patent for Peekatone, in the county of Westmoreland, dated 18th 
October, 1650. which he transferred to Henry Corbin, who had 
another patent issued in his own name, dated 26th of March, 1664. 
Henry Corbin had three children, of whom mention is made in the 
tId papers in my possession. Thomas Corbin, one of his sons, 
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must have died without male issue, as his brother Gawin Corbin, 
by his will, devises to his son Gawin Corbin "the land of my 
brother, the late Mr. Thomas Corbin." His eldest daughter, 
Letitia, married Richard Lee, second son of Colonel Richard Lee. 
Gawin Corbin, the other son of Henry Corbin, and once President 
of the Council, married a daughter of William Bassett, and left 
Beven children,-three sons and four daughters. Jenny, one of his 
daughters, married a Mr. Bushrod; Joanna married Major Robert 
Tucker; Alice married Benjamin Needler, and the other a Mr. 
Allerton. His sons were-1st, Richard Corbin of Laneville, who 
married Miss Betty Tayloe, daughter of Colonel John Tayloe, 
(Carter Braxton married their oldest daughter;) 2d, John Corbin, 
of whose history I am ignorant, (the lands devised to him were 
ohieOy in Maryland;) 3d, Gawin Corbin, onoe a member of the 
Council, and who married Hannah Lee, sister of Richard Henry 
Lee. Gawin Corbin, third grandson of Henry Corbin, left an 
only daughter, Martha, who married George Turbenille. George 
Turberville left two sonB,-viz.: Gawin Corbin Turberville, and 
Richard Lee Turberville. Gawin Corbin Turberville married a 
daughter of Colonel John Dangerfield, and left an only daughter, 
Mary, who married William F. Taliafero. 

A friend has sent me the following record, which shows at how 
early a period that kind of dissipation which proved so destructive 
to Virginia made its appearance in the Northern Neck. "John 
Lee, Henry Corbin, Thomas Gerrard, and Isaac Allerton, en
tered into a compact, dated 80th of March, 1670, (recorded 27th 
March, 1774,) to build a banqueting-house at or near the ooroer 
of their respective Janda." 
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ARTICLE LX. 

Gop" Pari,,,,, Wutmoreland Gov,nty. 

WBSTIIORBLAND count(Y was cut off from Northumberland county 
m 1658, and extended along the Potomac as high as the Falls above 
Georgetown. In the years 1661-62 the two counties were tempo
rarily reunited, because, by the removal of some leading persoDB, 
there was not a suitable number of civil and military gentlemen to 
constitute a proper commission in either of them alone. After some 
time Stafford was taken from Westmoreland, leaving it a small, 
narrow coUnty lying on the Potomac, and only extending half-way 
across the neck toward the Rappahannock River. First Lancaster, 
then Rappahannock, and then Richmond counties, divided what 
is now Westmoreland. In time, all the land lying between the 
rivers was given to Westmoreland, and Cople parish occupied the 
lower part of the county and Washington the upper. We will begin 
with Cople parish. 

The first minister we have on any of our lists is the Rev. Charles 
Rose, brother to the Rev. Robert Rose, of Essex. He appears on 
the earliest list we have,-that of 1754,-but from the diary of his 
brother we know that he was its minister some years before this. 
Be was also minister in 1758. In the year 1778, the Rev. Thomas 
Smith was its minister, 1108 he was in 1776. Either before or after 
him, we are informed that the Rev. Augustine Smith was its 
minister. We presume that they were relatives of the many re
Bpectable persons of that name in this and other counties around, 
but we have received no particular account of them. In the year 
1799, the Rev. James Elliott was minister. Of him we hear nothing 
good from this or any other parish which he served. We hear of 
no other minister in Cople parish until the Rev . Washington Nelson 
took oharge of it in connection with the parishes in Richmond 
county. He was succeeded in 1842 by the Rev. Mr. Ward. The 
Bev. Mr. Rumney succeeded him in 1849, and w"s suoceeded by 
the Rev. Edward McGuire in 1850. He was followed by the Rev. 
William McGuire in 1852. The present minister, the Rev. Mr. 
Duhiel, took charge of it in 1854. 

There were two churches in this parish,--one at Yeooomico River 
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or Creek,. from which it takes its name, Yeocomico; and another 
abl)ut ten miles oft', on Nominy Ri'{er or Creek, from which it also 
took the name of Nominy. The latter was destroyed by fire soon 
after our last war with England, but a new brick one has taken its 
place within the last few years. The plate belonging to this church 
was carried oft' by Admiral Cockburn and his party, when they were 
9n a pillaging-expedition on the Potomac and its tributaries. The 
plate was kept on a plantation upon the banks of Nominy River, just 
opposite the church. The farm itself was called Nominy, and was 
then, and still is, owned by the Griffith family, relatives of the Bishop
elect of that name. The house was plundered and then burned. 
The other-Yeocomico Church-is still in good repair, but among 
the rudest and roughest of all the old brick churches. It was built 
in 1706. For the first time a new roof has, within a few years, 
been put upon it, and some interna.l changes been ~ade in it. 
Although I think it might have been better done and made more 
complete, yet it would be difficult, and perhaps not desirable, to 
give a more modern aspect to it. The following extract from iny 
report in 1838 may not be without interest to the reader:-

"On Monday I went, in company with Mr. Nelson, to Yeocomico 
Church, in Westmoreland, where 1 preached, and administered the rite of 
Confirmation to three persons. 

" Yeocomico Church, so called after the river of that name, is one of 
the old churches, being built in the year 1706. The architecture is rough, 
but very strong, and the materials must have boon of the best kind. Its 
figure is that of a cross, and, situated as it is, in a little recess from the 
main road, in the midst of some aged trees, and surrounded by an old brick 
wall which is fast mouldering away, it cannot fail to be an object of interest 
to one whose soul has any sympathy for such scenes. It has undergone 
but little repair since its first erection, and indeed has needed little. It is 
not known or believed that a sin~le new shingle has ever been put upon 
the roof, and the pews and whole mterior are the same. During the late 
war it was shamefully abused by the soldiers who were quartered in it 
while watching the movements of the British on the Potomac. The Com
munion-table was removed into the yard, where it served 88 a butcher's 
block, and 11'88 entirely defaced. Being of substantial materials, however, 
it admitted of a new face and polish, and is now restored to its former 
place, where it will answer, we trust, for a long time to come, the holy 
purposes for which it was originally designed. Nor was the baptismal font 
exempt from profanation. It was taken some miles from the church, and 
used as a vessel in wbich to prepare the excitements to ungodly mirth. 
This, however was not long permitted, for in the absence of every member 
of our own communion, none being left to do it, a venerable old man of 
the Presbyterian connection,* mortified at the dishonour done to religion, 

• The name of this worthy old milD is Murphy. He haa DOW gODG to hie NIL 
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took paina to regain it and restore it to its former place. It is a large and 
beautiful marble font, and by its side I took my station while I heard the 
renewal of baptismal vows from the lips of those who were confirmed. 
The canvas on which the Ten Commandments, the Lord's Prayer, and the 
Creed were impressed was so tom by the soldiers that they could no 
longer be permitted to retain their place, and are now lying in fragments 
in one of the distant and unoccupied pews. 

" It deserves to be mentioned that whatever repairs have been put upon 
this house were at the expense of the good man mentioned above, and a 
worthy gentleman of New York, a member of our communion, and whose 
matrimonial connection in the family often brought him to that part of 
Virginia. A large and excellent stove, which completely warmed the 
whole ohurch, was a present from the latter, and on the desk and pulpit 
the Bible and Prayer-Book bear the name of J. Rogers, of New York." 

It deserves to be stated that I have in my possession a con
tract with the vestry for the repairs of this church in 1778, at a 
cost of one hundred pounds, or five hundred dollars. In the agree
ment, various repairs within and without the house and in the walls 
around the yard are specified, but nothing is said about a new roof, 
which goes to establish the tradition that the present roof is the 
original one put upon the house in 1706. 

THB M·GUIRB FAMILY, BY THB PRESENT MINISTBR OF COPLE PARISH. 

For twenty years or more, prior to the pastorate of the Rev. Wash
ington Nelson, this parish was without clerical services. In all that 
time there was nothing except the visitations of the Bishop to re
mind the people here that there was an Episcopal Church. And 
depressing as was such a state of things, and calculated as it was 
to break us down entirely, we were just as likely to have the same 
end brought about by the life and character of the man who had 
last been rector. I do not know whether this man resigned the 
parish, or -died whilst in charge: be that as it may, his course was 
well calculated to disgust people and drive them from our services. 
Looking at the consequences which must naturally flow from such 
a connection, and from the long period in which there was entire 
absence of Episcopal ministrations, we cannot otherwise than won
.ler, whilst we thank God, as we now see our Church upon the 
same spot enjoying every promise of prosperity. Whilst, during 
the period referred to, there was nothing done by us, other Chris
tian bodies were active; and, under all the influences which operated 
against us, it is not surprising that all or nearly all who had any 
affection for our Church should have lost their feelings of attach
ment and have sought comfort elsewhere. In truth, when Mr. 
Nelson came here the Episcopal Church had nearly died out. The 

Digitized by Google 



150 OLD CHURCHBS, JlINISTBBS, AND 

only communIcants he found were three old ladies in the humblest 
walks of life. An account of these pious and excellent people was 
published by Mr. Nelson, but I believe it must be out of print. 
Even, however, if there should be any copies of it in existence, 
their history is so remarkable that it will very well bear the mention 
here made. The name of these sisters was McGuire,-Miss Emily, 
Miss Mary, and a widow, Mrs. Davis. Two of them are still alive 
and still continue warmly attached to our Church, and are exerting 
a considerable iniluence in its favour among their acquaintances. 
The eldest of them-Miss Emily-died in August, 1855. I tried to 
obtain for myself a satisfactory account of how they became Epis
copalia.ns, and how they retained their love for the Church when 
everyone else in the surrounding country deserted it. They said, 
in substance, that they had been educated by their mother, who waa 
an Episcopalian, and brought up to love all our services. They 
were baptized by our ministry, and attended its preaching whenever 
they could. When their mother died she left them 0. large Prayer
Book, with the request that they would abide by its teachings; 
and, from aft"ection for her as well as for the Church, they obeyed 
her word. They told how the Church had flourished in days gone 
by,-how it had been ridiculed when its clergy behaved badly,
and how the members had been shamed away from it, and how 
themselves still clung to it. I asked them how they got along 
during the many years there was no minister. "Why, sir," said 
Mi88 Emily, "whenever there was preaching at Westmoreland or 
Richmond Court-House, we would walk to it,-once in a while we 
would have this chance,-and when there was no preaching I would 
read the Lessons on Sunday to my sister and we would go through 
the morning service, and if any ueighbours came in maybe I 'Would 
read a sermon." Westmoreland Court-House is four miles from 
their residence and Richmond Court-House about twelve miles; 
a.nd I have it certified by others that the statement of Miss Emily 
is true,-they have been known to walk to and from these places 
to attend our Church services in the coldest and hottest weather. 
I asked them if iu that time they never attended the services of 
other denominations. "Well, sir," they said, "we did sometimes; 
they would be holding church all around us, and sometimes we 
would go; but it wasn't like home to us. We know they're good, 
but still we felt happier worshipping here in our own way." 

The piety of these worthy people is even more remarkable than 
their attachment to their Church. They are very poor, but their 
uniform contentment and happiness is rarely to be met with. Upon 
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one occasion whilst Miss Emily was alive, her sister Mary remarked 
that now in their old age they sometimes got right cold while walk
ing to church in the winter. "But what of that, sister?" say. 
Miss Emily; "why should we care for that ?" " And I dou't care 
for it," W&8 the reply. 

We have mentioned that Miss Emily died in August, 1855. She 
W88 very aged, and for some weeks previous to her decease was 
imbecile. It pleased God, howel'er, not to let her depart in this 
state. The day before she died her reason returned, and she talked 
IOlemnly and improssively to those around her. She remained thus 
conscious almost up to the very moment of her death. Mi88 Mary 
and Mrs. Davis still attend their church and see the parish which 
once could number only themselves as its friends, now containing 
more than twenty families, about thirty communicants now living, 
and many evidences that it is still to fiourish. May God help us 
to remember and cherish the poor! 

To this it well deserves to be added, that during the entire inter
mission of services in this parish, these sisters were in the habit 
of going once in a year in a sail-boat to Alexandria in order to 
receive the Communion. 

THE NEWTON J!'AMILY. 

From a document of Mr. Willowby Newton, father of the present 
Willowby, and grandson of a Willowby Newton, I learn that at an 
early period four brothers emigrated to Virginia,-one of whom 
settled in Norfolk, another in Alexandria, one in Westmoreland, 
and one in Staft"ord; so that it is probable that all of the name in 
Virginia, and many out of it, are from the same stock. Richard 
Lee, of Lee Hall, in Westmoreland, not far from the ruins of the 
old burnt house, which was an ancient Lee establishment, married 
a Miss Poythre88, of Prince George, who was a granddaughter of 
Richard Bland. After the death of Mr. Lee-eommonly called 
Squire Lee-she married Mr. Willowby Newton, both of whom 
were vestrymen, as was John Newton, father of this Willowby, 
and son of the first Willowby. The name of Willowby was an 
ancient one about Norfolk, and intermarried with the Newtons. 

At Bushfield, in this county, there is an inscription which gives 
as the origin of the name Bushrod, which is incorporated in many 
other names of Virginia:-

"Here lies the body of John Bushrod, Gentleman, son of Riohard 
Bushrod, Gentleman, by Apphia his wife. He was born in GlouOMtet 
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county, Virginia, the 30th of January, 1668. He took for his wife Han 
nah, the daughter of William Keene, of Northumberland, and Elizabttth 
his wife, and by her left two SODS and four daughters, and died the 6th of 
I'ebruary, 1719, in the 56th year of his age." 

At Wilmington, the family seat of the Newtona, we ha.ve also the 
following inscription:-

"Beneath this stone are deposited the remaiDS of Mrs. Sarah NewtOD, 
daughter of George Eskridge, and late wife of Captain Willowby Newton, 
of Westmoreland county, who, after having jnatly established the cha
racter of a dutiful child, a faithfal friend, an aft"ectionate mother, and 
mncere Christian, departed this life on the 2d of December, 1753, in the 
46th year of her age." 

In the BalDe graveyard is the tomb of Mrs. Elizabeth Oldham, 
wife of Colonel Samuel Oldham, who died in 1759, in her 72d year. 

'rOKBSTONBS IN OOPLB PARISH. 

From a tombstone in the Burnt-House fields, at Mount Pleasant, 
Westmoreland county, where are yet to be seen the foundations 
of large buildings, are the following :-

"Hie conditur co'l'us Richardi Lee, Armigeri, uti in Virginia, filii 
Richardi Lee, generoBl, et antiqua familia, in Merton-Regis, in oomitata. 
Salopienai, oriundi. 

"In magiatratum obeundo boni publici studiosissimi, in literia Greoia 
et Latinia et aliia humanioria literatul'lB disoiplinia veraatiaaimi. 

"Deo, !luem, aumma obae"antia eemper ooluit, animam tranquillus 
reddidit m. mo. die Martii, anno MDCCXIV. mtat. LXVIII." 

"Hie, juxta, aitum eat corpus Lmtitim ejusdem uxoris fide, fi.lim Heuriei 
Corbyn, generoei, liberorum matris amantiaaimm, 'pietate erg. Deum, 
charitate erga egenos, benignitate erga omnee inaignl8. Obiit Octob. die 
n. HooCVI. mtatis XLIX." . 

The first is thus translated:-

"Here lieth the body of Richard Lee, Esq., bom in Virginia, IOn of 
Richard Lee, Gentleman, deaoended of an ancient family of Merton-Regia, 
in ShIopahire. 

"While he exeroiaed the office of a magistrate he wu a zealous pro
moter of the public good. He was very akilfal in the Greek and La&iD. 
languages and other parts of polite leaming. He quietly resigned his 
1001 to God, whom he alwaya devoutly worshipped, on the 12th day of 
March, in the year 1714, in the 68th year of his age." 

The second is thus translated:-

"Near by is interred the body of Lettuce, his faithfal wife, daU{Ehter 
of Henry Corbyn, Gentleman. A most aft"ectionate mother, ahe WM &lao 
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~ished by piety toward God, charity to the poor, and kindness to all 
She died on the 6th day of October, 1706, in the 49th year of her age." 

VESTRYMEN 01' COPLE PARISH. 

Although no vestry-book of this parish has come down to us 
from which we might give a connected list of the vestrymen, yet 
we are glad to present to our readers the result of two elections 
which were held in this parish,-the one in 1755, and the other in 
1785. Those chosen in 1755 were John Bushrod, Daniel Tibbs, 
Richard Lee, Benedict Middleton, Willowby Newton, Robert Mid
dleton, George Lee, John Newton, Samuel Oldha.m, Robert Carter, 
Fleet Cox, James Steptoe. Those chosen in 1785--thirty years 
after-were Vincent Marmaduke, Jeremiah G. Bailey, John A. 
Washington, Samuel Rust, John Crabb, Richard Lee, George Gar
ner, George Turberville, Patrick Sanford, John Rochester, Samuel 
Templeman. 

CONTEST ABOUT YEOCOMICO CHUROH. 

During the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Ward in Cople parish, a 
difticwty arose as to this church, and the question was carried 
before the Legislature. The following letter from Judge McComas 
shows his opinion on the subject. The action of the Legislature 
was in favour of the claim of the Episcopal Church:-

··KIOJIJIOllD, January 20, ]844. 
"To Tim bv. WM. N. WARD. 

"DBAR SIB:-You will remember that 1 objected sitting as a member 
of the Committee for Courts of Justice, whilst it was acting upon the 
petition in relation to Yeocomico Church, because I was a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and understanding that it was the subject 
of dispute between that Church and the Episcopal Church; but at your 
instance I did sit, but, being chairman of the committee, its action made 
it unnecessary for me to vote. I take this mode, however, of saying that 
I perfectly ag-:eed with the committee, and even desired to go further 
than the committee in this. I wished to pass a law giving to the Epis
copal Church all churches that it is now in ~on of, to which it had a 
right before the Revolutionary War. I think the construction given by 
the committee to the Act of 1802, or at least my construction of it, is, that 
the General Assembly claimed for the Commonwealth the right to all the 
real property held by that Church, but that Act expressly forbids the sale 
of tile churches, &c. It is true, the proviso to that Act does not confer 
upon the churches the ri~ht of property in the honsee, &c. But it in
tended to leave the posse88lon and occupancy as it then existed; and, that 
poeeession and occupancy being in the Episcopal Church, it had a right to 
retain it uutil the Legislature should otherwise direct. I believe that the 
Committee was of the opinion that the Episcopal Church had a right to 
the use and occupancy of tbe church now in question: it certainly is my 
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opinion. I hnpe my Methodist brethren will see the justne&a of the de
terminatioD of the Committee, and with cheerfulness aoqui8lce in ita 
deemon. 

" YOllllJ very respectfully, 
" DAVID McCoMAS." 

The following letter from Mr. W. L. Rogers, of Princeton, New 
Jersey, will form an interesting supplement to what has been said 
about Old Yeocomico:-

"To THE RIGHT REv. HISHOP MEADE. 

"HONOURBD SUl:-The Rev. Wm. Hanson, rector of Trinity Church 
in this place, a few days since handed me a number of the' Southem 
Churchman' from Alexandria, dated the 27th of February, 1857. In it 
is an historical sketch, from your pen, of Cople pariah, WestmoreJand 
county, Virginia,. and particularly of Yeocomico Church,-a spot ever 
near and dear to my momory. From a long and intimate acqusintance 
with its locality and history, I beg leave very respectfully to present the 
follolting facts. It was built in the year 1706, as an unmistakable record 
will ehow,-it being engraved in the solid wall over the front-door. It 
was called by that name after the adjacent river.-the Indian name being 
preserved. The Rev. Mr. Elliot was the last settled minister up to the 
year 1800, when he removed to Kentucky. From that time it was wholly 
unused and neglected as a place of worship until the Methodists occasion
ally met under the shadow of its ruin about the year 1814, and continued 
80 to do, keeping alive the spark of vital piety, until the Uev. Mr. Nelson 
in 1884 took Bbarge of it as a settled minister. During his ministration 
it was jointly used by the Episcopalians and Methodists in Christian har 
mony and good-will. He being succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Ward in 1842, 
the question of ocoupancy and right of possession was unhappily agitated, 
which led to a decmon of the Legislature giving to the wardens and vcatry 
of the Episcopal Church the exclusive right to its use and control. Thus 
it will be seen, for thirty-four years thel .. had been no settled minister of 
our communion, or its sublime and beautiful service performed, except 
two or three times by occasional visits. 

"The Mr. Murphy you allude to was a Scotch gentleman from Ayrshire, 
living at Ayrfield, half a mile distant from Old Yeooomico, whOle estate, 
coueisting of some thousands of acres, surrounded the church and burial
ground on all sides. He was a gentleman of intellectual culture, an 
honoured magistrate, and a Presbyterian of the' Covenant' ~hool; whose 
residence was the seat of hospitality and the home of the clergy, with a 
welcome to all 'who proclaimed the glad tidings, that published salvation, 
illat saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth.' The Mr. Rogers you kindly 
allude to is the unworthy writer of these lines and the following narrative. 
I am a citizen of New Jersey by birth and education, (not of New York, 
88 you incidentally state.) In the spring of 1818, I joined the 36th 
Regiment of United States Infantry (Colonel Carberry) at Washington. 
In the fall of that year, I was detached by order of General Bloomfield to 
Sandy Point, Westmoreland county, Virginia, on the Potomac, with a 
company of men to watch the movements of the British ft.eet. In the 
spring of 1814, our quarters beooming uncomfortable, we sought out an 
IIneampment in what 18 called there the Forest or high ground. Among 
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other places recommended to us by the late General Alexander Parker. 
we vistted the ruins of Yeocomico Church. As soon as I saw it, I ex· 
olaimed, 'There is Kirk-Alloway,' (alluding of conrse to Burns's 'Tam 
O'Shanter.') Had it stood for the original picture as drawn by the 
humorous poet, it could not have more forcibly impressed me with awe 
and deep-abiding interest. Its form,-that of a cross,-its solitude, were 
strikingly impressive, for it stood in a dell where its silence was only dis
turbed by the passing breeze whispering through the pines and cedars and 
undergrowth which choked up the entrance. It was overshadowed also 
by ancient oaks stretching their gigantic arms, as it were, to guard the 
6&Clred relic fiom mouldering time and the desolating elements. Its doors 
were open, its windoWIJ broken, tbe roof partly Clecayed and fallen in, and, 
lo complete its apparent hopeless fate, a pine-tree thirty or forty feet 
lligh was blown up by the roots and lay aor088 the main structure. Its 
burial-ground, which is spacious, was enclosed by a costly, high briok wall, 
"ith narrow gateways,--eymbolioal perhaps of the 'narrow path,'-filled 
\0 its utmo&t capacity with broken tombstones and desolate graves over
grown with briers and shrubbery, showing that the • rich and the poor 
there rested together, and the servant was indeed free from his master,'
alike unprotected and uncared-for. A ruin outside the wall, which was 
intended and once served as a vestry. had rotted down; the chimney, a 
strong brick one, alone standing,_ naked monument of better days. In an 
alcove of forest-trees a few yards distant flowed numerous springs of cool, 
delicioUl! water. Indeed, it required no great stretch of lwagination to 
fanoy the midnight-scene so graphically described in Burus's Kirk-Alloway, 
and the race to cr088 the running stream (for one really flows across the 
main road, some hundred yards distant) where' mare Meggie lost her 
tail.' With some diiliculty I entered the porch, which was built of brick 
and formed the upper part of thtl Cro88, s~cious and on a level with the 
ground,-its Dl888ive double doorway qUIte open, presenting within a8 
hopeleas a ruin as its exterior,-the roof rotted away at its angles, one 
of the galleries partly down, the girders rotted off and fallen upon the 
pews, and the wall in two places mouldered away b1. years of satura
tion from 8now and rain The remains of a large BIble still lay upon 
the desk. The font was gone,-which I was told was of marble, and now 
IIIed for convivial purposes. The chancel, in the easteru arm of the 
CI'088, to the right of the pulpit, surmounted by a large Gothic window 
much broken, was still in tolerable praervation. In it was the Communion· 
table,-its frame antique, covered with a heavy walnut slab,--eound, but 
rough and soiled from exposure. Large frames, once covered with canvas 
exhibiting in distinct characters the Lord's Prayer, tbe Ten Command
ments~ and other texts of Sotipture, hung upon the walla, now much 
defaced, mouldered, and torn. The aisles were paved with brick, and 
covered with abundant evidence of its being tbe resort of sheep and 
cattle running at large; and, to coID1)lete the evidence of its abandonment, 
the oeiling-whioh was of boards-was tenanted by squirrels, snakes, and 
scorpions. Indeed, we may truly say, 'All its hedges were broken down 
by the wild boar of the wilderness,' and there was no one to care for it 
Besides, I was told, it was tbe terror of the neighbourhood, from being 
the resort of runaway negroes and wandering vagrants, added to the awE. 
inseparably connected with the lonely, silent depository of the dead. In 
contemplating the scene before me, I felt a mysterious attachmcnt to this 
relic of piety and early faith of our fathers,-not dreaming (being a 

Digitized by Google 



156 OLD CBURCBBS, lIIINI8T1I:R8, AND 

stranger and a wanderer) at some future day I should be honoured and 
favoured by tbe commission to restore tbis temple, now iu tbe dust, to the 
service of my Creator and Redeemer. We resolved at once to pitch our 
tents outside tbe wall: a fatigue-party was detailed to trim up the trees, 
cut down the undergrowth, and burn up the leaves and rubbish, to re
move tbe tree which lay across the roof, to oleanse the church and repair 
it as far as practicable, to make it a safe depository for our stores and 
camp-equipage. This being done, we were presented witb a sbady grove, 
dry ground, and a most inviting and lovely prospect,-with an abundauce 
of pure, delioious water at our feet, and a central position to make nightly 
detachments to ~ the historic shores of old Potomac,-for there rest 
the remains of ihe Wasbingtons, tbe Lees, the Parkers, and many other 
gallant spirits of patriotio memory. As illustrative of the aotual condition 
of the spot I am now describing, permit me to relate an original aoecdote, 
whioh occurred a short time before my visit. 

"Colonel Garner, an officer of the Revolution, livrd three or four miles 
distant: passing tbe church late in the evening with a friend, they were 
overtaken by an angry cloud of wind and rain, accompanied by lightning 
and thunder. The oolonel proposed taking shelter in the church, leading 
their horaes in, whioh they could do witbout difficulty, as tbe porch and 
pavement of the aisles were on a level with the ground. To this his frieud 
positively objected, declaring he would rather bear the pelting of the storm 
than pass an hour within its gloomy walls. He therefore put spurs to his 
horae for his home. Not so with the colonel: he was a brave man, not 
fearing hobgoblins or witches. He dismounted at the opening in the wall, 
where there had once been a gate. Taking the bridle-rein in his hand, he 
prooeeded to thread his way through the bushes to the porch. He got 
lnside, followed by his horse, and was just entering the church, when the 
unusual visit frightened a fl<K'k of sheep that had taken shelter there, who 
suddenly rushed to the door to make their escape. The charge took the 
colonel by surprise, knocked him down, routed his horse, and trampled 
him in the dust, (for it was not paved as it now is.) After the column 
had passed over him, he found in the' m@Me' he had lost hill hat, aud was 
scratohed and bruised about the face and hanos. Nothing daunted, how
ever, he groped his way into the church, and, being well acquainted with 
its internal arrangement, he took shelter in the pulpit, where he knew WIt' 

a comfortable seat, and where he would be protected from the wet by the 
sounding-board, made of durable materials and still firmly attached to the 
wall. The storm was now raging without, Iigbtning and thundering and 
raining, with a tempest CIt wind. After sitting for a time he fell asleep 
and did not awake until three or four in tbe morning. By this time the 
eloud had passed over, the stars were shining, and he was ~lad to extricate 
himself by a hasty retreat homeward. He found his d\800mfited horae 
taking his rest at the stsbI6-door. 

"Our happiness at this encampment, after some months, was unexpectedly 
broken up by the arrival of a vessel wi~h an order to embark for St. Mary's, 
Maryland. We finished our military service byal!sisting in the defence of 
Fort McHenry, Baltimore. We had the satisfaction, however, of carrying 
with us the united testimony of the whole neighbourhood that not a ohicken, 
an egg, or a vegetable, had been wrongfully taken by anyone of ~he soldiers, 
alor an injury or an insult offered to any ooe. The church and it~ environs 
had been sacredll guarded, and we left it in a much better condition than we 
(ound it. But It 1fas not so (as I afterW'lrd learoed) by our succussors, I 
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o)mpaoy of militil. from the upper country, who proved themselves to be a 
IIC01lJ'ge to those they professedly came to protect, by robbery, violence, and 
destruction of private property. It was they' who made a choppinp:-blook of 
the Communion-table' and otberwise defaced the church. In ascribing it to 
tbe soldiers, be 888Ured, sir, lOU have been led into an unintentional error. 
They served under a discipbne paternal but strict, both as regards order 
and oleanliness. In the year 1820, being on a vjsit to Ayrfield, and seeing 
Old Yeooomico still a ruin, even more deplorable than when I left it, I 
proposed to Mr. Murphy to undertake ita repair. To this be not only 
8118ented, but gave money, labour, and his personal service. The gentle
men of thc neigbbourhood subscribed cheerfully and liberally, and the 
work was pushed forward by employing suitable mechanics and importing 
from Alexandria lumber, shingles, paints, and seven or eight barrels of 
tar for the roof, which had not had a shingle put upon it since the year 
1788, at which time, I heard Mr Murpby say, the gentlemen of the sur
rounding estates were assessed to meet the expense. It is true as you 
state,-the font, 'a beautiful marble one,' as you describe it, bad beeu 
taken away and used for unholy purposes, and by him restored; also, the 
plate, with a damask tablecloth and napkins marked' Yeocomioo Ohurch' 
In the centre, had been safely kept at Lee Hall, and were gladly restored 
by tbe pious and excellent lady, the late Mrs. Sarah Newton, who at that 
time owned and oocupied the mansion and estate. The first thing we did 
was to open a double gateway in front, with a wide gravel-walk up to the 
porcb or apex of tbe cross, the pavement of which I laid with my own 
hands, none tbere being familiar with such work. If the narrow opening 
in the wall was symbolical of the 'narrow path,' tbe one we now opened 
was illustrative of 'free grace,' __ truth t() which I feel myself indebted 
for a knowled. of salvation through the intercediug blood of a crucified 
Redeemer. It is also true, as you state, I presented the church with a 
large stove and ample pipe to warm it thorougbly, it having-stood for upward 
of a century without one. It is also true I had the great pleasure to place 
a Bible and Prayer-Book both on the desk and in the pulpit, and I rejoice 
to know the church is still protected and cared for,-although I have not 
seen it for more than twenty years. Permit me now, sir, in conclusion, to 
say I have frequently reflected with sorrow on the mysteriou.~ desolation 
of the ancient churcbes of Virginia, and can only account for it by the 
demoniac influence of the infidel theories and sentiments of the French 
Revolution, which at that time pervaded the public mind and had poisoned 
the very fountsin of our beUer nature and sealed the beat impulses of the 
human heart. These temples of the living God, these sacred monuments 
of the faith of our fathers and thc religious care of the Provincial Govern
ment, were generally of lofty and commanding structure, of costly finish, 
and of the most durable materials,-such as in England havc lasted for 
centuries. They stood in well· chosen positions, and under their shadow 
lay the remains of the kindred of large congregations, many of whom were 
the immediate descendants of holy men who had ministered at their altars; 
yet, Jnost strange to say, not an arm was put forth to save, or an eye found 
to pity. 'Behold, therefore, aaith the Lord, your bouse is left unto you 
desolate.' 

"Be pleased to accept, reverend sir, my most respectful regard, 
"WM. L. ROGERS. 

"hula-rolf, N.", JIlIlBBY, March 20, 1867." 
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ARTICLE LXI. 

'Wallington Pari .. ", 'W utmor,latad. 

TBI8 name was doubtless given to it at an early period, and after 
the first of the Washingtons; though we see nothing of its first 
establishment in the Acts of Assembly. The Bishop of London 
sends a circular to its minister in 1728. The Rev. Laurence De 
Butts was its minister in that year, and had been for the three pre
ceding years. The parish was thirty miles long and five wide, 
extending only half-way &cross the Neck at that time. There 
were two churches in it. He administered thc Communion three 
times a year, and two quarts of wine had been used at one time. 
Mr. De Butts preached also, during the week, at St. Stephen's 
Church, Northumberla.nd county, at Farnham Church, Richmond 
county, and in Cople parish, they all being vacant at that time. 
The glebe of four hundred and fifty &cres was bequeathed to the 
parish for the better maintenance of a minister and schoolmaster, 
and the vestry gave it entirely to him on condition that he would 
provide one to teach reading, writing, and arithmetic, which he had 
done. What has become of this glebe we know not. We find in 
the old county records the name of another minister in Westmore
land, about this same time,-the Rev. Walter Jones. He may have 
ministered in some other parish, or been a private teacher, and been 
merely summoned as a witness. We have no record of any minis
ter in Washington parish after this until the year 1754, when the 
Rev. Archiba.ld Campbell appears on one of our lists. 

Of him and his family I have something special to say. Our 
lists of clergy show him to have been the minister of Washington 
parish from the year 1754 to 1774,-& period of twenty years. 
Dnring most of that time Round Hill Church (afterward in Hano
ver parish, King George county, by a change of the boundary-line 
in the two counties) was connected with Pope's Creek Church, in 
Wasbington parish, and Mr. Campbell was minister of those 
churches. I have something to say about the former of theee 
churohes which has a bearing on the date of Mr. Campbell's muu. 
try add first coming to this country. 

In my report, in the year 1838, of a visit to this region in the 
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preceding year, I thus speak :-" In puaing from Westmoreland to 
King George county, where my next appointment was made, the 
traveller may see, immediately on the roadside, the last vestiges of 
an old church called 'Round Hill Church.' A few broken bricks 
and a little elevation made by the mouldered ruins are all now left 
to say, Here once stood a church of the living God." 

Within the last few months I spent a night at the hospitable 
house of Colonel Baber, near whose outer gate the old church 
stood. On learning that there was an old tombstone still to be 
seen among the ruins, I determined to search for it. In the morn
ing, on our way to St. Paul's Church, Colonel Baber's son, Rev. Mr. 
Dashiel, and myself, dismounted and made our way to the spot 
through the thick pines and cedars with which it was overgrown. 
After con~iderable search we discovered the end of a large tomb
stone, the greater portion of which was covered over with the roots 
of trees, moss and leaves. After clearing away the two latter, we 
made out the inscription, as follows :-" Here lies Rebecca, the wife 
of the Rev. Archibald Campbell, minister of Washington parish, 
who died the 21st of March, 1754." "Here o)so lies Alexander, 
their child." Now, as it is well known that he had another son 
by the name of Alexander, an eminent lawyer of Virginia, the one 
buried beneath or near this stone may have been born and died 
some years before this, and so Mr. Campbell's ministry be carried 
back a number of years before 1754, his second son Alexander 
being born before that time. H this be so, and it be also true 
that the Rev. Mr. Campbell kept a school in Westmoreland,-as tra
dition says, and of which there is no doubt,-it may also be true, 
&8 tradition further reports, that General Washington and Thomas 
Marshall, father of the Chief-Justice, and perhaps Colonel Monroe 
and Mr. Madison, all of whom were born in this region, may at one 
time have been scholars of Mr. Campbell. General Washington 
was born in 1782, and until his sixteenth year was much in West
moreland. It is only neceBSary that Mr. Campbell's ministry and 
achool should have com)Jlenced five or six years before the death 
of his wife, to render this a probable thing. I introduce the report 
In order to elicit either confirmation or rejection. Of the history 
of this branch of the Campbells of Virginia I have obtained the 
following statement. Two brothers, Archibald and A\exander, 
emigrated to Virginia some time before the war. Archibald settled 
as a clergyman in Westmoreland, and Alexander as a merchant in 
Falmouth. At the breaking out of the war, Archibald took part 
with the Americans, with the Washingtons and Lecs, his parish-
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ioners, while Alexander preferred the British side of the questioL, 
and returned to Scotland. The youngest son of Alexander ,..u 
born in Glasgow, in 1777.* 

• This youngest aon was none other than the oelebrated poet Thomas Campbell 
III a letter from a triend who is much interested ad deeply Tersed in I1Ich mat

ters, there is the following pusage:-IIOf the Campbella I C&D 8&y nothing more 
ih&Il you have related at this moment, except perhaps that lawyer Campbell wu 
a most eloquent mu, ad that Campbell, a brother of the poet, married a daughter 
of Patriok Henry. This I will inquire into. As Patrick Henry himself was de
aoeuded on the mother's side from the stock of Roberteon the historia, ad is in 
that way a relative of Lord Brougham, 10 his delOendautl are oonneoted with the 
poet Campbell, thus Ihowing a connection between our great orator ad ODe of the 
greatest politioiaDa ad one of the sweetest poetl of the age." 

The following extract from a letter of one of Mr. Campbell's grandsonl throwa 
additional light on the history of the f&mill :-" I will now give you some &eta 
that I have been able to gather in reference to him ad his deeoendauts. P&rI!OIl 
Campbell came to Virginia previous to the year 1730. He resided at the glebe 
near Johnsville, in what was then WeetmorelaDd but nllw KiDg George counC)'. 
He preached at Round Hill Churoh, ad probably at Pope's Creek Church. A. road 
leading a part of the way from the glebe to Bonnd Hill Church still goes by the 
D&DIe of the Parson's Road. It 1'88 said to have been out through the foreat for 
Parson Campbell's use. Parson Campbell was twioe married. His first wife died 
lOon after her marriage. His second wife 1'88 a Biater of the Bev. William Stuart. 
of KiDg Gecrge County By this marriage there were three lou,-Archibald, 
AI_der, IUld John: the two last-mentioned were distinguished lawyers. Archi
bald, my grandfather, left a daughter ad two aoDe. Frederiok, the elder lOll, .... 

a lawyer. He inherited toD entailed estate in Scotlad, toDd died in Europe. J1'erdi
DUd, the second soD, W88 formerly Professor of Mathematioa in William toDd Mr.r,r 
College, IUld died near Philadelphia. AleltlUlder W88 twice married, and left two 
daughters, one of whom died unmarried: the other is the wife of Judge Wayne, 
of tbe Supreme Court. John W88 alao married twice, IUld left several ohildren. 
Parson Campbell 1'88 from Sootland. He W88 related to the Stuart ad Argyle 
families of that oountry, toDd W88 the UDale of Thomas Campbell the poeL In 
addition to tbe performance of his ministerial duties, he aleo taught a BOhooL It is 
said tbat he had among his pupils Madison, Mouroe, ad Chief-Juatice Marshall. 
The Bev. William Stuart studied theology under his direction. Parson Campbell 
died leaving a couiderable estate." 

The followlug letter, having been received since the foregoing was published iD 
the II Southern Churohmu," correctl aome inaccuracies toDd furnishes additional 
information. 

"BUBOP M-'»B, "NBws'l'L\l), March 20,1867. 

II Ru. ABD DUB Sm:-1Il perusing the brief lketch given by you of the Camp
bella of Virginia, my mother di800vered some inaccuracies, which it givea us pl_ 
lure to correct 88 far 88 we OtoD do 80. She 8&YS tbat her grandfather (Archibald 
Campbell) married twice. Of tbe history of his first wife, whose name 70U 8&W OD 

the tombstone at the Ronnd Hill Churoh in King George, she knows very little, 88 abe 
nrnved but a very short time after marriage, leaviug no descendantl. The seooncl 
WIfe, who 1'88 her grandmother, W88 a Mias McC07, daughter of William MoCoy. who 
WRS tbe pastor of North Farnham pariah, Riohmond county, in the year 1764. but 

Digitized by Google 



J'AIIIILIBS OF VIRGINIA. 161 

The SODS of Archibald were Archibald, Alexander, and John. 
Archibald inherited the property of his father in Westmoreland, 
consisting of two seats, the one called Pomona, the other Camp
bellton, at the last of which the father lived and kept his school. 
It is now the summer residence of Mr. Laurence Washington. The 
other sons, Alexander and John, were eminent lawyers. Alexander 
married a Miss Fitzhugh, of King George, who at his death married 
the Rev. Dr. Kollock, minister of churches in Princeton, New York, 
Charleston, (South Carolina,) and lastly in Savannah. An only 
daughter, by her first husband, married Judge Wayne, of the Su
preme Court. The last son, John, was a lawyer in Westmoreland, 
and represented the county in the Legislature, and the parish in 
one of our Conventions. His daughters were Eliza, who married 
Mr. Leland; Emily, who married Robert Mayo; Sarah, who mar
ried Landon Berkeley; Louisa, who married John Mayo; and 
Octavia. 

After the disappearance of Mr. Campbell from any of our re-

whose name you inCOrrectly8pell, in your article on that parish, MoKay. This William 
McCoy married a Mia Fitzhugh, of Marmion, King George,_ woman distinguished 
for her eminent piety,_d our grandmother waa a daughter by that marriage. The 
echool whioh you speak of W&8 eBtabliahed after his lut marriage, for the benellt of 
his own 8ODB, Archibald and AleDllder. My grandfather, who W&8 John, being llII 

infant at the period of his death, WaB baptized by him on his death-bed. My mother 
thinks she haB heard that Chief-Justioe Marshall, Mr. Madison, and Mr. Monroe, 
were taught by him, with her uncles Archibald and Alexander. She does not think 
that the school W&8 establi8hed early enough to admit the belief of Colonel Marshall 
or General WaBhington'B haYing been pupils of hiB. To the property acquired by 
my mother's grandfather in Virginia, he gaTe the name of Kirnan, after a family 
seat in Argyleehire, Scotland. Campbellton W&8 the re8idenoe of my grandfather. 
AleDllder married hia cousin, MiBB Fitzhugh, of Marmion, and had only one daughter 
by that marriage, whoee name W&8 Lucy: she liTed in my grandfather's family until 
the period of her death, which occurred within a few years paat. Mrs. Wayne 
W&8 by a second marriage. The other brother, Archibald, married MillS Hughs, of 
Maryland, ud had two BOns and a daughter. The eldest Bon, Frederiok, inherited 
a large entailed estate in the wud of Bute, in Scotland, from the Stuarts. who 
intermarried with the Campbella, and he took the name of Frederick Campbell 
lkuart with the eetate. The Becond BOn, Ferdinand, WaB Prof elISor of Mathematics 
in William and Mary, under the administration of Drs. Smith and Wilmer. The 
daughter, Anna Campbell, married Dr. Tennant, an eminent phyBician of Port 
Royal: ahe died not maDyyean Bince. Her ohildren were Wuhington, who W&8 a 
phyBician; Mercer, who married MiIB Grymes, of King George; SUIaD, the tl.l'lt 
wife of Dr. John May, of Westmonland; Maria, who married Thomu Hunter, of 
Predericksburg; and Luoy, who married hie brother, Ta1i.,rero Huuter. Mra. 
Tennant liTed and died a Tery consistent member of the Episcopal Church, loud 
her children are an memberB of it. We giTe thie information in oompliance with 
10ur request that mistakes might be corrected. 

"Youl'I very reapeotfnlly. ~Ll&A C. LaLAXD." 

VOL. 11.-11 

Digitized by Google 



162 OLD CHURCHES, MINISTERS, AftU 

cords, we ha.ve no account of any minister in Washington parish 
until the year 1785, when the Rev. Francis Wilson ,serves it for 
one year. In the year 1796, the Rev. John O'Donnell appears 
once in a Convention. We have none after this until the year 
1822, when the Rev. Josiah Clapham appears in Convention, with 
Mr. John Campbell, son of the Rev. Mr. Campbell, as lay delegate. 
Mr. Clapham continued its minister for some years, performing 
his duties piously and faithfully, and with as much energy as h.ia 
bodily infirmities would allow of. After a considerable interval, we 
find the parish again supplied by the services of the Rev. William 
McGuire, who served it in connection with Cople parish. Within a 
few yea.rs past, a new parish has been taken from Washington parish, 
by the name of Montro88, in which a new church has been built, 
while another, by the name of St. Peter's, has been built at Oak 
Grove. We are much indebted to the labours of the Rev. William 
McGuire for both these new churches. The Rev. Mr. Tuttle W88 

the minister of Washington parish for one year, since which time 
the Rev. Mr. Chesley has been settled there. 

THE OLD OHUROHES IN WESTMORELAND. 

There were three of these,-the Round Hill Church, Pope·. 
Creek Church, and one at Leeds,on the Rappahannock. Pope's 
Creek Church lay immediately on the road from Westmoreland 
Court-House to King George. The following notice of it is taken 
from my report to the Convention of 1888 :-

"It was near to this church that General Washington was bom. It 
was in this that he was baptised. Here it was that he received th08l 
9II.l'ly imp1'888ioDs of religion whioh, instead of being efFaced by age, seemed 
to grow with his growth and strengthen with his strength. The proo& 
of this have been abundantly furnished in the 'Religions Opinions and Ch .. 
racter of Washington,' by the Rev. Mr. MoGuire, a work recently published, 
and for which the writer deserves the thanks of every friend of Washing. 
ton, of religion, and of our country. I have said that this church is now 
in ruins, and I would add, that about twenty-aix years ~, [1812,] when 
I was in Deacon's Orders. I remember to have been in It, with the Rev 
Mr. Norris, an early and beloved assooiate in the ministry, at which time 
it was beginning to decay in the roof; but there was a large congregation, 
and twen,ty-eight children were brought forward for ba{'tism. It was the 
fint service which had been performed in it for a long time, and from tbal 
period it continued to decay, until a fewlears ago it was set on fire in 
order to prevent injury, from the falling 0 the roof, to the cattle whioh 
were aoonstomed to shelter there." 

It ought to be added that so attaohed were the citizens of the 
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eounty to this old building, that the excuse for its destruction by 
fire was not readily admitted. Indeed, so indignant were they, 
that it was brought before the grand jury and the court. The 
result, however, was the acquittal of the party. It has now bee, 
twenty years since the. above-mentioned visit, and I have often 
within that time passed the same spot, at each time perceiving the 
disappearance of all that was old, and the rise and growth of what 
was new. Trees and shrubs have been growing up over and around 
the old site, rendering it more difficult each year to the passing 
traveller to find out where Old Pope's Creek Church once stood. 
I should not myself, in a recent visit, have been able to discover it, 
but for the aid of a friend who was with me. I could not "but ask 
myself and that friend if it were not p088ible that a simple but durable 
monument--say a pillar a few feet high-could be placed on the 
roadside, with the name of Pope's Creek Church upon it, to inform 
posterity that on that spot stood the church of the Washingtons, the 
Lees, the Paynes, and others. It is said that the Legislature intends 
to have an enclosure around the birthplace of Washington and the 
burying-place of his ancestors, which are near at hand; and surely 
some individual or individuals would take pleasure in marking the 
spot where God was worshipped by so many, and where the remains 
of not a few were interred, although no tombstones have preserved 
their names. Among those whose bodies were deposited around 
this church is to be numbered the Hon. Thomas Lee, (the father of 
Richard Henry Lee and a noble band of brothers and sisters,) the 
owner of Stratford, for whom it was rebuilt by the Queen, after 
being consumed by fire, who held the first offices in the Colony 
under se\'eral Governors, and whose commission as Governor reached 
Virginia in 1756, just after his death. I take the following inscrip
tion from his tombstone, which I saw some years since, lying 
against the wall of the family vault at Stratford:-

"In memory of the HOD. Thomas Lee, whose body was buried at 
Pope'. Creek Church, five miles above his country-seat, Stratford Hall, 
in 1756." 

Of Mr. Lee some account has been given in the sketch of the 
Lee family in the article on Northumberland county. 

LBBDS OR BRAY'S CHURCH. 

This church stood on' the Rappahannock, at the outskirts of the 
place called Leeds. It was of brick. The ruins of it are yet to 
be seen, apparently hanging on the bank of the river. It has 
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undtlrgone many changes of late years since it was deserted as a 
house of worship, having been used as a tavern, stable or barn, and 
been altered so as to suit the dift'erent purposes to which it has been 
applied. Leeds was once a place of note in this part of Virginia. 
It was doubtless named, either by the Fairfaxes or Washingtons, 
after the town of Leeds, in Yorkshire, near which both of their 
.. ncestral families lived. This in Virginia was a place of much 
trade in tobacco and other things. Its shipping 1I"as very consider
able at one time, and it gave the promise of being a town of no 
small importance, but, like many other such places in Virginia, as 
Dumfries, Colchester, Warren, Warminster, it failed to fulfil the 
expectations excited. For one thing it deserves to retain a lasting 
place in the history of the American Revolution. As Boston was 
the Northern, so Leeds may be called the Southern cradle of Ame
rican Independence. This was the place where, with Richard 
Henry Lee as their leader, the patriots of Westmoreland mf't, 
before any and all others, to enter their protest against the in· 
cipient steps of English usurpation. At this place did they resolve 
to oppose the Stamp Act, nor allow any citizen of Westmoreland 
to deal in stamps. This is a true part of the American hi8tory. 

ROUND HILL OHUROH. 

Of this we have said something in our mention of the Rev. Mr. 
Campbell. In the following communication from my brother, 
Bishop Payne, of Africa, further notice of it will be found, together 
with interesting accounts of his own family. One of these at my 
first visit to Pope's Creek Church promised one hundred dollara 
for its repairs,-a large sum for those times. 

"In the summer of 1833, after leaving Williamsburg, I visited a great.. 
uncle, Oaptain William Payne, a venerable old gentleman, (grandfather 
of Richard Payne, of Warrenton,) residing near Warrenton. He wu 
dressed in short pants, had served in the Revolution, and was a fine speci
men of the old Virginia gentleman. Finding me interested in the history 
of our family, he took down from his library a copy of Smith's History of 
Virginia, and in the index showed me the names of our ancestors to whom 
King James gave patents of land in Virginia. They were Sir William 
Payne, John Payne, and Richard or Thomas, I forget whioh. Sir William, 
he said, never came to America, but the other two brothers did. One of 
these brothers, as I learned from him, and his daughter,-my cousin,-Mrs. 
Scott, of Fredericksburg, settled in the country about Lynchburg, and 
from him descended Mrs. Madin, (Polly Payne.) The other--.T ohn Payne 
--settled between the Potomac ana Rappahannock, probably in or near thU 
which was to be the great city Leedstown. My grandfather, JohD 
Payne, whom you saw, I think died when I was six or seven years I>ld: 
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but I recollect him. distinotly as dressed in the old style, like Uncle Wil
liam. His residence was at the old family-stead called, when I knew if-, 
die Red Honae. It is immediately in the rear of Bunker's Hill, (Henry 
Taylor's place,) aud three miles from Leedstown. His estates-subse
quently divided between my father and his brothers, Daniel, George, and 
daughter Elizabeth-were on tbe Potomao and Rappahannock Rivers, and 
partly in Richmond county. My third great-uncle, Richard, whom I re
member well, settled in Oulpepper, and his descendants, (except one son, 
William,-Epiacopalian,-who married old Parson Woodville's daughter, 
and removed to Oolumbus, Mississippi,) Methodists, are uow to be found 
in Onlpepper county. 

"When in Alexandria, Mr. Dana showed me in the vestry-books of 
Ohrist Ohurch the name of William Payne associated with George Wash
ington; and one of the clOSlHltreets in Alexandria, near the head of King, 
I noticed, still bears the name of 'Payne Street.' Learning that this family 
emigrated to the W cst, when in Lexington I made inquiries about them, 
and lOOn found multitudes of most respectable people in and about Lexing
ton and Frankfort bearing this name. They are Presbyterians. Mr. 
Berkeley, the Episcopal minister, subsequently introduced me to Dr. 
Payne, of Lexington, who said at once, 'We are doubtless the same family,' 
and he and aU his relatives about there were descended from Washington's 
contemporary and 888OCiate, William Payne, of Alexandria. He told me 
with a spirit of too much self-complacency-as I told him-that this was 
the same William Payne who knocked down General Washington in Alex
andria for insulting him. But he replied quickly, "Oh, no I he was right. 
For General Washington the next day sent him an apology, instead of a 
challenge sa his friends bad anticipated.' 

"Of the ecolesiastical and theological views of my father and grand
~I~~~I~~~~~~~~~~ 
that he clung to ' the old Ohurch' and eschewed all others. I am inclined 
to think, from circumstances which I can remember, that my father was 
like-minded. I found among his books 'The Theological Repertory,' with 
whose history you are familiar; and one of the few things that I can re
member about him well was his holding long and late discussions with the 
Methodist ministers who in 1823-25 began to preach in the neighbourhood 
and occasionally to visit my father's house. My father was a teetotaller, 
very thoughtful,-I will hope, a religious man, though of this I cannot be 
certain. My mother, however, from my earliest recollection I know Wall, 

but she did not make a profession of religion until after my father's death, 
nor until my eldest sister (now dead) made a profession among the Method
ists. This circumstance leads me to think my father's inftuenoe prevented 
my mother from uniting herself before wit.h the Methodists,-though the 
only representative of the Episcopal Ohuroh in the neighbOurhood was our 
poor fnend, Mr. Olapham. 

"The last baptism by a (JI&urcA parlOn in our family was that of brother 
'William. I infer it was one of the old sort, as his godfather was any thing 
but a pious man, and thonght his duty to his godson quite performed after 
he had given him. tJ yoke o/~. 

"I have aid I WIll born in the White Oak Swamps about one mile from 
ilae Potomao. This was my father's residence for two or three years after 
_~ being convenient to his estate on the Potomac. But it proved 
lOy that he purchased one of the 01!J,~ in the Pine Forest, en" , ri. between the Potomac and Rap nock, seven mil. from 
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the former, and \hree from the nearest point of the latter. Here eight 
of DS were reared in most remarkable health. From this glebe to the 
Old Round Hill Church, or rather its remains,-for it was demolished 
before my earliest recoUeotion,-there was in my childhood one of the moat 
beautiful roads I ever NlW. It led for several miles in a diJ'e('tion perfectly 
straight, under an avenue of beautiful oaks. It was called 'the Parson'. 
Road,' and was no doubt the road by which the parsoDS travelled to the 
Round Hill Church. By-the-wa.f:' have you ever ascertained or written 
the history of this said Round Hall Church? It was situated on a beau
tiful and commanding knoll, near old Machodoo Meeting-Honse, which 
superseded it, and in which Mr. Clapham was wont to officiate before his 
removal from King George to Loudon. But, as I have said, nothing of 
it but· lOme fragments remained at the time of my earliest visits to the 
neighbourhood. 

" I have given you all that occurs to me of my family history of inte
rest. Should you wish to make further inquiries, I would refer you to my 
OGDSin, Mrs. Scott, of Fredericksburg, and through CODSin Richard Payne, 
of Warrenton, to his father and Mrs. Scott'. eldest brother, Daniel Payne, 
who resides in the neighbourhood of Warrenton. He is called the French
man of our family, and should you ever meet with him you will find 
him very agreeable and fond of talking, and on no subject more than tha& 
about which I have been writing." 

TBB W ASBINGTON FAMILY_ 

It is agreed on all hands that, about the year 1655, two brothers, 
John and Laurence Washington, came over to Virginia and settled 
in Westmoreland county. In all the histories which I have seen 
of the Washington family there is not another word said of Lau
rence Washington, except that he and his brother Came together 
and settled at the same place. While the descendants of John 
Washington, in all their branches, are minutely described in gene
alogies and histories and biographies, doubtle88 in a great measure 
because the great Washington was one of them, Laurence Wasb
ington was forgotten and lost sight of as though he had never been. 
I have met with persons who could not trace their connection with 
General W IUIhington or his first ancestors, yet were certain of some 
connection with the family, but never thought of inquiring whether 
their descent is not from the other brother. In a recent visit to 
Tappahannock, the county seat of Essex county, (where are the 
records of the old county of Rappahannock, which from 1658 to 
1692 embraced all that lay on each side of the Rappahannock 
River for some miles up to the Falls above Fredericksburg,) in 
searching in an old record of wills, I found that of this same Lau
rence Washington. Although he may have settled near the Poto
mac with his brother John, he must have removed into Rsppa
unnock county, for his will is there recorded. He may h, I~ done 
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,Ius without moving many miles from his brother, as Westmoreland 
county and Washington parish were only about five miles wide, and 
Rappahannock county and Littenburne parish were about the same 
width, the one lying on the Potomac, the other on the Rappahan . 
nock River. I have also obtained, by the help of a friend, the 
will of Mr. John Washington, which was recorded at Westmoreland 
Court-House, and whose original is still there in an old book of 
wills, though in a somewhat mutilated form. That they were the 
two brothers is evident from the fact that they mention each other 
in their wills. Both of the wills are made in the same year,-that 
of one on February 26, 1675; that of the other on September 27, 
1675. The one is proved the 10th of January, 1677, and the other 
the 6th of January of the same year, at an interval of only four 
days, so that it is probable they died in a few days of each other. 
There is something so pious in the language of these wills, that I 
make no apology for introducing a portion of them. Without any 
means of ascertaining which was the elder of the two. we begin 
with the will of John Washington:-

"In the name of God, Amen. I, John Washington, of Washington 
parish, in the county of Westmoreland, in Virginia, gentleman, being of 
good and perfect memory, thanks be unto Almighty God for it, and calling 
to remembrance the uncertain state of this transitory life, that all flesh 
mUBt yield unto death, do make, constitute, and ordain this my last will 
and testament and none other. And first, being heartily sorry, from the 
bottom of my heart, for my Bins past, most humbly desiring forgiven888 
of the same from tbe Almightl God, my Saviour and Redeemer, in whom 
and by the merits of Jeans Ohnst I trnst and believe 888uredly to be saved, 
and to have full remission and forgivene88 of all my sins, and tbat my soul 
witb my body at the ~neral resurrection Khall rise again with joy!' 

Again he repeats the same sentiment, hoping "through the 
merits of Jesus Christ's death and passion to possess and inherit 
the kingdom of heaven prepared for his elect and chosen." He 
directs his body to be buried on the plantation upon which he 
lived, by the side of his wife and two children. He then proceeds 
to distribute his property, which he says it has pleased God to give 
him "far above his deserts." After dividing a number of landed 
estates between his second and surviving wife and his children,-· 
John, Laurence, and Anne,-and also his property in England, he 
directs that a funeral sermon be preached and no other funeral 
kept, and that a tablet with the Ten Commandments be sent for to 
England and given to the church. I think, also, that he directs 
four thousand-weight of tobacco to be given to the minister, though 

Digitized by Google 



168 OLD OHURCHB8, MINI8TBR8, AND 

of this I am not certain, some words being lost. He leaves one 
thousand pounds to his brother-in-law, Thomas Pope, and o)ne 
thousand pounds and four thousand-weight of tobacco to his sister, 
who had come or was coming over to this country. He makes his 
wife and brother Laurence his executors. From the above it would 
seem that, great as were his military talents, being commander-in
chief in the Northern Neck, high as he stood in the Government, 
80 that the parish was called after him, and large as was his property 
in England and America, he was also a sincerely pious man, and 
in his will emphatically testifies to those great Gospel principlee 
which are so prominent in the Church of his fathers. 

In the will of his brother Laurence there is the same spirit of piety. 
After the usual preamble, he says, "Imprimis: I give and bequeath 
my soul unto the hands of Almighty God, hoping and trusting, 
through tAs mercy of J8B1I.a (JhrUt, my one Saviour and Redeemer, 
to receive full pardon and forgivme .. of all my .im, and my body 
to the earth, to be buried in comely and decent manner by my exe
cutor hereafter named: and for my worldly goods, I thus dispose of 
them." To his daughter Mary Washington (by a former wife in 
England) he bequeathed his whole estate in Engla.nd, both real 
and personal, to be delivered immediately after his death, together 
with a ring and other articles. To his loving son John he left all 
his books and part of his plate, the other part to his daughter Ann, 
when they should be of age or marry. His lands are divided be
tween his wife and the two children-John and Ann-by her. A 
farm called West Fales, which lay on the south side of the Rappa
hannock, which once belonged to Captain Alexander Fleming, and 
which came to him by his wife, was to be sold for his debts. It is 
probable that his second wife was a daughter of Captain Fleming. 
He leaves his wife executrix of the estate, but provides that in case 
of her death or neglect to be the guardian and overseer of his 
children, his loving brother John Washington and loving friend 
Thomas Hawkins should be. In a codicil written at the same time, 
he leaves that part of the land on which he then lived, and which 
came to him by marriage, to the sole disposal of his wife. It is 
probable, from the above, that he lived on the north side of the 
river, in what is now Westmoreland. From the foregoing particu
lars, some other than myself may be able to ascertain the maiden 
name of his wife, and who, if any, are the descendants of his three 
children, as it is more. than probable they had descendants. 

Digitized by Google 



FAMILIBB OF VIRGINIA. 169 

THB WABHINGroN FAMILY BBAT AND VAULT. 

I recently paid a visit to the old family seat of the Washingtona, 
which is sometimes said to be on Pope's Creek, and sometimes on 
Bridge's Creek, near the Potomac. The farm lay between the two, 
which are about a mile apart, near their junction with the PotomaC. 
The family mansion lies near Pope's Creek, and the vault where 
the dead were deposited near Bridge's Creek. The latter appears 
to have been favourable to a rich growth of cedars, and may have 
been chosen for this reason. Or it may be that one of the two 
brothers first settled there. The estate is still in the family, or in 
the p088e88ion of one intermarried with the family. Some years 
since it was owned by Mr. John Gray, of Travellers' Rest, near 
Fredericksburg, who either repaired one of the outhouses or a wing 
of the old one, or built a small house for his overseer out of the old 
materials. The brick chimney is all that remains of the Washing
ton mansion,-the birthplalle of General Washington,-except the 
broken bricks which are scattered about over the spot where it was 
built. The grandson of Mrs. General Washington, Mr. Custis, of 
Arlington, some years since placed a slab with a brief inscription 
on the spot, but it is now in fragments. I was happy to hear that 
a bill had passed one branch of our Legislature, appropriating a sUlD 
of money for enclosing this spot, as well as the vault in a neigh
bouring field nearly a mile off. I also visited that spot, which no 
one can look upon without distress and even disgust. The condition 
of all such vaults as were once common in some parts of Virginia, 
especially in the Northern Neck, must after the lapse of time be 
nece88arily thus distressing and disgusting, like the sepulchres of 
old when filled "with rottenness and dead men's bones." The 
vault where so many of the Washington family are interred is in an 
open field and unenclosed. A small space around it is covered with 
gr&88, briers, shrubs, and a few small trees. Itself can only be 
distinguished by the top of the brick arch which rises a little above 
the surface. The cavity underneath has been very properly filled 
up with earth by Mr. Laurence Washington, one of its late proprie
tors, to prevent the bones of the dead being taken away by visitors, 
who had begun thus to pillage it. Not far from the vault there was 
a large slab lying on the ground, with the name of one of the family 
and two of his children. There were also fragments of another. 
It is to be hoped that the Legislature will resolve on putting a 
permanent enclosure around this also. 
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THB VAULT OF THB LBBS AT STRATFORD, IN WESTMORBLAND. 

In the preceding sketch of the Lees, by Mr. William Lee, d 
London, there is mention made of a loss by fire sustained by his 
father, Thomae Lee, of Stratford, and of a present to him by Queen 
Caroline. This establishes the source from whence came the me&BI 
of building the present moat durable building at that place, which 
for the thickness of the walls and the excellency of its architecture 
is not surp&88ed, if equalled, by any in Virginia. * It has some
times been called the Governor's House, probably because its 
owner and builder, Thomas Lee, was commiuioned &8 Governor, 
though he did not live to act in that capacity. The cemetery 
was not built by him, ae he W&8 buried at Pope's Creek Church. 
I have been &Mured by Mrs. Eliza Turner, who was there at 
the time, that it was built by General Harry Lee. The ceme
tery is much larger than any other in the Northern Neck, consist
ing of several apartments or alcoves for dift"erent branche8 of the 
family. Instead of an arch over them there is a brick house, per
haps twenty feet square, covered in. A floor covers the cemetery. 
In the centre i8 a large trapdoor, through which you descend. by. 
ladder to the apartments below. I went down into it some years 
since, when nothing was to be 8een but the bone8 of the deceaeed, 
which were 8cattered over the dirt floor. I wae informed that it 
had sometimes been filled with water, and that then the bones and 
skulls of the deceased might be seen floating upon the surface,--at 
a.ny rate, if stirred up with a pole, as was sometimes done. The 
entrance to this house has of late years been alm08t prevented by 
a thick growth of young aspens and briers. I am happy to state 
that it is the purpose of the present proprietor to fill up the vault, 
take down the brick walls and convert them into a mound over the 
place, and on the top of the mound to have the tombstone of old 
Thomas Lee fixed in some immovable way. 

Some mournful thoughts will force themselves upon us whela 
con8idering the ruins of churches, of mansions, and of cemeteri~ 
in Westmoreland. By reason of the worth, talents, and patriotism 
which once adorned it, it was called the Athens of Virginia. But 
how few of the descendants of those who once were its ornaments 

* .An American writer says tbere were ODoe a hundred rooms iD this boWIe. A 
-riew of the engra-ring of it will sbow bow untrue this is. Bven inoluding the base
lDent and the large hall, there are Dot more, I tbi.Dk, than seyenteen, and Deyer were 
more. Another says there were one bundred stalls for horses in tbe stable,-alaoaa 
equally untrue. 
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are now to be found in it! Chantilly, Mount Pleasant, Wakefield, 
are now no more. Stratford alone remains. Where now are the 
venerable churches? Pope's Creek, Round Hill, Nomini, Leeda, 
where are they? Yeocomico only survives the general wreck. Of 
the old men, mansions, churches, &c. we are tempted to say, 
"Fuit TIlium, et ingens gloria Dardanidum;" and yet we rejoice 
to think that new ones have taken their places, in some respects 
better suited to present times and circumstances. Those who, in 
the general defection, have remained to the Church, are exerting 
themselves to repair the waste places; and we trust there await.a for 
Westmore1and a greater glory t?an the former • 

• 
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ARTICLE LXll. 

Famkam and Lunmlnt.rg PaN,,", Richmond (Jounty. 

,,~ do justice to the history of this county and these parishea, 
we must go back to the time when they were a part of Rappahan
nock county and Littenburne parish,-which they were from the 
year 1653 to 1692,-when new counties and parishes were esta
blished. But where are the vestry-books or county records from 
whence to draw our facts? Of the former there are none. Some 
few of the latter are to be seen in Tappahannock, the county seat 
of Essex, where the archives of old Rappahannock county are 
preserved. 

At my request, a worthy friend-most competent to the task
has searched these records, and though unable to specify who were 
the vestrymen of the parish, yet, in giving the following list of 
magistrates from 1680 to 1695, has doubtless furnished us with 
the names of far the greater part of the vestrymen, if not the whole 
of them, during that period. We cannot determine to which side of 
the river they belonged, as both the county and parish were on both 
sides. They are a8 follows :·-Henry Aubrey, Major Henry Smith. 
Ca.ptain George Taylor, Mr. Thomas Harrison, Colonel John Stone, 
Colonel Leroy Griffin, Major Robinson, Colonel William Loyd, Cap
tain Samuel Bloomfield, William Fauntleroy, Samuel Peachy, Wil
liam Slaughter, Cadwallader Jones, Henry Williamson. My friend 
adds that" the character aud habits of the early settlers, so far as can 
be ascertained from their wills and the records, indicate intelligence 
and a high state of morals for the times." This section appears to 
have been settled chiefly by those coming from the lower counties,
the names of the principal men being those of families in the lower 
country. There are some, however, whose names are rarely met 
with in other counties; and there is evidence that they originally 
settled here. They are such as Latane, Waring, Upshaw, Rowsee, 
Rennolds, Micou, Roy. Clements, Young. 

To the labours of another friend, on the other side of the river, 
we are indebted for information gotten from the recorda of Rich-
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mond county after the year 1692, which Can nowhere else be found, 
as we have no vestry-book of that couuty, except that of North 
Farnham parish, from the year 1787 to 1804. The first justices of 
the peace were Captain George Taylor, William Underwood, Cap. 
tain William Barber, James Soott, Captain Alexander Swan. From 
that time to the Revolution, the principal families in the county 
were Stone, Glascock, Deane, Donaphun, Colston, Thornton, Travis, 
Peachy, Tayloe, Conway, Brockenbrough, Gwin, Tarplay, Dowu. 
man, Slaughter, 1?arker, Sherlock, Davis, Robinson, Beale Smith, 
Woodbridge, Heale, Barrow, Taverner, Barber, Griffin, Fitzhugh, 
Fauntleroy, Gibson, Taliafero, Ingo, Bellfield, Tomlin, Grymes, 
Metcalf, Newton, Barnes, Sydnor, Jordan, Hornby, Hamilton, Car
ter, Mountjoy, Flood, Plummer, Beckwith. Of all these, my in
formant says, a very few have descendants in the county at thil 
time who are called by these names. 

Aocording to the records of the court, he says, there were once 
three parishes in the county,-North Farnham, Lunenburg, and St. 
Mary's,-having separate ministers. 

Of the three ministers mentioned on the records, from the year 
1693 to 1742, the account is sad. The two first-John Burnet and 
John Alexander-were always in court, suing or being sued. The 
third-the Rev. Thomas Blewer-was presented by the grand jury 
as a common swearer. A particular aocount is drawn from the 
records of different families. From the votes on electi~n-days, the 
W oodbridges and Fauntleroys appear to have been at one time the 
most popular. The Carters and Tayloes, of Sabine Han and Mount 
Airy, were active and useful men. The Chinns first appear in 
1713. "From Raleigh Chinn," he says, "descended those model 
males and females of that name who have served to give character 
to our county in modem times." The McCartys were an ancient 
family, springing from Daniel and Dennis McCarty, who are first 
mentioned in 1710. 

Having furnished this general account of individuals and families 
from the court records, we proceed to give the information in our 
possession concerning each of the parishes separately. 

First, of North Farnham. This was established in 1693, when 
Rappahannock county was stricken from the list of counties and 
Richmond and Essex erected in its stead, and South Farnham 
parish created in Essex. The first minister of this parish whom 
we have on our lists--though there were doubtless many before-is 

. the Rev. William Mackay, who was there in 1754, and continued 
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until 1774.* From his long continuance in the parish and the 
respectability of the people, we have grounds for believing that he 
was a worthy man,-although in a few years after his death, or 
departure from the parish, it seems to have been in the most de
plorable condition, as we shall soon see. The Rev. John Leland,. 
worthy minister from Northumberland, officiated statedly in Farn
ham for some time after Mr. Mackay disappears. Then the Rev. 
Thomas Davis, from one of the parishes of Northumberland, gives 
them a portion of his time for two years. After thla a considerable 
interval occurred in which there was no vestry,-aeveral efforts at 
an election having failed. At length, a partial meeting having been 
had, the following addre88 was prepared :-

"FaIENDs AND FELLOW PROTESTANT EPISOOPALIANS:-

"Permit us, surviving members of the late ve&Q"y of this parisb, to ad
dress you and entreat you, for your own sakes as well as that of the rising 
generation, to come forward on this occasion. Althougb our church, from 
various causes, has been most woefully neglected for a season, we flatter 
OUJ'8elves that the time is at hand when the members thereof-of whom 
tbere are not a few-will throw off their lukewarmness and exert themselves 
in the cause of that profession of Christianity handed down to us by our 
forefathers, who-God rest their lOuls-left us a goodly fabrio to assemble 
in and pay our devotions to the Almigbty Creator and Preserver of the 
univeJ'8e, as they had done,-although by our neglect it is mouldering into 
ruins. The first step toward a reform is the appoilltment of trustees; 
for, until that is done, our church must remain in that miserable condition 
we see it. There is now a probability of procuring a minister to perform 
divine service once a fortnight; but this cannot be done until there shall 
be persons authorized to meet and consult on the ways and means of afford
ing him an adequate compensation for his services. Awaken, then, from 
this fatal supineness. Elect your trustees, and they, we doubt not, will 
make the nece8lllll)' arrangements, in the accomplishment of which, aided 
by your hearty exertions and concurrence, our church will be restored to 
its former decency and rank as the temple of the living God. 

" Weare your Christian brethren and friends of true religion, 
"BENJAMIN SMITH, WILLIAM PEAOHY, 
"B. MOCARTY, JOHN SYDNOR, 
"WALKER TOMLIN, JOHN FAUNTLDOY, 
"RIOHARD BEALB, SAMUEL HIPJUN8." 

(heat pains were taken to circulate this; and yet on the ap
pointed day less than thirty persons assembled, and half of these 
After two 0' clock, and so there was no election. t Five or six of those 
present agreed to appoint Whit-Monday for another meeting, and 
-------- --_.- - --- -.- -- - . 

* It should probably be Mc~y, though it is written Mackay iu our printed liat& 
t This Wall probably lep9 thllD the number hitherto required by law. 
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to get a neighbouring minister to preach on that day. This was 
successful, and they paid the minister four pounds ten shillings for 
coming. 

The vestry direct Mr. William Peachy to write to Bishop Madi
IOn for a minister, to which the following answer was received:-

.. WILIoIAIl8BUII.O, Augwot I, 1794. 

"DuB Sm :-It would afFord me great pleasure, could 1 give you an 
UII11I'&IIce of being s~dily supplied with a wortby minister. 1 sincerely 
~ tbe deserted sItuation of too many of our parishes, and lament the 
evila that must ensue. Finding that few persons, natives of this State, 
were desirous of qualifying themselves for the ministerial office, I have 
written to some of the Northern States, and have reason to expeot several 
young olergymen who have been liberally educated, of unexceptionable 
moral oharaoter, and who, 1 tlatter m18elf, will also be f(8nerally desirous 
of establishing an academy for the Instmotion of youth, wherever they 
may reside. Sbould tbey arrive, or should any other opportunity present 
itaelf of reoommmending a worthy minister, I beg you to be a88ured, if 
your advertisement proves nnsucoessthl, that I shall pay due attention to 
the application of the worthy tmstees of North Farnham. 

"With greet respect, 1 am, dear sir, 
"Your most ob't servant, 

"JA.MBS MADISON!' 

The Bishop, it seems, was as much troubled about getting a 
meeting of the Convention as the friends of the Church in Farnham 
had been to get an election of vestrymen. The following circular 
will too surely establish that :-

.. WILLlAIl8B1JII.O. December 18, 1796. 

"RaVDltND Sm :-It is, no doubt, well known to you that the failure 
lut May in holding a Convention at the time and place agreed upon was 
matter of deep rewat to every sincere friend of our Cburch. To prevent, 
if possible, a simtlar calamity at the next stated time for holding Con
ventious, the deputies who met last May requested me to send circular 
letten to the different parishes, exhorting them to pay a strioter regard 
to one of the fundamental canons of the Church. 1 fulfil the duty with 
alacrity, because the necessity of regular Conventions is urged by couside
ratious as obvious as they are weighty. 1 need not here enter into a detail 
of thOlle ooDsideratious; but I will ask, at what time was the fostering care 
of the guardiaoa-nay, of every member-of the Church more necessary 
than at this period? Who doth not know that indifference to her interea&8 
most inevitably intliot a mortal wound, over which the wise and the good 
may in vain weep, when they behold that wound baftl.ing every effort to 
arrest its fatal p~? Who doth not know that irreligion and im
piety aleep not whIlst we slumber? Who doth not know that there are 
other enemies who laugh at our negligent supineness and deem it their 
riotory7 

"But, independent of these general considerations, there are mattera 
01 the fint moment to our Church, whioh require the fullest representation 
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ensuing ntion. arishes aithful duty, 
have not failed on former occasions to send forward their deputies, as di
rected by the injunotion of the Church, need no exhortation on this subject. 
The same laudable sentiments which have hitherto directed their conducl 

. oubtless . to prod . ilar eff t to those . have 
neglec king th ry appo of dep d in 
ying the or their ce, I ad self Wit I&r 80-

cltude. Let me t en, sir, throug your agency, and, where ere 18 no 
minister, let me through the agency of the churchwardens or vestry, exhort 
and entreat such parishes to be no longcr unmindful of the interests of 
their Church,-no longer to be languid and indifferent in what concerns 

ential w -no Ion eat her i ns with t,-
n the 00 animated arm an ble zeal, t18fied 

much th cause of must d on wise dent 
exertions, let them evince, at the approaching Com-ention, that they will 
not abandon a Church which they cannot fail to love and to venerate 80 

long as piety and virtue shall continue to maintain the least portion of 
nce in of m rmit m to add, t eel a 
ence th Donati ot be dis d, and t Den 
ntion, w to be ho the firs ay in 1\1 will 

maDlfest to the Church and to the world that the zeal of both clergy and 
laity remains unabated. Such is the confidence and such the sincere 
prayer of Your brother in Christ, 

"JAMES 

"Bishop Prot. Ep 
ON, 

rcn. ill " 

In the year 1796, the vestry obtained the services of the Rev. 
George Young, for one Sunday in three, (the other two being 
en ed to the ad'oining arish of Lunenburg) agreeing to pay 

the sum 0 hund d fifty , besid rent 
e glebe he year the Re Sewar s his 

services one Sunday in three, and receives two hundred doll&l'8 
with the glebe. Here the vestry-book ends, except an entry of an 
election of vestrymen in 1802. 

e follow a list of stryme 1787 t :-

illiam P y, illiam M , ohn Fa , John S , Lero, 
Peachy, Griffin Fauntleroy, Thaddens Williams, J. Hammond, Benjamin 
Smith, Samuel Hipkins, Epaphroditus Sydnor, Jno. Smith, Walker Tomlin, 
Richard Beale, llartholomew 1\lcCarty, David Williams, Ezekiel Levy, 

as Smith Dobyn WD McC illiam P J oha 
inn, Vi ranham, Colston, Miskell Tem· 
. M. Ye 

If there were any other minister or ministers in this parish until 
the Rev. Washington Nelson, in 1835, took cha.rge of it in COD-

on with nburg of the ounty, ople 
h, Wes nd, we not be to as the 

act. Under r. Nelson's c a.l'ge the arnham urc was 
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repaired at a cost of fourteen hundred dollars, and a new churoh 
built at the court-house, by the side of whose walls his body is 
interred. Mr. Nelson was succeeded in all his congregations by 
the Rev. William Ward. The Rev. Mr. Coffin succeeded him in 
Farnham and at the court-house, and continued about two yean, 
resigning them both in the summer of 1856. 

CHURCHBS IN NORTH FARNHAM PARISH. 

Besides the one now standing, there was another about half-way 
between it and the court-house, the foundation of whioh may ye~ 
be seen. It was probably deserted at the time that North Farnham 
Church was built; but when that was, cannot be discovered. We 
have mentioned that among the families once prominent in this 
parish-though now dispersed-were those of the Fauntleroys and 
Colstons. To each of these, within a few miles of Farnham Church, 
there were those unhappy receptacles of the dead, called va.ults, 
which were so common from an early period in the Northern 
Neck. What the precise condition of the former is, we have not 
heard, though we believe a bad one. As to the latter, the follow
ing note, which I find among my papors, gives what I doubt not is 
a true account :-

"The burying-place of the Colston family is on the Rappahannook River, 
about seven miles from North Faroham Church. The vault is in a dilapi
dated condition. It was originally arohed over with briok. A number 
of bones are exposed,--so muoh 80, that with but little difticulty an entire 
human frame could be collected. 

The following account of Old Farnham Church 1n my report to 
the Convention of 1838 will complet~ my notioes of this pariah:-

" My appointment next in order was at Farnham Church, whioh had 
recently been 80 muoh -refitted, that on tbis account-because it is believed 
&hat none of tbe old cburches were ever consecrated-it was on Tuesday, 
&he 20th of June, set apart to the worsbip of God, according to tbe pre
IICribed form. A considerable congregation assembled on the oocasion, 
when I presohed,-the service having been read by the Rev. Franois 
MoGuire, and tbe deed of conseoration bl. Mr. Nelson, the pastor of th .. 
congregation. Tbis cburoh was first built more tban a hundred yeaJ'll 
19O, after tbe form of tbe CI'Ol!8, and in tbe best style of ancient archi
tecture. Its situation is pleasant and interesting,-being immediately on 
lIle main county road leading from Richmond Court-House to Lanoaster 
Court-House . 

• , What canses led to its early desertion, premature spoliation, and 
shameless profanation, I am unable to state; but it is said by the neigh
bours not to have been used for the last thirty or forty years. ThUl 
deserted as a house of God, it became !I. prey to any and every spoiler 

"0 ... 11.-]2 
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An extenl!ive brick wall which surrounded tbe church and ~rded the 
graves of the dead was tom down and used for hearths, cbimneys, and 
other purposes, all the county round. The interior of the house BOOn sunk 
into decay and was carried piecemeal away. For many years it Wall the 
OODlmon receptaule of every beast of tbe field and fowl of tbe air. It wu 
used as a granary, stable, a resort for hogs, and every thing that cbose to 
ahelter there. Would that. I could stop herel but I am too oredibly in
formed that for years it was also used as a distillery of poisonous liquors; 
and that on the very spot where now the sacred pulpit stands, that veuel 
was placed in which the precious fruits of Heaven were concocted and 
evaporated into a fell poison, equally fatal to the BOuls and bodies of men; 
while the marble font was circulated from house to house, on every 0cca

sion of mirth and foUl,-being used to prepare materials for feasting 
ad drunkennees,-untll at length it was found bruised, battered, and 
deeply sunk in the cellar of BOlDe deserted tavern. But even that sacred 
yessel has been redeemed, and, having been carefully repaired, has resumed 
its place within the sacred enclosure. Although the doors of the house 
had been enlarged, by tearing away the bricks, to make a paeaege for the 
wagons that conveyed the fruits that were to be distilled into the means 
of disease and death; although the windows were gone and the roof sunk 
into decay,-the walls only remaining,-yet were they BO faithfully exe
outed by the workmen of other days as to bid defiance to storms and 
tempests, and to stand not merely as monuments of the fidelity of ancient 
architecture, but as signals from Providence, held out to the pious and 
liberal to come forward and repair the desolation. Nor bave these signala 
been held out in vain to some fast friends of the Church of their fathers 
in the parish of North Farnham. At an expense of fourteen hundred 
dollars, they have made Old Farnham one of the most agreeable, con. 
venient, and beautiful churches in Virginia. It should also be mentioned 
that the handsome desk, pulpit, and sounding-board now to be seen in 
Farnham Church were once in Christ Churcb, Baltimore, when the Rev. 
Mr. J ohus officiawd in tbe same. They were a present from the minister 
ud vestry of that church; and few events could give more ~leaeure to 
the congregation at Farnham than to see them again oceUpled by the 
former tenant, and to bear from his lips, if only one or two of those Un. 
pre88ive appeals which have BO often been heard from the 88IOe." 

LUNENBURG PARISH, RIOHMOND OOUNTY. 

The first information we have of this parish is from communi
cations made to the Bishop of London by the Rev. Mr. Kay, itll 
minister, between the years 1740 and 1750, as well as my memory 
serves me, not having the documents before me at this time. A 
most painful and protracted controversy took place between him 
and a portion of his vestry ,--especially Colonel Landon Carter. 
Though the doors of the church were closed against Mr. Kay, such 
was the advocacy of him by a portion of the vestry and many of 
the people that he preached in the churchyard for some time. The 
dispute appears to have been about the right of Mr. Kay to the 
parish in preference to another who was desired by some of the 
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festry and people. The cause was carried before the G(/\"crnot 
and Council, and from thence to the higher court in Engla.nd. 
The sympathy of the Commissary and the clergy appears to have 
been with Mr. Kay. How it was finally settled in the English 
courts does not appear, but we find Mr. Kay in Cumberland pa.rish, 
Lunenburg county, in the year 1754.* In that year the Rev. Mr 
Simpson becomes minister of Lunenburg parish, Richmond county. 
How long he continues, and whether anyone intervenes between 
him and the Rev. William Giberne, who becomes the minister i. 
1762, is not known. The name and memory of Mr. Giberne have 
come down to our times with considerable celebrity. The first 
notice I have of him is in a letter to the Bishop of London, in whicll 
he inveighs with severity on some things in the Church of Virginia. 
On the Bishop of London's writing to Commi888ry Robinson con
cerning them, the Commi88ary denies the charge in its fulness, and 
says that it comes with ill grace from Mr. Giberne, who himself sets 
an ill example, being addicted to card-playing and other things 
unbecoming the clerical character. 

All the accounts I have received of him correspond with this. 
He was a man of talents, of great wit and humour, and his home a 
pleasant place to the like-minded,-especially attractive to the 
young. He lived at the place now owned by the Brockenbrough 
family, near Richmond Court-House. He.ma.rried a daughter of 
Moore Fauntleroy and Margaret Micou. Her father was Paul 
Micou, a Huguenot who fled from Nantes in 17I1.t In the follow
ing communication from a friend in Richmond county there is more 
particular mention of Mr. Gibcrne, in ~onnection with some inte 
resting particulars about the two churohes in Lunenburg parish. 

"The church here, which I remember, was situated near the publio 
road, near our court-house, and was surrounded bllarge' and beautiful 
&ree8, affording a fine shade in summer to those visiting the church. The 
ground was enclosed by a brick wall, which was finally overthrown by the 
growing roots of a magnificent oak. Like most of the old churches in Vir
ginia, it was built of brick, ·finished in the best manner, and cruoiform in 
ahape; the pulpit was very elevated, and placed on the BOuth side at aD. 

* In diJfel'8llt vestry-books I lind the lWIle sometimes Kay ad a' othen Key. 
There may have been miDistera of both names. 

t .u the old Port lIIicou estate on the Rappah&Dnock _y still be IMD. the large, 
11 .. "1. iron-atone or black marble tombstoue of this Paulllliocu, the In, of the 
_e who oame into thie country. By reason of ite weight &Dd the lighmeaa of 
the lOil, It aiDks every few yean somewhat beIleath the earth, but is raised up again. 
The iDBcription is as followe:-" Here lies the body of Paul Micon, who departed this 
lit, the 28d of May, 1786, hi the Hl'enty-eighth year of hi' age." 
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angle near the ~entre of the buildin~. The aisles were floored with large 
stoneR, square and smoothly dressed, and the pews with planks. They 
were high at the sides and panelled, and better suited for devotion than our 
ohurches at the present day. The ohurch was olaimed by an individual, 
when in ruins, and the materials from time to time removed and used for 
variO\lS dODleetio purposes. 

" It was built. according to the recolleotion of an individual now liVIng, 
in 1787, and he remembers to have seen the date marked in the mortar, 
'Built in 1737.' This building remained until about 1813, when its walla 
were thrown down by the outward pressure of the roof, whioh bad fallen 
from decay. The Rev.lsaae Wm. Giberne was the pastor of this church. 
He was an Englishman, and I think the nephew of the Bishop of Durham. 
I ascertained the fact from an inscription in an old Prayer-Book, which 
was in the posaession of Mr. Gibcrne, and which after his death came into 
my hands. It had belonged to her Majesty Queen Anne, and was used 
by her in her private chapel: on her demise it wall retained by her chap
lain. The inscription further etsted it was intended to be presented to the 
C Bodleian Library,' in which the Prayer-Books of two of the crowned heads 
of England had been preserved. 

" Mr. Giberne commenced his servicea in this church in January, 1762, 
as we learn froOt t,he parish re¢ster, and continued to officiate in this and 
the 'Upper Church,' as it was called, until incapacitated by a~e. He was 
a man of great goodness of heart and Christian benevolence, highly edUCII.ted, 
well read, and extensively acquainted with the ancient and English claesio 
writers. 

"After an interval of BOme eight or ten years or more, Mr. Giberue W1I8 

followed in his pastoral duties by the Rev. W. George Young, an English
man, who, I beheve, occupied the glebe in 1800 or 1802. I am unable to 
learn how long he continued, but he removed, and the glebe, like many 
others, was BOld under an Act of Assembly. 

"The silver vessels consisted of a massive silver tankard, goblet, and 
plate. These remained in the keeping of our family untileold by a decree 
of the Court. They were purchased by the late Colonel John Tayloe, of 
Mount Airy, and by him presented to St. John's Church, Washington. 

"The principal families attachcd to the old church here were the Car
ters, Tayloes, Lees, (Colonel F. L. Lee, of Manakin,) Beckwiths, Nealea, 
Garlands, Belfields, 1Jroekenbroughs, Rusts, Balls, Tomlins, &c. 

" The 'Upper Church,' as it was commonly called, situated in the upper 
part of this county, has been long a ruin, the spot marked only by the 
mounds of crumbling bricks. Mr. Giberne was the last minister who 
regularly officiated in it. The families chiefly br.longing to its congrega
tion were the Fauntleroys, Lees, Belfields, Beales, Mitchells, Jenningat'8, 
&c. It would be impossible to ascertain at this time, I presume, when 
this church was built. 

" There was but one other church in 'old times' in the county of Rich
mond: it was Farnham Church, which continued in tolerable repair until 
after 1800. I think in 1802 there was regular service in this church by 
a Mr. Brockenbrough, a minister of the Church, a remarkably small man, 
811 I recollect him, so diminutive that he required a block in the pUlpit to 
stand on. He did not live at the glebe, but at Cedar Grove, the property 
of a Miss McCall, and kept a grammar-school there. After this time the 
church became dilapidated, and no service was performed in it; in truth, 
it was completely dflSecrated, and served as a shelter for cattle, 1'0gB, and 
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hol'8e8 for many years. Its walls, however. were permitted to stand, and 
its magnificent oaks allowed to grace the place and to give their friendly 
shade to the weary traveller who halted at the neighbouring tavern to re
fresh himself and horse. Wben we look back on this period of infidelit.y 
and heathenism in this oounty, when the old churches were pulled down 
or permitted to faU to decay, when no religious instruct:'on was to be found, 
no declaration of t.he Gospel but by an itinerant preacber, little calculated 
to awaken tbe slumbering people, we are led to wonder how tbe land 
escaped some signal mark of divine vengeance,-that some calamity had 
not overshadowed it to caU its thoughtless and wicked inhabitants back fA) 

the Christian fold. 
"I have never heard what became of the saored vessels belonging to 

this ohurch. The glebe was in the occupanoy of Dr. Thomas Tarpley, .. 
well-educated and highly.polished man; .how it came into his possession I 
Dever knew,-probably by purchase at public sale." 

After the Rev. Mr. Young, mentioned in the foregoing commu
nication, I know of no minister until the Rev. Washington Nelson, 
in 1834 or 1885, who took charge of this parish in connection with 
those of North Farnham and Cople. At his death the Rev. Mr. 
Ward succeeded to all three of the parishes, and at his resignation, 
a young man, whose name I forget, was minister of Lunenburg for 
part of a year. He was succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Coffin for two 
years. 

The most remarkable of the old seats in this parish, known to 
the writer, are those of Sabine Hall, belonging to the Carters, and 
of Mount Airy, belonging to the Tayloes. Having in a preceding 
article given some account of the Carter family, which has so 
abounded in the Northern Neck, I subjoin a brief genealogy of the 
Tayloes, who have appeared on our vestry-books in the Northern 
Neck from their first settleme~t to the present time. 

THB TAYLOB PAMILY. 

"William Tayloe, (probably Taylor at that day,) of London, emigrated 
to Virginia about 1650. He married Anne, a daughter of Henry Corbin, 
(who was settled in Kinp: and Queen county,) the anoestor of the Corbins. 
John Tayloe, son of William and Anne, married Mrs. Elizabeth L,de, 
daughter of Major Gwyn, of Essex county. Their children were Wilham, 
John, Betty, and Anne Corbin. The first died young. John was the 
rOllDder of Mount Airy. Betty married Colonel Riohard Corbin, grand. 
IOn of Henry Corbin. Anne Corbin married Mann Page, of Mansfield, 
Dear Fredericksburp:. 

"The last-named John Tayloe, of 1\lount Airy, was a member of the 
Counoil of Virginia, before the War of the Revolution, and was re-elected 
with his colleague by the House of Burgesses during the progress of the 
war. He died suddenly on the 18th April, 1779, leaving a large family. 
He had twelve children, of whom eight daughters and one son snrvived 
hiM. His wife wall Reoocca Plater. sister of the Honourable Governor 
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George Plater, of Maryland, whom he married in 1747. She died in 1787 
Their eight daughters married,-lst, Elizabeth, to Governor Edward Lloyd, 
in 1767, of Maryland; 2d, Rebecca, to Francis Lightfoot Lee, the signer 
of thtl Deolaration of Independence in 1769; 3d, Eleanor, to Ralph 
Wonnly, of Middlesex, in 1772; 4th, Anne Oorbin, to Thomas Lomax, 
of Oaroline, in 1773; 5th, Mary, to Mann Page, or Spottaylvania, in 1776; 
6th, Catherine, to Landon Oarter, of Richmond county, in 1780; 7th, 
Jane, to Robert Beverley, of Essex, in 1791; 8th, Sarah, to Oolonel Wm 
Auguatine Washington, of Westmoreland, in 1799. 

"John, BOn of the foregoing John and Rebecca, third of the name, .... 
born in 1771, the only BOn in a Woil1 of twelve. In 1792 he married 
Anne, daughter of Governor Benjamm Ogle, of Maryland. He died in 
Washington in 1828. Their children were fifteen, of whom three died 
young, and eleven (six BOns and five daughters) survive4 their father. 
Their mother died in 1855, at tbe unusnal age or eighty-three. Five sona 
and three daughters bave survived her. Their eldest BOn, Jobn, entered 
tbe navy, and was distinguished in the battles of tbe Oonstitution with the 
Guerriere and with the Cyane and Levant. After the first action the State 
of Virginia presented him witb a sword. He was captured in the Levant 
by a British squadron whilst lying at Port Praya, Oape de Verde Islands. 
He died in 1824 at Mount Airy, having resigned, shortly before, his rank 
of lieutenant in the navy, to which he was promoted BOOn after his first 
action. Benjamin Ogle Tayloe. the second BOn, resides in Washington. 
Three otber BODS-William, Edward, and George-reside in Virginia, 
and one in Alabama,-Henry Tayloe, an active member or the Ohurt'h in 
that State. John Tayloe, a ~ndson. resides at Ohatterton, in the county 
of King George." 

From the earliest accounts of this family, they have been either 
warm friends of the Church, or in full communion with it. Many 
of the male members of the family have been active and liberal 
,.eatrymen. 
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ARTIOLE LXIII. 

Pa,;,'hu in King George Ooum,. 

KINe GBoRaB county was taken out of Richmond county in tho 
year 1720, at which time Richmond county extended as far on one 
side of the Rappab'annock as Essex did on the other, which was, I 
believe, near the Falls of the Rappahannock or Fredericksburg. 
It did not extend frbm the Rappahannock to the Potomac, &8 West
moreland and King George now do, for Westmoreland and StafFord* 
extended along the Potomac, while Richmond and King George 
lay on the Rappahannock. Formerly there were two parishes in 
King George,-Hanover and Brunswick, lying along the Rappa
hannock, the latter reaching up to the falls at Fredericksburg, for 
we find Mr. W. Fitzhugh, of Ohatham, opposite Fredericksburg, 
representing Brunswick parish in the Oonventions of 1785 and 1786. 
In 1776, the boundaries of Sta1ford and King George were changed, 
and each of them made to extend from river to river, instead of 
being divided by a longitudinal line running east and west. At 
this time St. Paul's parish, and part of Overwharton, formerly in 
Stafford, were thrown into King George county, and that of Bruns
wick parish into Sta1ford. There are, therefore, now in King 
George, St. Paul's parish, on the Potomac side, and Hanover, chiefly 
on the Rappahannock. In the parish of Brunswick there was 
formerly a church BOme miles below Fredericksburg, whose ruins, 
01' the traces of whose foundation, may yet, I am told, be seen. 

• 8tatford is IrBt mentioned among the oounties in 1666, in the following manner. 
It _ml that, bealdes the pri,,&te looms of WU'YIra. there WII required by Act of 
ADembly a publio one in elOh oounty, with oertain exoeptions :_U Pro'Yided that 
the executing hereof in the oounties of Rappahannook, 8t&trord, Wlltmoreland, 
&lid Northumberland, who, by the neWDeII of their ground, pretend themlll,," in
upable of making pro'Yieion for the soon employment of a WI&'YIr, be respited for 
'own years after the date hereof." From this Aot we may see what WII the state 
of the whole Northern Neck of Virginia in 1668, nearly sixty years after the IrBt 
leWement of the Colony. It either WII not, or pretended not to be, able to support 
ODe wea"er at publio expenae. It is pleuing to think that therewII& better state 
uf thinge II to religion, and that thl'ft were lI'Y1ral ministers in the diatrict at the 
abo'Ye-mentioned period. 
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There was also a church in Falmouth which belonged to this pariah. 
and in which I have preached at an early day of my ministry. 

In Hanovet parish there were, from 1779 to 1796, two churches, 
-viz.: Strother's, between Port Conway and Oakenbrough, and 
Round Hill, under the charge of the ministers of the parish. 
Until the year 1777, Round Hill Church was in Washington parish, 
Westmoreland, but certain changes in the boundaries of King 
George and Westmoreland in that year threw Round Hill Church 
into King George county and Hanover parish. As we have but 
little to say of Hanover parish, we will say it at once. We cannot 
ascertain the precise time of its establishment. It was in existence 
in 1720, and probably established in that year, as King George 
was then cut oft' from Richmond county. In 1758, we find on one 
of our lists the name of William Davis as its rector. In the yean 
1773, 1774, and 1776, we find the Rev. William Davies. But in 
the mean time the Rev. Mr. Boucher was .the minister of the parish 
for some year&. 

We have nothing on. any of our lists, or in the vestry-book of 
this parish, concerning this distinguished man, and for the plain 
reason that we have no list or vestry-book covering the period of 
his ministry in Hanover parish. He was ordained for this parish 
in 1762, having been resident in Virginia since he was sixteen 
years of age, and probably in that part of Virginia. He was an 
intimate friend of General Washington, and, as has been stated in 
the article on Caroline county, dedicated a volume of sermons to 
Washington. He was selected by the General as a travelling-com
panion and guide to young Custis, son of Mrs. Washington, when 
it was contemplated that he should make the tour of Europe. The 
following extract from a letter of General Washington on the 
subject will at the same time explain the causes of the relinquish
ment of this plan, and show the amiableness and sound judgment 
displayed by him on the occasion. Mr. Boucher was the tutor to 
young Custis at Annapolis, in the year 1771, when the letter was 
written of which the following is an extract:-

Ie Upon the whole, it is impossible for me at this time to give a more 
decisive answer, however strongly inolined I may be to put you upon • 
'J8rtainty in this affair, than I have done i and I should think myself want
ing in candour, if I ooncealed any oiroumstance from you which leads me 
to fear that there is • possibility, if not. probability, that the whole 
design may be totally defeated. Before I ever thought myself at liberty 
to encourage the plan, I judged it highly reasonable and necessary thai 
his mother should be consulted. I laid your first letter and proposal. 
before her, and desired that she would reflect well before she resolved, ... 
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au UDSteady behaviour might be a disadvantage to you. Her determina
bon was, that if it appeared to be his inclination to undertake this tour 
and it should be judged for his benefit, she would not oppose it, whatever 
pangs it might give her to part with him. To this declaration she still 
adheres, but in so faint a manner, that I think, with her fears and his in
ditrerence, it would soon be declared that he bad no inclination to go. I 
do not say that this will be the case. I oannot speak positively; but, as 
this is the result of my own reflections on the matter, I thought it bnt 
fair to communicate it to you. Several causes have, I believe, conourred 
to make her view his departure, as the time a~proaohes, \vith more reluOo 
tance than she expected. The unhappy situation of her daughter has in 
aome degree fixed her eyes upon him as her only hope. To what I have 
already said, I can only add, that my warmest wishes are to see him pro
lleCute a plan, at a proper period, which I may be sure will redound to his 
advantage, and that nothing shall be wanting on my part to aid and assist 
him." 

It seems that Mr. Custis preferred an early marriage to a Euro
pean tour, and so the matter ended. 

We return from this digression to the other ministers of Hanover 
parish. We have a vestry-book beginning in 1779, which shows 
that in 1780 the Rev. Rodham Kennor (an old Virginia name) was 
chosen its minister. In 1785, he resigned and removed to his farm 
in Fauquier. The next year the Rev. John Low became its minister, 
and continued until 1796, when he was allowed to preside in the 
vestry till the end of the year, on coudition that he would resign 
at that time, which he did in a letter recorded in the vestry-book. 
We know of no other minister being in this parish until its reor
ganization and the election of the Rev. Mr. Friend, who has recently 
left it. The following list of vestrymen from 1779 to 1796 will 
show who were the leading friends of the Church in that pa.rish. 
Messrs. Piper, Wofrendall, Kendall, Jett, Boon, Lovall, Marshall, 
Kirk, Conway, Washington, Bernard, Johnson, Dade, Stewart, 
Dishman, Flood, Oldham, Berry. Mr. Johnson was reader at 
Round Hill Church, and Mr. Thornby at Strother's. Two orders 
on the vestry-book serve to throw light on the manners of the 
parish. One directs Mr. Ashton to try to procure four locks for 
the glebe-house, evidently showing that there was difficulty and 
nncertainty about it. This speaks well for the honesty of the 
times, locks being so little used that they were hard to be gotten. 
The other is not so creditable to the temperance of the times and 
parish, as it directs that" forty pounds of tobacco be paid for two 
quarts of brandy for burying a poor woman," -that is, for use at 
the fnneral. 

A few words will suffice for the history of the parish since the 
year 1796. Some years since, a number of families in the upper 
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part I)f it-the Tayloes, Masons, Turners, &c.-united in builuw.g 
a nefot brick church near the court-house, for which they secured 
the pJ.rtial services of the Rev. Mr. Friend, by which means a very 
respectable congregation has been formed. As stated above, Mr. 
Friend has recently resigned his charge. 

Since writing the above, we have been indebted to the kindness 
and diligence of one or two friends for some further information 
concerning this parish, obtained from the old records of the court. 
In the years 1725, 1727, and 1787, the names of the Rev. Mr. 
Skaife, Mr. Edyard, and Mr. Mackay, appear on the record, though 
it is not knoWD with what parishes they were connected. The fol
lowing were the names of vestrymen between the years 1728 and 
1779:-John Grimsley, James Kay, William Strother, Rowland 
Thornton, Thomas Turner, * John Furguson, Jos. Strother, Maxi
milian Robinson, Willia.m Thornton, Joseph Murdock, Joseph Jones, 
George Tankersley, George Riding, Thomas Vivian, Isaac Arnold, 
Samuel Skinker, Harry Turner, Charles Carter, Johu Triplett, 
Thomas Jett, Thomas Hodges, Richard Payne, Thomas Berry, 
Horatio Dade, John Skinker, William Robinson, George Marsha.ll, 
John Washington, TOWDsend Dade, Robert Stith, Henry Fitzhugh, 
Jr., Laurence Washington, Sen., John Pollard, William Fitzhugh, 
Laurence Ashton, Thomas Hood, William Newton, William Bruce, 
James Kenyon, John Taliafero, Joseph Jones, James Hunton, John 
Taliafero, Jr. Whether all these belonged to Hanover parish I 
thiuk doubtful. In the year 1744, there is a suit in King George 
Court in the name of Henry Downs and Zachary Ta.ylor, (doubt
less the ancestor of our late President,) the churchwardens of St. 
Thomas's Church, Orange county. 

* The families of Tayloes and Turnen are the moat ancient with which I am 
acquainted in the parish of Hanonr. Of the former I han ginn Bome account in 
my artiole on Lunenburg parish, Richmond oounty. The fint of the Turnen was 
a physioian who came to Virginia about 1650 or 1660, and settled iil the Tery region 
DOW ocoupied by his deacendanta, on the banb of the Rappahannook, in HanoTer 
pariah. He left two Bon8, Harry and Thomas. The latter died young. Harry mar
ried the only BurTiTiDg daughter of Mr. Nicholas Smith, of "Smith'a Moun"" in 
Westmoreland, by whom he became p08BeBBed of that estate, which he bequeathed 
to hiB POBterity, and which has goDe by the name of the seat of the Turner famill. 
He and his wife Elisabeth are both buried there, &8 are al80 their parenta. The 
tombstonea 8till remain and testify of them. Mr. Harry Turner left 001, one eon, 
Thomae, who married a daughter of Colonel William Fauntleroy, of Naylor'8 Hole, 
in Richmond county, about the year 1767, and lef\ a family of eight chlldren,-four 
10IIII and four daughters. The acnB were Henry, Thomas, Riohard, and George,
the descendants of whom, &8 well &8 of the daughten, are di8peraed throughou. 
the State; a number of them liTing in Kinll George, where, &8 we haTe B&id, the 
IrBt anoeaton 8ettled. 

Digitized by Google 



J'AMILIBS OJ' VIRGINIA.. 187 

BRUNSWICK PARISH. 

A short notice will suffice for Brunswiok pariah. This was alao 
in existence in 1720: In 1754 and 1758, the Rev. Daniel MoDo
nald W&8 its minister. In the year 1786, we find the parish, or a 
portion of it, included in Stafford county. It was no doubt taken 
into it at the establishment of the new boundaries between it and 
King George, in the year 1776. I have already mentioned that 
there was a churoh a few miles from Fredericksburg, within the 
llarish of Brunswiok. It was called Muddy Creek Churoh, and 
about nine miles from Fredericksburg. Muddy Creek is now the 
\oundary-line between King George and Stafford. At a later 
period, Lamb's Creek Church was the churoh of Brunswick parish. 
l'he stepping-stone at the door bears the date of 1782, but the 
.hurch may have been built before that. From the records of the 
court we find that a Mr. Anthony Hainy was churohwarden in this 
pariah as far baok as 1734, and Mr. Charles Carter and John 
Champe in 1739. Mr. Charles Carter was also vestryman in 1750. 

ST. PAUL'S PARISH, KING GEORGB COUNTY. 

Our authority for the earlier part of the history of this parish is 
a vestry-book beginning in 1766, dnring the rectorship of the Rev. 
William Stuart. who, according to the Rev. Robert Rose, was a man 
of eloquenoe and popularity and high character. 

There is also a register of the marriages, and of the births, bap
tisms, and deaths of both white and black. Much of it is torn out. 
Its first entry is in 1722. At that time, and long before, the Rev. 
David Stuart was the minister. He continued to be so until his 
death, in 1749, when he was succeeded by his son, William Stuart, 
who was probably his father's assistant for some time before his 
death. The SOD died in 1796. The earlier part of my mother'8 
life was spent under his ministry, and I have often heard her speak 
in high praise of him. He was in bad health for some years before 
his death. The following is his letter of resignation:-

"To THE VB8TILY OJI ST. PAUL's PARISH. 

" GBNTLEMEN :-1 have been ourate of this pariah upward of ion) 
years. My own conscience bears me witness, and I trust my parishioners 
(though manyof them have fallen asleep) will also witness, that until age 
find infirmities disabled me I always, 80 far as my infirmities would allow, 
faithfully discharged my duties as a minister of tbe Gospel. It has given 
me many honn of anxious concern that the services of the Church should 
be 10 long discontinued on my account. The spirit indeed is willing, bu& 
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the fteeh ia weak, I therefore entreat the favour of you to provide me .. 
BUccellllOr U BOon U you can, that divine service may be discontinued n6 
longer; and at the end of the year the glebe ahall be given up io him by 
your afl'ectionate servant, 

"WILLIAM STUART," 

It is most probable that the father's term of service was equal 
to that of his son's; and it 80, we should go back to near the be
ginning of the century with the ministry of the two,-and that 
would carry us to a period not far from that in which the first of 
the Fitzhughs-Mr. William Fitzhugh-of this region wrote to 
the Bishop of London urging him to Bend them a sober and pious 
minister. Mr. Fitzhugh lived at Bedford, in what is now King 
George but was then Westmoreland, and there was a church and 
graveyard near his residence (Bedford) on the Potomac. A second 
church was built near the present, and a few miles only from the 
first. Before closing our notice of Mr. William Stuart, I must ex
tract from the record an entry which shows that, though he lived 
some years after his resignation, his zeal for theChurch did not abate : 
though unable to preach, he was able and willing to give. Whea 
a subscription was raised for his successor, Mr. Parsons, (the Esta
blishment being put down,) his name stands first on the list for ten 
pounds,-no other exceeding three. The voluntary system was 
then in its infancy, and only fifty-seven pounds were raised; but 
this was as much as the most of the parishes paid their ministers 
under the Establishment. Mr. Parsons was never admitted to 
Priests' Orders: for what reason I am unable to say. It is not 
wonderful that on this account the religious conditiou of the parish 
should have rapidly declined, and at his death, in 1808, was in so 
deplorable a state. The house of worship, which, at successive 
periods from the year 1766, had been begun, completed, and re
paired, and become one of the best of the cruciform churches in 
Virginia, was permitted to fan into ruins,-except its well-built 
walls. In the year 1838, I gave the following account of a visit 
paid to it many years before :-

"On Thursday and Friday, services were performed in St. Paw', 
Church, King George county. I preached in the morning of each uay, 
and Mr. Nelson and l\lr.I!'riend in the afternoon. Here I baptized thzee 
ohildren and confirmed two persons and administered the Communion. 
About twenty-six years ago, (in the year 1812 or 1813,) the Rev. Mr. 
Norris and myself visited this place together. St. Paul's was then in ruio.. 
The roof was ready to fall; and not a window, dcor, pew, or timber remained 
below. Nevertheless, notice was given that we would preach there. A 
rude, temporary pulpit or stand was railled at Qne angle of the cross, IUld 
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from tbat we performed service and aJdressed the people. On the night 
before the meeting a heavy rain had faUen, and the water WBa in small 
pools here and there where the floor onoe was, 80 that it was diffioult to 
find a dry &pOt on whioh the attendants might stand. Suoh was its oon
dition twenty-six years ago, and thaa did it oontinue for some yean after, 
until the Legislature granted leave to citizens of the oounty to oonvert it 
into an academy. This being done, it was used oonjointly as a seminary 
of learning and plaoe of worship. At length, the seminary being ne~leoted, 
and the house useless for purposes of education, as well as inoonveDlent for 
publio worship, the neighbours petitioned th(\ Legislature to restore it to 
1ts rightful owners and original purposes; "hioh being done, it was oon
verted baok again into a temple of (}Qd,-one part of it being divided 
into three small rooms for the residenoe of a minister, and the other part
three-fourths of the whole house-being handsomely fitted up for publio 
worshin. It is now one of the most convenient and delightfUl churches in 
Virgin1a."* 

The following extract from the letters of a friend and relative 
in King George, (Dr. Abraham Hooe,) who has long faithfully 
served as vestryman of the parish, and who has carefully examined 
its records, will complete our notice of it:-

"At a meeting of the vestry on the 19th of January, 1797, the re
signation was accepted by the following order :-, That the .Rev_ William 
Stuart having resigned as rector of St. Paul's parish, and having petitioned 
the vestry to appoint him a succes.<ror, we, the vestry of said parish, do 
receive the Rev. John Parsons to officiate as Deacon agreeably to the 
canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church.' 

"Mr. Parsons survived until some time in 1808, as I learned. I sup
pose it was subsequent to his death that the church went into rnins. Then 
the glebcs were sold, and the very life of the Church here seems to have 
gone out. During the interval between the death of Mr. Parsons and 
1817, you and others would occasionally come and minister to our fathers 
and mothers: and afford them the opportunity of placing their dear chil
dren in covenant with their God; and I believe the late Dr. Keith, of the 
Seminary,--at that time a private tutor in the parish,-was in the habit 
of Iay-readin~ within the ruins. But these rnins were not only used for 
occasional rehgious servioes; they were a resort (for shelter they furnished 
none) for the beasts of the field as well as for the soldiers of the camp, and 
furnished material for plunder to all the ruthless of the land. In men
tioning the kindness of those who would oome among us, I cannot omit 
to refer to that of the Rev . John MoGuire, who had so often taken part in 

------------------------------------------------
* An old A.frican woman, who, in her youth, had been brought to Virginia and 

pioullly brough' up in some good family, neal' St. Paul's, and oarried there e1'81"1 
Sunday and taught to join in the lenice, became eo attached to the plaoe and mode 
of WOJ'l!hip, that after the chUl't'h was deserted of minister and people, and her 
fellow-servants were all going to other meetings and joining in other ways of praying, 
oed regularly to go to the old place and sit upon one of the naked sleepeJ'l! by her
!!elf, for eome time e1'81"1 Sabbeth. Upon being questioned and perhaps ridiculed 
for this, ahe said it did her more good to go to the old ohurch and think oYer by 
laeraelf the old prayera she W88 uaed to, than to go into any of the new _Y8. 
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those • asaociations' which, though of course less frequent, at une time 
seemed to be looked for with almost the same regularity as the stated 
services of the Church, and with no leaa interest. On the 18th of May, 
1816, a vestry was again organized, and Richard Stuart and Townshend 
S. Dade, son and grandson of the late rector, Mr. Stuart, were appointed 
delegates to the Convention to be held in Richmond, thU8 reorganizing 
the pariah after an interval of 80 many years. The vestry elected con
sisted of Richard Stuart, 'l'ownshend S. Dade, Abraham B. Hooe, Lang
horne Dade, John J. Stuart, William F. Grymes, Cadwallader I. Dade, 
and Charles MUleY, Sen.; but not until the 11th of December, 1817, 
were the servicea of a minister obtained. Then the Rev. Joseph R. An
drews, also a private tutor in the. neighbourhood, was elected as rector. 
This gentle and godly man officiated in the Academy and, I believe, at 
King George Court-HoUBe, as well as at Port Royal, for several years, when, 
feeling himself called to the work of miBBions, (honoured of Heaven,) he 
left his native land to find an early martyr's pve on the unfriendly shore 
of Africa, and I have the pleasant recollection of having helped him to 
pack his little all in my father's hoUBe . 

.. In 1822, the Rev. Joaias Clapham was called to the charge of this 
pariah, and his last official signature on the vestry-book bea.ra date May 8, 
1824. How long subsequently he may have continued in charge d088 not 
appeal', and, being from home for several years about that time, I do not know 
myself. He, however, preached in Washington pariah, Westmoreland 
county, and in a small meeting-house near Round Hill Church in this 
county, for 80me years afterward, when he removed to Halifax county, 
from which time his history is unknown to me further than to be able to 
say I am sure he has received the reward of thc righteoU8, for he was a 
good man and a faithful and strict follower of his Lord and l\laster. Even 
the days jU8t spoken of were days of destitution with ua; but, as in the 
days of the ruins, 80 in those of our destitution, one and another minister 
of our Church would once and again come to preach the word to 11ft i and 
none were more kind and true in 80 doing than the Rev. Charles Mann, 
now of this diocese, but then rector of William and Mary pariah, jU8' 
across the Potomac River, in Charles county, Maryland, tbe grateful re
collection of which kindness can only cease with the lives of those of U8 
who remember it . 

.. It was also cU8tomary in those days for the Methodists to have stated 
appointments to preach at the Academy, as did occaaiollf&lly the Baptists 
and Presbyterians, up to the time of the Repeal Act restoring to us our 
church. On the 11th of January, 1828, the Rev. Edward W. Peet, now 
at Des Moines, Iowa, was chosen minist.er of the pariah. He, I think, had 
been at first, in 1827, sent to U8 by the Dioceaau Missionary Society, and, 
having been elected as abovc, he continued our minister until 1830, when 
he resigned, to take charge of St. John's Church, Richmond, and was 
succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Goldsmith, who was elected on the 20th of 
August of that year. It was mainly owing to the exertions of l\lr. Peet 
that the restoration of the church to its former and rightful proprietors may 
be attributed, as was certainly the new roofing of Lamb's Creek, mentioned 
above. During his ministry there is reason to believe much interest in the 
08UBe of religion was awakened among ua, and from that time on, the 
borders of the Church have been enlarged. The Rev. Mr. Goldsmith con
tinued in charge of our pariah and of Lamb's Creek UDited, most of the 
tilDe until his resignation of the former in April, 1837 i and it was during 
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his ministry that the consecration of the church took place. On the 22d 
of July following, the Rev. Charles Goodrich, Deacon, was chosen as rector 
of this and Lamb's Creek Churches, and entered on his duties on the 1st 
of October, 1887. Of his services among us I need only say his praise it 
on all our lips, and the love of him fills all our hearts. He left us at the 
end of a year for New Orleans, where he has been faithfully labouring i. 
his Master's cause. From October, 1838, to the fall of 1840, we welt: 
without the re~dar services of the Church. Repeated unavailing attempts 
were made to secure them, and in the mean time our kind and good neigh
bour, the Rev. William Friend, as he always has done in our need, would 
come among us and minister to Ufl, as his convenience would allow or oir
cumstances might require. On the 26th of June, 1840, the Rev. John 
Martin, now of Maryland, was elected, and continued as minister of this 
parish and Washington parish, in Westmoreland, until July, .1844, when 
he resigned, and was suoceeded by the Rev. Lewis Walke, Deaoon. Diffi
culty in. maintaining a minister in conjunction with other parishes having 
become manifest, it was determined to endeavour to do so ourselves, and 
Mr. Walke's services were obtained for our parish exclusively, and be 
oontinued to offioiate for us most faithfully until the summer of 1848, when 
&he pariah was again vacant until the fall of 1851, when the Rev. B. B. 
LeaCock took oharge of it, and we were favoured with his valuable services 
for ODe year, when he resigned, owing to iII health, 88 well as with a view 
to a mi88ion to Africa, and was succeeded by the Rev. Joseph A: RUBBell, 
our present rector. Of the glebes I can only say they were sold after the 
death of the last incumbent, Mr. Parsons, and as much of the proceeds of 
the sales as was needful were appropriated as before referred to,-the reo 
mainder being now a fund in the hands of a board of school-commi88ionera 
for the county, to aid in a system of education established under a late Aot 
of the Legislature. The earliest notice of the plate of this parish is an 
entry on the vestry-book as follows :-' On the 4th dal of June, 1802, the 
following articles of church-plate belonging to this pansh,-viz.: one large 
silver can, a silver ohalice and bread-plate,-were deposited in the care of 
Mr. John Parsons, the then incumbent. 

"'Signed, TOWNSEND DADE, Warden.''' 

These same articles of plate are now in possession of the parish, 
and I am sure are familiar to you. They had been, at some period 
prior to the abov~ date, the gift of Colonel Henry Fitzhugh, of 
StafFord, in this county, as appears from the following inscription 
on each piece :-" Given by Henry Fitzhugh, of StafFord county, 
St. Paul's parish, Gent., for the use of your church." There are 
also a large Bible and Prayer-Book belonging to the parish. The 
first has the following inscription in gilt letters on the back:
"Given for the use of the church in St. Paul's parish, by the Rev. 
Wm. Stuart, rector of the same, 1762." It is a Cambridge edition, 
appointed by his Majesty's special command to be read in churches, 
"Oum privilegi"," and its dedication is, "To our most high and 
mighty Prin~e James, by the grace of God King of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, the translators of the 
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Bible wish grace, mercy, and peace, through our Lord J~ 
Chmt." The inscription on the Prayer-Book is, "Presented to 
St. Paul's Church, King George county, by Miss Jane S. Parke, 
1881." Miss Parke was great grand-daughter to the Rev. William 
Stuart, the former rector. 

P.S.-Since the foregoing was written, the Rev. Mr. RUBBeD has 
left the parish, and the Rev. Mr. Stuart has taken his place. 

The following is the list of vestrymen of this parish from the year 
t 720 to the present time:-

Riohard Bernard, John Hooe, Riohard Foote, Captain John Alex
and&r, Captain Baldwin Dade, Colonel Henry Fitzhugh, Jerard Fowke, 
J"ohn Stith, Cadwallader Dade, John Stewart, John Alexander, Jr., 
Francis Thornton, John Washington, Thomas Pratt, Thomas Bun bury, 
(Thomas Stribling, reader,) Henry Fitzhugh, Jr., Wm. Fitzhugh, Wm. 
Fitzhugh, Jr., Samuel Washington, Laurenoe Washington, Townsend 
Dade, in the place of Samuel Washington, who removed in 1770; John 
Berryman, in 1771, in place of William Fitzhugh, removed out of the 
oounty; Robert Washin~n, Andrew Grant, Robert Stith, W. G. Stuart, 
William Hooe, Daniel Fitzhugh, Wm. Thornton, Wm. Stith, Henry Fitz
hugh, Robert Yates, Wm. Stork, Wm. Quarles, Thomas Short, Benjamin 
Grymes, Thomas Washington, Rioe W. Hooe, John B. Fitzhugh, John 
Waugh, Langhorne Dade, William Stone, Henry A. Ashton, Charles 
Stuart, J. K. Washington, Abraham B. Hooe, J. J. Stuart, William F. 
Grymes, Charles Massey, J. Queensbury, Robert Chesley, Needam Wash
ington, Alexsnder Keech, Franois C. Fitzhugh, B. O. Tayloe, Thomas 
Smith, Dr. Robert Parsons, G. B. Alexander, Henry Mustin, Gustavua 
B. Alexander, Hezekiah Potts, T. L. Lomax, Jacob W. Stuart, Heury 
T. Washington, Drury B. Fitzhugh, Benjamin R. Grymes, .John T. Wash· 
ington, W. E. Stuart, M. Tene~t. 

AN ACCOUNT OJ' THB FITZHUGH FAMILY; ESPBCIALLY OJ' 'IHB 

FIRST ANCBSTOR, WILLIAM FITZHUGH. 

The Fitzhugh family is a very ancient and honourable one in 
England. Some of its members were high in office and favour 
during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. The name is a com
bination of the two names Fitz and Hugh. Sometimes one, some
times the other, would precede, until at length they were united in 
Fitzhugh. The first who settled in this country was William Fits
hugh. His father was a lawyer in London, and himself of that 
profession. He settled in Westmoreland county, Virginia, when & 

young man, and married a Miss Tucker, of that county. He was 
born in the year 1650, and died in 1701. He left five sons,-Wil
liam, Henry, Thomas, George, and Jobn,-between whom, at his 
death, he divided 54,054 acres of land in King George, Staf"ord, 
and perhaps Essex. His sons and their descendants owned thE' 
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le&ia .JaIled Eagle-nest and Bedford in King George, and Bellaire 
and Boscobel in StafFord. He had one daughter named Rosamond, 
who married Colonel Oberton, of Westmoreland, but died without 
issue. His son William married Miss Lee, of Westmoreland. 
Henry married Miss Cooke, of Gloucester. Thomas and George 
married daughters of Colonel George Mason, of Stafford, and John, 
)fiBS McCarty, of Westmoreland. From these have sprung all the 
families of Fitzhughs in Virginia, Maryland, and Western New 
York. The Rev. Robert Rose married Ann, the daughter of Henry 
Fitzhugh, of Eagle-nest, in the year 1740. She lived to the year 
1789, surviving her husband thirty-five years. There are some 
things in the life and character of the father of this large family 
of Fitzhughs worthy to be mentioned for the benefit and satisfac-' 
tion of his posterity. I draw them from his pious and carefully
written will, and from a large manuscript volume of his letters, a 
copy of which was some years since gotten from the library of Cam
bridge, Massachusetts, by one of his descendants, and which is now 
in the rooms of the Historical Society of Virginia. 

It appears that he was, during the period that he exercised his 
profession, an eminent and most successful lawyer, and published 
in England a work on the laws of Virginia. He was much engaged 
in the management of land-causes for the great landholders, whethe, 
residing in England or America. He was cOUDsellor for the cele
brated Robert Beverley, the first of the name, and who was perts" 
outed and imprisoned for too much independence. He transacted 
business for, and purchased lands from, Lord Culpepper, when he 
held a grant from :({ing Charles for all Virginia. In all these 
transactions he appears to have acted with uprightness and without 
covetousness, for in his private letters to his friends he speaks of 
being neither in want nor abundance, but being content and 
happy; though before he died he acquired large tracts of lands 
at a cheap rate. The true cause of this was his being a sincere 
Christian. This appears from his letters to his mother and sister, 
to whom he remitted pecuniary assistance according to his ability, 
increasing it as his ability increased. The following brief letter to 
his mother in the year 1694 will exhibit his filial and pious dispo
Iltion:-

"DEAlL MOTHER :-1 heartily condole with you in your present aiokneaa 
md indisposition, whioh 10ur age now every day contracts. God's grace 
will make you bear it patiently, to your comfort, his glory, and your ever
lasting salvation. I cannot enough thank you for the present of your 
choioe Bible. The money that you say you had present occasion for 1 
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have ordered Mr. Cooper to enlarge, and you will see by his letter that It 
is doubled. Before I was ten years old, as I am sure yon will remember, 
IlookRd upon this life here as but going to an inD, and no permanent 
being. By God's grace I coDtinue the same good thoughts and notions, 
therefore am always pre~ for my dissolutioD, which I can't be per
suaded tc prolong by a wish. Now, dear mother, if you should be DeceII
sitated for eight or ten pound extraordinary, please to apply to Mr. Cooper, 
and he npon sight of this letter will furnish It to you." 

He adds a p08tcript to the letter, 8aying, "My 8ister died a true 
penitent of the Church of England." 

His 8ister had come over to America at his in8tance BOme years 
before and married here, but died without children. Other letten 
to his mother, who it 8eem8 was much afBicted with BOme troubles, 
which are not mentioned, he writes in a very consoling manner, 
bidding her regard her 80rr0'W8 as from Heaven, and thanks her for 
pions in8truction of him. His habits were 8trictly temperate. In 
writing to a friend who was much aftIicted with the gout, he tells 
him the secret of his freedom from it,-viz.: that he never was ad
dicted to the orgies of Bacchus, or to the adoration of Ceres or 
Venns, never courted Unlawful pleasures, avoided feasting and the 
surfeit thereof, and bids him tell the physician this. 

Mr. Fitzhugh WaB not merely a moral man, but a sincerely reli
gions man, beyond the measure of that day. He is not ashamed 
in one of his legal opinion8 to quote Scripture as the highest author
ity. He was a leading member of the Episcopal Church in biB 
parish. Through him present8 of Communion-plate and other things 
from English friends were made to the parish. Referring to thf 
unworthine88 of many of the ministers who came over from Eng
iand, he communicated with his friend8 and with the Bishop of 
London, asking that .ober, reputable, and educated meA might bf 
sent over instead of 8uch as did come. All this appears from pas-
8ages in his letters to England. But, were there none or theee 
letters extant, the following extract from hi8 will would testify to 
his BOund and evangelical view8 of our blessed religion. 

&wad.from tlae ",ill oj Oolonel WiUiam Fitzhugla, oj &o:fford COIAI9, 
Virginia, ",lao dUd in Octobefo, 1701. He "'aI tlae parent oj tlae Fib
lauglaJamily in. Virginia, and tlae patentee oj RatJtJflltDOrt1:-
"At a court held for StafFord connty, December 10, 1701. Present 

her Majesty's Justices for said county. 
"10 the pame of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoet, Trinity in Unity, 

Unity in Trinity, Three Persons and One God, blessed forever. Amen. 
I, William Fitzhngh, of Stafford county, in Virginia, being by God's grace 
bonnd for England, and knowing the frailty and uncertainty of men'slivea, 
and bfoing at present in perfect health and memory, do now ordain, oonati-
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tate, and appoint this my 1ast will and testament, revoking all other and 
former, or other wills, this 5th day of April, 1701. 

"Imprimis: I recommend my soul into the hands of God, through the 
mediation and iuterce88ion of my blessed Saviour and Redeemer, hopinl 
by the merits of his death to have my sins washed away in his bloocl 
uailed to his Of088, and buried in his grave, and by his merits and passi<r 
to obtain everlasting life; therefore, now do bequeath and dispose such 
estate as it hath pleased God to bestow in his mercy upon me, after this 
manner following, 

"After they have disposed of my body to decent interment, without 
noise, feasting and drink, or tumult, which I not only leave to, but enjoin, 
my executors, hereafter named, to see decently performed. 

" Item: I give and bequeath to my eldest son, William Fitshugh, all 
~eae tracts of land following," &C. &c. 

(Then follow the bequests to the various members of the family.) 
It is evident that in the foregoing will there is much more than 

the usual formal recognition of a God and future state. Here is 
to be seen a true acknowledgment of the Holy Trinity, and at 
entire reliance on the merits of the Saviour's death and the cleansing 
of his blood, such as no orthodox divine could better express. 

None can doubt but that the recorded sentiments and the con
sistent life of this father of a numerous family must have had itt 
ef'ect upon many of his posterity. I have known many, and heari 
of others, who imbibed his excellent spirit, and not in Virginia only, 
but in other States, to which they have emigrated. One there Wall 

too well known to the writer of these lines, and to whom for Chris. 
tian nurture and example he was too much indebted, ever to be 
forgotten. A beloved mother was a lineal descondant of this good 
man, born and nurtured on the soil which bis economy and dil~ 

gence had bequeathed to a numerous posterity. To bel' example 
and tuition, uuder God, am I indebted for having esca.ped the snares 
laid for the youth of our land and for having embraced the blesse( 
religion of Christ. And if I may be permitted to single out one from 
the numerous families of the name, it must needs be that one which 
was nearest to me, and with which I have been most intimately 
acquainted from my childhood up. The name of Mr. William 
Fit.hugh, of Chatham, in the county of Staf'ord, as a perfect gen
deman, as a most hospitable entertainer, and a true son of Virginia 
in her Councils, will not soon be forgotten. His name is not only 
on the journals of our civil Legislature, but may be seen on the 
ecclesiastical records of our Church, among those who were the last 
to give up her regular assemblies and the hope of her prosperity 
in her darkened days. Nor is it unlawful to proceed to some brief 
notice of the two children who survived him. His son, William 
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Henry Fitzhugh, my associate at college, entered life with &8 fair 
a prospect for honour and usefulness as any young man in Vlrginia. 
Twice only, I believe, did he appear in the legislative han of our 
State, and once in a Convention of the same; but such a promise 
of political distinction was there given, that it could not but be 
felt that a few years would find him in the higher Councils of the 
land. It pleased Providence to interfere, and by a sudden and 
early death to remove him from this earthly scene. Before this 
decree of Heaven was executed, &8 if admonished of its coming, he 
had, after pleading by his pen and voice for the American Coloni. 
zation Society, directed that all his slaves-amounting, I believe, to 
about two hundred-should be prepared for, and allowed to choose, 
Africa as their home. 

But I must not lay down my pen, though the heart bleed at ita 
further use, without the tribute of affection, of gratitude, and reve
rence to one who was to me &8 sister, mother, and faithful monitor. 
Mrs. Mary Custis, of Arlington, the wife of Mr. Washington Custis, 
grandson of Mrs. General Washington, was the da.ughter of Mr. 
William Fitzhugh, of Chatham. Scarcely is there a Christian lady 
in our land more honoured than she was, and none more loved and 
esteemed. For good sense, prudence, sincerity, benevolence, uo
affected piety, disinterested zeal in every good work, deep humility 
and retiring modesty,-for all the virtues which adorn the wife, the 
mother, and the friend,-I never knew her superior. A husband yet 
lives to feel her loss. An only daughter, with a numerous family 
of children, alao survive, to imitate, I trust, her blessed example. 

~. 

Digitized by Google 



PAJlILIBS OJ' VIRGINIA. 197 

ARTICLE LXIV. 

Owrwha1"to'A PaNh, Stafford Oounty. 

I 00)(11 now to Overwharton parish in Stafford county. The 
county and pariah take their names from the corresponding ones 
in England. Stafford county once extended up to the Blue Ridge 
Mountain. In the year 1780, Prince William county was formed 
from the "heads of King George and Stafford." Overwharton 
parish was aleo coextensive with Stafford before Prince William 
.was taken off. In the same year,-17S0,-OTerwharton parish 
was divided and Hamilton parish taken off. Overwharton covered 
the narrow county of Stafford, and Hamilton the large county of 
Prince William before Fauquier, Fairfax, and Loudoun were taken 
away. Stafford, in its original dimensions, first appears as a 
county in 1666. When it was erected into a parish is not known,
but most probably about the same time. Its division in 1730 
is the first mention of it. ~he Rev. Robert Rose in his account
book mentions the Rev. Alexander Scott as & minister in it in 
1727; and it is well known that he was the minister of this parish 
for many years. * He came from Scotland,-being obliged to leave, 
it is supposed, after some unsucce88ful rebellion. He never mar
ried. Having acquired considerable property, he invited his younger 
brother, the Rev. James Scott, to come over and inherit it. He 
had one estate in Stafford called Dipple, at which he lived. His 

• The HM. Alexander Soott was minister in this pariah in 1724, and for thirteen 
JeU'II before, ae appears from his report to the Bishop of London. Being then a 
froatier-connty, its limits were not known; but it wae inhabited about flighty miles 
alOlll the Potomao and from three to twenty miles in the interior. There were six 
hUDdred and fifty families, eighty to one hundred oommunieanta, in attendance, one 
ohureh, and seTerai chapels. Glebe 80 inoonTenient that he rented it out and bough' 
OIle more oonTenient for himself. Bis ohurch and chapels ae full ae they could hold. 

Epitaph of HM. Alexander Soott, who was buried at Dipple, his seat on the Po
tomac :-,. Here 6es the body of HM. Alexander Soott, A.M., and presbyter of the 
Chureh ur England, who 6Ted near twenty-eight years minister of OTerwbarton 
pariah, and died in the fifty-third year of his age,-he being born the 20th day of 
July, A.D. 1686, and departed this 6fe the 1st day of April, 1788. 

"Gaudia Nuncio Magna." 
This Is written npon his ooat of arms, which is engr&Ted upon his tomb. 
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brother came over, and after some time became the minister of the 
adjoining parish of Dettingen in Prince William, which was sepa.
rated from Hamilton when Fauquier was taken from Prince 
William, and in which he ministered for thirty-seven years. Mr. 
Alexander Scott had as his assistant or curate, for a short time 
before his death, the Rev. Mr. Moncure, a Scotchman, but descend
ant of a Huguenot refugee who fled from France at the revoca
tion of the Edict of Nantes. Mr. Moncure was the successor of 
Mr. Scott. In what year he entered on his duties I have been 
unable to ascertain, but his name is still to be seen painted on one 
of the panels of the gallery in Old Aquia Church, together with 
those of the vestry in 1757. The first church was burned in the 
year 1751. I here give the names of the minister and vestry as 
painted on the gallery in the year 1757, when it is supposed the 
second church was finished. John Moncure, minister. Peter 
Houseman, John Mercer, John Lee, Mott Donithan, Henry Tyler, 
William Mountjoy, Benjamin Strother, Thomas Fitzhugh, Peter 
Daniel, Traverse Cooke, John Fitzhugh, John Peyton, vestrymen. 
It is gratifying to know that the descendants of the above are, with 
probably but few exceptions, in some part of our State or land still 
attached to the Episcopal Church. Their names are a guarantee 
for their fidelity to the Church of their fathers. Of the minister, 
the Rev. J. Moncure, the following extract from a letter of one of 
his daughters, who married General-afterward Governor-Wood, 
of Virginia, will give a more interesting account than any which 
could possibly be collected from all other sources. It was written 
in the year 1820, to a female relative, the grand-daughter of the 
Rev. James Scott, who married a sister of the Rev. Mr. Moncure'8 
wife, and daughter of Dr. Gustavus Brown, of Port Tobacco, 
Maryland:-

" I was only ten years old when I lost my dcar father. He was a 8P.otch
man descended from a French ancestor, who fled among the first Protest
ants who left France in consequence of the persecution that took place 
lOOn after the Reformation. He had an excellent education, and had made 
considerable progre88 in the study of medicine, when an invitation to seek 
an establillhment in Virginia induced him to Cf088 the Atlantic, and his 
first engagement was in Northumberland county, where he lived two years 
in a gentleman's family as private tutor. During that time, although teach
ing others, he was closely engaged in the study of divinity, and, at the com· 
mencement of the third year from his first arrival, returned to Great Britain 
and was ordained a minister of the then Established Church; came back 
to Virginia and engaged 118 curate to your great-uncle, Alexander Scott, 
who at that time was minister of Overwharton ~rish, in Staft'ord county, 
and resided at his seat of Dipple. Your uncle dIed a short time after, and 
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:J1y dear father !Ucoeeded him in his parish and resided at the glebe-louse. 
Your grandfather, the Bev. James Scott, who inherited Dipple, continued 
there until he settled at Westwood, in Prince William. He waa my 
father's dearest, kindest friend, and one of the best of men. Their in
timacy brought my father and my mother acquainted, who was sister to 
your grandmother Scott. Old Dr. Gustavus Brown, of Maryland, my ma
temal grandfather, objected to the marriage of my father and mother. 
Although he thought highly of my father, he did not think him an eligible 
match for his daughter. He was poor, and very delicate in his health. 
Dr. Brown did not, however, forbid their union, and it accordingly took 
place. The old gentleman received them as visitors and visited them 
again, but would not pay down my mother's intended dowry until he saw 
how they could get along, and 'to let them see that they could not live on 
love without other sauce.'* I have often heard my dear mother relate the 
circumatauOC'.s of her first housekeeping with tears of tender and delightful 
recollection. They went home from your grandpapa's, where they were 
married, with a slenderly-supplied {lur&e and to an empty house,--e:z:cept 
• few absolute n8Cell88ries from thelr kind friends. When thus arrived, 
they found some of my good father's parishioners there: one had brought 
some wood, another some fowls, a third some meal, and so on. One good 
neighbour would insist on washing for them, another would milk, and 
another would tend the garden; and they all delighted to serve their good 
minister and his wife. Notwithstanding these aids, my mother found much 
to initiate her into the habil8 of an industrious housewife, and my father 
into those of an active, practical farmer and gardener, which they never 
gave up. When the business of preparing their meal was over, a small 
writing-stand was their table, the stair-steps furnished one a seat, and a 
trunk the other. Often, when provisions were scarce, my father took his 
gun or his fishing-rod and with his dog sallied forth to provide their dinner, 
which, when he returned, his happy wife dressed; and often would she 

.. The opposition of Dr. Brown to the marriage of his eldest (laughter with a 
poor clergymaD does not seem to have been attended with the e1ils which he doubt
leas apprehended, for Mr. Moncure prospered both in temporal and spiritual things. 
He has numerous descendants who have also prospered, and maDy of them are 
li'ring on the very lands bequeathed to them by their ancestor, who purchased them 
at a cheap rate during his miDistry. They are also aealous friends of the Church 
wherever we hear of them. Dr. Brown had many other daughters, four of whom 
followed the example of their eldest sister and married clergymen of the Episcopal 
Church. The Bev. James Scott, of Dettingen parish, Prince William, married one, 
who is the maternal ancelltor of numerous families in Virginia of whom we shall 
lOOn apeak. The Rev. Mr. Campbell and the BeT. Mr. Hopkins and the Rev 
Samuel Claggett, of Maryland, (doubtleaa a relative, perhaps a brother, of Bishop 
Claggett,) married the fifth, so Uiat the famlly of Browne were thoroughly identified 
with the Episcopal Church and minietry. 

Epitaph of Mrs. Frances Brown, who was buried at Dipple, the seat of the Bey 
Alexander Scott, on the Potomac :-" Here lyeth the body of Frances, the wife of 
Dr. Gustavus Brown, of Charles conn,,", Maryland. Bylaer he had twelve children, 
., whom one ~on and seven daughters surnved her. She was a daughter of Mr. 
Gerard Fowke. late of Maryland, and descended from the Fowkes of Gunster Hall, 
ba8taifordshire, England. Sbe Wtl.ll born February tbe 2d, 1691, and died, much 
_ented, on the 8th ('fNovember, 1744, in the fifty· fourth year of her age." 
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accompany him &-flshing or fowliD" for she said that tbey were too poor 
&0 have full employment in domestlC busine8fl. Though destitute of every 
11I%ury, they had a small, well-cboeen library which my father had collected 
while " student and tutor. This W88 tbeir evening's regale. While 
my mother worked with her needle he read to her. This mode of 
enjoyment pleasantly brought round the clOl8 of the first year. When 
the minister's salary WDB paid they were now comparatively rich. My 
dearest father exchanged his shabby black coat for a new one, and the ned 
year was afBuent. By this time the neighbouring gentry found out the 
Talue of their minister aDd his wife, aDd contended for their society by 
IOliciting visits and making them I!J"eI8Dts of many comforts. Frequently 
these grandees would come in thell" 1IJ>leDdid equipages to spend a day at 
the glebe, and briDg every thing req11l8ite to prevent trouble or expenae to 
its owners,-merely for the enjoyment of the aociety of the humble in
habitaDts of this humble dwelliDg. In the la:pae of a few years, by fru
gality and iDdustry in the maDagemeDt of a good salary, these dear parenti 
6ecaine quite easy in their ciroumstaDC88. My father purohaaed & large 
Uact of land on the river Potomac. He settled this priDcipally bl. tenants j 
but on the moat beautiful eminence that I ever beheld, he bmlt a good 
house, and lOOn improved it into a vef18weet establishment. Here I .... 
born: my brother and two sisters, con81derably my seniors, were borD at the 
,Iebe. My brother, who .... intended for the Church, had a private tutor 
lD the house. This man attended also to my two sisters, who previously 
to his residenoe in the family were under the care of an EDglishman, who 
lived in the house, but also kept a public IOhcol under my father's direc
tion about a mile from his bouse. UDhappily for me, I was the YOUDgest, 
and very sickly. My father and mother would not allow me to be com
pelled to atteDd to my books or my Deedle, and to both I had a decided 
aversioD, uDless voluntarily resorted to as an amusemeDt. In this I was iDe 
dulged. I would IOmetimes read a lessoD to my sister or the housekeeper, 01", 
if their authority was resisted, I was called to my motller's side. All tIli. 
amouDted to my being an igDorant child at my father's death, whioh 'WI8 & 

death-stroke to my deafest mother. The iDcurable grief iDto which it plunged 
her could scarcely be a matter of surprise, when the uncommonly tender 
aft"ection which united them is coDsidered. They were rather more than 
middle-aged when I was first old enough to remember them; yet I well recol
lect their inseparable aDd uDdeviating association. They were rarely seen 
uunder. My mother was aD active walker and & good rider. Whenever she 
could do 80, she accompanied him in his pastoral visits,-a faitllful white 
servant attending iD ber absence from bome. They walked hand in band, 
and often rode hand in hand,-were both uDcommoDly fond of the cultiva
tion of flowers, fruits, and rare plants. Tbey watched the opening bucla 
together,-together admired the beauty of the full-blown blO88OulS, and 
gathered the ripening fruit or seed. While he wrote or read, she worked 
near his table,-which always occupied the pleasantest place in tbeir cham. 
her, where he chose to study, often laying dowD his pen to read and com
ment on an impressive passage. Frequently, when our evening repast W&II 

,'ver, (if the family were together,) lOme book, amusing and instructive. 
was read aloud by my dear father, and tbOl8 of the children or tIleir 
young associates who could not be silent were sent to bed after eveniDg 
worship,-whioh always took place immediately after supper. Under \he 
void which this sad separation occasioned, my poor mother's spirits sunk 
and never rallied. The first six or eight months were llrent in a dark. 
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eeoJuded ohamber, distant from that formerly occupied. The manage 
ment of the family devolved on my brother and second sister. My eldest 
married two or three years previous to this period. I was left pretty much 
to my own management. The education of my brother and sister was 
10 Car finished that they not only held what they had acquired, but con
tinued to improve; but aJas, poor me I I as usuaJ refused every thing like 
stndy, but became, unfortunately, immoderately fond of books. The key 
of the library was now within my power, and the few romances it con
tained were devoured. Poetry and a botanical work with plates came 
next. This gave me a useless, superficial knowledge of what might have 
been useful, but what in this indigested way was far otherwise. The 
Tattler, Guardian, and Spectator were the only works I read whioh con· 
tained benefioial instruction; and of these I only read the amusinp; rpers ; 
and, taking the beautiful and sublime aJlegories which abound wit moral 
iDStruction in a literal sense, I read them as amusing tales. This kind 
of reading made up a pernicious m8S8 of chaotio matter that darkened 
while it seemed to enlighten my mind, and I BOOn became romantic and 
exceedingly ridicuJous,-turned the branohes of trees together and called 
them a bower, and fanoied I could write poetry, and many other siUy 
things. My dear mother sufFered greatly toward the close oC her life with a 
cancer: for this she visited the medicinal springs, and I was chosen to attend 
her. It was a orowded and gay scene for me, who had lived almORt entirely 
in aeclusion. I did not mix in its gayest circle; yet it was of service to 
me, as it gave me the first view of resl life that ever I had. My beloved 
parent was not desirous of confining me; bnt I rejoice at the recoJlection 
that I very seldom could be prevailed on to leave her. There I first 
became the favourite and devoted friend of your most exceUent mother. 
Forgive the vanity of this boast, my dear cousin, but I cannot help 
observing that she afterward told me that it was the manner in which 
I discharged this duty that won her esteem and love. At t.his place I 
first met with General Wood, who visited me soon after my return home, 
and became my husband four years after." 

The time of Mr. Moncure's death is seen from the following letter 
from that true patriot and statesman, Mr. George Mason, of Guns
ton, Fairfax county, Virginia. As he signs himself the kinsman 
of Mrs. Moncure, the relationship must have come from connection 
between the Browns, of Maryland, and Masons. Dr. Brown came 
to thia country from Scotland in 1708, and mamed in Maryland . 

.. GnITo_, 12th March, 1764. 

"DulL MADAM :-1 have your letter by Peter yesterday, and the day 
before I had one from Mr. Scott, who sent up Gustin Brown on purpose 
with it. I entirely agree with Mr. Scott in preferring a funeral sermon at 
Aquia Church, without any invitation to the house. Mr. Moncure's cha
raoter and general acquaintance will draw together much company, besides 
a great part of his parishioners, and I am sure you are not in a condition 
to bear such a scene; .and it would be very inconvenient for a number of 
people to come so far from church in the afternoon after the sermon. AB 
Mr. :Moncure did not desire to be buried in any particular place, aud 118 it 
is uauaJ to bury clergymen in their own churches, I think the oorpee beiug 
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deposited in the church where he had 80 long preached is both decent ILnd 
proper, and it is probable, could be have chosen himself, he would bave 
preferred it. Mr. Scott writes to me that it is intended Mr. Green shall 
preach the funeral sermon on the 20th of this month, if fair; if not, the 
next fair day; and I shall write to Mr. Green to·morrow to that purpose, 
and inform him that you expect Mm. Green and him at your house on the 
day before; and, if God grants me strength sufficient either to ride on 
horseback or in a chair, I will certainly attend to pay the last duty to the 
memory of my friend; but I am really 80 weak at present that I can't walk 
without crutches and ve? little with them, and have never been out of 
the house but once or twioe, and then, though I stayed but two or three 
minutes at a time, it gave me such a cold as greatly to increase my dis
order. Mr. Green has lately been very sick, and was not able to attend 
his chnrohlesterday, (which I did not know when I wrote to Mr. Scott:) 
if he shoul not recover BOOn, 80 as to be able to come down, I will inform 
you or Mr. Scott in time, that some other clergyman may be applied to. 

"I beseech you, dear madam, not to give way to melancholy reflections, 
or to think that you are without friends. I know nobody that has reason 
to expect more, and those that will not be friends to you and your chil
dren now Mr. Moncure is gone were not friends to him when he was living, 
let their professions be what they would. If, therefore, you should find 
any such, you have no cause to lament the 1088, for such friendship is nO»t 
worth anybody's concern. 

"I alB very glad to hear that Mr. Scott purposes to apply for Over
wharton parish. It will be a great comfort to you and your sister to be 10 
near one another, and I know the goodness of Mr. Scott's heart 80 well, 
that I am sure he will take a pleasure in doing you every good office in 
his power, and I had much rather he should succeed Mr. Moncure than 
any other pel'BOn. I hope you will not impute my not visiting you to any 
coldn888 or disrespect. It gives me great concern that I am not able to 
see you. You may depend upou my coming down as BOOn as my disorder 
will permit, and I hope you know me too well to need any 888urance that 
I shall gladly embrace all opportunities of testifying my regard to my de
ceased friend by doing every good office in my power to his family. 

" I am, with my wife's kindest respects and my own, dear madam, your 
moat affectionate kinsman, GEORGB MASON." 

As to the successor of Mr. Moncure in this parish, it is probable 
that the Rev. Mr. Green, mentioned in the above letter, took his 
place in 1764. It is certain tha.t Mr. Scott did not. In the years 
1774 and 1776 the Rev. Clement Brooke was minister. After the 
Revolution, in the Convention of 1785, called for organizing the 
diocese and considering the question of a general confecleration of 
Episcopalians throughout the Union, we find the Rev. Roben 
Buchan the minister of Overwharton parish, and the Rev. Mr. 
Thornton of Brunswick parish, which had been taken from King 
George and given to Stafford when St. Paul's ,vas taken from Staf
ford and given to King George. The lay delegates at that Con
vention were Mr. Charles Carter, representing Overwharton parish, 
and Mr. William Fitzhugh, of Chatham, repres~ntin~ Brunswiclr 
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parish, which lay on the Rappahannock and reached to Hanover 
parish in King George. In the year 1786 we find Mr. Fitzhugh 
again representing Brunswick parish; and this is the last notice we 
have of the Church in Stafford until some years after the renTal 
of Conventions. In the year 1819, the Rev. Thomas Allen, the 
present devoted missionary to the poor in Philadelphia, took charge 
of this parish and laboured hard for it.s resnscitation, preaching 
alternately at Dumfries and Aquia Churches. At a subsequent 
period the Rev. Mr. Prestman, afterward of New Castle, Delaware, 
gave all his energies to the work of its revival. The labours of 
both were of some avail to prese"e it from utter extinction, but 
not to raise it to &ny thing like prosperity. The Rev. Mr. Johnson 
also made some ineffectual efforts in its behalf as a mi88ionary. In 
the year 1838, I visited Old Aquia Church as Assistant-Bishop. It 
stands upon a high eminence, not very far from the main road from 
Alexandria to Fredericksburg. It was a melancholy sight to be
hold the vacant space around the house, which in other days had 
been filled with horses and carriages 8nd footmen, now overgrown 
with trees and bnshes, the limbs of the green cedars not only cast
ing their shadows but resting their arms on the dingy walls and 
thrnsting them through the broken windows, thus giving an air of 
pensiveness and gloom to the whole scene. The very pathway up 
the commanding eminence on which it stood was filled with young 
trees, while the arms of the older ones so embraced each other over 
it that it was difficult to ascend. The church had a noble exterior, 
being a high two-story house, of the figure of the cross. On its top 
was an obse"atory, which you reached by a flight of stairs leading 
from the gallery, and from which the Potomac and Rappahannock 
Rivers, which are not far distant from each other, and much of the 
surrounding country, might be seen. Not a great way off, on an
other eminence, there might be seen the high, tottering walls of the 
Old Potomac Church, one of the largest in Virginia, and long be
fore this time a deserted one. The soldiers during the last war 
with England, when English vessels were in the Potomac, had 
quartered in it; and it was said to have been sometimes used as a 
nursery for caterpillars, a manufactory of silk having been set up 
almost at its doors. The worshippers in it had disappeared from the 
country long before it ceased to be a fit place for prayer. But there 
is hope even now for the once desolated region about which we have 
ben speaking. At my visit to Old Aquia Church in the year 1887, 
to which I allude, I baptized five of the children of the present Judge 
Moncure, in the venerable old building in which his first ancestor 
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had preached and so many of his other relatives had worshipped. 
He had been saving them for that house and that day. I visited 
once more, during the last spring, that interesting spot. Had I 
been suddenly dropped down upon it, I should not have recognised 
the place or building. The trees and brushwood. and rubbish had 
been cleared away. The light of heaven had been let in upon the 
once gloomy sanctuary. At the expense of eighteen hundred 
dollars, (almost all of it contributed by the descendants of Mr. 
Moncure,) the house had been repaired within, without, aud above. 
The dingy walls were painted white and looked new and fresh, and 
to me it appeared one of the best and most imposing temples in our 
land. The congregation was a good one. The de$cendants of Mr. 
Moncure, still bearing his name, formed a la.rge portion. I was 
told that all those whom I had baptized eighteen years ago (some of 
whom, of course, were not babes at the time) were there and meant 
to make it their home. The country, which seemed some time 
aince as if it were about to be deserted of its inhabitants by reason 
of sickness and worn-out fields, is putting on a new aspect. Agri
culture is improving. A better population is establishing itself in 
the county, and at the end of a century there is an encouraging 
prollpect that a good society and an Episcopal congregation will be 
again seen around and within Old Aquia Church. The Rev. Mr. 
Wall is now their minister. 

The Hon. Judge Daniel, of the Supreme Court, has been kind 
enough to supply me with the following letter, which, with the 
Accompanying extracts from the county records, will be an im
portant addition to my notices of this parish:-

"W ABBIROroR, NO'fember 12, 1866. 
" DEAR SIR :-In reply to your inquiries concerning the Old Potomao 

Church and its neighbourhood, I give you the following statement, founded 
in part upon tradition and partly upon my own recollection. My maternal 
grandfather, John Moncure, a native of Scotland, was the regular minister 
both of Aquia and Potomac Ohurches. He was succeeded in the ministry 
in these churches by a clergyman named Brooke, who removed f.o the 
State of Maryland. The Rev. Mr. Buchan succeeded him: he was tutor 
in my father's family, and educated John Thompeon Mason, General 
Mason, of Georgetown, Judge Nicholas Fitzhugh, and many othel'll. 
Going back to a period somewhat remote in enumerating those who lived 
in the vicinity of Potomac Church, I will mention my great-grandfather, 
Rowleigh Travel'll, one of the most extensive landed proprietol'll in that 
section of the country, and who married Hannah Ball, lialf-sister of Mary 
Ball, the mother of General George Washington. From Rowleigh Travel'll 
and Hannah Ball descended two daughtel'll, Elisabeth and Sarah Travel'll: 
the former married a man named Cooke, and the latter my grandfather, 
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PMer Daniel. To Peter and Sarah Daniel was born an only son,-Travers 
Daniel, my father,-who married Frances Monoure, my mother, the daugh. 
ter of the Rev. John Monoure and Frances Brown, daughter of Dr. Gus
taVU8 Brown, of Maryland. The nesrest and the coterminous neighbour 
of my father was John Mercer, of Marlborough, a native of Ireland, a 
distiDgnished lawyer; the compiler of 'Mercer's Abridgment of the Vir
giniaLaW8;' the father of Colonel George Mercer, an offioer in the British 
lel'Vice, and who died in England about the commencoment of the Revo
lution; the father also of Judge James Mercer, father of Charles F. Meroer, 
of John Francis Mercer, who in my boyhood resided at Marlborough, in 
St&fI'ord,andwas afterward Governor of Maryland; of Robert Mercer, who 
lived and died in Frederioksburg; of Ann Merocr, who married Samuel 
Selden, of Selvington, Stafford; of Maria Mercer, who married Riohard 
Brooke, of King William, father of General Georgc M. Brooke; and of 
another daughter, whose name is not recollected,-the wife of Muscoe 
Garnett and mother of the late James M. Garnett. 

Proceeding according to contiguity were Elijah Threlheld, John 
Hedgeman, who married a daughter of Parson Spencer GraYllOn, of 
Prince William; Thomas Mountjoy, William Mountjoy, aDd John Mount
joy, the Iast-mentionftd of whom emigrated to Kentucky, having sold 
his farm to Mr. John T. Brooke, the brother of the late Judge Francis 
T. Brooke, and who married Ann Cary Selden, daughter of Ann Mercer 
and grand-daughter of John Mercer. Next in the progre88ion was the 
residence of John Brown, who married Hannah Cooke, daughter of Eliza.. 
beth Travers and grand-daughter of Hannah Ball, wife of Rowleigh 
Travers. Next was the glebe, the residence of the Rev. Robert Buchan. 
Adjoining this was the residence, (in the immediate vicinity of the church,) 
called Berry HiD, of Colonel Thomas Ludwell Leo, who po88888ed another 
plantation, on the opposite side of Potomac Creek, called Bellovue. The 
SOD of the gentleman last named, and bearing the same name, removed to 
London. Of his daughters, one married Daniel Carroll Brent, of Richland, 
Stafford, and the other Dr. John Dalrymple Orr, of Prince William. Next 
to Berry Hill was the plantation of John Withers, on the stream forming 
the head of Potomac Creek. Cf088ing this stream were those of John 
James, Thomas Fitzhugh, of Boscobel, Major Henry Fitzhugh, of Belle 
Air, Samuel Belden, of Selvington, the husband of Ann ~ercer, and lastly, 
Belle Plaine, the estate of Gaory Waugh', and, after his death, of his sons, 
George Lee Waugh and Robert Waugh. I have thus, sir, without muoh 
attention to system or style, attempted a compliance with your request, 
and shall be gratified if the attempt should J?rove either sel'Vieeable or 
gratifying. I would remark that the enumeration given you, limited to a 
space of some eight or ten miles square, comprises none but substantial 
people, some of them deemed wealthy in thell day, several of them per. 
SODS of education, polish, and refinement. 

"With great respeot, yours, P. V. DANIEL." 

The present clerk of Stafford county (Mr. Conway) has also been 
kind enough to search through the old records, going back to the 
year 1664, for such things as may answer my purpose. Among 
the items furnished is the presentment, in the year 1698, by Rich. 
ard Gipson, of George a.nd Robert Brent as being Popish recusant&. 
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Be calls upon the court to insist upon their taking the test-oath in 
ordor to the practice of law. That oath is abjuration of tran
.substantiation. The court sustains the presentment and requires 
them to take the oath; but they refuse, and appeal to the General 
Court in Williamsburg. What was the issue we know not, but 
believe that they were leading men at the bar after that. One of 
them was associated in the practice with the first William Fitzhugh, 
and one of them joint sponsor with the first George Mason at the 
baptism of an Indian boy whom they had taken prisoner. 

We find also presentments for swearing, for pitching and playing 
on the Sabbath, for not attending church. The fines were five to 
ten shillings, to be paid to the churchwardens for the poor of the 
parish. To the great kindness and diligence of Mr. Conway I am 
indebted for 8. list of the justices from the year 1664 to 1857. Of 
course it is a long list. I shall only select the surnames of those 
most familiar to our ears :-

Williams, Alexander, Mason in great numbers, Osburn, Fitzhugh in 
great numbers, Buckner, Thompson, Withers, Maddocks, M888eY, Ander
IOn, Waugh, West, Hoe, Washington in grt'.at numbers, Sumner, Jameson, 
Dade, Harrison, Storkey, Broadwater, Linton, Berryman, Farrow, Thorn
ton, McCarty, Triplett, Grigsby, French, Aubrey, Hedgeman, Markam, 
Lee, Carter, Brent, Fowke, Bernard, Foote, Doniphan, Peyton in aumbers, 
Grant, Daniel in numbers, Scott, Walker, Waller, Chapman, Mercer, 
Strother, Stewart, Stith, Seldon, Moncure, Bronaugh, Edrington, Jamee, 
Adie, Brown, Banks, Mountjoy, Hewett, Vowles, Morson, Hood, Nicholas, 
Eustace, Ficklin, Richards, Botts, Wallace, Fox, Brooke, Briakle, Lewis, 
Lane, Seddon, Tolson, V 088, Crntcher, Forbes, Stinker, Rose, Beale, 
G-rayson, Hill, Cooke, Norman, Briggs, Morton, Bowen, Kendall, Conway, 
Green, BenlOn, Chinn, Browne, Stone, Irvine, Slaughter, O'Bannon, 
Barding, Hickerson, Clift. 

We must not in our minds confine all these to StaI"ord 88 it now 
is, but think of its original dimensions. 
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ARTICLE LXV. 

Dettinge'l' Parwh, Prince William County. 

Tms was take!! out of Hamilton parish, whioh, in 1745, covered 
all of what is now Prince William and Fauquier. It is supposed 
to have bet'll named after a town in Germany, called Dettingen, 
near which the English gained a victory in the year 1743,-two 
years before. The parish register having been destroyed in the 
Clerk's office in Fauquier, as we shall hereafter see, we have no 
record of the parish of Dettingen previons to the year 1745. All 
that I can learn is that the Rev. Mr. Keith, the grandfather of 
Chief-Jnstice Marshall, was the minister of Hamilton parish pre- "r 

vious to the division, and continued to be the minister of that part 
called Hamilton after the division. My information concerning 
Dettingen parish is derived from a vestry-book in the Clerk's office 
of Princo William, commenced in the year 1745 and continued to 
the year 1785. It commences with the following test, signed by 
the vestry :-" We do declare that we do believe there is not any 
transnbstantiation in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, or in 
the elements of bread and wine, at or after the consecration 
thereof by any person whatsoever." It wonld seem that the 
aboTe was the only test subscribed in this parish, showing that 
there was at this time some peculiar fear and detestation of Popery, 
it being about the time of the last efforts in England in behalf of 
the Pretender. Although a form of the subscription of vestrymen 
was prescribed by Act of the Assembly, which was generally 
nsed, the vestries did not always conform to it, but adopted several 
clliFerent ones, as we shall "show hereafter. The first minister of 
this parish after its separation from Hamilton was the Rev. James 
Scott, of whom we have already spoken as coming over to this 
country by the invitation of his elder brother, Mr. Alexander Scott, 
minister of the adjoining parish of Ovenrbarton, in Stafford. How 
long Mr. James Scott had been in America is not known. The 
following resolution of the Testry shows that he was living in Star-

rd at the time of" his election, and also the probability that h. 
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W88 married at that time. * "Ordered, that the Rev. James Boo" 
be received into this parish on condition of his moving into it &8 

floon 88 a glebe and house is prepared." The following letters 
from Governor Gooch and Commissary Dawson speak well in Jus 
behalf. 

"WILLIAMIBUBO, AprU26, 1746. 
"GBNTLBMBN :-Aa your parish is at preaent unfurnished with a mi

n18ter, I reconlmend to your approbation and choice the Rev. Mr. Soot.t., 
who, in my opinion, is a man of discretion, understanding, and integrity, 
and in every way qualified to discharge the sacred office to your satisfac
tion. 1 am your affeotionate friend and humble servant, 

"WILLIAM GOOCH." 

PROll THE COMMISSARY . 

• , GENTLBMEN :-1 hope and believe that your pariah will be worthily 
snpplied by the Rev. Mr. James Soott. His merit having been long known 
to you, I need Dot dwell upon it. That you may be greatly benefited by 
his good life aDd doctrine, and mutually bappy with esch otber, and all 
the souls committed to his charge may be saved, is the daily prsyer of, 

"Gentlemen, your most affectionate, humble servant, 
"WILLIAM DAWSON • 

.. WILLIAM .laD MAllY COLLao., April 26. 1746." 

In the above letter, Mr. B('.ott is said to have been long known 
to the vestry of Dettingen p:uish. It is supposed that he was for 
lome years assistant or cura.te to his brother Alexander Scott in 

it The BeY. James Scott, who married Sarah Brown, had seTeral BOnll and daugh. 
t~I'II,-m. : James Scott, (the Cather oC Alexander Scott, MI'II. Dr. Horner, and M.ra. 
Brown, oC Fauquier,) the Rev. John Scott, (father of the late Judge Scott, oC 
Fauquier, and MI'II. Peyton, of Gordonsdale; of a daughter, who fil1lt married Mr. 
Y. Peyton, then Mr. Charles Lee. and }utly, Mr. GI&8IIeIl,)-Gustavus, (the father 
of Robert and John Scott, and MI'II. Rankin. ) One of the daoghtel'll of Rev. Jamal 
&ott married Judge Bullett, father of Judge Bullett, of Maryland. and oC Mr. 
Alexander Bullett, an eminent lawyer of Loui8ville, Kentucky, who has left a num
ber oC descendante. Another married Colonel Blackburn, of Rippon Lodge, not 
'er'f far from Dumfries, father of Mr. TholD&8 Blackbum, who married Mia SIn
clair; and of Bichard Blackburn, father of MI'II. Jane and Polly Washington, of 
Jefr8l1lOn county, Mi88 Chri8tian BlftCkburn, and Miss Judy Blackburn, now M.ra. 
Alexander, of King George. Colonel Blackburn, of Rippon Lodge, was also the 
father of MI'II. Wa8hington, of Mount Vernon, wife of Judge Washington, and of 
MI1I. Henry Turner, of Jefferson county, Virginia. Mn. Blackburn, mentioned aboTe. 
was long known, loved, and revered, as one of the m08t exemplary membel'll of our 
Churoh in the pariah of Wick1i1F, in old Frederick county. From my fil'llt entranoe 
on the ministry, the house of MI1I. Blackburn was my frequent resort. I haft 
neTer known a family of chil4ren and 8enante more faithfully regulated by Chriatiao 
principles than was hel'll, and by hef1lelf, for she was a widow at an early age. She 
left three children, who are membel'll of the Episcopal Church, and who seelt to 
follow her example in the regUlation of their household. One of the daughten of 
the Rev. James Scott married Dr. Brown, of Alexandria. who was at one ti-. 
General Washington'8 family phY8ioian. 
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StaI"ord, and was succeeded in that station by the Rev. Mr. Moncure. 
A glebe was purchased for Mr. Scott on Quantico Creek, which 
runs up the Potomac to Dumfries. It consisted of four hundred 
acres of land, and was bought of Mr. Thomas Harrison, for one 
hundred and thirty-five pounds sterling. So far as I have ascer
tained, but few of the glebes cost that much, and when rented out, 
as they often were, seldom brought more than twenty or thirty 
pounds. Mr. Scott continued the minister of that parish until his 
death in 1782, being minister of the parish for thirty-seven years. 
He lived most of the time at his own estate of Westwood, the gift, 
it is believed, of his brother. Before we proceed to make mention 
of his successors in office, there are some things worthy of notice, 
in relation to the parish, which had better be disposed of in this 
place. There were two churches in the parish, between which the 
services of the minister were equally divided. One of them was 
very near Dumfries, the other near the two streams Broad Run and 
Slater Run, and sometimes caned by either name. At the time of 
the division of the parish, there was an old and indifferent one 
near Dumfries, which, in the year 1752, was sold for fifteen hundred
weight of tobacco, and a new one costing one hundred thousand
weight was ordered. The' contractor for it was a Mr. Waite, an
cestor to the worthy member and lay reader of our Church in 
Winchester, Mr.Obed Waite. The church at Broad Run was also 
contracted for in 1752. Both were of brick, and very substantial 
ones. It has not been many years since the roof and walls of the 
latter fell to the ground. Some remnant of the ruins of the former 
may perhaps be seen near Dumfries at this time. I have often 
seen them, when more abundant, in my travels through that region. 
Dumfries itself, once the mart of that part of Virginia, the scent 
of gayety and fashion, the abode of wealthy merchants from Scot. 
land, who named it after a city of that name in the mother-country, 
is now in ruins, almost as complete as those of the old church. 
Quantico Creek, through which the trade from Europe came, is now 
filled up, while the pines have covered the spot where the church 
once stood near its banks. Desolation reigns around. The old 
court-house was fitted up some thirty-five or forty years ago for 
worship, but that has long since been abandoned for want of wor
shippers. A few years since I spent a night in the neighbourhood, 
in a worthy Baptist family, and, while conversing on the past, the 
lady of the family mentioned that she had in her possession some 
things belonging to the old church, which she would be glad to put 
inti) my hands, as she wished to be clear of them. After hunting for 
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lOme time amid the rubbish of the top-shelf of an old cupboard 
standing in the room, she brought out two small, old, well-worn 
pieces of church-plate, supposed to be those once used in the Old 
Quantico Church. I still have them in my possession, to bestow on 
lome poor parish which will not be too proud to use them. There 
were galleries in the church at Broad Run, one of which was allowed 
to be put up by Mr. Thomas Harrison, provided it was done so as not 
to incommode any of the pews below it. The other!l were put up 
by the vestry and sold. The pews below were all common, though 
doubtless taken possession of by different families, as is usual in 
England. The old English custom (beginning with the Royal 
family in St. George's Church at Windsor) of appropria.ting the 
galleries to the rich and noble was soon followed in Virginia, and, 
as we shall see hereafter, the old aristocratic families could with 
difficulty be brought down from their high lofts in the old churches, 
even after they became uncomfortable and almost dangerous. I find 
an entry on this vestry-book concerning payment to the sextons 
of these churches for making fires, which is the first of the only 
two instances I have met with, and I am in doubt whether the pay
ment was for fire in the churches or vestry-rooms in the yard; for 
I have never seen where provision was made for fires in any of the 
old churches, either by open ~himneys or stoves, if indeed stoves 
were then known in the land. It was the same case in the old 
churches in England, and still is in cathedrals to this day, and it 
is no wonder that the latter are so cold, damp, and comfortless. 
Very few, if any, of the country churches, even in New England, 
were warmed by stoves when I travelled through it in the year 1819. 
In this respect I think we have cortainly improved on the customs 
of our fathers. I think that in some other respects we have 
advanced in liberality. Nothing was done gratuitously by any 
member of the church. The lay readers were always paid one 
thousand or twelve hundred weight of tobacco. Clerks received 
about the same. No liberal gentleman gave his wine for the Com
Dlunion, as in latter days, but always charged for it. The annual 
cost at each of the churches in this parish was four pounds for 
twelve bottles of wine. One thing has struck me, in all the in
dentures required of those to whom orphan or illegitimate children 
were bound by the vestry, as speaking well for the times. The 
masters were required to teach those who were bound to them "the 
art and mystery of some trade," to "inlltruct them in the principles 
(If the Christian religion." Sometimes the catechism, Lord's 
prayer, creed, and Commandments are specified, as also the doe 
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vines of the Episcopal Church. On the part of those bound, they 
must "obey their masters, keep his secrets, not leave his house 
night or day without leave, not embezzle his goods or sutrer others 
to do it, not play at cards, dice, or any other unlawful game, or 
frequent taverns or tippling-houses." Whether these promises 
were faithfully complied with or not, we are unable to say. We 
shall see hereafter that, by the laws of the Assembly, the very same 
'hinge were forbidden the clergy,-viz.: cards, dice, and other un
lawful games; also taverns and tippling-houses and such places: but 
they were disregarded by many. It is, however, a matter of re
joicing to see such testimonies to good morals by those in authority, 
and by legislative acts, even though contradicted by the conduct 
of those who bear them. In the most corrupt ages of the Chris
Uan Church the most wholesome laws are to be found and the best 
forms of religion have been used. That God who has kept the 
Bible pure through so many ages of darkness and corruption has 
also, by civil and ecclesiastical legislatures and rulers, preserved 
and handed down many most faithful expositions of its moral code. 
Some faithful ones there have been in every age who have obeyed 
these laws. I doubt not but there were some ministers in the 
darkest age of the Church in Virginia who obeyed her canons, and 
some masters and mistresses who fulfilled pledges to orphans and 
poor unfortunates. 

I now return to the history of the ministers of Dettingen parish. 
At the death of Mr. James Scott, his son, the Rev. John Scott, was 
chosen minister. His ministry was of short duration. He resigned 
the following year on account of ill health, and died soon after. 
There are some painful circumstances in the history of this minister; 
and, as they have been misrepresented and made worse than they 
really were, it is due to himself and posterity to make a correct 
statement. Even in that there is much not only to be regretted, 
but utterly condemned,-the spirit of the times &trording no excuse 
which should for a moment be entertained. From a letter in my 
possession, I think it probable he was set apart for the ministry in 
early youth. At the age of eighteen, however, he was engaged in 
an affair which showed that he was ill qualified for it at that time,
being destitute of all godliness,-however changed he may have been 
afterward. He conceived that his father and himself had been in
sulted and injured by the misrepresentations of one who, according 
\0 report, was a most unworthy and dangerous man, and that it 
was his duty to seek reparation by a resort to arms. He accord
ingly determined to challenge, and applie I to Mr. Bullett, his 
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brother-tn-law, to be with him in the contest. Mr. Bul1t"tt dissuaded 
him from the challenge in a letter, which I have in my pOBSession, 
and which contains some of the many unanswerable arguments 
against duelling. Failing in his effort, he attends him to the place 
of combat,-the end of Old Quantico Church, where the father of 
young Scott had 80 often read the words of Jehovah from Mount 
Sinai, "Thou shalt do no murder." The result was, that the second, 
who had warned against the act, and who, it was supposed, had 
gone in the hope of preventing the contest, was so treated by the 
challenged man on the ground as to engage in a contest with him, 
in which the other was slain. He was tried and unanimously ac
quitted by the court upon the ground of self-defence. Mr. Scott 
was obliged to fly the country, and, with his younger brother, 
Gustavus, went to Scotland. I take the following account of him 
while in Scotland, and after his return, from a letter written by one 
of his descendants:-

"Immediately after the trial and acquittal of Mr. Bullett, my graod. 
father and his younger brother, Gustavus, left this country for Scotland. 
Soon after their arrival in Scotland they entered King's College, old 
Aberdeen, where they finished their education. ~ly grandfather, who 
seems to have taken life by storm, married, while a student of King's 
College, Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Gordon, one of the professors. He 
was afterward ordaiu~'" by the Bishop of London. It was during his re
sidence in Scotland that my ~ndfather formed an acquaintance (which 
ripened into ;, friendship) Wlth Sir Robert Eden, an English or Scotch 
baronet. When Sir Robert was appointed Governor of Maryland, he in
vited my grandfather to Annapolis, promising to appoint him his chaplain, 
and to use his influence to obtain for him the rich parish of Eversham. 
My grandfather readily accepted so advantageous an oller, and 800n after 
sailed for America, leaving his infant 8On, Robert Eden Scott, (who it was 
feared coulclu(,t bear a three months' voyage,) with his maternal relatives. 
Upon his returu to Awerica, he proceeded to Annapolis, was appointed 
chaplain to the Governor, and pastor of the parish of Eversham. He re
sided in Maryland until the war between the Colonies and the mother
country broke out. An Englishman in principle, he adhered to the royal 
cause, and, taking too active a part in politics, became obnoxious to the 
Revolutionary party,-into whose hands the government had passed,
and was banished one hundred wiles from tide-water. Compelled to leaTe 
Maryland, he sold his property there for Continental money, and returned 
to Virginia, intending to return to Scotland as 800n as he could make the 
necessary arrangements. While making those arrangements he resided 
on his plantation, which he called Gordonsdale, after the name of his wife. 
His health soon after failing, he was advised to try the watera of Bath, in 
Berkeley county, Virginia. On his return from Bath he stopped at the 
residence of General Wood, who had married his cousin, Miss Moncure,
died there, and was buried under the pulpit of the old Episcopal church 
in Winchestcr. Whether he was pastor of any parish in Fauquier, I am 
unahle, to say; but, H:I 112 did not long survive his banishment from M...,-
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land, I am inclined to think he never received such an appointment. * My 
grandfather, as the Bishop bas DO doubt heard, was a man of fine talent. 
and remarkable eloquence, as well as the handsomest man of his day. His 
gayety and wit caused his society to be muoh 80ught after, and, from all 
that I have hesrd, rather unfitted him for his sacred profession. After his 
death, my grandmother, who had been summoned to Winchester to receive 
his expiring adieu, returned to Gordonsdale. The distracted conditicn 
of the country (the Revolutionary War was then at its height) compelled 
her to relinquish 1111 hop,· of" a return to her native country. She continued 
to reside at GordoDSdale, devoting herself to the education of her chil
dren,-a task for which she was eminently fitted, since she had received a 
college education. She lived to sce her children grown and settled in life, 
and died lamented. Several years before her death ahe had the pleasure 
of welcoming to Virginia her eldeat 100, Robert Eden Scott, and, although 
twenty-one years had elapsed since she had left him an infant in Scotland, 
she recognised him immediately. During his visit to Virginia he received 
theoftice of a professorship in King's College, old Aberdeen, where he had 
received his education and his maternal ancestors had held professorships 
for three hundred years. He returned to Scotland, was made professor 
of mathematica, married a daughter of Sir William Forbes, and died young 
and childless." 

To the above notioe of Mr. Soott I add a report, which is not 
improbable, that, at the time he was summoned before the Council 
at Annapolis to give an account of his anti-American principles, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, tben a young lawyer, was called in to 
examine him, and ever afterward spoke of him as the most talented 
man with whom he had ever engaged in controversy. After the 
resignation of the Rev. John Scott in 1784, the Rev. Spence 
Grayson was chosen minister. How long he continued such we 
do not know; nor can we say any thing concerning him or his 
ministry,-though our impression is that he was a worthy man. 
The vestry-records end with the year 1785. At the last meeting 
vestrymen were elected under the new organization of the Church, 
A delegate Ilppointed to the Convention, and an order made to raise 
funds for the support of the minister,-as nothing now remained 
but the glebe, which was of little value. Although an order was 
passed that the records of the vestry should be handed over by the 
~ld clerk to the clerk of the new vestry, it feU into the hands of 
the overseers of the poor; and, some blank leaves being left in the 
vestry-book, the proceedings of the latter body were for a few years 
recorded on them. In this way it happened that the vestry-book 
came into the possession of the court. I have petitioned the court 
to have it sent for safe-keeping to our fireproof library at the 

• In thie the writer is mistaken, all the vestry-book shows th .. t he Wall minister 
in Dettingen parish nearly two years. 
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Theological Seminary of the Episcopal Church near Aluandria, 
to "hich, I hope, many such documents will be transmitted. We 
have no certain accounts of any successor to Mr. Grayson; but it i8 
confidently believed that the Rev. Thomas Harrison was the minister 
for some years after Mr. Grayson's death, as his name appears in 
the list of the overseers of the poor from 1792 to 1802, when it 
disappears, and when he either probably died or resigned. I have 
been unable to obtain any reliable accounts of Mr. Harrison. His 
name is nowhere to be seen on any of the lists of the clergy which 
I have. MyoId friend, Mr. Samuel :Slaughter, of Culpepper, (now 
eighty-eight yean ofage,) told me, during the last summer, that he 
went to school to him in Culpepper when he was minister of Bloom
field parish, and that he afterward moved over to Prince William. 
He was the father of 0. numerous offspring of sons and daughters, who 
became scattered over the land. The late Mr. Phil. Harrison, of 
Richmond, was one of his sons, who are said to have been nine in 
number. 1 became acquainted with one of the families many years 
since near Dumfries. Its members were then preparing to move 
to the South. On the first page of the vestry-book of Dettingen 
parish, I find a leaf taken from the old Overwharton vestry-book 
and fastened to the latter,--doubtless by Mr. Harrison,-in which 
there is the following genealogy, taken from the parish record of 
St. Margaret's, Westminster, and certified by Richard Gibson, 
London:-

"Burr Harrison, of Chappawamsio, born in England, son of Cuthbert 
Harrison, baptized in the parish of St. Margaret's, Westminster, 28th 
December, 1637. His son Thomas born in 1665; grandson Burr born 
May 21, 1699; great-grandson Thomas born 3d of March, 1723; hie 
sister Jane the 9th of December, 1726; his sister Beth the 30th of 
November, 1729." 

This last Thomas Harrison was, I suppose, the minister. There 
was doubtless an intermarriage between the Powells, of Loudon 
county, and the Harrisons, of Prince William, from which it comea 
that the names Cuthbert and Burr are so often to be found in these 
families. Whether all of the above were born in Engla.nd, or some 
of them in this country, I am unable to say. There was a Thomas 
Harrison belonging to Broad Run Church, in Dettingen parish, 
long before the Rev. Mr. Harrison appears in the parish, and may 
have been his father. After the death of the Rev. Mr. Harrison, 
the Rev. Mr. O'Neal officiated for a short time. He died after I 
entered the ministry; but I never met with him. No clerical dele
gate, and only one lay delegate.-Mr. Jesse Ewell,--ev(lr appears in 
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the Conventions of Virginia from Dettingen parish. It only 
remains that I mention, for the satisfaction of their posterity, 
the lay readers and vestrymen of this old parish during the fifty 
years of which the records testify. At Broad Run we find the 
names of John Bryant, William Peyton, Joseph Sherman, James 
Gray, George Carter. At Quantico Church, Mr. Thomas Machem 
or Mitchem, John Peyton, Jeremiah Moore. lay readers. The 
following are the names of the vestrymen of this parish during the 
fifty years of its recorded procee!lings :-Peyton, Rearser, Butler, 
Deskin, Linton, Renno, Blackburn, Furguson, Ewell, Seale, Gray
son, Buter,Whetlige, Fouchee, Rust, Roussan, Crump, Frogg, Har
rison, Wright, Bullett, Wickliffe, Bell, Copedge, Thornton, Elsey, 
Betty, Eustace, Blackwell, Waggener, Nisbett, Kennor, Tibbs, 
Triplett, Carr, Lee, Baylis, Buchanon, Bennett, Hoe, Alexander, 
Fitzhugh, Kincheloe, Washington, Guatkin, M'Millon. The names 
of Adie and Tompkins are mentioned as men of uprightness, to 
whom the vestry and minister referred some important matters of 
difference for decision. The Lees, Peytons, Blackburns, and Ewells 
appear to have been most numerous and prominent in the vestries. 

After a failure of all efforts for the resuscitation of the Church 
in Dumfries, our attention was directed to the other parts of the 
parish of Dettingen. The Rev. Mr. Steel, beginning in 1822, la
boured for some years with partial success, and built a small church 
in the centre of the parish. The Rev. Mr. Slaughter followed him 
in 1885, and preached with more success at Brentsville-the new 
county seat-and at Hay-Market. The Rev. Mr. Skull succeeded 
Mr. Slaughter at the same places. The Rev. Mr. Towles has now 
for many years been faithfully and acceptably serving the parish. 
A new and excellent stone church has been built at Brentsville ; 
and the old court-house at Hay-Market has been purchased and 
converted into a handsome and convenient temple of religion. A 
race-course once adjoined the court-house, and in preaching there 
in former days I have, on a Sabbath, seen from the court-house 
bench, on which I stood, the horses in training for the sport whicb 
was at hand. Those times have, I trust, passed away forever. 
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ARTICLE LXV 1. 

Hamilttm and Lesda Pari,hu, Fauquier Oounty. 

APrBR the division of the former parish of Hamilton into 1>& 
tingen and Hamilton, in the year 1746, the Rev. Mr. Keith con
tinued to be minister in Hamilton. How long he had been minister 
of the whole parish is not known; neither have I been able to as
certain how long he continued to be minister of Hamilton parish 
after the division, only that in 1758 the Rev. Joseph Brunskill was 
the minister. The vestry-book, which could have informed us, was 
placed in the Clerk's office, and there torn up, page after page, by 
the clerks or others, for the purpose of lighting cigars or pipes. 
Of the Rev. Mr. Keith and his descendants I have not been able 
to obtain all the information I desire and hope for. From all that 
I can learn, he was a worthy man. He was a native of Scotland. 
Being involved in the rebellion in favour of the Pretender, he was 
forced to fly his country, and came to Virginia. Returning to 
England for Orders, he was then settled in Hamilton parish, and 
performed the duties of his office there for a long time,-probably 
until 1757 or 1758. A daughter of his married Colonel Thomas 
Marshall, of Oakhill, Fauquier, the seat of the Marshalls to this 
day. He was the father of the late Chief-Justice. Both father 
and son were in the Revolutionary Army, and fought together at 
the battle of Monmouth. Another of Mr. Keith's children was 
the Clerk of Frederick county, Virginia, who so long and faith
fully performed the duties of that office. The descendants of Mr. 
Keith are numerous. They are also devoted members of the Epis
copal Church. After the division of the parish of Hamilton, Mr. 
Keith served, until his death, all that region now embraced in 
Fauquier county, as it was not until 1769 that Leeds parish was 
cut oft'. I am unable to ascertain how many churches there were 
then in that part now making the parish of Leeds. I can only 
apeak of the two in tha.t which is now Hamilton,-namely, Elk Run 
and Turkey Run Churches, both of which I ha.ve often seen, and 
in one of which I have preached. Elk Run Church was about 
fifteen miles, I think, below Fauquier Court-House, on the road to 
Fredericksburg, upon a small stream from which it took its name. 
It was a substantial brick church,-cruciform, I believe. I am not 
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certain that the roof was on it when I first saw it, in 1811. Its 
walls continued for many years after this, and I saw them gradu 
ally disappear during my annual visits to the Conventions. The 
other was called the Turkey Run Church, and was situated about 
a mile below Fauquier Court-House. It was an old frame church, 
which, after the erection of one at the court-house, was carried 
away and converted into a bam, and is still used as such. It was 
here I first met with Bishop Moore, after his arrival in Virginia in 
1815. His preaching was very melting. I saw an old Episcopalian 
wiping the tears fr6m his eyes during the sermon, but, on speaking 
to him afterward about the Bishop's preaching, was surprised to 
hear him say that the Bishop was nothing but a Methodist, so dift"er
ent was his style and manner from what had hitherto been common 
in Episcopal pulpits. The Bishop confirmed fifty persons at that 
time, the most of whom came forward in ignorance of the proper 
qualifications for this rite, or of the nature of true religion. Such 
was the case with many other congregations at the Bishop's earlier 
visits, some of which had no ministers, and others new ones, so that 
due precautions could not be easily taken to ·prevent unsuitable 
persons from coming forward. It injured the Church and the 
Bishop not a little for some time. He once told me that he really 
feared to hold a Confirmation in a new place, lest some unworthy 
candidates should come forward. Of the ministers who succeeded 
Mr. Keith, but little is known. In the year 1758, the Rev. Joseph 
Brunskill was the minister.* In the year 1774, the Rev. James 

* Since writing the article on Hamilton parish, I bave learnt something concern
ing the Bev. Mr. Bl'DDllltill which desenes to be noticed, espsoially as it is connected 
with the queetion of discipline in the Colonial Chnroh. He was a notorious evil
liYer, being given to intemperance and other vioes. Hie vestry complained of him 
to Governor Dinwiddie, who summoned him and his acC11881'8, with their witne-. 
10 Williamaburg. They appeared before the Governor and Conncil, Commi8ll&l',1 
DaWlon being one of the Council. Being found guilty, the Governor ordered the 
Ye8try to diemiu him and choose another minister. On his return to' the pariIb, 
Mr. BrDD8kiU posted the Governor and Council on the churoh·door, and perhaps 
elBewhere, declaring that they bad uo Jurisdiction in the case, and addiug in tho 
88IIle notice a canon of the English Church, whereby none but a Bishop GOuld pass 
untenoe on a oltll"B11ll&D. The Justification of the Governor was, that, although 
none but a Bishop GOuld absolutely deprive of Orders, yet the Governor, as supreme 
ruler in Virginia, and representing the Crowu, which was chief in Church and 
State in England, had a right and was bonnd to exercise some diBcipline and prevent 
ncb dishonour to religion, aud tbat, as miniBters were tried before the civil courtB 
in England, so Mr. Brunskill bad been tried before the Governor and Council, whioh 
was the eupreme court in Virginia. Commleeary DawBon entertained some doubt 
II to the canonical regularity of the proceedm" bot in a letter to the Bishop of 
London justified it on the ground of neceseity 

Digitized by Google 



218 OLD CB JRCHBS, MINISTBRS, AND 

Craig is minister. After Mr. Craig, I hear of the Rev. Mr. Kennor 
from Hanover parish, King George, and the Rev. Mr. Iredell, from 
Culpepper, as living in the parish and preaching,-neither of whom 
was very creditable to the Church. In the year 1805, the Rev. 
Mr.O'Neale and Mr. Charles Marshall appear as delegates in the 
Convention, as minister and lay delegate. Mr.O'Neale taught 
school in Warrenton for some years, and then removed to Dumfries, 
and died since I entered the ministry. Most prostrate was the 
eondition of the parish in the year 1812 or 1818, when I first visited 
it. There was no house of worship at Warrenton belonging to any 
denomination, and the old Turkey Run Church was inconvenient, 
so that the service was held in the court-house. Notice being given 
iliat I would preach at three or four o'clock on a certain day during 
ilie session of the court, a large crowd assembled from the country 
around to hear a young Virginia Episcopa.lian. It so happened 
that a very important case detained the court beyond the appointed 
hour of worship. The people, however, graduaJly filled the huuse 
and hemmed in the lawyers. The ladies ascended the bench on 
which judges and magistrates sat, and enclosed the judge, until lot 
length the busine88 of the. court was obliged to stop. and neither 
judge nor lawyers could escape. The house being completely filled, 
I was sent for, and, being unable to p&88 through the crowd, was 
raised up through the window and put into the sheriff's box, from 
which I preached. 

About this time, the Episcopalians and Presbyterians proposed 
to build a church in conjunction. It was commenced, and a wal. 
was put up and a roof completed. Some difficulty arising between 
the partners, as is generally the case, the Episcopa.lians determined 
to build one for themselves, without relinquishing their claim on 
the unfinished one. Accordingly, a frame building was put up and 
consecrated as an Episcopal Church. This was used until within a 
few years. A still better one of brick now receives the increasing 
congregation, under its faithful and zealous minister, the Rev. Mr. 
Norton, whose father and myself became ca.ndidates for the ministry 
at the same time. His lot was cast in Western New York, though 
by birth a Virginian. He still lives, a venerable though disabled 
minister. 

LBBDS PARISH, FAUQUIBR. 

This parish, as we have seen already, was taken out of Hamilton 
in the year 1769. The first a.nd only minister, before the Rev. 
Mr. Lemmon took charge of it in 1816, was the Rev. James Thom-
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.on, from Scotland, born near Glasgow, in the year 1739, and who 
died in February, 1812. He came to this country in 1767 or 1768. 
He lived at first in the family of Colonel Thomas Marshall, of 
Oakhill, and instructed his sons, John Marshall, afterward Chief
Justice, James Marshall, and others. In 1769, he went to Eng
land for Orders. On his return, he married Miss Mary Ann Far
row, sister of the late Nimrod Farrow, of Leeds Manor, and settled 
at the glebe, near Salem, where he had a school, to which some of 
the sons of Mr. Thomas Marshall were sent to him again. Mr. 
rhomson, at the coming on of the Revolution, partook largely of 
1he spirit which animated Colonel Marshall and his son, the Chief
Justice. In a. sermon proached at the time of the first difficulties 
at Boston, he thus speab:-

" You have all heard before now of the measures taken by the British 
carliament to deprive his Majesty's subjects of these Oolonies of their just 
and legal rights, by imposing several taxes upon them destructive of their 
liberties 88 British subjects. And to enforce those acts they have for 
some time blocked up the harbour of the city of Boston with ships-of
war, and overawed the inbabitants by British troops. By which illegal 
steps, the people in general have endured great hardships hy being deprived 
of their trade, and the poor reduced to great want. It is therefore incum
bent upon everyone of us, as men and Ohristians, cheerfully to contribute 
according to our ability toward their relief. And as we know not how 
soon their case may be our own, I would likewise recommend to you to 
contribute something toward supplying the country with arms and ammu
nition, that if we be attacked we lIIay be in a posture of defence. And 
I make no doubt that what you bestow in this manner will be employed 
in the use you intend it for. If you want to be better informed with 
respect to the Acts which have been passed with a view to impose illegal 
taxes upon us and deprive us of our liberties, I shall refer you to the 
gentlemen of the committee for this county, who will satisfy you on thai 
head." 

Mr. Thomson, from the memoranda on a number of sermons 
or fragments of sermons I have seen, seemed to have been punctual 
in preaching in four churches,-Taylor's Church, not very far from 
Wa.rrenton, Goose Creek Church, near Salem, Old Bull Run 
Church, whose location I cannot specify, and Piper's Church, in 
Leeds Manor, not one of which are now standing. They were, I 
suppose, all badly-built wooden churches, which soon came to ruin. 
I never saw Mr. Thomson, though he lived in a neighbouring parish 
and did not die until the year after I entered the ministry. From 
an examination of some of his sermons, or parts of sermons, I 
should S8Y that they were marked by more taste and talent than 
most of those which have been submitted to my perusal. But the 
Episcopal Church from various causes failed, and almost disap-
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peared, under his ministry. Other denominations took p088ession 
'If the ground which was once entirely ours. 

My nearness to Leeds parish, and its position being such that 
I must p&88 through it on my numerous visits to other parts of 
Virginia, caused me to preach more frequently there than in any 
of the surrounding parishes. Mr. Thomas Marshall, eldest son of 
the Chief-Justice, lived at the old homestead of the Marshalls, 
Oakhill, on the road to Warrington and Fredericksburg. He was 
one of my earliest and dearest Christian friends. He became a 
communicant at an early period. He often begged that, in any 
efforts I might make for the promotion of religion, which required 
pecuniary aid, I would consider him as ready to afford it. Mr. 
Thomas Ambler, a nephew of Judge Marshall, and an old school
mate of my early years, lived in the same neighbourhood. Cool 
Spring Meeting-house lay between them. At this I often preached, 
and it was the placf! where Mr. Lemmon officiated until perhaps the 
close of his labou~ in that parish. The Marshalls and Amblers 
continued to settle in this neighbourhood, until they have become 
two small congregations, or rather important parts of two congre
gations. The children of my esteemed friend, Mr. Thomas Mar
shall, six in pumber, settled in sight of each other, on the estate 
of their father, and are all living. * The Peytons, Turners, Be
verleys, HP'Ildersons, and others, descendants of Episcopal families, 
still adhere to the old Church, and are active in seeking its resus
citation. In the year 1816, the Rev. George Lemmon, of Balti
more, wJ.o graduated at Princeton College a. year or two before 
me, took charge of both Hamilton and Leeds parishes, and conti
nued to be the minister, with the exception of a. few years spent 
in Hagerstown, Maryla.nd, until his death. In my report to the 
Conv«mtion of 1847, I find the following notice of him:-

" In the death of the Rev. Mr. Lemmon, the Church has parted with one 
who had grown old and gray in her service, having devoted all his strength 
of body and mind to the promotion of her welfare. He who now addresses 
you haa lost his earliest and oldest brother in the ministry. Our acquaint
anC(", our friendship, our choice of the ministry, are all of the same date, 
and reach back to fony years save one. During all this period we have 
been living in the most intimate communion of soul. A sounder theo
logian, a more true-hearted minister, a more sincere Christian, I have never 
known," 

Never was there a. minister more esteemed and beloved by his 

* Mr. MarahaU was killed by the falling of a brick upon his head in Ba.tim.ll'et 
'11 hie way to Philadelphia to see his father, who died there 1\ few days after. 
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people of all ages and characters. His preaching-talents were not 
attractive, on account of the harshness of his voice, but he was faith. 
t'ul to the truth, and understood how to present it experimentally 
to the people. His forte was in private intercourse as a pastor 
and gentleman. Though strict in his views of. fashionable amuse. 
ments, in which the young are apt to delight, yet so tender, cour
teous, and loving was. he, that the yonng were ever pleased with 
his company and conversation. It is delightful to hear him spoken 
of to this day by his old parishioners. His health was very im· 
perfect for many years, and his ministrations very irregular; yet 
Buch was the attachment of his people in both congregations, that 
they bore it almost without complaining. The active friends of the 
Church and Mr. Lemmon were Colonel Randolph, of Easternview, 
(who was always sure to be at the minister's house on the first day 
of each year with his subscription of one hundred dollars,) the 
Horners, the Bells, the Withers, Smiths, Paines, Edmonds, Hen. 
dersons, Fitzhughs, Digges, and others, in Hamilton parish, and 
the Marshalls, Amblers, Scotts, Adamses, Carters, Chunns, and 
others, in Leeds parish. In Hamilton parish Mr. Lemmon was sue. 
ceeded by the present rector, the Rev. Mr. Norton, in the year 1847, 
under whose ministry the congregation has greatly increased, and 
by whose enterprise, aided by the zeal of some untiring ladies, a 
new church has been built at the cost of seven or eight thousand 
dollars. I have mentioned before that Judge Marshall had no 
hope of the revival of the Church in Virginia, though contributing 
liberally to the efforts made for it. He lived to see himself mis
taken, and to unite with his children and grandchildren in the 
services of our resuscitated Church in the very place of his nativity 
and amid the scenes of his early life. In my frequent visits to 
Coolspring and Oakhill, I often met with him, as I had done at my 
father's house, and other places in Frederick, in more boyish days. 
Though not a communi6ant, he was the sincere friend to religion 
and the Episcopal Church. I can never forget how he would pros. 
trate his tall form before the rude low benches, without backs, at 
Coolspring Meeting-House, in the midst of his children and grand. 
children and his old neighbours. In Richmond he always set an 
example to the gentlemen of the same conformity, though many of 
them did not follow it. At the building of the Monumental Church 
he was much incommoded by the narrowness of the pews, which 
partook too much of the modern fashion. Not finding room enough 
for his whole body within the pew, he used to take his seat neares* 
the door of his pew, and, throwing it open, let his legs stretch a 

Digitized by Google 



222 OLD CBURCBBS, MINISTERS, AND 

little into the aisle. This I have seen with my own eyes. He wa& 

a most conscientious man in regard to some things which others 
might regard as too trivial to be observed. It was my privilege 
more than once to travel with him between Fauquier and Frede
ricksburg, when we were both going to the lower country. On ODe 

occasion, the roads being in their· 'worst condition, when we came 
to that most miry part called t~ "Black Jack," we found that 
the travellers through it had taken a nearer and better road through 
a plantation. The fence being down, or very low, I was proceed
mg to pass over, but he said we had better go round, although each 
.tep was a plunge, adding that it was his duty, as one in office, to be 
very particular in regard to such things. As to some other matters, 
however, he was not so particular. Although myself never much 
given to dress or equipage, yet I was not at all ashamed to com
pare with him during these travels, whether as to clothing, horsp, 
saddle, or bridle. Servant he had none. Federalist as he was in 
polities, in his manners and habits he was truly republican. Would 
that all republicans were like him in this respect! He was fond of 
agriculture, Ilnd to gratify himself, and for the sake of exercise, he 
purchased .L small farm a few miles from Richmond, to which he 
often went. On one of my visits to Richmond. being in a street 
near his house, between daybreak and sunrise one morning, I met 

. him on horseback, with a bag of clover-seed lying before him, which 
he was carrying to hi .. farm, it being the time of sowing such seed. 
But the most interesting and striking feature in the domestic cha
racter of this truly great and good man was the tender and assidu
ous attentions paid to hi& aftlicted compa.nion, Mrs, Marshall was 
nervous in the extrom", The least noise was sometimes agony to 
her whole frame, and his perpetual endeavour was to keep the house 
and yard and outhouses as free as possible from the slightest cause 
of distressing her; walking himself at times about the house and 
yard without shoes. On one occasion, when she was in her most 
distressing state, the town authorities of Richmond manifested their 
great respect for him, and sympathy for her, by having either the 
town-clock or town-bell muffled. I am sure that every Virginian 
will excuse this digression. * 

* The 8trength 1108 well 1108 tenderneN of .Judge Marahall'. attachment to lin. 
Marshall will appeal' from the following al'eotiug tribute to her memory, wriUeD b, 
hiluelf, Deoember 26, 1882:-

.. Thie day of joy and feBtinty to the whole Christian world ie, to my ead hean. 
&be uudTenary of the keenest aIIIict.i,'n whlob humanitJ cau IUItaiD. While l1li 

Digitized by Google 



FA.MILIES OF VIRGINIA. 228 

I have nothing more to say of Leeds parish, but that during the 
lew years of Mr. Lemmon's stay at Hagerstown, the Rev. Mr. 

around ill gladn-. my mind dwells on the silent tomb, and cherishes the remem· 
brance of the beloved object which it contains. 

"On the 26th of December, 1831, it was the will of Heaven to take to itself the 
oompanion who bad sweetened the choicest pan of my life, had rendered toil a 
pleasure, had partaken of all my feelings, and was enthroned in the inmost reo_ 
of my heart. Never can 1 cease to feel the 1088 and to deplore it. Grief for her i. 
too _red ever to be profaned on this day, which shall be, during my existence, 
marked by a reoollection of her Tirtues. 

"On the 3d of January, 1788, 1 was united by the holiest bonds to the woman 1 
adored. From the moment of our union to that of our separation, 1 never ceased 
to thank Heaven for this its beat gift. Not a momeut plU!lled in which 1 did not 
consider her as a blessing trom which the chief happin_ of my life was derived. 
Thill neveMpng eentimant, originating in love, was cherished by a long and 010118 

obeervation of as amiable and estimable qualities as ever adorned the female bosom. 
To a person which in youth was very attractive, to manners uncommonly pleasing, 
she added a tne undertltanding, and the sweetest temper which can locompany a 
juat and modest eenll8 of what was due to herself. She 11''''' educated nth a pro
found rnerence for religion, which she preserved to her last momenta. This senti· 
ment, among her earliest and deepest impre88ions, gave a colouring to her whole life. 
Hen...... the religion taught by the SaTiour of man. She was a firm believer in 
the ftUth inculcated by the Churoh (Bpiecopal) in which she was bred. 

"I have loat her, and with her have lost the 801aoa of my life ! Yet she remains 
nilI the companion of my retired hours, still occupies my inmost bosom. When 
alone and unemployed, my mind still recurs to her. More than a thoUllllnd times 
IiDOl the 26th of December, 1881, have 1 repeated to myaelf the beautiful lines 
written by General Burgoyne, under a Bimilar amiction, sUbatituting 'Mal"J' for 
'.lDna:'-

" 'Bncompua'd in an angel'. trame, 
An angel's virtues lay; 

Too soon did HeaTeD _rt its clalm 
And take its own away 1 

My Mary's worth, my Mary's charms, 
Can never more return I 

What now Bhallfill these widow'd arms ! 
Ah me 1 my Mary's urn 1 
A.h me 1 ah me! my Mary's urn!' It 

As to the religious opinions of Judge Marshall, the following extract from a letter 
of the BeT. Mr. Norwood may be eutirely relied on:-

"I have read some remarks of yours in regard to Chief·Justioe Marshall, which 
have suggested to me to communicate to you the following facts, whioh maT be use
tal shonld you again publiah any thiug in relation to hia religiona opinlona. 1 often 
Tilited Mrs. General Haney during her last illne88. From her 1 reoeived this state
ment. She was muoh with her father during the last months of his life, and told 
me that the reason why he never oommuned was, that he was a Unitarian in opinion, 
thongh he never Joined their lOOiety. He told hf'l" that he believed in the truth of 
the Christian reTelation, but not in the diTinity of Christ; therefore he could 1i0' 

lODUIlune in the Bpiscopal Churoh. But during the last months of hia lite he read 
Keith on Proph8OJ. where our SaTiour's divinity is incidentally treated, and 11'&1 
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Barnes took his place both in Leeds and Hamilton, and that after 
Mr. Lemmon's death the Rev. Mr. Slaughter officiated in Leedt 
parish in conjunction with Upperville and Middleburg. At Mr. 
Slaughter's resignation oCthe charge, the Rev. Wm. H. Pendleton 
became the minister, and so continued until the year 1854. The 
present minister is the Rev. Mr. Callaway. The parish has recently 
been subdivided. There are two new churches under the care of 
the Rev. Mr. Shields, in the part recently cut oft", and one in the 
other under the care or Mr. Callaway. An excellent parsonage is 
now being built. 

eonnncecl by his wort, and the faller inTestigation to whicb it led, or the supreme 
diTinity of the SaTioar. Be determined to apply for admiBaion to the CommmOil 
of oar Chareh,-objeoted to commune in printe, beoa1l88 he thought it his duty to 
make a public conteaaiOD of the SaTioar,_d, while waiting for improTed health to 
enable him to go to the churoh for that purpotle, he grew WOI'88 and died, without 
eTer communing. 1Il'8. BarTey wu a lady of the strictest probity, the most hUDlble 
piety, and of a clear diacriminating mind, and her statement, the 8ubstance ot which 
I giTe you accurately, (haTing reduced it to writing.) may be entirely relied on. 

"I remember to hATe heard Bishop Moore repeatedly expreaa bis surprise (wh_ 
apeo.kiug of Judge Mal'8ha1l) that, though he wu 80 punctual in his attendance at 
chareb, and reproTed Mr. -. and Mr. -. and Mr. --, when tbey were ablellt, 
and knelt during the prayel'8 and responded terTOUtly, yet he neTer communed. The 
reason WAIl that which he gaTe to his daughter, Mrs. Haney. Bhe ssid he died aD 
humble, penitent belieTer in Christ, according to the orthodox creed of the Cha.rch. 

"Very truly, yoar friend aud brotber iu Christ, WK. NOBWOOD. 

uP.B.-Another fact, illustrating the lutiug iuSneuee of maternal instructiOll, 
wu mentioned by Mrs. Haney. Her rather told her that he neTer went to bed 
without concluding his prayer with those which his mother taught him when .. 
child.-Tia.: the Lord's Prayer aDd the prayer beginning, 'Now I lay me down te 
Bleep.' " 
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ARTICLE LXVn. 

fmro Parll1&, FairJaz Oountg. 

li'AIll1l'AX county wu separated from Prince William in the year 
1742, and at first embraced Loudon county. The whole of thia 
wu coverod with Truro parish. * In 1749, Cameron parish was 
cut off from it, and wu afterward in Loudon, when that county 
was separated from Fairfax in 1757. The parish of Truro wu 
again divided in the year 1764. In the years 1754, 1758, and 
1764, I have evidence that the Rev. Chu. Green was the minister 
of Truro parish, and probably lived in the neighbourhood of Gun-
8ton, the seat of the Muon family, near which stood the old ohuroh 
which was superseded by Pohick or Mount Vernon Church. Mr. 
George Muon makes mention of him in a letter dated 1764. I 
think it probable General W uhington also mentions the same person 
as visiting Mount Vemon in 1760, when Mrs. W uhington wu sick. 
How long he may have been the minister after 1764, I cannot 
ascertain. He was succeeded by the Rev. Lee Ml\8sey, either in 
or before the year 1767, u that is the date of one of his sermoWi 
preached at the Old Pohick Church. He wa.s also in the parish u 
minister in the year 1785, u I find from the date of 0. sermon 
preached at the present Pohick Church, which wu built during his 
ministry, of which I P088eBS the proof. How long he ministered a.ftcr 
thiB, I am unable to say. Mr. Musey was a lawyer previous to his 
engaging in the ministry, and wu ordained by the Bishop of London 

• A curious oircumstance in relation to the fi1'8t monmente of this pariah is 
recorded in the fifth yolume of Henning, pp. 274-276. The Act of Assembly is as 
foUowa :-" Whereas, it is represented to this Assembly, that dive1'8 of the iJlha.. 
bitanta of !he parish of Truro, in the county of Fairfu, do now and for Benral yean 
put han acted as yeetrymen of the said parish, although many of them were neYer 
lawfully chosen or qualified; that BennU pretendiug to aot as vestrymen are not 
able to read or write, and, under a oolour of being lawfully ohoaen, haye taken 
upon themaelyea to hold l'eatriee, and imposed many bardships on the inhabitants 
of the said pariah: for remedy thereof be it enacted," &0. The Act prooeeds to 
order a new election, though ratifying the lenes of the pretended 1'Ostty. As Lau
renoe Washington, the elder brother of the General, William Fairfax, George Mason, 
and his father, of Gunston, and othe1'8 of oharacter and eduoation, were then in the 
pvish, IUld BOOn after werenstrymen, we presume that the condemned act was done 
meome other part of the oounty. 

VOL. 11.-16 
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for Virginia in 1766. His sermons evince talent and are sound m 
doctrine, but, like most of that day, want evangelical life and 
spirit, and would never rouse lost sinners to a sense of their con
dition. He was a man of great wit and humour, the indulgence 
of which was the fault of many of the clergy of that day. The 
following account of a dispute between himself and his vestry 
has been sent me, and illustrates his character. The clerk whom 
Mr. Massey had selected was unacceptable to the vestry, and in order 
to get rid of him they give him no salary or a very small one. Mr. 
Massey complaining, the vestry met and passed two resolutions :-
1st. That the minister had a right to choose his clerk; 2d. That 
the vestry had a right to fix his salary. In a letter to the vestry 
Mr. Massey descanted on these resolutions with severity, and thus 
concluded:-" And now, gentlemen, as to the knowing ones among 
you,-and I admit there are such,-I would say, 'humanum eat 
errare;' and, &8 to the rest of you, 'ne IUtor ultra crepidam.' " 
Mr. Massey was a native of King George. His mother was an 
Alexander. He lived to his eighty-sixth year, and died in 1814. 
He had, however, ceased from the ministry for many years before his 
death. The old familiee had left the neighbourhood or the Church. 
General Washington, at the close of the war, had fully connected 
himself with Christ Church, Alexandria, and Pohick was deserted 
or only attended occasionally by some ministers of whom I shall 
presently speak. Before taking leave of Mr. Massey, I will adduce 
the proof that was mentioned that Mount Vernon or Pohick Church 
was built during his ministry, and not at the much earlier date aa 
supposed by some. A friend has furnished me the following state
ment:-

" The date of its erection is iDscribed on and Dear the head of one of the 
columns formiDg part of the ornamental work of the ohancel, in the fol

. lowing maDner :-' 1773. W. B., sculptor.' " 

The date is also further established by a deed recorded in the 
county court, of which I have a copy. It is a deed from the vestry 
of a pew in the church to Mr. Massey and his succe88ors. 

" A deed from the vestry of Truro pariah, in the 001lDty of FairCu, .. 
wit:-George W88hingtoD, Geo. M880n, Daniel McCarty, AleDllder Hen
derson, Thom88 Ellzey, Thomas Withers Coffer, Peter Waggener, Thomas 
Ford, Martin Cockburn, William Triplett, William Payne, Jr., John Barry, 
John Gunnell, and Thomas Triplett, to Lee MR8IJeY, dated 25th of Feb
ruary, 1774, reoite that, whereaa, in the new church lately built near 
Pohick, the vestry have set &part one of the pews,-viz.: 'he ODe OAt 

Digitized by Goog I e 



FAMILIBS OF VIRGINIA. 227 

the pulpit, on the east side thereof, and adjoinin~ the north front wall of 
the ohurch, for the use of the said Lee M&88ey, (now rector,) of the said 
parish, and his SUOOea801'8. 

" Teate, ALl'Bw Moss." 

We have in this document not only a witness to the age of the 
present Pohick Church, but a list of the vestrymen of that day. We 
have seen a printed list of the vestry of Truro and Fairfax parishes 
in the year 1765,-just after the division,-in which are some 
other names belonging to the neighbourhood of Pohick,-as George 
Wm. Fairfax, Edward Blackburn, William Lynton, William Gar
diner, &c. It comes from a leaf, it is said, of the old Pohick vestry
book, which has by some means gotten into the Historical Society 
of New York. Of the vcstry-book itself I can hear no tidings. 
In the year 1785, I find the name of George Washington, in his 
own handwriting,-not as a vestryman, but as a pew-holder and 
subscriber,-in the vestry-book of Christ Church, Alexandria. After 
this he seldom, if ever, attended at Pohick. 

It will be expected that I should say something concerning the 
tradition as to the part which Washington took in the location of 
Pohick Church. The following account is probably the correct one. 
The Old Pohick Church was a frame building, and occupied a site 
on the south side of Pohick Run, and about two miles from the 
present, which is on the north side of the run. When it was no 
longer fit for use, it is said the parishioners were called together 
to determine on the lo.cality of the new church, when George 
Mason, the compatriot of Washington, and senior vestryman, 
advocated the old site, pleading that it was the house in which their 
fathers worshipped, and that the graves of many were around it, 
while Washington and others advocated a more central and con
venient one. The question WIlo8 left unsettled and another meeting 
for its decision appointed. Meanwhile Washington surveyed the 
neighbourhood, and marked the houses and distances on a well
drawn map, and, when the day of decision arrived, met all the 
arguments of his opponent by presenting this paper, and thus 
carried his point. In place of any description of this house ill its 
past or present condition, I offer the following report of a visit made 
to it in 1837:-

" My next visit was to Pohick Churoh, in the vioinity of 1\lount Vernon, 
dle seat of General Washington. I designed to perform servioe there on 
Saturday as well as Sunday, but t~rough some mistake no notice was given 
for the Cormer day. The weather indeed was suoh as to prevent the Ill
II8Dlblingof any but those who prize suoh occasions so muoh as to be deterred 
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only by VfJry strong considerations. It was still raining when I al proaohed 
the house, and found no one there. The wide-open dcors invited me to 
enter,-as they do invite, day and night, through the year, not only the 
paaaing traveller, but every beast of the field and fowl of the air. Theee 
latter, however, seem to have reverenced the house of God, since few 
marks of their pollution are to be seen throughout it.. The interior of the 
house, baving been well built, is still good. The chancel, Commuuion
table, and tables of the law, &C. are still there and in good order. The roof 
only is decaying; and at the time I was there the rain was dropping on theee 
Bacred places and on other parts of the house. On the doors of the peWB, 
in gilt letters, are still to be seen the names of the principal families which 
once oooupied them. How could I, while for at least an hour traversing 
those long aisles, entering the sacred chancel, aacending the lofty pulpit, 
forbear to ask, And is this the houae of God which was built by the Wa.m
ingtons, the ~I&80ns, the l\IcCartys, the Grahams, the Lewises, the Fair
faxes l-the house in which they used to worship tbe God of our fath.,1'8 
according to the venerable forms of the Episcopal Church,-and some of 
whose names are yet to be seen on the doors of those now deserted pe1t1l r 
Is this also destined to moulder piecemeal away, or, when some signal ia 
given, to become the prey of spoilers, and to be carried hither and thither 
and applied to every pUrpo!'e under heaven? 

It Surely patriotism, or reverence for the greatest of patriots, if not re
ligion, might be effectually appealed to in behalf of this one temple of 
God. The particular location of it is to be aacribed to Washington, who, 
being an active member of the vestry when it was under consideration and 
in dispute where it should be placed, carefully surveyed tbe whole parish, 
and, drawing an aocurate and handsome map of it with his own hand, 
showed clearly where the claims of justice and the interests of re1igioD 
required its erection." 

"It was to this church that Washington for some years regularly 
repaired, at a distance of six or seven miles, never permitting any 
company to prevent the regular observance of the Lord's day. 
And shall it now be. permitted to sink into ruin for want of a few 
hundred dollars to arrest the decay already begun? The families 
which once worshipped there are indeed nearly all gone, and those 
who remain are not competent to its complete repair. But there 
are immortal beings around it, and not far distant from it, who 
might be forever blessed by the word faithfully preached therein. 
"The poor shall never fail out of any land, and to them the Gos

pel ought to be preached. 
"For some years past one of the students in our Theological Semi

nary has acted as lay reader in it, and occasionally a professor 
has added his services. Within the last year the Rev. Mr. Johnson, 
residing in the neighbourhood, has performed more frequent duties 
there. 
"On the day following the one which has given rise to the above, 

I preached to a. very considerable congregation in this old church, 
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JDe-tJwod of which was made up of coloured persons. The sacra
ment was then administered to twenty persons. If I should ever 
be permitted to visit thie house again, it must be under circum
stances far more cheering, or far more gloomy, than those which 
attended my recent visit." 

I am happy to say that this report led the Rev. Mr. Johnson to 
its use, in a circular, by means of which he raised fifteen hundred 
dollars, with which a new roof and ceiling and other repairs were 
put on it, by which it has been preserved from decay and fitted for 
such occasional services as are performed there. A friend, who 
has recently visited it, informs me that many of the doors of the 
pews are gone. Those of George Washington and George Mason 
are not to be found,-perhaps borne away as relics. Those of 
George William Fairfax, Martin Cockburn, Daniel McCarty, 
William Payne, and the rector's, are still standing and their 
names legible. Of Martin Cockburn and Mrs. Cockburn, intimate 
friends of George Mason, we have heard a high character for piety 
and benevolence. Mr. Cockburn was from the West Indies, and 
Mrs. Cockburn was a Miss Bronaugh, a relative of the Masons, of 
Gunston. They left no children to inherit and perpetuate their 
virtues and graces. The family of Mason has long adhered to Old 
Gunston, near which was the Old Pohick. The following account, 
from one of the family, will be interesting to its members and 
friends. The first of the family who came to Virginia was Colonel 
George Mason, who was a member of the British Parliament in the 
reign of Charles the First. In Parliament he opposed with great 
eloquence the arbitrary measures of the King, but when the civil 
war commenced he drew hie sword on the side of the King and was 
an officer in Charles the Second's army, and commanded a regi
ment of horse. When the King's army was defeated at Worcester 
by Oliver Cromwell in 1651, he disguised himself, and was con
cealed by some peasants until he got an opportunity to embark for 
America. He had considerable possessions in Staffordshire, (though 
the family was of old a Warwickshire one,) where he was born and 
generally lived; ~ll of which were lost. A younger brother em
barked with him, and they arrived and landed in Norfolk, Virginia. 
The younger brother, William, married Uld died at or near Norfolk. 
He left a son, who went to Boston and settled. His female de
IlCendants married among the Thoroughgoods, and that family was 
for a long time in Princess Anne,-perhaps may be now. Colonel 
George Mason went up the Potomac and settled at Accotink, near 
Pasbytanzy, where he died and WIl8 buried. He called the county 
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Stafford, after his native county in England. Such at least is the 
probable conjecture. This is the George Mason who, in anothel 
place, we have spoken of as being, with his wife and Colonel Brent, 
sponsor in baptiam for a young Indian chief whom they took pri
souer in Maryland. Our notice was taken from one of the early 
Tracts, republished by Peter Force, and which is ascribed to Mr. 
Mason himself. The Mason family intermarried with the Brents, 
Fitzhughs, and Thompsons at an early period, and afterward with 
the McCartys, Bronaughs, Grahams, and many others. 

Of one branch of this family, in connection with another old 
family of Virginia, I have something to say. There was at Hamp
ton, in Elizabeth City county, an old Episcopal family by the name 
of Westwood. A daughter of one member of it, Elizabeth West
wood, married a Mr. Wallace. At his death she married John 
Thompson Mason, who settled at Chappawamsic, in Staffor~ county. 
She was the mother of Mr. Temple Mason, of Loudoun, and other 
children, among whom was a daughter named Euphan, who mar
ried Mr. Bailey Washington, of Stafford. At the death of her 
husband, Mr. Washington, she married Mr. Brent, and lived and 
died at Park Gate, in Prince William county. She had many chil
dren. Among them was a daughter, who married first Mr. McCrae, 
then Mr. Storke, of Fredericksburg. Her daughter Euphan mar
ried Mr. Roy, of Matthews. This is mentioned as introductory to 
some extracts from a few letters of old Mrs. Mason to her son, 
Temple Mason, of Leesburg, showing the earnest desire she had 
for the religious welfare of her children. From a letter of her 
grand-daughter, ~rs. Storke, I learn that she was living at the time 
of her death at Dumfries, in Prince William county. She was one 
of those old-fashioned Virginia ladies who, like Mrs. General 
Washington and Solomon's model of a lady, not only superintended 
the labours of her servants, but worked with her own hands. This 
ahe did until within a few days of her death. But her soul was 
much more actively engaged with God. While it was possible, she 
bent her knet's daily before God, even when it was thought im
proper to attempt it. Among her last words were the following:
"Oertainly, certainly~ I can see no otht'r way than that of Christi 
crucified." "Christ is my all in all." 

Let the following sentences, from a letter to her son Temple in 
1816, sink deep into the hearts of all her descendants. After 
exhorting him earnestly to attend at once to personal religion, by 
reading the Scriptures, and prayer, a.nd a.ttendance on public wor
ship, she thus concludes:-
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CC Bave no work done on the Sabbath more than is necessary to be done 
Have yonr victuals cooked on Saturday. Give your poor slaves who work 
in the field, Saturday to sell what they make, that they may have it in 
their power to go to worship on Sunday. Attend to your dear children. 
Bring them up in the fear of the Lord. Ue requires it of you to teach 
them their prayers. Set them an example, by having family worship fOi 
them and your Benanti. Pray for faith: it is the gift of God. He will 
hear our prayers, if we ask in faith. Oh that the Lord Almighty and 
my blessed Saviour may awaken you and open the eyes of' your under
standing, while you are readin~ these lines, and bring you to consider 
what will make for your everlasting salvation. Oh, if you did but know 
what your aged mother feela for you and the rest of her children and 
grandchildren, how much she implores the mercy of God with daily fer
vent prayer, that he would of his great love and pity convert you all," &c. 

In two other letters, one of them dated in 1818, she writes in 
the same earnest strain. One of them to her son Temple, whom 
she addresses, "My dear child," thus concludes :-" 0 my blessed 
God, of thy great mercy, grant, while you are reading these lines, 
that you may consider and turn and seek him and find him. Oh, 
what a joy it would give your aged mother to hear or see that you 
were converted!" 

That the prayers of this aged woman were heard in behalf of 
one of her grandchildren, all who knew Mrs. Henry Magill, of 
Leesburg, wiJl be ready to believe. 

Among the families which belonged to Pohick Church was that 
of Mr. Lawrence Lewis, the nephew of General Washington, th~ 
son of his sister Betty, who married Mr. Lewis. Mr. Lawrence 
Lewis married Miss Custis, the grand-daughter of Mrs. Washington. 
In many of the pictures of the Washington family she may be 
seen, as a girl, in a groupe with the General, Mrs. Washington. 
and her brother Washington Parke Custis. There were two other 
full-sisters, who married Mr. Law and Mr. Peter. Mrs. Custis, the 
widow of Mr. Washington's son, married again. Her second hus
band was Dr. David Steuart, first of Hope Park, and then of Ossian 
Hall, Fairfax county. He was the son and grandson of the two 
Mr. Steuam who were ministers in King George for so long a 
period. They had a numerous offspring. The residence of Mr 
Lawrence Lewis was a few miles only from Mount Vernon, and W88 

called Woodlawn. After the desertion of Pohick they also attended 
in Alexandria, and some time after the establishment of St. Paul's 
congregation, and the settlement of Dr. Wilmer in it, they united 
themselves to it, and were much esteemed by Dr. Wilmer, as he waa 
by them. After some years they removed to an estate near Berry
ville. in what WBl! then Frederick, now Clarke county. Mr. Lew 
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was one of the most amiable of men by nature, and became a sin 
cere Ohristian, and a communicant of our Ohurch. His person 
was tall and commanding, and his face full of benignity, as wu 
his whole character. I wish some of our friends at a distance 
could have seen him in the position I once beheld him in the church 
at Berryville, when I was administering the Holy Oommunion. 
Some of his servants were members of the church in that place, 
and on that day one of them came up after the "hite members had 
communed. It so happened that Mr. Lewis himself had not com
muned, but came up and knelt by the side of his servant, feeling no 
doubt that one God made them and one Saviour redeemed them. 
Mrs. Lewis was also a zealous member of the Ohurch, a lady of 
fine mind and education, and very popular in her manners. Like 
her grandmother, she knew the use of her hands, and few ladies in 
the land did more with them for all Ohurch and charitable purposes, 
even to the last days of a long life. They had three children. 
Their son, Lorenzo, married a Miss Ooxe, of Philadelphia., and 
settled on the estate in Clarke, but died some years since. The 
two daughters married, the one Mr. Oonrad, of New Orleans, and 
"he other Mr. Butler, of Mississippi or Louisiana. A nameroUl 
posterity is descending from them. * 

• The Lewis ramily or Eastern Virginia ia or Welah origin. Their aaoestor, 
General Robert Lewia, (whose name ia tal'onrably mentioned in English hilltory.) 
came from Wales to Glou_tar county, Virginia, in the laUer part or the ee1'8nteenda 
century, and there lil'ed and died. Hia BOn Robert, who also lind and died in 
Glouoester, had three BODB,-Fie1ding, John, and Charles. or the two last I ha1'8 
1'eCei1'8d no account. Mr. Fielding Lewis, or Wyanote, Charles City oounty, was 
doubtl888 a desoendant or one or them. Colonel Fielding Lewis, BOn or the 8eCOIId 
Robert, remol'ed to Frederiobbarg early in lite, was a merchant or high atanding 
and wealth, a l'eatryman, magiatrate, and burgess, and daring the R01'olution, 
being a genuine patriot, auperintended the manutaotun! or armB iu the Deighbour
hood. He was twice married. HiB first wite was the oouain and hill BeOOad the 
BiBter or General Washington. One child only, out or three by hiB first wite, lim 
to any ooDSiderable age. HiB name was John. He mOl'ed to Kentuoky, and left a 
posterity there. The ohildren or Colonel LewiB by his BeOOnd wire, Betty Wash
ington, were Ilx,-Fielding, George, Elilabeth, Lawrence, Robert, and Howell. 
Fielding died in Fairfax oounty, leaYing deeoendanta. Elisabeth married Mr. 
Charles Carter"and was one or the mOlt intereBting and ezemplary or ChriatiuIL 
George was oaptaIn in Baylor'a regiment, and oommander or General Washington'. 
lite-gaud. In hi. arms General Meroer ezpired OD the field or baWe at PriDOCtoD. 
Toward the olose or the WAr he married and settled Dear BenyyWe in Old Frede
riok, and toot an interest in the alfain or the Church in that parish. After_e 
yean he remol'ed to Frederioksburg, and rrom thence to King George, dying at hI8 
-t, Marmion, in 1821. He enjoyed the highest confidence or General Washingtoa, 
being eent hy him on a Becret ezpedition or g-eat importUloe so Canada. )(r 
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J.'here were other families who belonged to this pariah and church, 
but I am not possessed of information to enable me to speak of 
them as I could wish. The Chichesters, the Footes and Triplettll, 
were, I am told, the last to leave it. The following letter from my 
friend, General Henderson, of Washington, gives some notice of 
his father, Alexander Hendel'tlon, who was one of the vestry of 
Pohick Church who signed the d.eed of a pew to Rev. Mr. Massey:-

"WolSIlIKOroK, 6th or February. 1867. 
"My DEAB SIB:-l received yours this morning. My father, Alex

ander Hende1'8On, came to this country from Scotland in the year 1756, 
and settled first as a merchant in Colohester. During the Revolutionary 
War he retired to a farm in Fairfax county to avoid the possibility of faIl
Ing into the hands of the English, as he-had taken a deoided part on the 
aide of freedom against the mother-country. About 1787 or 1788 he re
moved to Dumfries. He died in the latter part of 1815, leavin~ six sona 
and four daughters, all grown. John, Alexander, and James emigrated to 
Western Virginia, and settled as farmers in Wood county. Riohard and 
Thomas were known to you, the former living in Leesburg and the latter 
for the last twenty years being in the medical department of the army. 
James and myself are the only surviving sons. Two of my sisters-Mrs. 
Anne Hende1'8On and Mrs. Margaret WaiIace-are still alive. My sisters 
Jane and Mary died many years ago. The latter married Mr. Inman Hor
ner, of Warrenton. All the members of the family have been, with scaroe 
an exception, steady Epiacopaliana." 

Of Mr. Richard Henderson, of Leesburg, Dr. Thomas Hender
son, and the sisters, I need not speak to the inhabitants of Lees
burg and Warrenton, where they were so well known as the props 
of our Church. The author of the letter from which I have ex
tracted has long been a communicant and active vestryman of the 
Church in Washington. 

I have said that after the Revolution, when General Washington 
changed his attendance from Pohick to Alexandria, and others left 
the parish, regular services ceased in that part of the county. Mr. 
Massey either relinquished services because none attended, or from 
some other cause, although he lived many years after. The Rev. 

Lawrenoe Lewis, of whom we haTe epoken above, was aid to General MorgaD, iD 
his apedition to the West to queD the insnrreotion in PenDIY1TaDia. Mr. Robert 
Lewi .. the fourth Bon of Colonel Fielding Lewis, was the prints _tary of Gene
ral Washington during a part of bis Prellidential term. In the year 179&, be took 
up Ida residenoe iD Frederiobburg, wbere as private oitilen, as ma)'or or the town, 
SlId as a oommunieant of the BpillOopal Cburch, he was uni.enall1 _teemed ... 
be1oTed. His daughter Judith married the ReT. B. C. MoGnire. who hall 10 10lIl 
been the miDiater of the BpillOopal Church in i1'rederiobburg. Mr. Bowell, the 
IIftb and last lion of Colonel Fielding Lewi .. mOTed to Kanawha county, wben 
lOme of hill posterity still reride. 
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Mr. We ems, iu his books, announces htmself as the rector of tm. 
parish after this period. H some may, by comparisou, be called 
"nature's noblemen," he might surely have been prononneed one 
of "nature's oddities." Whether in private or publio, in prayera 
or preaching, it was impossible that either the youug or old, the 
grave or the gay, could keep their risible faculties from violent 
agitation. To suppose him to have been a kind of private ohaplain 
to suoh a man as Washington, as has been the impreBBion of some, 
is the greatest of incongruities. But I wish to do him ample jnstice. 
Although his name never appears on the journals of any of our 
Conventions, and cannot be found ou the lists of those ordained for 
Virginia or Maryland by the Bishop of London, so that a doubt 
has been entertained whether he ever was ordained a minister of 
our Church, yet I have ascertained that to be a fact. We pre
sume that he was from Maryland, as there are or were persona of 
that name there, who were said to be his relatives. We will give 
him oredit for muoh benevolenoe, muoh of what Sterne called the 
milk of humau kindneBB, and of whioh Mr. Weems delighted 
to speak in his sermons and writings. In proof of our disposition 
to do him ample jnstioe, we present the following aceount of his 
boyhood in Maryland, whioh has been given ns by one who knew 
him:-

"In his youth Mr. Weems was an inmate of the family of }Ir. Jemfer, 
of Charles county, Maryland. They confided in him as a boy of principle, 
and had no doubt as to his uprightness and morality until abont his fonr· 
teenth year. When at that age he was seen to leave the honae every even
ing after tea and to be often awa1 until late at night. The family began 
to be afraid that hc was getting mto corrupt habits, and, notwithstanding 
his assurance that he would do nothing that would render him nnworthyof 
their esteem and friendship, they felt nneasy. He scorned the idea of 
abusing their confidence, but, as he pe1'8isted in the practioe of going 
away, at length they determined to find out what was the canse of it. 
Accordingly one night a plan was laid by which he was tracked. After 
pU1'8Ding his trail for some distance into the pines, they came to an old 
hut, in which was young Weems, surrounded by the bareheaded, hue
footed, and half-clad children of the neighbourhood, whom he had been ia 
the habit of thus gathering aronnd him at night, in order to give them 
iustruction." • 

I acknowledge that he was in the habit of having the 88nant, .. 
sembled in private houses, where he would spend the night, and would 
recite a portion of Soripture, for he never read it out of the book, 
and perhaps say something to them, or in the prayer about them, 
but. then it was in suoh a way as only to produoe merriment. This 
I have experienced in my own family and at my mother's, aud ha.v, 
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heard othen; testify to the same. I do not think he could have long 
even pretended to be the rector of any parish. From my earliest 
knowledge of him he was a travelling bookseller for Mr. Matthew 
Carey, of Philadelphia, visiting all the States south of Pennsylvania, 
and perhaps some north of it, in a little wagon, with his fiddle as a 
constant companion to amuse himself and others. If he would pray 
with the servants at night in their owners' houses, he "'ould play 
the fiddle for them on the roadside by day. One instance of his 
good-nature is well attested. At the old tavern in Caroline county, 
Virginia, called the White Chimneys, Mr. Weems and some stroll
ing players or puppet-showmen met together one night. A notice 
of some exhibition had been given, and the neighbours had assem
bled to witness it. A fiddle was necessary to the full performance, 
and that was wanting. Mr. Weems supplied the deficiency. 

Be was of a very enlarged charity in 311 respects. Though calling 
himself an Episcopal minister, he knew no distinction of Churches. 
He preached in every pulpit to which he could gain access, and 
where he could recommend his books. His books were of all kinds. 
Mr. Carey, his employer, was a Roman Catholic, but dealt in aH 
manner of books. On an election or court-day at Fairfax Court
House, I once, in passing to or from the upper country, fonnd Mr. 
Weems, with a book easeful for sale, in the portico of the tavern. 
On looking at them I saw Paine's" Age of Reason," and, taking it 
into my hand, turned to him, and asked if it was possible that h" 
could sell such a book. He immediately took out the Bishop of 
Llandaft"s answer, and said, "Behold the antidote. The bane and 
antidote are both before you." He carried this spurious charity 
into his sermons. In my own pulpit at the old chapel, in my ab· 
sence, it being my Sunday in Winchester, he extolled Tom Paine 
and one or more noted infidels in America, and said if their ghostd 
could return to the earth they would be shocked to hear the false
hoods which were told of them. I was present the following day, 
when my mother charged him with what she had heard of his ser
mon, and well remember that even he was confused and speechless. 
Some of Mr. Weems's pamphlets on drunkenness and gambling would 
be most admirable in their eft"ects, but for the fact that you know 
not what to believe of the narrative. There are passages of deep 
pathos and great eloquence in them. His histories of Washington 
and Marion are very popular, but the same must be said of them. 
You know not how much of fiction there is in them. That of Wash
ington has probably gone through more editions than all oth!lrs, and 
~ been read by more persons than those of Marshall, Ramsey, 
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Bancroft, and Irving, put together. To conclude,-all the while 
that Mr. Weems was thus travelling over the land, an object of 
amusement to so many, and of profit to Mr.Oarey, he was trans
mitting support to his interesting and pious family, at or near 
Dumfries, who, if I am rightly informed, were attached to the Me
thodist Ohurch. If in this, or any thing else which I have written, 
any mista~e has been made, I should be glad to receive its cor
rection. 

There were three other ministers who occasionally preached at 
Pohick, and visited Mount Vernon after the dea.th of General and 
Mrs. Washington, of whom a few words must be said. But, before 
these few are said, it is proper to speak of the change which took 
place at Mount Vernon by the death of its illustrious owners. It 
is well known that Judge Bush rod Washington, the son of General 
Washington's brother John, inherited Mount Vernon. He was in 
full communion with the Ohurch when I first became acquainted 
with him in 1812, having no doubt united himself with it in Ph~ 
delphia under Bishop White, while attending the Supreme Oourt 
in tha.t place. I know that he was intimate with Bishop White 
and highly esteemed him. Judge Washington attended one or more 
\If our earliest Oonventions in Richmond and was a punctual mem
ber of the Standing Oommittee from that time until his death. He 
married into the family of Blackburns, of Ripon Lodge, not many 
miles from Dumfries, and perhaps twelve from Mount Vernon. The 
first Richard Blackburn of whom our vestry-books speak married a 
daughter of the Rev. James Scott, of Dumfries. His son was, I 
believe, the father of Mrs. Bushrod Washington, Mrs. Henry 
Turner, of Jefferson, Mr. Richard and Thomas Blackburn. The 
family at Ripon Lodge had long been the main support of the 
church at Dumfries and Oentreville, and their house the resort of 
the clergy. I have before me a paper drawn up in 1812 for the 
support of the Rev. Oharles O'Neill. The first and highest sub
scriber is Mr. Thomas Blackburn, who was, I believe, the husband 
of our excellent friend Mrs. Blackburn, who lived near Berryville 
for many of the last years of her life. His subscription is fifty 
dollars. The next highest is that of a Mr. Edmund Denny, twenty
five dollars. The next Dr. Humphrey Peake, for twenty dollars. 
All the rest much less. Old Mrs. Blackburn, with her four grand
daughters,-Jane, Polly, Ohristian, and Judy Blackburn,--daugh. 
ters of Mr. Richard Blackburn, were much at Mount Vernon. I Le 
came acquaintcd with them during the years 1812 and 1813, while 
I was ministering in Alexandria. They were the first-fruits of my 
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mInistry in that plaJe, and very dear to me. Two of them-Jane 
and Polly-married nephews of Judge Washington, and settled in 
JefForson. One of them-Judy-married Mr. Gustavus Alexander, 
of King George, and the fourth-Christian-died unmarried. By 
my intimacy with these four most estimable ladies and with Mrs. 
Blackburn and her sister, Mrs. Taylor, I ha.ve from time to time 
become acquainted with the state of things at Ripon Lodge and 
Mount Vernon as to the clergy. The Rev. Mr. Kemp and the Rev. 
Mr. Moscrope occasionally officiated at Dumfries and Pohick, and 
perhaps at Centreville, for the want of those who were better. But 
in order to conceal the shame of the clergy from the younger ones, 
and to prevent their loss of attachment to religion and the Church, 
the elder ones had sometimes to hurry them away to bed or take 
them away from the presence of these ministers when indulging too 
freely in the intoxicating cup. The doctrine of total abstinence in 
families, of banishing wine and spirits from the cellar and the table, 
was not thought of then in the best of families. If the minister 
chose it, he must drink. The third and last minister, and who died, 
I think, in 1818, was the Rev. Charles O'Neill, who was an im
provement on the two last. The families at Mount Vernon and 
Ripon Lodge were fond of him. He always spent his Christmas at 
Mount Vernon, and ('n those occasions was dressed in a full suit 
of velvet, which General Washington had left behind, and which 
had been given to Mr. O'Neill. But as General Washington was 
tall and well proportioned in all his parts, and Mr. O'Neill "at; 

peculiarly formed, being of uncommon length of body and brevity 
of lege, it was difficult to make the clothes of the one, even though 
altered, sit well upon the other. * 

* III speaking of Mount Vemon, it might be ezpected that I showd I&YlOmethiDg 
of this yenerable hOWle and beautiful place, and the Washington nwt, and that I 
should han an appropriate piotorial repreaentation of the aame; but, as they are to 
be read of and their similitudes seen in so many boob, I sh~ll refer my readere to 
those boob. There waa, however, one object of interest belonging to General 
Washington, concerning whioh I have a Bpecial right to apeak,-vis.: his old English 
coach, in which himself and lin. Washinaton not only rode in Fairfax county, but 
vanlled throngh the length and breadth of onr land. 80 faithfully was it e:s:ecuted 
that, at the conclUBion of this long joomey, ita builder, who came oyer with it and 
se~ed in Alexandria, was proud to be told by the General that not a nail or IOrew 
had failed. It 10 happened, in a way I need not state, that this coach came into 
my handa about &fteen yean after the death of General Washington. In the oourse 
of time, from diaUBe, it being too hea~ for these latter daYII, it began to decay and 
gin way. Becoming an object of desire to those who delight in relics, I caused it to 
be taken to pieces and di.tributed among the admiring friends of Washington who 
riBiteci my hOWIe, and also among a number of female &IIIIoCil\tio08 for beneyo1ent 
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I am happy to be a.ble to a.dd to this article the following.extracta 
from two letters of myoId college friend, Colonel Stoddert, of 
Wycomico House, Maryland, concerning his grandfather, the Rev. 
Lee Massey:-

"My grandfather I remember well. He died in 1814, at the age of 
eighty-six, a rare instance of physical and mental vigour for 80 advanced aD 
age. He was the friend and companion of Washington from early youth, 
aDd the legal adviser and friend of George Mason. He commenced life 
1& lawyer,-having pursued his studies in the oftice of George Johnston, 
Esq., than whom an abler lawyer was not to be found in the Northern Neck 
of Virginia. He married the daughter of Mr. Johnston, and began his 
profeBSional career with every pJ"08pect of success, but retired when a 
young man, beca\llle his 'conscience would not suffer him to make the 
worse appear the better reason,' and to uphold wrong against right. He 
tried to follow in the lead of Chancellor Wythe, to examine C88es placed 
in his care and to accept the good and reject the bad. It proved a failure, 
and he withdrew from practice. He was afterward ap~inted a judge, but 
declined it as taking him too much from his family. He recommended to 
me to read law, but earnestly opposed my pursuing it as a vocation. He 
often said Mr. Wythe was the only' honest lawyer he ever knew.' 

"General Washington, Mr. Mason, Fairfax, MoCarty, --, Chiohester, 
and others u~ him to study divinity and become their pastor. He 
yielded to thrur counsels and was ordained in London,-Beilby PorteUB, 
Lord-Bishop of London, assistinll in the ordination. I have heard him 
speak of the high oratorical powers of Dr. Dodd, who then preached in 
tLe Queen's Chapel, and describe the personal appearance of George III. 
and his Queen. He witnessed the performances of the famous Garrick, 
and thought he deserved the high fame he bad won. All the clergy of 
the Church of England then attended the theatre. The 1088 of his fore
teeth impairing hill speech was the cause of his ceasing to preach. He 
then studied medioine as a means of relieving the poor, and announced 
that he would practise without oharge. He said he was lOOn sent for by 
all classes, and he had to withdraw altogether and confine his medical aid 
to JOving advice and medicine at his oftice; and, of course, with few ex
ceptions, his advice was given only in cases of children brought to him. 
His conversation was rich with anecdotes and reminiscences of the dis
tinguished men of Virginia, and of social customs and manners before the 
Revolution. He had read deeply the great volume of human nature, 
and was a good judge of character. He loved virtue, and hated vioe 
intensel" and perhaps had too little compassion for the w~nesses and 
infirmities of our nature. His social intercourse was influenced greatly 
and visibly by the moral oharacter of the men he was brought into contact 

and religious objects, which associations, at their fun and on other occuious, made 
a large profit by connrting the fragments into walking-sticka, pictnre-framM, and 
IIDd-boxell. About two-thirds of one of the wheels thus prodnced one hnndred and 
forty dollare. Then can be no doubt but that at its dillOlution it yielded more to 
the cause of charity than it did to ita builder at its flnt enction. Besides other 
mementos of it, I han. in my study, in the form of • eofa, the hind ... f , un whieh 
&he General and hie lady were wont to lit. 
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wilh. His manner was an index to his opinions of those he was with in thi, 
respect; and often he would admonish persons of their vices. His integrity 
aod honour were of the highest order, and he detested all meanness and 
double-dealing with his whole heart. No advantage of position, or fortune, 
. or offioial distinction, saved the profligate or unjnst and oppressive from his 
open and stronl!: denunciation; and no man bad at bis command a more 
ftlady wit and biting sarcasm. But goodness of life and oharacter-though 
olothed in rags and despised of men--commanded not only his sympathy but 
open respect. From these traits, I have often heard my excellent mother 
express her fears that her father looked too muoh to good works; but my 
opInion is that the Christian's faith only could have produced and pre
served 80 high a standard of morality and so keen a sense of moral duty. 
My grandfatber was poaseaaed of high powers of mind, and they had been 
well developed and cultivated. He was a ripe Latin aoholar, and familiar 
witb all the beet English writers. He was remarkable for conoiseness of 
style and condensation of matter in composition. He admired a plain and 
nenons as muoh as he disliked a florid and dift'uae style: the more of the 
old Suon and the 1_ of Frenoh or Latin and Greek derivatives the better. 
Addison and Swift pleased him II much as Dr. Johnson displeased in this 
particular. He met death without fear: his last words were, 'The great 
mystery will soon be solved and all made plain! 

"In person he was six feet high and finel, proportioned: his eyes were 
a deep blue, and expressive to the last, and h18 nose and mouth well shaped. 
I have often fancied that in his youth he mnst have poeseased much manly 
beauty. He made his mark on his age and generation, for many tradi
tions are preserved of him and his sayings. 

"With sincere esteem and regard, yours truly, 
" J. T. STODDEB.T. 

"P.S.-In the burial-ground of one of the Episcopal ohurches finR 
erected in Maryland, near the aite of St. Mary's City, is a beautiful monu
ment of Italian marble erected to the memory of the Rev. Lee Massey, by 
his J)&riahioners, 'as a testimony of their grateful affection for the memory 
of tlaeir much-loved pastor.' It was placed there not many years after the 
settlement of the Colony, and is now in excellent preservation. This 
divine, who died in his youth, but not before he had deeply stamped his 
image on the heart and minds of his charge, was the uncle of my grand
father. 

"The memo?, of the devoted zeal and piety of this young clergyman 
may have had Ita influence in determining my grandfather to enter the 
ministry. This, however, is mere speculation. J. T. S." 

The following extract is from a second letter in answer to further 
inquiries :-

"In answer to your note of the 14th instant, this day received, I state 
~t my grandfather was married three times. His first wife (my grand
mother) was the daughter of George Johnston, Esq.,a distinguished law
yer re8lding at Alexandria, with whom my grandfather read law, and who 
mew the resolutions against the Stamp Act, * which were moved, at his 

• Ia ucribing the authorsbip of the resolutions, oll'ered by Mr. Henry, to bill dUo 
bpiabed an_tor, Mr. Johnston, I thiDk it probable my friend, Mr. Stoddart, .. 
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iDstance, by Patrick Henry in the Virginia Lep:islature in 1765. Mr. 
JohD8ton always claimed the credit of being the first man who discovered 
the great but hidden powers of that unrivalled orator. He had great diti
culty in persuading )Ir. Henry that he was the only man who was fitted to 
make such a speech as suited the occaaion,-which would electrify the 
State and rouse the peorle to resistance. His own powers, being only 
argumentative, would fai to produce such an effect. Such is the hi&tolJ 
fIl this bold and effective movement, which, in the language of Mr. JefFer
BOn, • gave the first blow to the ball of Itevolution.' His BOn George 11"&11 

a member of General Washington's military family as aid and confidential 
secretary. When ill-health compelled him to retire, Washington looked 
to the same family to find his succeaaor, and selected Colonel Robert Han
lOn Harriaon-BOn-in-law of Mr. Johnston, and then a practising lawyer 
in AleDlldria, though a native of Maryland-for this delicate trost. Thia 
gentleman would have declined the appointment but for the influence of 
my grandfather, whose whole heart was in the struggle, and who removed 
the only difficulty by agreeing to receive his two orphan-daughters in 
his family on the footing of his own children. Colonel Harrison, after 
the war, returued to Maryland and was made Chief·Justice of the General 
Cuurt. On the organization of the Supreme Court, President Washing. 
ton aelected him as one of the Aaaociate Justices,_n oppointment at first 
declined, as it wonld separate him from his daughters, whose education lae 
was conducting, but accepted on an appeal to his duty by his old military 
chief, who said 'he must select by his own knowledge the officers to insure 
suceeaa to the new goverument.' He died at Bladensburg on his way to 
Philadelphia to take his seat on the bench. These things show the many 
liDks in the chain of friendship which bound together the hero and patriot 
of Mount Vernon and his pastor and early aaaociate. 

"The second wife of my grandfather was a Mi88 Burwell, who died nine 
months after marriage. She was a lady of rare excellence, and my grand
father often dwelt on her memory with the tenderest affection. His lu& 
marriage was with Mi88 Bronaugh, of Prince William county, by whom 
he had two children,-a BOn, who was an officer in the navy and WII 
drowned at Norfolk, and !tIn. Triplett. I think it probablc her mother 
was a sister of Colonel George Mason, though I cannot state it as a fact.· 

mistaken. Mr. Wirt, in his life of Mr. Henry, sayl thAt be left the original of tIa.e 
resolutions, drawn on the blank leaf of anold law-book, with hi. wiU, to be opened by 
his exeouton. A copy of that original is fr&llled, and may be _n at Red Hill, one of hill 
pl_ of residenoo in Charlotte county, and now owned by bil son, John Henry. JIr. 
Wirt lillY. tbat Mr. Henry, aner having prepared tbe resolutiouB, Ibowed them to two 
members of the HOUle only,-Mr.John Fleming, of Cumberland, and George John
lton, of Fairfax. Mr. Wirt aUudel to a report of the day, tbat they were drawn by 
Jrb. Johnston. but 8ays tbat it 1'&8 unfounded. He Ipeaks of Mr. Jobnston, howeftl', 
in the highest termll. Tbe religious reflections of Mr. Henry, attached to the copy 
of thc resolutionl lett bebind him, are worthy of insertion in tbis pl ... e. As CO the 
elfeotd of our independeDoo he saY8, .. Whether it wiU prove a bl888ing or. cane 
will depend upou the use our people make of the bl0B8ings which. gracious God 
hatb bestowed upon us. It they are wise, they will be great and happy. If ~ey 
are of a contmry character, they will be miserable. Righteou8n0B8 alone 018 

euIt them 18 • DBtion. Reader, whOMer tbou art, remember tbis, and in tIIy 
IPhere practise ?irtue tbyself, and encourage it iu othen. P. H •• aT" 

* Sbe WI8 a llrst-oou8in of Ge~rge Mason 
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The MuoDs olaimed AUDt NaDoy as a cousiD, aDd I do Dot know how elae 
the relatioDship could origiDate. George MasoD, the eldest son of Colonel 
George, married a first..oousiD of my graDdfather, as did Thomas MasoD, a 
YOUDger son. ManiD Cookburn-the uDole of Admiral CookburD, a Dative 
of Jamaica, whither his fatber had removed from Scotland-married a 
sister of this last lady. He was a &ne 8Oholar and polished gentleman aDel 
good ChristiaD. He, a youth of eighteen years, was travellinJl; with Dr. 
Cockbnrn in this OOUDtry, when he met with Miss Bronaugh. The father 
objected OD the BOOre of tbeir youth, but Raid if hi. IOn wishad it at the 
8ge of tweDty-one ,ears, he would oheerfulll asseDt; but the abseDce of 
three years was to inte"eDe. Martin was flllthful and coDstant to his first 
love and returDed. A Dew difficulty theD sprong up: the lady would Dot 
go to Jamaica, and the gentleman had to come to VirgiDia. He pur
chased a residence neaf ColoDel MasoD's, Can adjoining farm,) aDd a few 
milea from my grandfather, where both husband aDd wife lived to aD ad
vanced age. I have ofteD heard m1 graDdfather say that they were the 
oDly couple, he believed, who bad hved fifty years together without ODe 
word, look, or act to disturb their harmoDY for a momeDt. Such was said 
to be the fact iD their case. The courteous and afFectioDate attentions 
whioh eaeh paid to the other impressed my miDd when a child, aDd are 
DOW present to my recollection with vivid distinctDess. NothiDg but the 
gentle teachiDgs of Him who taught as man never taught could bave 
wrought 10 beautiful a picture of coDjugallove, forbearance, aDd peace." 

It should be stated that the old church, called Payne's Church, 
near the railroad, and a few miles from Fairfax Court-House, .. 
wall &8 the new one at the court-house, are both in Truro pariala. 

~ ... II-J6 
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ARTICLE LXVm. 

PM B.ligiotu Character oj W (.lillington. 

AN Jnteresting question in relation to Wasbington will now be 
~nsidered,-viz.: What are the proofs of his personal piety? This 
work is already done to my bands by the Rev. E. C. McGuire, of 
Fredericksburg, from whose careful and faithful volume on the 
"Religious OpinioDl and Characoor of Washington" I select the 
folll)~n(l: particulars. He was the child of pious parents and 
_ ... -eators, was baptized in his second month,-Mr. Beverley Whiting 
and Captain Christopher Brooks godfathers, and Mrs. Mildred 
Gregory godmother ,-at a time when care was taken to inatruct the 
children in our holy religion, according to the Scriptures as set 
forth in the standards of the Episcopal Church. Until he had 
passed his eleventh year he enjoyed the superintending care of 
both parents, and after that of his mother and uncle. It is also 
believed that, besides the instructions of the parish sexton and Mr. 
Williams, he also sat under the ministry of the Rev. Archibald 
Campbell, and perhaps was for a time at his school in Washingtora 
parish, Westmoreland county. While with his mother in Fredericka
burg, there can be no doubt of his receiving pious instruction from 
her and her minister, the Rev. Mr. Marye. While at school, he 
was remarkable for his abhorrence of the practice of fighting among 
the boys, and, if unable to prevent a contest, would inform the 
teacher of the design. When about thirteen years of age he drew 
up a number of resolutions, taken from books, or the result of bis 
own reflections. Among them is the following :-" When you speak 
of God or his attributes, let it be seriously, in reverence." " Labour 
to keep alive in your breast that little spark of celestial fire called 
conscience. .. At the age of fifteen his filial piety was remarkably 
displayed in relinquishing an earnest desire to enter the navy, just 
when about to embark, out of a tender regard to his mother's wishes. 
The religious sentiments of his mother and of himself were drawn 
from the Bible and, P..rayer-Book, and next to them, from the "Con
templation.s, Moral and Divine, of Sir Matthew Hale," judging from 
the great use which seems to have been made of this book by both 
of them; and in no uninspired book do we find a purer and more 
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elevated Christianity. * Should it be said that, notwithstanding his 
early religious education and some indications of youthful piety, he 
m~ have fallen into the irreligion and skepticism of the age, and 
should proofs of his sincere belief of Christianity, as a divine reve
lation, be asked for, we will proceed to furnish them. At a time 
when so many of the chief men in France and America, and even 
some in England, were renouncing the Christian faith, and wheD 
he was tempted to be silent at least on the subject, in his public 
ad.hesses, he seems to have taken special pains to let his sentiments 
be known, and to impress them upon the na.tion, in opposition to 
the skepticism of the age,-a skepticism which was sought by some 
leading men to be propagated with great zeal among the youth of 
Virginia. 

In his address to the GoverDors of the States, dated at Head
Quarters, June, 1788, when about to surrender up his military com
mand, speaking of the many blessings of the land, he says, "And, 
above all, the pure and benign light of revelation." He also speaks 
of "tkat humility and pacific temper of mind which were the eM
racterUticB of the divine Author of our bluBed religion ... 

In his farewell address to the people of the United States, on 
leaving the Presidential chair, he again introduces the same sub
ject :-" Of all the diBpoBitionB and habitB whick lead to political 
proBperity, religion and morality are indiBpemable IlUpportB. .A. 
volume could not trace all their connectiom with private and public 
felicity." He warns against the attempt to separate them, and to 
think that "national morality can prevail to the ezclUllion of re
ligiMu principleB." 

No candid man can read these and other expressions, in the pub
lic addresses of Washington, without acknowledging that, &8 though 
he were the great high-priest of the nation, availing himself of his 
position and of the confidence reposed in him, he was raising his 
warning voice against that infidelity which was desolating Franoe 
and threatening our own land. That Washington was regarded 
throughout America, both among our military and political men, as 
a sincere believer in Christianity, as then received among us, aDd 
a devout man, is as clear as any fact in our history. Judge Mar- . 
shall, the personal friend, the military and political associate, of 
Washington, says, "He Wall a Bincere believer in the OkriBtifm 
faith, and a truly devout man... Judge Boudinot, who kne .... him 

• The book appeal'll to ha.e been much 1l8ed. and baa -1 pencil-marb in h, 
DOting choice pauagee. 
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well during and after the Revolution, testifies to the same. Gene
ral Henry Lee, who served under him during the war, and after
ward in the civil department, and who was chosen by Congress to 
deliver his funeral oration, says, in that oration, "First in war, 
first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen, he was second 
to none in the endearing scenes of private life. PiotUl, just, humane, 
temperate, and sincerc,-uniform, dignified, and commanding,-his 
example was edifying to al1 around him, as were the effects of that 
example lasting." Sermons and orations by divines and states
men were delivered all over the land at the death of Washington. 
A large volume of such was published. I have seen and read them, 
and the religious character of Washington was a. most prominent 
feature in them; and for this there must have been some good 
cause. Let the following extracts suffice. Mr. Sewel1, of New 
Ha.mpshire, says:-

"To crown all these moral virtues, he had the deepest sense of religion 
impressed on his heart,-the true foundation-stone of all the moral virtues. 
He constantly attended the public worship of God on the Lord's day, wu 
a communicant at His table, and by his devout and solemn deportment 
inspired every beholder with some portion of that awe and reverence for 
the Supreme Being, of which he felt so large a portion. For my own part, 
I trust I shall never lose the impression made on my own mind in behold
ing in this house of prayer the venerable hero, the victorious leader of 
our hosts, bending in humble adoration to the God of armies and great 
Captain of our salvation. Hard and unfeeling, indeed, must that heart be 
that could nstain the sight unmoved, or its owner depart unsoftened and 
unedified. Let the deist reflect on this, and remember that Washington, 
the saviour of his country, did not disdain to acknowledge and adore a 
greater Saviour, whom deists and infidels affect to slight and despise." 

Thus spa.ke New Hampshire. What says South Carolina! 
Da.vid Ramsay, the historian, says:-

"Washington was the friend of morality and religion i steadily attended 
on public worship; encouraged and strengthened the hands of the clergy. 
In all his public acts he made the most respectful mention of Providence, 
and, in a word, carried the spirit of piety with him, both in his private life 
and public administration. He was far from being one of those minute 
pMloBophen who think that death is an eternal Bleep, or of those who, 
trusting to the sufficiency of human reason, discard the light of divine 
ravelation." 

Mr. J. Biglow, of Boston, says:-

"In W ashingtou religion was a steady principle of action. After the 
nrrender of Cornwallis he ascribes the glory to Ood, and orders, 'That 
divine service shall be performed to-morrow in the different brigades and 
divisions, and recommends that all the troops not on duty do assist at it 
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with a serious deportment and that sensibility of heart which the recollec
tion of the surprising and particular interposition of Providence in our 
favour claims.' " 

To the foregoing I will only add, that Major William Jackson, 
aid-de-camp to Washington, in his addre88, speaks of the "milder 
radiance of religion and morality 'as shining in his character,' and 
of his being beloved and admired by the holy ministers of re
ligion;" and that Captain Dunhamof the Revolution, in his oration, 
says of him, "A friend to our holy religion, he was ever guided 
by its pious doctrines. He had embraced the tenets of the Epis
copal Church; yet his charity, unbounded as his immortal mind, led 
him equally to respect every denomination of the followers of 
Jesus." The Rev. Mr. Kirkland, of Boston, says, "The virtues 
of our departed friend were crowned with piety. He iI knoum to 
have heen halJitually devout." We conclude with the testimony of 
our own Devereux Jarratt, of Virginia, whom none will suspect of 
flattery or low views of religion:-

" Washington was a professor of Christianity and a member of the Pro
testant Episcopal Churoh. He always acknowledged the superintendence 
of Divine Providence, and from his inimitable writings we find him a 
warm advocate for a sound morality founded on the principles of religion, 
the only b88is on which it can stand. Nor did I ever meet with the most 
distant insinuation that his private life W88 not a comment on his admired 
page." 

NC?r was the belief of his piety confined to America. The Rev. 
Thomas Wilson, the pious eon of the pious Bishop Wilson, of Sodor 
and Mann, thought he could make no more suitable present to 
General Washington than his father's family Bible in three volumes, 
with notes, and a folio volume of his father's works. The former 
was left by the will of General Washington to his friend the Rev. 
Bryan Fairfax, minister of Christ Church, Alexandria; the latter 
is, I presume, etill in the Arlington library. From the latter I 
selected, forty-six years ago, a small volume of private and family 
prayers, as I have elsewhere stated 

If more certain proofs of personal piety in Washington be re
quired than these general impressione and declarations of bis c0-

evals and compatriots, founded on their observation of his publio 
conduct, and derived from his public addresses, we proceed to 
furnish them. They will be taken from the testimony of those 
whose intimacy with his domestic habits enable them to judge, and 
from his own diary. As to his private devotions, of course the 
Bame kind of testimony is not to be expected as that which attesta 
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his public observances. It may most positively be affirmed, that 
the impression on the minds of his family was, that when on each 
night he regularly took his candle and went to his study at nine 
o'clock and remained there until ten, it was for the purpose of 
reading the Scriptures and prayer. It is affirmed by more than 
one that he has been seen there on his knees and also been heard 
at his prayers. In like manner it is believed, that when at five 
o'clock each morning, winter and summer, he went to that same 
.tudy, a portion of time was then spent in the same way. It is 
also well known that it was the impression in the army that Wash
ington, either in his tent or in his room, practised the same thing. 
One testifies to having seen him on more than one occasion thus 
engaged on his bended kneel. It is firmly believed that when in 
crowded lodgings at Valley Forge, where every thing was unf .... 
vourable to private devotions, his frequent visits to a neighbouring 
wood were for this purpose. It is also a fact well known to the 
family that, when prevented from public worship, he used to 
read the Scriptures and other books with Mrs. Washington in her 
chamber. 

That there was a devotional spirit in Washington, a belief in the 
virtue of prayer, leading to privato supplication, is also rendered 
most probable by his conduct as an officer in seeking to have public 
prayer for his soldiers, and even conducting them himself in the 
absence of a minister. 

At twenty-two years of age, when heading an expedition against 
the Indians, he was in the habit of having prayer in the camp at 
Fort Necessity, at the Great Meadows, in the Alleghany Mountains. 
His friend and neighbour, Mr. William Fairfax, of Belvoir, a few 
miles from Mount Vernon, and whose daughter, Lawrence, the elder 
brother of George Washington, married, thus writes to him while 
at the Great Meadows, and in the letter evinces not only his own 
pious disposition, but his confidence in that of the youthful Wash
ington :-" I will not doubt your having public prayer in the camp, 
especially when the Indian families are your guests, that they, see
ing your plain manner of worship, may have their curiosity to be 
informed why we do not use the ceremonies of the French, which, 
being well explained to their understandings, will more and more 
dispose them to receive our baptism and unite in strict bonds of 
cordial friendship." 

In the year 1755, Washington was the volunteer aid-de-camp to 
General Braddock, and, though in danger of pursuit by the Indiana, 
be did, on the night after the memorable defeat, in the absence of 
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s chaplain, himself perform the last fnneral rites over the body of 
Braddock, a soldier holding the candle or lighted torch while the 
solemn words were read. For several succe88ive years Washing
ton was engaged in a trying contest with the Indians, and during 
a considerable portion of that time-according to the testimony 
of one of his aids, Colonel B. Temple, of King William county
he frequently, on the Sabbath, performed divine service, reading 
\he Scriptures and praying with them when no chaplain could bf' 
bel. It was during this period that a sharp correspondence was 
earried on between Washington and Dinwiddie, the latter being 
.fFended at the persevering importunity of the former that a chap
Jain might be allowed his army. At the recall of Dinwiddie, Wash
ington addressed the following letter to the President of the Council, 
who was chief in the Colony until the arrival of Governor Fauquier, 
saying, "The last Assembly, in their Supply Biil, provided for a 
chaplain to our regiment. On this subject I had often, without any 
8nccess, applied to Governor Dinwiddie. I now flatter myself that 
your honour will be pleased to appoint a sober, serious man for this 
duty. Common decency, sir, in a camp, calls for the senices of a 
divine, which ought not to be dispensed with, although the world 
may think us void of religion and incapable of good instructions." 

In the year 1759 Colonel Washington was marriedt and until the 
Revolution lived at Mount Vernon. That he was interested in the 
affairs of the Church at this time is evident from what we have said 
as to the part he acted in relation to the building of Pohick Church. 
The Rev. Lee Massey was the minister during part of this time. 
His testimony was, "I never knew so constant an attendant at 
church as Washington. His behaviour in the house of God was 
ever so reverential that it produced the happiest effects on my con
gregation and greatly assisted me in my pulpit labours. No com
pany ever kept him from church." 

In the year 1774 he was sent as a Burgess to Williamsburg. It 
was at that time that a day of fasting and prayer was appointed in 
view of the approaching difficulties with England. The following 
entry in his diary shows his conduct 011 that occasion :-" June 1st, 
Wednesday. Went to church and fasted all day." In September 
of that year he was in Philadelphia, a member of the first Congress. 
In his diary he speaks of going, during the three first Sabbaths, 
three times to Episcopal churches, once to the Quaker, once to the 
Presbyterian, and once to the Roman Catholic. He was a member 
of Congress again the next year, and then chosen commander-in
chief of our army. On the day after assuming its command he 
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issued the following order:-" The General requires and expects of 
all officers and soldiers, not engaged on actual duty, a punctual 
attendance on divine service, to implore the blessings of Heaven 
upon the means used for our safety and defence." On the 15th of 
May, 1776, Congress having appointed a day of humiliation, th& 
f.>llowing order is given:-"Tbe General commands all officers and 
soldiers to pay strict obedience to tbe order of tbe Continental 
Congre88, tbat by their unfeigned and pious observanne of thl"ir 
religious duties they may incline the Lord and giver Jf victory to 
prosper our arms." The situation of the army not .. dmitting the 
regular service every Sunday, he requires the chaplains to meet 
together and agree on some method of performing it at other times, 
and make it known to him. Such was Washington as head of the 
army. 

As President of the United States his conduct exhibited the same 
faith in and reverence for religion. Not only did he regularly 
attend divine service in the Church of his fathers and of his choice, 
but he let it be understood that he would receive no visits on the 
Sabbath. The only exception to this was an occasional visit, in 
the Jatter part of the day, from his old friend, the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, Colonel Trumbull, who was confe88edly 
one of the most pious men of the age, and who would not have 
sought tho company of an irreligious man on the Sabbath, even 
though that man were President of the United States. On the 
subject of a. strict observance of the Sabbath, we might have men
tioned other proofs of it, occurring before his being elevated to the 
chief command of the army or first Presidency in the Republic. 
His private diary sbows it in various places. Let one suffice. On 
a certain occasion he was informed on Saturday evening that the 
smallpox was among his servants in the valley. He set out the 
next morning to visit them, but notes in his diary, "Took church 
on the 'l'ay," thus combining duty to the poor and to his God. 

His condemnation of the prevailing vices of the day deserves also 
to be "Dentioned in proof that he understood Cbristianity as being 
tbat "grace of God wbicb hath appeared unto all men, teaching 
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
anberly, righteously, and godly in this present evil world." 

Not only was he addicted to no kind of intemperance, scarcely ever 
tasting ardent spirits or exceeding two glasses of wine,-which wall 

equal to total abstinence in our da.y,-and not using tobacco in any 
shape, but he used his authority in the army to the utmost to put 
down swearing, games of chance, an i drinking, and irregularities 
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of every other kind. Whilst at Fort Cumberland in 1757, we find 
the following order :-" Colonel Washington has observed that the 
men of his regiment are very profane and reprobate. He takes this 
opportunity to inform them of his great displeasure at such practices, 
od assures them that if they do not leave them off they shall be 
severely punished. The officers are desired, if they hear any man 
swear, or ma.ke use of an oath or execration, to order the offender 
twenty-five lashes immediately, without a court-martial. For the 
second offence he shall be punished more severely." The day after 
General Washington took command of the American army he issued 
orders to the troops, from which we take the following :--" The 
General most earnestly requires and expects a due observance of 
those articles of war which prohibit profane cursing, 8wearing, and 
drunkenness," 'and soon after issued the following order:-

"All officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers are posi
tively forbid playing at cards and other games of chance. At this 
time of public distress men may find enough to do in the service 
of their God and their country, without abandoning themselves to 
vice and immorality." Again, we find in August of that year an 
order in these remarkable words :-" The General is sorry to be in
formed that the foolish and wicked practice of profane cursing and 
swearing-a vice hitherto little known in the American army-is 
growing into fashion. He hopes the officers will, by example as 
well as influence, endeavour to check it; and that both they and 
the men will reflect that we can have little hope of the blessing of 
Heaven on our arms, if we insult it by our own folly and impiety: 
added to this, it is a vice so mean and low, without any temptation, 
that every man of sense and character detests and despises it." 
And is this the man of whom some have reported that he was 
addicted to this very disgusting vice, only saying that he did it 
most gracefully and swore like an angel? Oredat Judt1J'U8 Apella. 
It has also been attempted by some to introduce greater variety into 
the character of Washington, and bring him down to the common 
level, by representing him as passionately fond not merely of the 
chase and much addicted to it, but also of the dance, the ballroom, 
and the theatre. On what ground does this rest? His fondness 
for the chase is associated with that of Lord Fairfax, during the 
time that he lived at Mount Vernon and his lordship at Belvoir, 
the seat of his relation, William Fairfa.x, a few miles off. But how 
long did this sporting-intimacy continue? Washington came to 
Mount Vernon in his sixteenth year. Lord Fairfax came to 
Virginia at that time, and young Washington for a few month8 
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sometimes attended him in hunting, but not neglecting his mathe
matical studies and surveying, which recommended him to Lord 
Fairfax as a suitable agent in the valley. At the beginning of his 
seventeenth year, Washington came over the Blue Ridge on duty,
laborious duty. Lord Fairfax, after visiting England, settled at 
Greenway Court. His house was only the occasional abode of 
Washington during the two years in which he was surveying and 
dividing the immense landed possessions of Lord Fairfax, and also 
acting as public surveyor in all Western Virginia. What time was 
left him to waste in the sports of the chase? From the age of 
nineteen he was faithfully and painfully serving his country in the 
S"ld of battle, except when on his voyage to the West Indies with 
a sick brother. During the period between his marriage and the 
Revolution, he was a most diligent farmer at Mount Vemon,
sometimes visiting his plantations in Jefferson, and acting as Burgess 
in Virginia and Delegate to the earlier American Congresses. 
What time, I ask, for the sports of the field? What do we find, in 
his diary, of dogs and kennels and the chase? We do not say that 
he may never have thus exercised himself at a time and in a country 
where game and forests abounded and it was leBS a waste of time 
than at other periods and other places: but how different must have 
been the pursuit with Washington from that of the idlers of his 
day 1* And as to his admiration of the theatre and his delighting 
in its ludicrous and indelicate exhibitions, does it seem probable 

* In proof of how little dependence is to be placed on assertions of this kind, 1 
quote a paaage from the lite of General Mnhlenberg. While a minister at Wood
stock, in what is now in Shenandoah oounty, in the Valley, be was among the tint 
to join Revolutionary movements in 1774. It is aaid that he .. oorresponded es
tensively with the prominent Whigs of the Colon)" and with two of whom-Wwing
ton and Henry-he was on terms of per80nal intimacy. With the former he had 
frequently hunted deer among the mountains of bis district; and it is said that, fond 
as Washington WILlI of the rifle and skilled in its use, on trial be found himHlt in
ferior to the PennsylTaman." Now, Mr. Mllhlenberg did not oome to the Vaney 
until twenty years after Washington had left the service of Lord Fairtu, and t01ll"

teen years after he had been settled at Mount Vemon as a farmer. Mr. Muhlen· 
berg came to Virginia in the fall of 1772, and in the summer of 1774 be wu
though a clergyman-in the House of Burgesses and Conventiou with WlUlbington 
and Henry, and there, in all human probability, commenced tbeir acquailltance 
and subsequent correspondenoe. As for Washington's frequently hunting deer with 
him in the mountains of Shenandoah, during the short time Mr. Muhlenberg _ 
&bere, preceding their meeting in Williamsburg, it is a most improbable oonjecture 
Washington W&8, during that time, busy with bis farm at Mount Vemon and as a 
Delegate to the House of Burgesses. He visited his estates in Jefferson oooulon
aUy, but 1 believe there was uothing to draw bim to the mountains of Shenandoall 
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tha, the grave and dignified Washington, with all the cares of the 
army and afterward of the state pressing upon him, should have 
found time for such entertainments? In a letter to the President 
of Congress, dated New York, April, 1776, he thus writes :_01.1 
give in to no kind of amusements myself, and consequently those 
about me [alluding to his aids] can have none." On the 12th of 
October, 17';'8, the following preamble and resolutions were adopted 
by the American Congress :-" Whereas, true religion and good 
morals are the only solid foundation of public liberty and happi
ness, Therefore, resolved, that it be, and is hereby, recommended to 
the several States to take the most effectual measures for the en
couragement thereof, and for suppressing theatrical entertainment., 
hor,e-racing, gaming, and lUCk otker divernon, a, are productive 
of idlenBl" diuipation, and a general depravity of manner,." Is 
it probable that Washington, at the head of the army, then calling 
upon his officers and soldiers to abandon their oaths and drinking 
and games of chance, in obedience to military laws and lest they 
should offend God and lose his favour, would himself despise and 
disobey this solemn call of Congress, and that too when the names of 
Adams and Gerry, Sherman and Ellsworth, Morris and Dean, Lee 
and Smith, of Virginia, Laurence and Mathews, of South Carolina, 
were on the list of those who voted for it, aud so few were against it? 

As to Washington's pa8lionate fondness for the dance, if Cicero 
thought it an unbecoming exercise for any Roman citizen, as be
neath the dignity of any who were admitted to the citizenship of 
that great republic, how unlikely that our great Washington-even 
if feeling no religious objection to this childish amusement
should be still a child and delight himself in suoh frivolou8 things! 
May we not rather suppose him to have felt and said, with a great 
man in Israel when tempted to leave the work of the Lord-the 
building of his house on Mount" Zion-and come down to some 
meeting in one of the villages of the plain, "1 am doing a great 
work, '0 that I cannot come down" 1 Let not the sons and daughters 
of idleness, vanity, and pleasure seek to find a sanction for their 
favourite amusements in the example of Washington,-even though 
in a dark age and under peculiar circumstances he may at times 
have lent himself to some of them. 

I come now to speak of that feature in Washington's religious 
character which must most forcibly strike 'every reader of his public 
and private communications,-his firm reliance on a special Provi. 
dence, as distinguished from that philosophic belief in Providence 
which is little better than atheism. In a letter to his brother, JohD 
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A. Washington, written a few days after Braddock's defeat, he says, 
"By the all-powerful dispensations of Providence, I have been pro
tected beyond all human probability or expectation; for I had four 
bullets through my coat and two horses shot under me,-yet escaped 
unhurt,-although death was levelling my companions on every side 
of me." In his entrance on the contest with England, he thus 
writes to General Gage :-" May that God to whom you appeal 
judge between America and you! Under his providence, those who 
influenced the councils of America, and all the other inhabitants 
of the Oolonies, at the hazard of their Ii ves, are determined to hand 
down to posterity those just and invaluable privileges which they 
received from their ancestors." In a letter to his friend, Joseph 
Reed, in 1776, under some great trials in relation to his supplies, 
he writes, "How it will end, God in his great goodness will direct. 
I am thankful for his protection to this time." In his address to 
the General Assembly of Massachusetts, after the evacuation of 
Boston without blood, he ascribes it "to the interposition of that 
Providence which has manifestly appeared in our behalf through 
the whole of this important struggle." Speaking of the expecta
tion of a bloody battle, he says, in a letter to his brother John, "It 
is to be hoped that, if our cause be just,-as I do most religiously 
believe it to be,-the same Providence which has in so many in
stances appeared for us will still go on to afford its aid." In view 
of an expected attack from the combined forces of the enemy he 
thus calls on his soldiers :-" The fate of unborn millions will now 
depend, under God, on the courage and conduct of this army. Let 
us rely upon the goodness of the cause, aud the aid of the Supreme 
Being, in who.e kand victory ii, to animate and encourage U8 to 
noble action •• " After the surrender of Burgoyne's army, he writes 
to his brother John, "I most devoutly congratulate my country and 
every well-wisher to the cause on this signal stt~ke of Providence." 
In the year 1778, just after the battle of Monmouth, he writes to 
his brother, that all would have been lost "had not that bountiful 
Providence, which has never failed us in the hour of distress, enabled 
me to form a regiment or two of those who were retreating in the 
face of the enemy and under their fire." To General Nelson, in 
that same year, in taking a retrospect of the vicissitudes of the 
war, he says, "The hand of Providence is so conspicuous in all this, 
that he must be worse than an infidel that lacks faith, and more 
than wicked that has not gratitude enough to acknowledge his obli
gations." In a letter to Benjamin Ha.rrison, in 1778, he writes, 
"Providence has heretofore taken care of us when all other meana 
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aeerr.ed to be departing from us." To General Armstrong, in 1781, 
he writes, "Our affairs are brought to a perilous crisis, that the 
hand of Providence may be more c01UPic'UOU' in our delit.erance. 
The many remarkable interpositions of the Divine government in 
the hours of our deepest distress and darkness have been too lumi
nous to suft'er me to doubt the issue of the present contest." The 
foregoing are only a few out of the many passages which pervade 
all the private letters and public communications of Washington 
touching a special ProTidence. Is it too much to say that the 
communications of no king, ruler, general, or statesman in Chris
tendom ever so abounded in expressions of pious dependence on 
God? There was an habitual reliance on God which must have 
been connected with habitual prayer to God. Nor can we forbear 
to institute a comparison between the language of trust in Provi
dence, as seen in the letters and orders of Washington, and those 
of Cromwell. Who for a moment questions the sincerity and deep 
feeling of Washington in all he writes? Who does not sometimes 
suspect at least the hypocrisy of Cromwell and revolt at his cant' 
Who does not see and feel that, while Washington was all for his 
country and his God, Cromwell was sometimes seeking his own? 

On one other subject in connection with the religious character 
of Washington I must ask the attention of the reader. Washington 
in word .and deed condemned duelling. Nearly all our great men 
have done it by word, but, if they have not recommended it by deed, 
have been afraid to say that they might not so do, either by giving or 
receiving a challengo. When a young man in Alexandria and an 
officer in the army, a quarrel ensued on an election-day, in which 
he used strong and offensive language to one who, with a stick, 
prostrated him to the ground. On the following day he sought 
an interview with his antagonist, when it was fully expected that 
another rencounter or the preliminaries for one would take place. 
Instead of this, Captain Washington, conscious of being in fault, 
declared that the interview was sought in order to acknowledge it. 
Here was true greatness of soul. Here was the true courage of 
the Christian, breathed into the soul by the Spirit of God. God was 
training up the spirit of Washington for all the subsequent trials 
and duties of life. In the army he of course discouraged and 
prevented this most foolish and wicked practice. M. IJafayette, in 
a chivalrous spirit, wished to revenge some supposed insult to his 
country on an Englishman who offered it, and asked leave of Wash
ington to send a challenge. Washington conducted the matter 
with consummate skill,-and, while fully resolved not to permit it. 
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:h08e rather by a grave irony to laugh him out of it. What an 
enmple was thus set to the gentlemen and officers and public 
functionaries of America! How does Washington tower above those 
who, while acknowledging that the practice is indefensible by any 
laws of God or man, and utterly opposed ~ them, and condemned by 
common sense and true honour and humanity, yet, in a most incon
sistent and cowardly manner declare that, nevertheless, such is their 
apprehension of public opinion, they might be induced to engage 
in this murderous act! To receive a blow, be felled to the earth 
OOf01'e a crowd, and then ask pardon for having provoked the blow, 
must surely be considered in a young officer as an act of moral 
courage which is prompted by the Spirit of God. 

One question only remains to be settled :-Was Washington a 
communicant of the Church? That he was, might be reasonably 
inferred from the indication of youthful piety, his religious, his 
ministerial offices at the head of his regiment, the active part taken 
in the concerns of the parish, his habits of devotion, his regular 
attendance at church, his conscientious observance of the Sabbath, 
his strict fasting on appointed days. It is also believed that he waa 
a communicant, from the testimony of the Rev. Lee Massey, aa 
handed down through his family, and also of others which have come 
down to us. The testimony which has often been adduced to prove 
that, during the war, he did commune on a certain Sabbath in a 
Presbyterian church at Morristown, New Jersey, ought to be enough 
to satisfy a reasonable man of the fact. Add to these the decla
ration of so many, in the sermons and orations at the time of his 
death. But still it has been made a question, and it may be well 
to consider on what ground. It is certainly a fact, that for a certain 
period of time during his Presidential term, while the Congress waa 
held in Philadelphia, he did not commune. This fact rests on the 
authority of Bishop White, under whose ministry the President sat, 
and who was on the most intimate terms with himself and Mrs. 
Washington. I will relate wha.t the Bishop told myself and others 
in relation to it. During the session or sessions of Congress held 
in Philadelphia, General Washington was, with his family, a regular 
attendant at one of the churches under the care of Bishop White 
and his assistants. On Communion-days, when the congregation Wall 

dismissed, (except the portion which communed,) the General lef' 
the church, until a certain Sabbath on which Dr. Abercrombie, 
in his sermon, spoke of the impropriety of turning our backs on the 
Lord's table,-that is, neglecting to commune,-from which time 
General Washington came no more on Communion-days. Bishop 
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White suppoaee that the General understood the" words turning our 
backs on the Lord's table" in a somewhat dift'erent sense than was 
designed by the preacher; that he supposed it was intended to censure 
those who left the church at the time of its administration, and, in 
order not to seem to be disrespectful to that ordinance, thought it 
better not to be present at all on such occasions. It is needless to 
attempt to conjecture what may have been the reason of this tempo
rary (as we hope it was) suspension of the act of communicating. 
A regard for historic truth has led to the mention of this subject. 
The question as to his ever having been a communicant has been 
raised on this fact, as stated by Bishop White, and we have thought 
it best to give the narrative as we heard it from the lips of the 
Bishop himself. It has been asked why he did not, in the dying 
hour, send for some minister and receive the emblems of a Saviour's 
death. The same might be asked of thousands of pioU8 communi
cants who do not regard the sacrament as indispensable to a happy 
death and glorioU8 eternity, as some Romanists do. Moreover, the 
short and painful illness of Washington would have forbidden it. 
But his death was not without proofs of a gracioU8 state. He told 
to surrounding friends that it had no terrors for him,-that all was 
well. The Bible was on his bed: he closed his own eyes, and, 
folding his arms over his breast, expired in peace. 
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ARTICLE LXIX. 

1'air/tv& PaN1&, Fairjtv& Goutlty. 

TBB town of Alexandria was at first called Hunting Creek 
Warehouse, sometimes Bell Haven, and consisted of a small esta
blishment at that place. Ita growth was encouraged by successive 
Acta of the Legialature, establishing semi-annual fairs and granting 
certain privileges to those who attended them. In the year 1762, 
it was enlarged by the laying off' of numerous Iota on the higher 
ground, belonging to Dade, West, and the Alexanders, after which 
it improved rapidly, 80 that at the close of the last or beginning of 
the present century ita population was ten thousand, and ita com
merce greater than it now is. So promising was it at the close of 
the war, that ita claims were weighed in the balance with those of 
Washington as the seat of the National Government. It is thought 
that, but for the unwillingness of Washington to seem partial to 
Virginia, Alexandria would have been the chosen spot, and that on 
the first range of hills overlooking the town the public building! 
would have been erected. Whether there had been any public 
worship or church at Alexandria previous to this enlargement of 
it, and the great impulse thus given to it, does not appear from 
the vestry-book, though it is believed that there was. But soon after 
this, in the year 1764, Fairfax parish is established, and measures 
taken for the promotion of the Church in this place. The vestry
book commences in 1765. At that time there were two churches 
in the new parish of Fairfax,-one at the Falls, called, as the pre
dent one is, Little Falls Churoh; the position of the other-the 
Lower Church-is Dot known. It may have been an old one at 
Alexandria. 

Among the first acta of the vestry wu the repairing of the two 
old churches in the parish, at a cost of more than thirty-two thou
sand pounds of tobacco. In the year 1766, it is determined to 
build two new churches,-one at the Little Falla, very near the old 
one, and one in Alexandria, to contain twenty-four hundred square 
feet, and to be high-pitched so as to admit of galleries. Mr. James 
Wrenn agrees to build the former, and Mr. James Parsons the other, 
for about six hundred pounds each. A most particular contract i. 
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JIlade for them. The mortar is to have two-thirds of lime and one of 
land,-the very reverse of the proportion at this day, and which ac
counts for the greater durability of ancient walls. The shingles were 
to be of the best cypress or juniper, and three-quarters of an inch thick, 
instead of our present half-inch ones. Mr. Parsons was allowed to add 
ten feet to the upper part of the church on his own account, and to pay 
himself by their sale, on certain conditions. He commenced his 
work, but was unable to finish it. . It lingered for some years, until, 
in 1772, Mr. John Carlisle undertakes it, and completes it in 1773. 
The ten pews are now sold, and General Washington, though having 
just been engaged in the erection of Mount Vernon Church, which 
was finished the same year, and having a pew therein, gives the 
highest price for one in Christ Church, which was occupied by him 
and his family during his life, and has been by some or his name 
and family ever since. The gallery was not put up until the year 
1787, at which time the pews were balloted for. The steeple is of 
modern construction. A gallery never was erected in the Little 
Falls Church. The following notice of my visit to this church in 
1827 will tell something or its history:- . 

"The exercises of the Seminary being over, I next directed my stepa 
to the Falls Church, 80 called frow its vicinity to one of the falls on the 
Potowac River. It is about eight miles from Alexandria, and the same 
from Georgetown. It is a large oblong brick building, and, like that near 
Mount Vernon, has two rows of windows, being doubtless designed for 
galleries all around, though none were ever put there. It W88 deserted 
as a house of worship by Episcopalians about forty years ago. About that 
period, for the first, and it is believed for the last time, it was visited by 
Bishop Madison. Since then it has been used by any who were disposed 
to occupy it as a place of worship; and, the doors and windows being open, 
itself standing on the common highway, it has been entered at pleasnre 
by travellers on the road and animals of every kind. Bome years since, 
the attention of the professors of our Seminary, and of some of the students, 
was drawn toward it, and occasional services performed there. This led 
to its partial repair. The most successful effort in its behalf was made by 
one of those devoted youths who has given himself to Africa. Young Mr. 
Minor, of Fredericksburg, (then a student at the Seminary,) undertook the 
task of lay reader in this place, and by his untiring zeal and most affection
ate manners soon collected a large Sunday-school, in the conduct of which 
he was aided by some of his fellow-students of kindred spirit. In losing 
Mr. ~linor (when he went to Africa) the parents and children thought 
they had lost their all; but ProVIdence raised up others, and doubtless will 
continue to raise up as many as are needed. Our Seminary will surely 
fum ish the supply that is called for. The house of which we are speak
ing has recently been more thoroughly repaired, and is now, as to outward 
appearance, strength, and comfort, one of our most desirable temples of 
religion, bidding fair to survive succcseive generations of those unworthy 
8tructures which are continually rising up and falling down throughout 
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our land. On Saturday aDd Sunday, assisted by several ot our miniatem, 
I performed pastoral aDd episcopal duties in this church. On the latter 
day, in the midst of aD overflowlDg congregation, I confirmed Pix peraoDa 
and administered the Holy Communion. On the evening of this day, I 
visited an interesting school of young ladies at Mr. Henry Fairtu'a, anti 
lOught to make some improvement of my visit by addreeaing a discoune 
especially to the young ones." 

Mr. Henry Fairfax was the grandson of the Rev. Bryan Fairfax. 
of whom we shall soon speak as the minister of this church. He 
inherited the generous and disinterested spirit of his grandfather. 
It was chiefly at hie expense that the church was repaired, and by 
hie liberality the minister supported, when another than the p~ 

. fessors was employed. Being a graduate of West Point, he fel~ 
~at he owed his country a debt, which could only be discharged by 
engaging in the late Mexican war, and, in opposition to the wish .. 
and judgment of his friends and relatives, raised a company for that 
purpose; but scarcely had he reached the seene of action before he 
fell a victim to the climate, leaving a devoted. family and congre
gation to feel and mourn his lOBS. 

While on the subject of churches, it may be as well to mention 
that at a more recent date a neat frame church has been built at 
Fairfax Court-House, under the auspices of the Rev. Mr. Lock
wood, who for some years officiated there as well as at the Fall. 
Church. The Rev. Templeman Brown had officiated at the Falla 
Church and at the court-house for some time before Mr. Lockwood'. 
ministry, and has again been serving them for a number of yeara, 
since Mr. Lockwood's relinquishment. 

We proceed now to such notices as we pOBSess of the ministers 
of Fairfax parish. For these we are indebted to the vestry-records. 
The Rev. Townshend Dade was ordained for this parish by the Bishop 
of London in 1765, and entered upon his duties in the following 
year or perhaps sooner. It is more than probable that he was the 
son of Mr. Townshend Dade, who appears on the list of the first 
vestry, or of Mr. Baldwin Dade, who was a vestryman at a later 
date, and owner in part of the land on which Alexandria was built. 
We are sorry to be unable to make a favourable report of the Rev. 
Mr. Dade. In the year 1768, the vestry discU88 the question of 
examining into some alleged misconduct of his, and decide against 
it, five members entering their dissent from the decision. In the 
year 1777, a committee is appointed. to wait up9n him to know why 
he neglects his congregation. Some months after, the committee is 
enlarged and directed to take further steps. The result was hit 
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resignatiol'l and relinquishment of the glebe and rectory. In the 
same year the Rev. Spence Grayson is a candidate for the parish, 
but the Rev. Mr. West, probably from Maryland, is preferred. He 
continues until February of 1779, and resigns. The Rev. David 
Griffith, then chaplain in the army, and formerly minister of Shel
burne parish, and well known to the people, is elected, though he 
does not appear on the vestry-book 0.8 minister until October, 1780-
He continued to be its minister until his death in 1789. Of him 
we shall speak more fully after our brief notioe of the successioD 
of the ministers of this parish. The Rev. Bryan Fairfax suc
ceeded him in 1790. He was ordained deacon in 1786 by 
Bishop Seabury. Mr. Bryan Fairfax had been a vestryman or 
the parish and delegate to the Virginia Conventions for some 
gme before this. Whether it was that his health was delicate 
from the first, or whatever was the cause, he wished an a88istant 
in the pariah, and the vestry p&88ed an order allowing him to 
invite the Rev. Mason Locke Weems, or anyone else whom 
he might cho08e, to act as such. Mr. Fairfax made a very 
different selection, and called the Rev. Bernard Page, giving 
to him all the emoluments of the parish. Mr. Page was very de. 
cidedly of the then rising evangelical school in the Church of Eng. 
land, and a very zealous preacher of its doctrines. I doubt not but 
that Mr. Fairfax sympathized with the principles of that school. In 
a sermon of his which I have published, he sets forth the doctrine 
of salvation by grace through faith in Christ in such a way as was 
not common in that day. In the year 1792, he resigns his charge 
in a letter stating his reasons, which is not entered on the recordt 
though the most flattering letter of the vestry, regretting their 1088 

of him, is. I am not aware how long he lived after this. His resi· 
dence during the latter years of his life was at a place called Mount 
Eaglet a short distance beyond the Hunting Creek Bridge. He 
was the father' of the late Ferdinando Fairfax and Thomas Fairfaxt 
the latter of whom inherited his empty title of Lord Fairfax, also 
of the late Mrs. Charles Catlett, by a second marriage. I am not 
aware of other children, though there may have been. I have, in 
another place, stated that he endeavoured to dissuade his friend 
and neighbour, General Washington, from the war with England 
The General, in his letter to him, deals most gently and respectfully 
with him. He was the son of his old friend and neighbour, George 
William Fairfax, of Belvoir, and the brother of the wife of Law
rence Washington, elder brother of the General. The Rev. Mr. 
1! sirfax acted with such prudence, if he did not see cause to change 
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his sentiments, as not to forfeit the friendship of Washington aIlJ 
of the patriots in Fairfax parish, but was, as we have seen, chosen 
to be their ministel He has left behind him many worthy adhe
rents to our Church, though some few have varied from it. At the 
resignation of Mr. Fairfax the Rev. Thomas Davis was chosen. He 
continued its minister until 1806, when he removed to Hungar's 
parish, on the Eastern Shore, where he died. Mr. Davis had 
ministered in various places throughout Virginia, and, though a man 
of temperate habits and correct life by comparison with too many 
of our clergy, was not calculated by his preaching or convers&tion 
to promote the spiritual welfare of any people. He was succeeded 
by the Rev. Mr. Gibson, of Maryland. Previous to his removal to 
Alexandria, and while the church was vacant, the vestry invited 
the Rev. Mr. McQuerr a Scotch minister of the Presbyterian Church, 
who was then principal of the Washington Academy in Alexandria, 
to officiate for them. With the character and habits of Mr. McQuerr 
I became acquainted through myoId teacher, Mr. Wiley, who was 
educated at that school. They were nothing better than those of 
many of the old Episcopal clergy. I am happy, however, to say 
that more than twenty years after this, on one of my journeys to 
the South, I heard of him as a most pious and exemplary minister 
of that communion in the State of Georgia, a zealous advocate of 
the Temperance and Colonization societies and of every good work, 
and highly esteemed by all. He lived to a great age, persevering 
to the last. There is something sad in the history of the Rev. Mr. 
Gibsl)n, but it must be told for the benefit of others. He began 
'Well, prt·lI.ched zealously, was praised and flattered to his undoing. 
He gave oft'ence to some by a rather harsh way of saying true 
things. This was complained of, and perhapll harsh things said in 
return. These were communicated to him by a few of those false 
friends who think to ingratiate themselves with their minister by 
communicating to him what ought to be concealed. This exasperated 
a temper naturally excitable. Under the influence of this, he sud
denly and unexpectedly, from the pulpit, resigned his charge. 
The vestry were divided as to the acceptance of it, but the majority 
were in favour of it. When too late he apologized, and wished to 
retract. Parties were formed, and the result was another congre
gation under his auspic-cs. But, as will be seen when I come to 
speak of that congregation, he did not continue long with it, but 
returned to Maryland, where, after a short time, he was dismissed 
for intemperance. There was reason to fear that the habit had 
eommenced in Alexandria. under the too popular pretext of u."ing 
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IU'dent spirits privately as a medicine. He afterward united with 
the Methodist Church and ministered in it. Let the clergy learn 
from his fate to beware of false friends who inform them what their 
enemies say of them, and to eschew alcohol, even as a medicine, 
unless prescribed by a temperate physician and as a mere temporary 
expedient imperiously called for. 

In the following year, 1810, the Rev. Mr. Barclay, who (lame to 
this country from the West Indies, was chosen. Bishop Clagett, 
of Maryland, certified to his character for the last six years, during 
which he had been ministering in Maryland; but in April of 1811 
a wife, whom he had deserted, followed him from the West Indies, 
and he resigned his charge in Alexandria and has been heard of no 
more since. 

Under these circumstances, the writer of these sad notices, having 
been ordained by Bishop Madison in the spring of that year, at the 
age of twenty-one, was induced to take the charge of Christ Church 
in October, 1811, in conjunction with his charge in Frederick, 
visiting the latter once a month. For some account of his ministry 
at that time and place he refers to the second article in this series. 

At the close of that brief term of service, extending only to 
eighteen months, the Rev. Oliver Norris took charge of Christ 
Church. Mr. Norris was of Quaker descent, but, occasionally at
tending the services of St. Peter's Church, Baltimore, during the 
ministry of Mr. Dashiel, first became convinced of sin, then of his 
need of a Saviour, and then of the excellency of our service to 
build up a convert in the true faith and practice of a Christian. 
He has often detailed to me the circumstances of his conversion. 
He first ministered at Elk Ridge and near Bladensburg, in Mary
land, and then came to Virginia. He was an atFectionate pastor 
and faithful preacher of the Gospel, very dear to his people, and 
esteemed in the Church of Virginia. Being called upon to preach 
his funeral sermon, and the same being published by the vestry, I 
am able to present the following passage on one trait in his minis
terial character:-

"May I not, fearless of contradiction, ask this congregation if there be 
one among them who has not experienced many evidences of hiB pastoral 
8.delity and tendem6118 7 Who has ever complained of neglect there, where 
a people are 80' apt to complain? What individual 80 poor or 80 obscure 
but has received a full share of hiB pastoral kindn888? Which of you, rich 
or poor, did he ever meet, but affection beamed from his ele and Bpoke 
from his lips, and was felt in the warm pressure of hiB affectIonate hand r 
Which of you ever left (though but for II. 8C88On) hiB pastoral care, but he 
.., .. with you to bid a kind farewell and commend you to the care of Heaven, 
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and when you returned was he not the first to meet and welcome you back 
again 1 Which of you was ever sick, but he was soon at your side, ready 
to comfort you, pray with you, entreat you to take it in ~ part as the dis
pensation of God, and, if there was need. to be your tender nurse 1 Which 
of you was ever in any distress of soul, body, or estate, but he was the firs~ 
to condole with you and endeavour to make some spiritual improvement 
of your amiction 1 Which of his people departing this life, but he was 
with them, exhorting to due preparation, and strengthening them for the 
conflict with the last enemy and great adversary 1 Onoe more, let me uk 
which of your dear little children but has received his kind attentions, 
heard from his lips some words of counsel suited to their age, and which 
.hould be remembered and treasured up in their hearts 7" 

After the death of Mr. Norris, in the summer of 1825, efforts 
were made to obtain the services of the Rev. John Johns, then in 
Fredericktown, Maryland, and of the Rev. Mr. Cobbs, of Bedford 
county, Virginia, and on the failure of these applications the Rev. 
:Mr. Keith was induced to add the duties of a pa.stor and preacher 
to those of professor. He continued this, with some interruption, 
for the greater part of three years, when the Rev. Geo. Griswold, 
80n of Bishop Griswold, became pastor in 1828. On account of ill 
health he resigned the following year, to the deep regret of the 
congregation. The Rev. J. P. McGuiro followed for one year, an~ 
unable through weakness of his eyes to make the necessary prep&
ration for the pulpit, resigned the charge. The Rev. Mr. Mann 
8ucceeded, and, a.fter continuing for three years, accepted an 
agency for the Seminary. The Rev. Mr. Dana, its present minister, 
then took charge of the church. 

THE RE.V. DAVID GRIFFITH. 

Concerning the Rev. David Griffith we have something more 
particular to record. He was born in the city of New York, and 
educated, partly in that place a·nd partly in England, for the me
dical profession. After taking ~is degree in London, he returned 
to America a.nd entered on his profession in the interior of New 
York about the year 1763. Determined to enter the ministry of 
the Episcopal Church, he went to London in the year 1770, and 
was ordained by Bishop Terrick, August the 19th of that year, and 
returned as missionary to Gloucester county, New Jersey. He 
could not have continued there long; for, in the close of the next 
year, he accepts the charge of Shelburne parish, Loudoun county, 
Virginia. Governor Johnson, of New York. was very anxious to 
obtain his services in that State, where he was regarded as a "man 
of uncommon merit." The Governor of Virginia, also,-either from 
personal knowledge or report,-recommends him very highly to 
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Shelburne parish. He continued in it until Ma.y, 1776, when
being an American not only by birth but in heart-he entered the 
service as chaplain to the 3d Virginia Regiment. In this service 
he continued until some time in the year 1780. He appears as the 
minister of Christ Church, Alexandria, during that year,-though 
he was elected the previous year. He is represented as a man of 
good size and fine appearance and pleasing manners, and &8 

enjoying the confidence of General Washington and the army. 
Tra.d~tion says that, on the night before the battle of Monmouth, 
he sought an interview with General Washington, and, in the pre
sence of his aids, bade him beware of General Charles Lee, though 
he was not at liberty to give his reasons or authority. When Lee 
unnecessarily and ingloriously retreated on the field of Monmouth, 
and almost lost America the battle, there were those who believed 
that he wished only to diminish the reputation of Washington and 
receive the supreme command to himself. We only give this as 
tradition. From the year 1780 to his death, in 1789, Mr. Griffith 
was the much-esteemed pastor of Christ Church, Alexandria., and 
that called Little Falls, higher up on the Potomac. During the 
greater part of this time General Washington was his parishioner
having a pew in Christ Church-and Mr. Griffith was a welcome 
visitor at Mount Vernon. Mr. Griffith was not merely attentive to 
his duty as a parish minister, but, in the dark and distressing days 
of the Episcopal Church in Virginia and in the other States, took 
a deep interest in the measures proposed for her welfare. When 
a number of the clergy from the Northern States met-of their own 
motion, in New York, in October, 1784-to consult about those 
measures, Mr. Griffith appeared of his own accord from Virginia. 
But before that time, I have letters to and from him, showing that 
he was earnestly engaged in correspondence, both North and South, 
with a view to promoting both St!'-te and General Conventions, as 
the instruments of saving the Church from min. The following 
1.etters which passed between himself and Dr. Buchanon of Rich
mond will show how deplorable was the condition of things in Vir
ginia at this time, and also establish the fact 'hat Dr. Griffith was 
the first mover of the proposition to have a Convention in Virginia 
after the war. I have also a letter in August, 1784, from the Rev. 
Mr. West, dated from Baltimore, in which he delivers a message 
from Dr. Smith, of Philadelphia, to Mr. Griffith, showing his esti
mate of the latter in relation to this movement. It is probable that 
this Mr. West was the same who preceded Mr. Griffith in AleXan
dria., as he speaks of being there. 

Di9i;ized by Google 



264 OLD CHURCHES, MINISTERS, AND 

The following letter of Dr. Griffith to Dr. Buchanon, of Rich 
mond, must have been written in the fall of 1783, before any meet
ing of Episcopalians, in any part of the land, had occurred with. 
similar object. Dr. Buchanon's reply was not until the Februuy 
following, except 80 far 8.8 a verbal message went:-

"DBAB BIR :-You may recollect the conversation we had when I bad 
ibe pleasure of seeing you at Richmond; that we mutually lamented ibe 
dechning state of the Ch1U'Oh of England in this country, and the pitiable 
lituation of her clergy,--especially those whose circumstances are not 
nfticiently independent to place them beyond the reach of want. I am 
atisfied our Church has yet a very great number of powerful friends who 
are disposed to give it encouragement and support, and who wish to see 
lOme plan in agitation for effecting a business 80 important, and at this 
time 80 very necessary. It is (and very justly) matter of astonishment to 
many, that those whose more immediate duty it is to look to the concerns 
of their religious society should show so much indifference and indolence 
as the Ch1U'Oh and clergy do, while the leaders of almost every other de 
nomination are labouring with the greatest assiduity to increase their in
fluence, and, by open attacks and subtle machinations, endeavouring to 
lelllen that of every other society,-particularly the Church to which you 
and I have the honour to belong, in whose destruction they all (Quakers 
and Methodists excepted) seem to agree perfectly, however they may differ 
in other points. Against these it behooves us to be cautions. But, unl., 
ibe clergy act conjointly and agreeably to some well-regulated plan, the 
min of our Church is inevitable without the malevolence of her enemies. 
Considering her present sitnation and circumstances,-without ordination, 
without government, without support, unprotected b, the laws, and yet 
labouring under injurious restrictioDs from laws whlr.h yet exist,-theee 
things considered, her destruction is sure as fate, unless some mode is 
adopted for her preservation. Her friends, by sufFering her to continue in 
her present state of embarrassment, as effectually work her destrnction u 
her avowed enemies could do by their most successful contrivances. 

" In the late contest for a stake of the lut importance to this conntTy, it. 
would have been imprudent to enter on a regulation of ecclesiastical affairs, 
or to attempt any thing that might interrupt that nnion which was so 
necessary for our mutual security and preservation. But that time, God 
be thanked, is happily over, and those reasons no longer exist. It seems 
to be high time for those whom it concerns to be en~d in the important 
business of regulating the affairs of the Ch1U'Oh. I have been for some 
time in the hope that some of my brethren near the sest of government 
would have set on foot this necessary bnsiness; and my reason for addreaa
ing you at this time is to be informed whether any thing of the kind 
is begun or intended,-the time when, the place where, and manner 
how,_nd, if nothing of the kind should be yet determined upon, to 
request of you, as your situation renders it noway inconvenient, to UD

dertake to promote a Convention of the clergy for that purpose. I shall 
also presume to offer my advice. In order that the measures agreed on 
may be generally acceptable to the clergy and no objection remain to im
pede their future execution, it will be necessary to have as numerous a 
meeting as possible. I would recommend to have the clergy summoned to 
this Convention both by public notice and rrivate information; for, .. 
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&he Virginia newapapen seldom oome in!" this and several other quarten, 
oerhapa the end wuuld be best answered by sending printed oiroular letters 
;,0 all quarters of the State: if circular letters were not sent, many of the 
clergy might not have timely notioe. I would recommend this Convention 
to be called on the authority of the few olergy contiguous to the seat of 
government,-the notioes to be si~ned by the whole of them, or one as 
ohairman. 1 would advise the notlces to be couohed in general terms, to 
avoid, as muoh as possible, assigning reasons for it, especially suoh as may 
alarm the Diasenters and roUlle them into opposition. The time for send· 
ing and publishing these notices should be near three months before the 
intended Convention, that the olergy might with oertainty be informed of i' 
and be prepared to leave their homes. As Riohmund is near the oentre of 
the State, 1 think it is the properest plaoe to hold the Convention at. The 
time for holding the Convention 1 would recommend to be about the 20th 
of April next. It will be impossible to have any thing like a full meeting 
in the winter season; and, abuut the season 1 have mentioned, the weather 
is genenlly fine for wvolling and the roads settled. Besides, our plans 
should be agreed upon previous to the session of Assembly, liS we must 
neoeasarily have noourse to it for the repeal of those existing laws whioh 
made a part of the old Establishment, and which, while they do exist, must 
prove ruinous to the Church in spite of any regulations the clergy may 
adopt. I have not the pleasure of knowing Mr. Blagrove, chaplain to the 
Howse of .Assembly, but I think his name, or yours, or both, would not 
appear imprcperly at the bottom of the notices, or any thing that will answer 
the purpose. If the above proposal should be adopted, I shall be muoh 
obliged to you for informing me of it as soon as it is determined on. 
Pleaso direot to me at Alexandria, either by post or some private hand. 
If a meeting is likely to take place, it would not perhaps be amiss if your
self and our brethren in {our neighbourhood were to digest some plan for 
the consideration of the Convention. If it was well oonsidered by sensible 
men what regulations were wanting and what reform necessary, it would 
eave abundance of time. If I have timely notice, 1 will cheerfully devote 
all the spare time I have to this service. And if the Convention is reo 
IOlved on, I will engage to send the notices to all the olergy in the Northern 
Neck above Falmouth, if the copies or a form are sent me in time. You 
may remember that when I had the pleasure of seeing you I expressed a 
wish that a coalition might Cake place between us and the Dissenters: it 
is still my most earnest wish, but I am now eatisfied it is a vain one: and 
I think our Church has no ohance of preserving any of its ancient and ex
ocllent forms of worship, but from the nnited zeal and eWorts of her clorg. 
I think it is this alone that can prese"e her very existence. I am, &0. 

"DAVID GaunTB!' 

The following is Dr. Buchanon's aDswer:-

"DKAB Sla :-1 received your Jetter, favoured by Mr. Fairfax, whioh 
reminded me of a conversation which passed between us respecting the 
low slate of the Church whereof we are members, and in which you make 
inquiry whether any thing has been attempted by any of its olergy to raise 
it from its distressed sitUlition, and inform we that refleotions have been 
~wn out against them for their remissness and want of zeal in an alfair 
of 80 muoh consequence. In order to remedy these evils, you propose 
a plan for convening the olergy in the montt of Artil next, to the end 
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that some form of ecclesiastical government might be eatabh!bed, par 
ticalarly a mode of ordination; and that an application might be made to 
the AlI8emhly for redress of grievances and a legal support. 

"Aa I had nothing of conaequence to write you hy Mr. Fairfax, I desired 
him verbally to acquaint you that your hrethren in this neighbourhood 
had done nothing to forward the re-establishment of our Church: indeed, 
they seemed to despair of any thing being done effectually without ita 
originating in the Assembly. I showed them your letter: theyapprcved 
highly of your zeal, hut were by no means sanguine in the result of a 
convocation. It was agreed among ns that we should meet on some da, 
moat convenient for Mr. Leigh, who lived the greatest distance from thiS 
oity, * to take into tluther consideration the subject of your letter. Thns 
matters stood until the 29th of December, when Mr. Selden received a 
letter from the above ~ntleman,-a copy whereof is herein enolOBed that 
you may have a full view of the argument he offers against your plan of a 
3Onvooation. For my own part, before I was favoured with your ideas I 
was firmly of opinion that the reformation should first take place in the 
Legislature i-that, if they thought public religion essential not only to the 
good order but to the very existence of government, it behooved them to 
make a legal provision for its teachers, and to raise them from that state 
of indigence and dependence whioh, I will not scruple to say, they them
selves were the cause of; otherwise they cannot reasonably expect that 
religion will flourish in a country where ita ministers are reduced to a 
state of beggary and contempt. I remember, in a conversation at Wilton,t 
on this very subjeot, a Mr. Douglass, lately from England, expreMed his 
surprise that the clergy of our Church had never presented a memorial to 
the House respecting the state of religion; in whioh he was joined by the 
Speaker of the Senate. I gave my opinion as above, and further added, 
that such an applioation would ~ve the alarm to the Sectaries, who would, 
no doubt, throw every obstrnotlon in the way, if not render totallyabor
tive every measure we should adopt. The present Governor thought my 
argument had weight, and said that it was a reproach on Government that 
they had done nothing in support of religion. I am apt to think that some 
who are no well-wishers to our persuasion had got intelligence of our de
sign; for, soon after Mr. Fairfax's appearance here, some scurrilons pub
lications appeared in the papers concerning the importation of clergy 
at forty or fifty pounds a head, aooording to certain qualifications specified, 
and otber stuff to that purpose. I am told that a petition was last session 
preferred to the House, representing the fatal decline of religion, and of 
consequence the great depravity of morals resulting from it, and praying 
tbat the House would take into their most serious consideration a subject 
of so much importance. Some were for putting it off 'to a moro convenient 
season,' but Mr. Henry thought it of too muoh moment to be deferred to 
another session. Notwithatanding this, the matter was dropped, and when 
it will be resumed I know not. At the beJtinning of the session, you 
would think that moat of the House, from their speeches without-doors, 
were for doing something effeotual; but they no sooner get involved in 
secular matters, than the idea of religion is oblitersted from their minds. 

"You observe !lr. Leigh expresses a willingness to meet us at any ap
pointed time, to put into execution the plan you propose, or, if we think 

* The Be,.. William Leigh, of Chestertield. 
t A 8ea& of tb", Randolphe, near Richmond. 
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proper, he allows us to put his name down to any not.ifica·.ion to (lUI 

brethren. 
" As we have boon 80 long undetermined, nothing, I think, can be done 

&his winter. Should busin688, or lOur inolinations, lead you to this oity in 
April, pray send me previoUII notioe of it, that I may inform some of the 
gentlemen in this neighbourhood. Your presence may rouse us from ow 
lethargy; and for my own part, if you should think a memorial to the 
House expedient, I will give it my hearty conourrenoe, or any other plan 
you may adopt. 

"I am, dear sir, with real esteem 

.. BIOJIJIOKD, February 2, 1784." 

" Your most obedient servant, 
"JOHN BUOHANON • 

Nothing could better exhibit the true condition of things in Vir. 
ginia than this correspondence. Dr. Buchanon acknowledges that 
the clergy had brought this ruin upon themselves by their own mis
conduct. Guilt-stricken, they were afraid and ashamed to come 
forward boldly and call upon the Legislature to do something for 
the cause of religion and morall, which were both declining. It never 
leemed to enter into the thoughts of some, as a possibility, to do 
any thing on the voluntary principle, independent of the State, 80 

accustomed were they to the old English system. Whether &ny 
8uch meeting as that proposed by Dr. Griffith ever took place, I 
have not the means of ascertaining. In the winter of 1785, the 
Legislature incorporated the Episcopal Church, tendering the same 
privilege to others, and in the preamble states that it was done at 
the petition of the Episcopal clergy. How many united in it, and 
whether it was done at a general meeting called for the purpose, 
1 know not. In May of that year, 1785, the first Convention of 
clerica.l and lay deputies met in Richmond, under the Act of incor 
poration. Mr. Griffith, being t~ere, was appointed a delegate to 
the General Convention in Philadelphia that fall. The second Vir
ginia Convention was held in May, 1786, when the Rev. Dr. Griffith 
was chosen Bishop, by a vote of thirty-two members. Dr. Bracken 
received ten, and Mr. Samuel Shield seven. An assessment was 
made upon the parishes for funds to hear the expenses of his visit 
to England for consecration; but such was the depressed condition 
of the Church, that a sufficiency was not raised, either in that year 
or the two succeeding ones. In May, 1789, Mr. Griffith resigned 
his claim upon the office, and in the summer of that yea.r died at 
the house of Bishop White, while attending the General Convention. 
At th/3 following Convention, the Rev. Ja.mes Madison was chosen 
Bishop by a vote of forty-five,-the Rev. Samuel Shield having 
nine. To the shame of the Church of Virginia, in that day be it 
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laid, dufficient funds were not raised for Bishop Madison's con~ 
cration. A part was drawn from his private resources, and that 
worthy man, Graham Franks, of London, of whom we have before 
spoken as the warm friend of the Church of Virginia, and whose 
wife lies buried in old York graveyard, contributed five guineu 
toward it. 

LVt 0/ eM Veatr;v'Mft. 

John West, Wm. Payne, Jr., Wm. Adaws, John Dalton, Thomas WreD, 
Edward Duling, Daniel French, Thomas Shaw, Townshend Dade, Richard 
Sanford, Charles Broadwater, Edward Blackburn, James WreD, HeDIJ 
Gunnel, John West, Jr., Richard Conway, Henry Dame, John HUDter, 
Charles Alexander, Presley Cox, "'D. Chapman, Townshend Hooe, Wm. 
Herbert, Thomu Triplett, George Gilpin, Wm. Browne, Bryan Fairfax, 
Robert Powell, Wm. Syles, David Stewart, JohD Courts, Wm. Hunter, 
Roger West, John Jackson, Benjamin Harris, Lewis Hipkins, George 
Gilpin, Nicholas Fitzhugh, Robert T. Hooe, Baldwin Dade, Philip R. 
Fendall, James P. Nicholls, Ludwell Lee, Wm. Fitzhugh, George Taylor, 
John Roberts, George Deneale, Daniel McClean, H. Smoot, John Tinker, 
Edmund I. Lee, Charles Simms, Charles Alexander, Jr., John Tucker, 
James Kieth, Wm. S. Moore, Cuthbert Powell, John MunC88ter, Jonah 
Thompson, Thomu Swann, Tristam Dalton, Augustin J. Smith, William 
Hodgson, Anthony Crease, Richard M. Soott, Francia Adams, Wm. H. 
Fitzhugh, James Kieth, Jr., James H. Hooe, Craven Thompson, Thoma 
Semmes, Horatio Clagget, Noblet Herbert, Newton Keene, John Roberts, 
Bernard Hooe, Wm. Herbert, Peyton Thompson, John Lloyd, J. J. Fro
bell, Wm. Fowle, J. A. Wuhington, James Atkinson, J. H. Crease, W. 
C. Page, Edward Latham, R. H. Claggett, W. F. Aleunder, Daniel 
Minor, George Johnson, Guy Atkinson, Cassius F. Lee, Solomon Mutars, 
Wm. l\Iorgan, Richard C. Muon, George Fletcher, James Irwin, J. Grubb, 
~eneral John Muon. 

The following names, not in the old vestry-book, have been fur-
nished me:- • 

Louis A. Cazenove, William W. Hoxton, William L. Powell, Edgar 
Snowden, Edward C. Fletcher, William G. Cazenove. Henry C. Neale, 
John J. Lloyd, Reuben Johnston, Charles H. Lee, William C. Yeaton, 
Richard C. Smith, Thomu C. Atkinson, Lawrence B. Taylor, Henry W. 
Vandegrift, John Crockford, Dougl888 R. Semmes. 

Concerning two of the above-mentioned vestrymen I may be 
permitted to say a few words. Mr. George Taylor and Edmund 
I. Lee were churchwardens when I took charge of Christ Church 
in 1811, and so continued until the removal of one by a change of 
residence, and the other by death, after a long term of service. 
They were both of them members of the Standing Committee during 
the same period. I think I knew them well, and knew them to be 
.incere Christians, and useful, punctual business-men Mr. T"ylor, 
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1 think, nearly reached his century of years, his step still elastic 
And form erect and countenance fine and temper unrutBed,-walk
ing between Washington and Alexandria. without weariness almost 
to the last, and lifting up a distinct voice in the utterance of those 
prayers in which he delighted,-dying, as he had lived, in the faith 
of the Gospel. Mr. Lee generally attended on State Conventions, 
and sometimes the General Convention. Be was a man of great 
decision and perseverance in what he deemed right,-obstinate, some 
of us thought, even to a. fault, when we differed from him. There 
was no compromise at all in him, with any thing which he thought 
wrong_ He was as fearless as Julius Caesar. On a certain Sab
bath, while I was performing service in Christ Church, a certain 
person in the gallery disturbed myself and the congregation by 
undue vociferation in the responses, and also at the opening of the 
sermon. I paused, and requested him to desist, and was proceed
ing, but Mr. Lee, who was nea.r him, arose and asked me to suspend 
the sermon. Walking toward the offender, he told him that he 
must leave the house. As he approached to enforce it, thE' person 
raised a loaded whip and struck at him. Mr. Lee, nothing moved, 
took him by the. arms and led him out of the house, and deposited 
him in the town jail. When mayor of the town, he was a terror to 
evil-doers. Ascertaining that there was much gambling going on 
among the gentlemen of the place, and some of the principal ones, 
he took effective measures for their discovery, brought between 
thirty and forty before the court, ann had them fined. The prose
cuting attorney w,as his particular friend, and was slightly impli
cated in the evil practice; but he did not spare him. Nor did he 
wish to be spared, but, coming forward and paying his fine, then 
did his duty with all the rest. Mr. Lee was of course not a popular 
man, nor did he seek or care to be, but did his duty entirely ro
~dless of all others. He kept our Conventions in good order, by 
always insisting upon the observance of rules of which the clergy 
are not always mindful. He was the grea.t advocate of our Bishops' 
fund, and defended it from all invasions. I not only knew Mr. 
Lee from my youth up, but I saw him in his last moments, and 
heard him with the truest humility speak of himself as a poor sin
ner, whose only hope was in Christ. And can I speak of him 
without remembering that meek and holy woman to whom he was 
80 long a most affectionate husband? She was the daughter of that 
Christian patriot, Richard Henry Lee. For more than thirty 
years she was gradually dying of consumption, and yet in such a. 
way as to admit of the exhibition of all her Christian graces in 
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the various relations of life. By univenal consent, she was one of 
the purest specimens of humanity sanctified by the grace of God. 

P.S.-It was in this parish that the question of the right of the 
Church to the glebes, which had been determined against the Church 
in the Virginia courts, was reconsidered. Being brought before 
the Supreme Court, the former decision was reversed, so far 
as the glebe in Fairfax pa.rish was concerned. The opinion of the 
court, which was drawn up by Judge Story, of Maaaachuaetta, may 
be seen in the Appendix . 

.Jirom Spar,"' I Lifo 01 Waa1&iRgtota • 

• , After the Frenoh War, while in retirement at Mount Vernon, Wash. 
Ington took a lively interest in Church &frain, re~arly attending publio 
wonhip, and being at different times a vestryman In two parishes. 
. "i'be following list of votes for vestrymen in Fairfax ~h and Truro 
parish is copied from a paper in Washington's handwnting, and shows 
that he was ohosen a vestryman in each of those parishes. How long he 
continued in that station, I have no means of determining. The place 
of wonhlp in Fairfax parish was at Alexandria j in Truro parish, at Pohiok; 
the former ten, the latter seven, miles from Mount Vernon." 

Vcatr,v cl&oMa lor Fairfaz pariaA, 28th JlGrcA, 1766, toiI1& lAc 
Aumber 01 tKJU, lor each. 

John West . 340 George JohDB1hn 
809 Townshend Dade • .• 

• 804 Riohard Sandford 
• 281 William Adams • 

254 
252 
247 
244 

Charles Aleunder 
William Payne • 
John Dalton • 
George Waahlngton • 
Charles Broadwater 

• 274 John Posey 
• 260 Daniel Frenoh 

• 222 
221 

Veatr,v clwleAlor fi'uro pariah, 22d July, l~"tDith tM A.talIer 
01 fXJtea lor each. . 

George Mason •. 282 Alexander Hendel"lOn •• " 281 
Edward Payne • • 277 William Gardner 218 
George Washington 259 Tomiaon Ellzey . 209 
John Posey •• 259 I Thomas W. Coffer 189 
Daniel MoCarty •• 246 I William Lynton • 172 
c1eorp;e William Fairfax 285 Thomas Ford. 170 
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ARTICLE LXX. 

8t. Pa.r. (,"k~reA, Alezandria and Oamerota and SMlhnu 
PaN"'u, Loudon OOunty. 

WB have already said that St. Paul's Church grew out of a difFer
ence between the Rev. Mr. Gibson and the congregation of Christ 
Church, in. 1809. There were worthy persons in the vestry and 
congregation who thought that Mr. Gibson's apology for the manner 
in which he resigned his charge ought to have been accepted, and 
that he should have been allowed to withdraw hie resignation and 
continue his ministry. The majority of the vestry thought other
wise, and that it would be better to let the connection be di88olved. 
Some of the vestry and of the congregation thought that the harsh
n888 of manner and language sometimes apparent in his discourses 
proceeded from an honest zeal, which made him speak very dift'er
ently from the tame way and courteous strain of the old clergy, 
and therefore determined to form a new congregation. They accord
ingly purchased a sma\rvacant church belonging to the Presbyterian 
denomination, and commenced services in it. On the 28d of Janu
ary, 1810, a vestry was organized, consisting of Daniel McLean, 
Lawrence BoofF, James B. Nicholls, Mark Butts, Nathaniel C. 
Bunter, John Young, Joseph Thomas, Adam Lynn, Joseph Thorn
ton, John BoofF, Thomas West Peyton, to whom at different times, 
until the year 1882, have been added Charles Page, Thomas Moore, 
Augustin Newton, Ferdinand Mastellar, John Gird, LawrenCf 
Lewis, U.mphrey Peake, W. C. Gardiner, James Entwisle, Is. 
Cannell, Chriatopher Neale, George Johnson, Norman Fitzhugq 
Silu Reed, Lewis A. Cazenove, Benjamin I. Fendal1, Bernard 
Booe, Charles Koones, William Fowle, Lewis BoofF, Anthony Mc
Lean, Geo. U. Smoot, William B. Fowle, James Green, Dr. Isaac 
Winston, Francis L. Smith, Stephen Shinn, David Funsten, Orlando 
F..max, Silas Reed, George Brent, Bernard Hooe, &0. 

JlINIS'l'BRS OJ' ST. PA.UL'S CHUROH. 

The Rev. Mr. Gibson resigned in the month of September, 1811. 
In the following February the Rev. Wm. Wilmer entered upon the 
oharge and continued in it until the 19th of October, 1826, when 
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he accepted the Presidency of William aQd Mary College. During 
his ministry the old church was enlarged .'and the present church 
built, and the congregation increased manifold. Of Dr. Wilmer J 
have already spoken in one of the atticles on Williamsburg. I will 
only add that the congregation co~ld not have been supplied with 
one better calculated to build it up, whether we consider his zeal, 
prudence, or ability for the work, in private or public. During his 
residence in Virginia he was always sent to the General Convention, 
and when there chosen to preside over its deliberations. With hia 
pen he defended Protestantism aga.inst Romanism, and mo(lerate 
views of the Ohurch and Sacraments against certain extrava.gant 
ones which were at that early period finding their way amc ng us. 
At the resignation of Mr. Wilmer, the Rev. Willia.m Jackson was 
chosen, but did not enter upon his duties until February, 1827. 
Most acceptably and usefully did he labour in this congregation, 
until his resignation in June, 1832, when he accepted a call to St. 
Stephen's Church, New York. He left St. Paul's and the diocede 
of Virginia with the deep regrets of all who knew his amiable 
character, heard his excellent sermons, and had opportunity to 
appreciate his great worth. The Rev. James T. Johnson was then 
elected, and entered upon his duties in the fall of 1833, and con· 
tinues the minister until the present time, 1857. 

I find one or two things on the records of this parish which are 
worthy of insertion. Bishop Madison was a.pplied to to consecrate 
the first St. Paul's'Church, but declined on account of collegiate 
duties, and requested Bishop Claggett to perform the office, which was 
done promptly and much to the gratification of all. An instance 
of liberality deserves also to be inserted. The first St. Paul's 
Ohnrch was bought on credit for the sum of three thousand five 
hundred dollars. In the year 1813, Mr. Daniel McLean, one of 
the vestry, paid the amount and made a deed to the vestry for it. 
The second church so exceeded the first in size and expense as to 
cost twenty-six thousand dollars. 

CAMERON AND SHELBURNE PARISHBS. 

Cameron parish was cut off from Truro parish in 1749, and until 
1769 included Shelburne parish. A few words will suffice for all 
the information I have to communicate concerning it. In the year 
1758 the Rev. John Andrews was its minister; whether before or 
after this, or how long, is not known. Whethor he was the minister 
who was subsequently the professor at Williamsburg, and after the 
war discontinued the ministry and moved to Philadelphia. is not 
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known. He was ordained in 1749, and the Rev. Archibald Avens, 
who probably succeeded him in Cameron parish, in 1767. In the 
years 1778, 1774, and 1776, the Rev. Spence Grayson was the 
minister; whether before or after, or how long, not known. We hear 
nothing of this parish after the Revolution. There was a church 
in it near the Gumspring, the traces of which are yet to be seen. 
There was, I think, another not far from the junction of the roads 
from Georgetown and Alexandria to Leesburg. 

In addition to this brief notice of Cameron and Shelburne parishes, 
we are able to furnish the following facts concerning the latter, 
taken from an old vestry-book, or rather fragment of one, com
mencing in 1771 and ending in 1806. On the 10th of April, in the 
year 1771, the churchwardens-John Lewis and Thomas Shore-
are directed to employ some minister to perform divine service once 
in every three months during pleasure, and that the preference be 
given to the Rev. Mr. Scott, and that the minister employed do 
preach at Leesburg and the other chapel (called the Mountain 
Chapel) in the parish, as also at some convenient place near the 
gap of the Short Hill, to be fixed on by the churchwardens. On 
the 27th of July of that year, at the meeting of the vestry, it ap
pears that the Rev. Archibald Avens, who was no doubt the minister 
in the parish of Cameron in the year 1769, two years before, when 
Shelburne was cut off from it, and who was living in the part which 
was assigned to Cameron, had moved into Shelburne and claimed 
to be its minister. This the vestry resisted, and advertised for a 
minister in the Virginia Gazette. In the month of August of the 
same year we find the following entry:-

" Mr. William Leigh, a student of William and Mary College, having 
been warmly reoommended to this vestry by the president, masters, and 
professors of said college, 88 a young man of BOund learning, unfeigned 
piety, and unexoeptionable morals, we do herebl undertake and agree to 
receive him 88 minister of this parish, provided It should continue vacant 
till he returns from Great Britain in Holy Orders, unless be should by 
lOme misconduct forfeit the good opinion we entertain of him." 

At a meeting in November of the same year, five thousand three 
hundred and twelve pounds of tobacco were leviei for the Rev. 
James Scott, who had been officiating for them. He was doubtless 
the minister of Prince Willia.m parish, of whom we have formerly 
written, and who had been engaged to visit this parish during the 
last six months. 

In the next month we find the Rev. David Griffith elected and 
unanimously recommended to the Governor for induction, which 

VOL. II.-18 

Digitized by Google 



~74 OLD OHUROHES, MINISTERS, AND 

was a striking proof of their confidence in him. Five tho1188.ncJ... 
weight of tobacco were added to his salary in place of a glebe,
there being none at that time. Mr. Griffith continued their minister 
until May, 1776. During that year he engaged in the Revolu
tionary struggle as chaplain. There is no record of any meeting 
of the vestry after May the 22d, 1776, until April 27, 1779 In 
1780 the vestry advertise for a minister. From 1776 to 1792 the 
vestry was unable to obtain a minister. Indeed, it wa.s imp088ible 
to collect any thing for that purpose. The glebe which ha.d been 
purcha.sed for Mr. Griffith was rented out during that time for a 
very small sum. In the year 1794 the Rev. Alexander Jones is 
minister for one year on a salary of fifty pounds. In 1796 the 
Rev. Alexander McFarla.n becomes the minister, on the written 
condition that he may be removed at any time according to the 
canons of the Church of Virginia. He engaged to preach two 
Sundays at Leesburg, one at the Pot-House, and one at Middle
burg. In the year 1801, Mr. McFarlan, in a letter to the vestry, 
resigns the parish and gives up the glebe, on the expre88 condition 
that they choose the Rev. John Dunn a.s his succe88or. The vestry 
accept his resignation, adding that they have no regard to his con
ditions, which he had no right to make. They, however, elect Mr. 
Dunn, who wa.s their worthy minister until his death in 1827. He 
was ordained Priest by Bishop Madison. Mr. Dunn wa.s suddenll 
seiEed with paralysis while performing service in Middleburg, and 
died in Leesburg shortly after. 

I was called to witness his happy, triumphant death, and after 
some time to make an improvement of both his life and death in a 
funeral discourse, which was published. Had I a copy of it, I 
would make use of some parts of it in order to convey to my read
ers the impre88ions then resting on my own mind and on that of the 
community concerning this excellent man. The text was, " Be
hold an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no guile." And seldom 
has it ever been so true of any of the frail children of men. He' 
was in all things a most sincere and upright man, "speaking the 
troth from his heart." He wa.s a man of a. most humble and con
tented mind. He lived on his glebe, and, though not much of a 
farmer, and a very ea.sy ma.ster to the few servants belonging to 
himself or Mrs. Dunn, lived on its proceeds, receiving little or 
nothing else, until perhaps the last few years of his life. I can 
never forget his words or looks when, walking about his premises, 
he told me that he had nothing to wish for more j that he had corn 
50ugh in his granary to last until Christma.s, and some hay, and 
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was out of debt; "and what do I want more 1" he emphatically asked. 
Mr. Dunn was a man of sound views of religion and an honest 
preacher of them. From the time of the first efforts for the revival 
of religion in Virginia until his death, he was a member of the 
Standing Committee of the diocese and punctual in his attendance, 
though living at some distance from the place where its meetings 
were held. 

He was succeeded by the Rev. Thomas Jackson, who continued 
for three years to fill the place with ability and great acceptable
ness. The Rev. Mr. Cutler then spent a year in the parish, and, 
at the end of that time, removed to his present charge in Brooklyn, 
New York. 

The Rev. George Adie took charge of it in 1882, and continued 
in it until his death, in 1856,-being its faithful, laborious, and 
beloved minister for nearly twenty-four years,-and has been suc
ceeded by the Rev. Mr. Caldwell. Mr. Adie, for many years con
nected with his charge at Leesburg regular though infrequent services 
at Upperville, Middleburg, and Aldie. He also acted as chaplain to 
the female school at Belmont, a few miles from Leesburg, kept by 
Miss Margaret Mercer. For a faithful and deeply-interesting 
account of this remarkable woman we must refer our readers to the 
little volume by Dr. Caspar Morris, of Philadelphia, thau which 
there are few biographies more just, more edifying, or more pleasing. 
Miss Mercer sti11lives in the memories and affections of her nume
rous pupils, who are scattered over the land. For some years the 
Sunday afternoon services of Mr. Adie were held in the large hall 
at Belmont; but, as there were many poor in the neighbourhood, 
Miss Mercer, at her own expense, put up a neat little chapel a 
short distance from the house, for their benefit. I have spent some 
interesting seasons in this house of God, preaching and administer
ing Confirmation. Mi88 Mercer was then and there to be seen in 
her highest glory and happiness, in the midst of her pupils and the 
poor. At her death, a tomb was erected in the churchyard by a 
general contribution from her pupils, with the following inacrip
tion:-

"Sacred to the memory of Margaret Mercer, bom July 1, 1791; died 
8eptember 17, 1846. Her remains repose beneath the ohancel of this 
.hurch, built by her own self-denying labours. This monument is erected 
by her pupils, as a testimony of their admiration of her elevated Christian 
eharaoter, and of their gratitude for her invaluable instruotions." 

The l.istory of the churc'les in Shelburne parish, as seen OIl 

the ve"try-book, is amusing. For some years before the war, the 
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record states that various places were determined upon and ther. 
abandoned, various plans agreed upon and then changed. Twice 
was it ordered that a church be built at a place belonging to George 
William Fairfax, once on the land of Colonel Tayloe, then at the 
fork of the road leading to Noland's Ferry; sometimes it was to 
be of wood, then of stone, sometimes of one size, then of another. 
I am unable to designate either of the places. The war came upon 
them while thus divided in sentiment, and settled the question in 
favour of none. It was not until the second war with England 
that an Episcopal church was begun in Leesburg, on its present 
site. Services were held by Mr. Dunn in the old Presbyterian 
church in Leesburg, and the free church in Middleburg. 

A few words concerlling the old glebe in this parish will not be 
without interest to the present generation. About the year 1772, 
a. tract of land containing four hundred and sixty-five acres, on the 
North Fork of Goose Creek, was purchased, and, soon after, a. 
house put upon it. When Mr. Dunn became minister, in 1801, an 
etrort was made by the overseers of the poor to sell it, but it was 
etrectually resisted at law. At the death of Mr. Dunn, in 1827, 
the overseers of the poor again proceeded to sell it. The vestry 
was divided in opinion 8S to the course to be pursued. Four of 
them-Dr. W. C. Selden, Dr. Henry Claggett, Mr. Fayette Ball, 
and Georg~ M. Chichester-were in favour of resisting it; the 
other eight thought it best to let it sha.re the fate of all the others. 
It was accordingly sold. The purchaser lived in Maryland; and, 
of course, the matter might be brought before the Supreme Court 
as a last resort, should the courts of Virginia decide against the 
Church's claim. The minority of four, encoura.ged by the decision 
of the Supreme Court in the case of the Fairfax glebe, determined 
to engo.ge in a lawsuit for it. It was first brought in Winchester, 
and decided against the Church. It was then carried to the Court 
of Appeals, in Richmond, and, during its lingering progre88 there, 
three out of four of the vestrymen who engaged in it died, and the 
fourth was persuaded to withdraw it. 

wt of eM VUhymen of Shelburne PariiA from the !lear 1771 to 1806. 

William Smith, Thomas Lewis, James Hamilton, Fran('is Peyton, Josiu 
Clapham, Levin Powell, John Lewis, Thoma8 Ousle], ThOH. Shore, Thomp
BOn Mason, Stephen Donaldson, Craven Peyton, Colonel Wm. Bronaugh, 
OoI"nel John Alexander, JOBhua Gore, ThOB. Respa88, JOB. Combs, Colonel 
Hymon Triplett, Thomas Kenner, J. Daniel, Benjamin Grayson, Joeeph 
Lane, Stephen Thompson Mason, Matthew Rust, Wilson e. Selden, Chu. 
Bennett, A. B. T. Mason, William Bronaugh,Jr., W. H. ]'oW'el1, Williau: 
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Jones, Thomas Fouoh, William Fouke, Dr. Thomas Simm, Burr Powell, 
Peter B. Whiting, Jas. Leith, William OhiltoD,Oharles Fenton Mercer. 

The vestry-book from the year 1806 to this present time having 
been mislaid or lost, a friend has sent me from recollection the 
following list of vestrymen in addition to the above :-

W. O. Selden, Henry Olaggett, Riohard H. Henderson, W. T. T. Mason, 
Fayette Ball, G. M. Ohiohester, Jno. I. Harding, William Ellzey, J~wi8 
Berkeley, B. Maulsby, O. Douglass, W.H. Gray, Dr. J. Gray, W.A. Powell, 
George Lee, J. P. Smart, H. Saunders, A. Bolt, O. Powell, O. Hempatone, 
John Wildman, S. K. JackBOn, B. W. Harriaon, H. T. Harriaon,1. Orr, 
Thomas H. Olaggett. 

THB POWELL FAMILY. 

I have not been able to ascertain any thing very certain con
cerning the family of Powells which appears on the records of the 
Church in Loudon county. The name of Powell is a very ancient 
one on the civil records of Virginia. Cuthbert Powell was contem
porary in Lancaster county with the first John Carter. Indeed, the 
name is found on one or more of the earliest lists of adventurers to 
Virginia. Oolonel Powell, of Loudon,-father of Messrs. Leven, 
Burr, Outhbert, Alfred Powell, and their sisters,-married a near 
relative of the Rev. Mr. Harrison, of Dumfries, of whose ancestors 
some account, taken from the record of Westminster parish, England, 
was given in our sketch of Dettingen parish. Colonel Powell was 
once a member of Oongress from his district. With his widow I was 
acquainted in the earlier years of my ministry. She was one whose 
fidelity to the Church no adversity could shake. When all others 
were deserting it, she continued steadfast. A minister of another 
denomination was once conversing with her on the subject of his 
own and her Church, and said that there was but little difference 
between them,-that they were like twin-sisters. Whether she 
suspected him of some design at proselyting or not, I cannot say, 
but she very decidedly replied, "It might be 80, but that she 
greatly preferred one of the sisters to the other." She was old
fashioned in all her ways,-in her dress, her home, her furniture, 
and domestic occupations. She lived in a plain house, a little back 
of the main and indeed only street in Middleburg. On one of my 
journeys to Alexandria, while stopping on a snmmer's afternoon at 
that place, I walked over to her abode, and found her busily en
gaged at her wheel, spinning tow or flax, on what was called the 
Bmboll wheel in those days, in contradistinction to that on which 
wool and cotton were spun, and whi('b was called the large wheel. 
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The march of improvement has left both sorts far behind, and with 
them much honest, domestic indoatry and substantial clothing. 

One word concerning myoId friend, Mr. Lewis Berkeley, of Aldie. 
We were school-boys together. He was descended from the 01<1 
family of Berkeleya in Middlesex, which lived at Barnelma, on the 
Pyankatank, and which was the last to leave the county, after 
having been a main prop to the Church for more than one hundred 
and fifty years. Mr. Lewis Berkeley married a daughter of Mr. 
William Noland, an old member of the Legislature from Loudon, in 
days long since paaaed away. Mr. Noland signalized himself by hi. 
zealoOl advocacy of the law against duelling. So jOlt and aensible 
wu his speech on the subject, that it was BOon introduced into the 
school-books or collection of pieces for schooi-boya, and still holds 
ita place. Mr. Berkeley, his excellent wife, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Noland, were for a long term of years the piOOl, consistent, active, 
and liberal supporters of the Episcopal Church in Loudon, whether 
the services were at Aldie, Middleburg, or even twelve miles ~ 
at Leesburg, at which latter place they often attended. 
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ARTICLE LXXI. 

PtJ'rUiau in Frederick OotJ,nty • 

.bT our last communication we had reached the Blue Ridge,-the 
great dividing-line between Eastern and Western Virginia. We 
DOW ascend that beautiful range of mountains, and look down on 
the wido and extensive valley which lies between it and those nume
rous ones which hide tile great Alleghany from our view. I believe 
it is generally admitted that this va.lley is not only the most fertile 
and desirable portion of the State, but also the most picturesque 
and beautiful. But it is not our province to descant on such themes. 
We may, however, be permitted to declare our assent to the hypo
thesis of Mr. Jefferson and others, tha.t it was once a great lake or 
sea, which emptied itself through the channel formed by the force 
of the waters at Harper's Ferry, leaving immense prairies behind 
to be covered in due time with heavy forests, some of which our 
eyes now behold, while most of them have been felled by the hand. 
of our forefathers. * 

Such a country could not but attract the attention of hardy and 
adventurous farmers. The first who entered it were from Pennsyl. 
vania. Crossing the Potomac at what is now called Shepherllstown, 
but at first and for a considerable time Mecklenburg,-doubtlesa 
after some town or place in Germany,-they there made a. settle
ment. From thence emigration proceeded on toward Winchester, 
Stephensburg, or Newtown; Woodstock, &c. Joist Hite, the an
cestor of all the Hites, was the first to make a settlement north of 
Winchester, with sixteen families. This was in the year 1782. His 

* It is a true tradition, I belieTe, that one of the Caners, who at an ~ 
period took up or purchued a large tract of land in old Frederiok, including all 
that which now belongs to the Burwell family, end utending beyond and along the 
Opequon end ita barren hilla end stunted tree&, o1Ferad to one of hiB IOU the ohoice 
of en equal portion of that upon the OpeqllOn and of that fertile prairie lJing be
tween it and the Shenandoah RiTer, and that the former wa.s preferred beca1lB8 of 
the timber, which wa.s TiBillle, though of 80 inclliFerent a oharacter. That the lower 
and richer lands of thiB part of the Talley were once prairie in the days of OUl' 

torerathera iB generally admitted. Old Mr. Iaaac Bite, of Bellgroye, now dec""" 
informed me that his father often spoke of the land about the White Post a.s bema. 
\a his day, covered with a dU.oko~ of saplings. 
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descendants of that name became active members of, or friends of, 
the Episcopal Church. Soon after this, Presbyterians of Scotch 
and Irish descent began to settle in the valley. In the year 1788, 
a number frf)m Pennsylvania, wishing to add themselves to those 
already settled, sent, through the synod of Pennsylvania, a deputa 
tion to Governor Gooch, of Virginia, "asking all liberty of con
Icience and of worshipping God agreeably to the principles of their 
education." They professed the utm08t loyalty to the King, and 
promised" the most dutiful 8ubmission to the government which is 
placed over them." The Governor assured them of his favour, and 
that no interruption should be given to their mini8ters, if they should 
"conform themselves to the rules prescribed by the Act of Tolera
tion in England." It was the same principle" which had been acted 
on before this time in Virginia, and continued to be to the end of 
the Colonial Establishment. Under that law, any number or 
persons, of whatsoever name, might ask for and should receive a 
license for some place of meeting where they might worship after 
their own way. Even during the preceding century, the first of 
our settlements in Virginia, the Germans, on the Rappahannock 
and the French Huguenots on James River had not only been tole
rated, but allowed special favo11l'8, such as grants of lands and 
freedom from taxe8, until of their own accord they applied to be 
admitted into union with the Established Church under Episcopal 
ministers,-finding it difficult to procure any of their own. Other 
denominations also were allowed licenses for places of worship,
whether private or public houses,-provided they sought and used 
them in compliance with the true intent of the law. In the case of 
President Davies, about the middle of the last century,-which we 
have considered when speaking of the parish in Hanover,-eeven 
places of worship were licensed for him before the Governor de
clared that he was exceeding the bounds prescribed by the spirit 
and intent of the law. 

With these general observations we proceed to the history of the 
parish of Frederick. The materials are furnished by the Acts of 
Assembly dating back to the year 1788, to the records of the court 
beginning in 1744, and to the old vestry-book going back to the 
year 1764, and some pa.pers of an earlier date. 

In the year 1788, the Assembly, in consideration of the increas
ing number of settlers in the valley, determined to cut off two 
new counties and parishes-West Augusta and Frederick-from 
Orange county and parish, which la.tter then took in all Western 
V:rginio.. The county and palish of Frederick embraced all tha& 
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is now Shenandoah, with a part of Page, Warren, Clarke, Frederick, 
Jefferson, Berkeley, and Hampshire. Augusta had all the rest to 
the utmost limits of Virginia, wherever they were,-the contest with 
France as to the boundaries not being then settled. The execu
tion of the Act, however, was postponed until it should be made to 
appear that there were inhabitants enough for the appointment of 
j118tices of the peace, &c. In the year 1744, the vestry and court 
of Frederick county were organized and in action. Of the vestry, 
nothing more is heard after its organization, except the appoint
ment of processioners in 1747, until the year 1752, when an Act 
of Assembly was passed dissolving it and ordering a new election, 
on the ground that it had raised more than fifteen hundred pounds 
for building a number of churches which were unfinished and in a 
rWn0118 condition. As the churches of that day and in this region 
were 10g-ho1188s, costing only from thirty to forty or fifty pounds, 
there must have been much misspending of money. Who those 
vestrymen were does not appear. Those chosen in their place were 
the following :-Thomas Lord Fairfax, Isaac Perkins, Gabriel Jones, 
John Hite, Thomas Swearingen, Charles Buck, Robert Lemmon, 
John Lindsey, John Ashby, James Cromley, Lewis Neil. Thomas 
Bryan Martin, the nephew and one of the heirs of Lord Fairfax, 
does not ever appear as vestryman, but seems to have been an 
active magistrate, and to have taken a considerable part in c!)m
pleting McCoy's Chapel, on the road from Winchester to Front 
Royal, in the neighbourhood of the McCoys and Cunningham Chapel, 
which stood near the spot where what has been long called the Old 
Chapel-near the Burwell burial-ground-still stands. Mr. Edward 
McGuire also appears as a magistrate, but not as vestryman,-he 
being of the Romish Church. He was the ancestor of many worthy 
ministers and members of the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
Virginia. 

Having mentioned Lord Fairfax as the first on the list of that 
most respectable body of vestrymen given above, and who also gave 
the land on which the church in Winchester stood, and under which 
he was buried, it is but right that we should add a few words as to 
himself and his numerous and most estimable relatives now scattered 
through this and other States. 

The first of the Fairfaxes who came to this country, and who 
lettled in Westmoreland, and then on an estate near Mount Vernon, 
called Belvoir, W88 Mr. William Fairfax, a scholar, a soldier and 
civilian. The latter character he exhibited as President of the 
Oouncil of Virginia,-the 'Itation next to that of Governor. By two 

\ 
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marriages he had five children,-George William, Thomas, William, 
Bryan, and Hannah. George William married a Mias Cary, of 
Virginia, but left the county before the Revolutionary War. 
Thomas and William died, the one in the English navy and the 
other in the army. Bryan took Orders in the Episcopal Church, and 
was for some years minister of Christ's Church, Alexandria. Hannah 
married Warner Washington, of Fairfield, a near relative of George 
Washington, and was a worthy member of our Church, leaving two 
IOns and three daughters behind. Two of her daughters-Mrs. 
Milton (who was previously Mrs. Nelson) and Mrs. Whiting-were 
long and well known to me as among the best of women. Of their 
mother I have often heard Mr. Balmaine speak in the highest 
terms. * The elder William Fairfax was the manager of the estates 
of his kinsman, Lord Thomas Fairfax, the owner of all the lands in 
the Northern Neck of Virginia, which he inherited from his mother, 
the daughter of Lord Culpepper, and which were bounded by the 
Rappahannock and Potomac, extending to the head-waters of each, 
the one beginning in the Blue Ridge, the other in the Alleghany 
Mountains. Lord Fairfax was a man of the most perfect English 
education, Oxford being his Alma Mater. He was a member of 
that club of which Addison was the head, and to whose pens we are 
indebted for that immortal work, the Spectator. He was early and 
deeply disappointed in love, which gave a turn to his character and 
habit&, and prepared him for seclusion in the wilds of Amtrica. 
In 1749, he visited his estates in Virginia, and was so much pleased 
with the country that he determined to settle here. During that 
visit he became acquainted with, and attached to, youn8 George 
Washington, then only sixteen years of age. The aft'ection was 
returned on the part of Washington, and he readily accepted the 
proposition of Lord Fairfax to become surveyor of all his lands. 
Lord Fairfax returned for a short time to England, while Wuhing-

• In proof of t.he seal of Mrs. HlUlJl&h Washington, of Fairfteld, in the 0&1118 of 
religion and the Church, I might adduce a brief correspondence between herself and 
Kr. George Lewis, who liTed at the place afterward owned by Mr. )lilton, on the 
.ubject of l80uring the eem088 of Mr. Balmaine in the year 1787, when etepa 
were taken to build what has always been called The Chapel. Mrs. Washington, 
whoee eu.mple has been follcwed by many good ladies in Virginia eince, took aD 

actiTe part in eome Church matters, and wrote to Mr. Lewis, proposing that, 
lneamnch as at least a year moet elapse before the chapel could be tlniehed, the 

. aeighbours on both Bides of Battletown should unite in renting a houae of a Mr. 
McMahon, at Traphill, for diTine semce, aud promisee to send Atr ~. to 8t 
It up for the purpose. To thie Mr. Lewis readily &888nte, and the rlan wu adopted. 
"'lae houee was pointed out to me between forty and fifty years RIO. 
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ton immediately repaired to his work in the valley, making hiI 
head-quarters at Greenway Court. Washington continued for two 
or three years in the service of Lord Fairfax, and as public sur
veyor for Western Virginia. At the death of Lord Fairfax, in 
1781, being ninety-two years of age, the title fell to his only sur
viving brother, Robert, in England, and at his death, whioh ocourred 
BOon aftt'r, to the Rev. Bryan Fairfax, the nearest kinsman. It 
deserves to be mentioned of Lord Fairfax, that, titled as he was, and 
rioh, he nover failed to perform his duty as a oitizen and neighbour, 
but, besides aoting as Keeper of the Rolls for Frederiok, was uniform 
in his attendance at Winchester, twelve miles ofF, as one of the 
magistrates of the county. The poor around him oultiva.ted some 
of his lands, and received all the benefits of the same. * 

To MoCoy'8 and Cunningham'8 Chapel are to be added two on 
the north and 80uth branches of Shenandoah, whose looation cannot 
now be ascertained, one in Winohester, one at Bunker's Hill, called 
Morgan'8 Chapel, of which we 8hall 8pea.k more fully hereafter, 
perhaps one called Wood's Chapel, between Winchester and Charles
town, and one at Shepherd8town, then called Meoklenburg Chapel. 
All the8e were probably begun, and 80me of them 8uffioiently oom
pleted for use, between the years 1740 and 1750. In 1768, Mr. 
Van Swearingen received one hundred and forty-eight pound8 for 
completing a new ohuroh at Mecklenburg, now Shepherdstown. In 
the year 1768, Isaac Hite was directed to contract for a ohurch at 
Leith'a-place not known-for forty-nine pound8. In the year 1774, 
a ohurch W8S ordered to be built near Cedar Creek for one hundred 
pounds; whether executed or not, I cannot tell. In the year 1772, 
it was resolved to build a ohuroh, 008ting two hundred and fifty-two 
pounds, at Carney'8 Spring, near Berryville, on land given by Mr. 
Charles Smith, whioh was afterward inoreased to four hundred and 
forty-nine pounds, and a contract made with Mr. John Neville, father 
of General Neville, and some of the materials colleoted on the 8pot. 
In the following year it was determined to bnild it at Cunningham'. 

* In proof of the needI_a. of great landed 01' other poseessions, let me men
don the end of aU Lord FairfaJ:'. earthl)' property. RiB nephew, Coionelllarttn, 
wu hi. heir. In the)'8I.I' 1794, hi ... tate in land! was nine th01l8lUld seven h ... 
.bed acres. My father'. farm lay belide it. I have a letter from my father in that 
Jet.I' to Mr. CharI .. Carter, of Shirl)" on Jamel River, who, it _ml, thought of 
monlll to Frederiok, urging him to purohue it, as Colonel Martin had determined 
to..n. The price uked wu forty wllinp per acre, Virginia ourreno)'. T_ 
whole Northern Neck of Virginia, computed at mAD)' milliobs of acree, iB thUI No 

.uoed to 1_ than ten thoul&Dd. 
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Chapel, two acres of ground being given by Colonel Hugh Nelson, of 
York. the then owner of the Burwell tract, and the materials moved 
there. Again it was resolved to build at Carney's Spring, and the 
materials removed a second time. The result of the controversy was 
that no such '.lhurch was ever built, though the money was in hand. 
The war 800n came on, and at the end of it the funds were delivered 
into the hands of the overseers of the poor. In the year 1762, a 
new stone church was contracted for in Winchester,-the same which 
was afterward sold in order to build the present church. 

Having thus brought down the history of the church-buildings to 
the time of the Revolution, we will now give a list of the lay readers 
and vestrymen from the year 1764, when the vestry-book com
mences, merely premising that the county and parish of Frederick 
were in 1769 divided into the counties of Dunmore, afterward 
changed to Shenandoah, Frederick, and Berkeley, and into the 
parishes of Beckford, Frederick, and N orbone. 

Names of the vestrymen from the year 1764 until the year 1780, 
when no more meetings of the vestry take place until 1785 :-Isaac 
Hite, John Hite, John Greenleaf, Thomas Rutherford, James Keith, 
John Neville, Charles Smith, James Wood, Jacob Hite, Thomas 
Wadlington, Burr Harrison, Thomas Swearingen, Van Swearingen, 
Angus McDonald, Philip Bush, Frederick Conrad, George Rice, 
Alexander White, James Barnett, Marquis Calmes, John McDonald, 
Edward Snickers, Warner Wa.shington, Joseph Holmes, Benjamin 
Sedwick, Edmund Taylor, John Smith, Samuel Dowdal. Of these, 
Philip Bush and some others, in consequence of some unknown diffi
culties, resigned in the year 1774, though all of them resumed their 
seats except Mr. Bush. Lord Fairfax in the year 1775 made a deed 
to Mr. Bush, Frederick Conrad, and others, for the lot on which the 
Lutheran church stood, though Mr. Conrad continued as vestry
man until the year 1780, when the vestries were all di8801ved by 
Act of Assembly. James Wood, who was both clerk and vestry
man, resigned in 1777 ann entered the army. He rose to the rank 
of General, and was afterward Governor of the State, and repre
sented the parish two years in Convention while Governor. James 
Barnett resigned in 1773 and joined the Baptists. 

The lay readers during all this period, at the different chapels, 
were John RlI,hlell, James Barnett, John Barns, Henry Nelson, 
James Graham, Henry Frencham, Morgan Morgan, John James, 
William Dobson. William Howard, JClhn Lloyd. 
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The Rev. Mr. Gordon was the first; when his ministry commenced 
and ended, noThown:- The ~ev. Mr. Meldrum comes next, and. 
continues until 1765. Between him ana the vestry a long law-suit 
was carried on, which terminated in his favour. The vestry applied 
to the Legislature for relief, and obtained it. Mr. Sebastian was re
commended by the vestry to the Bishop of Londo"il for orTeisln 1766, 
and became their minister, but after two years removed to North
umberland county. The ~e~. Ml:..1!!ruston became the minister in 
1768, binding himself to preaoh at seven places scattered OVl'r the 
large parish of Frederiok, Shepherdstown being one of them. Mr. 
Thruston was a native of Gloucester, where the name still abounds, 
and was captain of the militia in that oounty. The vestry of Pets
worth parish, in Gloucester, recommended him for Orders, and he 
was their minist~r for some years before coming to Frederiok. He 
laid down the ministry and entered the army in 1777. After the 
war he lived at Mount Zion, in Frederick. In his latter days he 
removed to the neighbourhood of New Orleans, and, it is said, was 
preparing to take some part in defending that place against the 
British when they were defeated by General Jaokson. He was 
the father of the late Judge Thruston, of the Distriot of Columbia, 
and the ancestor of many respectable families in Virginia and else· 
where. F~ the time of Colonel Thruston's resignation in ! 771 
t~~.!1'~ar 1785, there was no minister, so far as we oan as~ertain. 
In the year 118D,"a vestry was elected, oonsisting of Colonel R. K. 
Meade, George F. Norton, churchwardens, John Thruston, Edward 
Smith, Raleigh Colston, Girard Briscoe, John Milton, Robert Wood, 
Major Thomas Massey. By this vestry the I.tev"._~).!l~~~~~J- \ 
maine was chosen minister. He had been chaplain in the army 
"Of the Revolution, in which a number of the above-mentioned vestry
men had served. Mr. Balmaine was born in Scotland, in the 
neighbourhood of Edinburgh, in the year 1740, was educated at St. 
Andrews with a view to the Presbyterian ministry, but relinquished 
the design. Himself and his brother, who was a lawyer, were 
,urm friends of the Colonists in the Stamp Act diffioulties, and 
became so obnoxious on that account to the loyalists about Edin
burgh, that they thought it best to try their fortunes elsewhere, 
and moved to London, where they beoame acquainted with Mr. I 

Arthur Lee, who reoommended Mr. Balmaine to the family of 
Richard Henry Lee, as private tutor. While there, he prepared 
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for the ministry of the Episoopal Churoh, and upon reoeiving Orders 
became reotor of Augnsta parish, then extending to the Ohio River, 
and inoluding, it is believed, Pittsburg itself, for he paid several 
visits to the Episcopalians in that place. When our diftioultiee 
commenoed with England, true to his prinoiples adopted in Scot
land, he took an early and active part, was ohairman of the Com
~ttee of Safety in Angusta, ~~ __ ~;~~~9_ the reaolytiQn adopted 
by that oommittee. Soon after this, he entered the Virginia line 
as chaplain, and oontinued so until the very olose of the war. 
Mr. Balmaine was the rector of the parish of Frederick until his 
death. I was his uaiatant during a number of the last yean of 
his lite. 
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ARTICLE LXXII. 

Pamhu in. Frederick Ooun.ty.-No. 2. 

ArrBa the death of Mr. Balmaine, the ~~!. !!ryan officiated 
ror a time at Winchester, Bunker's Hill, and Wickrure; in the ca
pacity of assistant to myself, for a few years. He was followed by 
the Rev. Mr. Robertson as assistant in Winchester alone. After a 
few years he resigned and went on a mission to Greece. In the 
year 1827, Christ Church, Winchester, was organized into a sepa
rate parish, to be called the parish of Frederick, Winchester, with 
the Rev. J. E. Jackson, Drlnister. Mr. Jackson was one of three 
worthy brothers of most respectable parentage in Tutbury, England, 
all of whom ministered in the Church of Virginia and elsewhere in 
this country. The Rev. J. E. Jackson was the father of the Rev. 
William Jackson, who recently died so enviable a death in Norfolk. 
He was a most diligent and faithful pastor, preaching the true 
doctrines of the Gospel. Under his careful supervision the present 
excellent church and parsonage were built. In 1842, he resigned 
and moved to Kentucky. He was succeeded in 1842 by the Rev. 
Mr. Rooker, who resigned in 1847. Its present rector, the Rev. 
Cornelius Walker, succeeded Mr. Rooker. In May, 1884, another 
division of Frederick parish took place, when Wickliffe, including 
Berryville, was organized. The Rev. Mr. Jackson had been my 
assistant in that part of the parish for two years before this. The 
Rev. Mr. Rice had preceded him in that capacity. The Rev. Mr. 
Shiraz followed Mr. Ja.ckson. Its next was the Rev. Richard Wil
mer, who was succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Peterkin. Its present, the 
Rev. Mr. Whittle. This parish has recently been subdivided, and 
the Rev. Mr. Powell, who was disappointed during the last year in 
going to China, is the minister of that part which includes Wickliffe 
Church. Another offshoot was also made from Frederick parish many 
yeM1l since, in the neighbourhood of Middletown, where a parish 
was organized and a neat brick church built in the village, under 
the auspices of the late Strother Jones, the families of Hites, and 
others. It has had mainly to depend on the occasional services of 
the ministers in Winchester. The Rev. Mr. Bryant and the Rev. 
Mr. hi!lh were each for some time settled amonp; them. and in none 
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of our congregations have more zeal and liberality been diBplayed, 
according to numbers and means. 

Having thus spoken of the five different divisions of Frederick 
parish, after itself had been reduced by Acts of Assembly, I pro
ceed to mention the new churches built since the Revolution, in 
addition to those at Winchester and Middletown, already alluded 
to. Among the first things done by the vestry of Frederick, after its 
reorganization in 1787, was the adoption of measures for the build
ing of a stone chapel where it was designed to erect that one which 
failed, through the disagreement of the people and vestry, just be
fore the Revolution,-viz.: where that called Cunningham's Chapel 
stood. The land having now come into posse88ion of Colonel 
Nathaniel Burwell, the same two acres for a church and burying
ground, which were offered by Colonel Hugh Nelson before the 
war, were now given by Colonel Burwell, and the present stone 
chapel ordered to be built in 1790. At what time it was completed 
does not appear, but probably in the same year. After the revival 
of our Church in Virginia commenced, a stone church was built 
at Wickliffe, Mr. Tredwell Smith and General Thomas Parker being 
the most active agents. A strenuous effort was made to have it a 
free church, which I earnestly opposed, and offered to insure from 
elsewhere as much as was pledged by other than Episcopalians. It 
was ascertained that not more than fifty dollars, out of the two or 
three thousand dollars which it cost, would be subscribed by other 
than Episcopalians, and the plan was dropped. This church was 
badly executed, and after a time the present excellent one of brick 
was built under the superintendence of Mr. Jaqueline Smith, and 
in a great measure at his expense. The ground on which it stood 
had been given by the family of Williams, who, with their ancestors 
in the Northern Neck of Virginia, had ever been staunch friends 
of the Church. After some years the church at Berryville was 
built on ground given by Mr. John Taylor, who owned the farm of 
which it was a part. The building of this church was delayed for 
lome years by the attempt to have it placed on some basis which 
would make it common to all denominations. Effort after effort 
was made to effect it on this plan, without succe88. At length, when 
the friends of the scheme acknowledged its failure, I addr8lled the 
congregation in favour of an Episcopal church, and succeeded at 
once. In the year 1834, it was found that the old chapel was too 
small and inconvenient for the increasing congregation, and it was 
therefore determil'ed to erect another and larger one, in a more 
(lentral and convenient place, in the vicinity of Millwood, on ground 
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given by Mr. George Bunrell, of Carter Hall. Such, however, was 
the attachment of many to the old chapel that funds for the latter 
could not be obtained, except on condition of alternate services at 
the chapel. From year to year these services became less frequent, 
until at length they are now reduced to an annual pilgrimage, on 
lOme summer Sabbath, to this old and much-loved spot, except 
when services are held for the servants, or death summons the 
neighbours to add one more to the tenants of the graveyard.'" 

My remarks on the old parish of Frederick, and some of it!! 
branches, will be brought to a close by a brief reference to a spot 
of all others most sacred to many now living as the depository of 
all that was mortal of those most dear to us,-the burying-groUnd 
which lies at the foot of the hill on which still stands the old stone 
chapel. Ever since its appropriation to this purpose, it has been 
the graveyard of rich and poor, bond and free, those who lived near 
it, and the stranger from afar who died near it. It is called the 
Burwell graveyard, not merely because the land was given by one 
of that name, but because it is the resting-place of a far greater 
number bearing that name than any other. It has recently been 
enlarged and a portion of it divided into lots and the whole enclosed 
with a strong stone wall. The vestry have also proposed the raising 
and vesting in stock the sum of one thousand dollars for the per
petual preservation of it and the old chapel which overlooks it. 
Both of them stand in t"he immediate angle of two public and 
much-frequented roads, and the passing traveller may see old and 
venerable trees overshadowing many tombs, younger ones of per
petual verdure more recently planted, green hillocks, covered with 
grass and ivy, high headstones and large marble slabs, marking the 
place of interment and designating the names of those whose re
:aains are beneath, and now and then a pillar, either for young or 
old, rising above the other memorials. To this place, for more 
than sixty years, have I been travelling, either borne in the arms 
of others, or as a mourner, or as officiating minister. To it, at no 

* The follomg are the namea of the veatrymen of Frederick pariah before the 
dbiliOD of it took place. It wonld be too tedious to enumerate all thoee belonging 
to the subdivisions down to the present time. In addition to those already men
tio.ad as composing the lrat vestry after the war, in 1787, are the following:
lohn Woodoock, John Peyton, Edward Smith, Thomas Byrd, Isaao Hite, Jr., N .. 
thaDiel BanreU, Wamer Washington, Jr., John Page, General Thomas Parker, 
Robert Page, Matthew Page, Philip Nelson, Robert Carter Burwell, Pairfalt Wash· 
ington, Henry St. George Tucker, Alfred Powell, George Norria, PhUip Banrell, 
O. R. Thompson. Nathaniel Burwell, Jr., Obed Waite, Dabney Carr, J08eph Baldwin. 
Richarvt Briarly, Daniel Lee, William B. Page, John W. Page, Strother Jones. 
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distant day. I expect to be carried, and from it I hope to see anae 
the bodies of some of the truest saints of the Lord, unto whom, in 
the adjoining temple, I W&8 privileged to preach the bleesed Gospel 
of our Lord "nd Saviour Jesus Christ. 

A brief notice of the family of Bunrells, so many of whom He 
buried there, and of one other individual mentioned in the vestry
book &8 the friend and defender of the Church, and whose body 
W&8 interred among his relatives, is all that I shall further say in 
connection with this spot. The early genealogy of this family I 
take from Henning'S Statutes at Large, Campbell's History of Vir
ginia, and the tombstones at Carter's Creek, in the county of 
Gloucester. The first of the name in this country was Major Lewis 
Burwell, of Carter's Creek, in Gloucester county, VlI'ginia, who 
died in 1658. His wife W&8 a Miss Higginson,. whoso father sig
nalized himself in the wars with the Indians. He had two soD.a,
Nathaniel and Lewis. Nathaniel married a daughter of Robert 
Carter, commonly called King Carter, by whom he had three SODS 

and one daughter. The daughter W&8 named Elizabeth, and mar
ried President Nelson. His sons were Lewis, Carter, and Robert 
Carter. Lewis W&8 either father or grandfather of that Lewis 
Burwell who W&8 President of the Council in 1750. Carter married 
Lucy, the daughter of John Grymes, and settled at the Grove, near 
Williamsburg. He W&8 the father of Colonel Nathaniel Burwell, 
who moved to Frederick and built Carter Hall. The third son, 
Robert Carter, settled in Isle of Wight, and W&8 the father of N ... 
thaniel Burwell, of that county, and of Fanny, the first wife of 
Governor Pa.ge. His son Nathaniel W&8 the father of Robert Car
ter Burwell, who moved to Frederick, of Mrs. Philip Nelson, and of 
their three sisters, Jane, Fanny, and Ariana, who died unmarried, 
and lie with their brother in the Burwell graveyard. The second 
son of the first of the Burwells W&8, &8 we have stated, Major 
Lewis Burwell. His first wife W&8 Abigail Smith, heiress of N ... 
thaniel Bacon, who W&8 for many years President of the Council, 
and near relatives of Bacon the rebel. Hence the name of Bacon, 
in the Burwell family. By this marriage, he had four sons and 
six daughters. His second wife W&8 the widow of the Hon. W'd
liam Cole, and came from Na.nsemond county, by 1Jhom he had 
two sons and three daughters. He died in the year 1710, leaving 
only three sons out of the six, and six daughters out of the nine. 
He lived at King's Mill, or somewhere near, either in York countJ 
or James City. His son Lewis built a l&1'ge house at King's Mill 
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and improved the place at great expense; also purchased other l~ndA 
around, and a tract in the Isle of Wight; on account of which, in 
1736, he obtained leave of the Assembly to dock the entail of a 
tract of land in King William and dispose of it. Of his numeroUl 
descendants, and of those of the other branches, we can only say 
that we find them settled in King William, Lancaster, Nansomond, 
Isle of Wight, and then moving to Frederick, Berkeley, Botetourt, 
Richmond City, and other places. The father of those settled in 
Botetourt we read of as an active member of the vestry in King 
William. Wherever they have gone, they have retained their at
tachment to the Church of their fathers, and some have entered ita 
ministry. 

I shall be excUled for adding to the above a piece of family 
history connected with that of a high public functionary of Old 
Colonial Virginia, which may serve to cast some light on the state 
of society and of the Church at the close of the first century of our 
settlement. The second Lewis Burwell, as we have seen, had nine 
daughters, one of whom completely upset what little reason there 
'Was in Governor Nicholson of famous memory. He became JDlJllt 

passionately attached to bel', and demanded her of her part,llw in 
royal style. Neither she, her parents, or the other members of th. 
family, were disposed to comply. He became furious, and fo .. Jear! 
persisted in his design and claim. All around him felt tb~ tft"eetr 
of his rage. The father, brothers, Commissary Blair, and tte Rev. 
Mr. Fowace, minister of some parish near Williamsburg, ,,'ere the 
special objects of his threatened vengeance. To the "hUlg lad, 
he threatened the life of her father and brothers if 1J1u~ did not 
yield to his suit. This caused a friend of his in Engh,nd to write 
a letter of remonstrance, in which he says, "It is not here as in 
Bome barbarouB countries, where the tender lady is droUed into th' 
Sultan's arms, just reeking with the blood of her neartst relatives, 
and yet she must strangely dissemble her aversion." 1'') Commissary 
Blair he declared that "he wonld cut the throats of three m~ if 
the lady should marry any other but himself,-viz.: the bridegroom, 
the officiating minister, and the justice who issued the license." The 
Rev. Mr. Fowace, in a letter to the Lord-Commissioners in England, 
complains, among other things, of being assaulted by Governor 
Nicholson one evening on his return from a visit to the family, (the 
Major being sick,) and ordered never again to go to this hOUle with
out leave from himself. It seemed that the Governor was jealoUl 
of him. Besidos abusive language and other indignities, he pulled 
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01" the minister's hat, as being disrespectful to him even on horee
back. Such was the conduct of the Governor to him in thi .. and 
other respects that the Council and some of the clergy united in a 
petition to the Crown for his removal, which was granted. All this 
and milch more is on record in the archives of Lambeth Palace, 
copies of which are before me. What was the subsequent history 
of the young lady who, like another Helen, was the innocent cause 
of so much strife, is not told. Even her Christian name is not 
given. I need not say that if a Governor of Virginia under our free 
system should a.ssume such royal airs, the case would be much more 
speedily and easily tlispoaed of by the lady, the parents, and the 
minister. 

I promised to conclude this article with some mention of a gen
tleman whose name was on the vestry-book and whose body was 
interred in the old graveyard. That pel'8On was Mr. Edmund 
Randolph, a distinguished lawyer of Virginia., who was often em
ployed by the vestries as their counsellor. Such was the case with 
the vestry of Frederick parish. Mr. Edmund Randolph was the 
son of Mr. John Randolph, once Attorney-General of the State, but 
who, at the breaking 011t of the war, preferred the royal to the re
publican cause, and went to England with his family. His office 
was given to his patriotic son Edmund Randolph, who figured so 
largely, as the defender of his country, in the councils of the 
State and of the nation, and the zealous supporter of the Church 
against all which he believed to be assaults upon her rights. Young 
Edmund Randolph was adopted by his uncle Peyton (who had 
no children,) and espoused the same side, both as to the Church 
and State, with the uncle, and was for a time the Secretary of State 
under General Washington. He was educated at Williamsburg, 
soon after Mr. Jel"erson, Governor Page, and other distinguished 
men of Virginia. It was a period of growing infidelity at that 
college, and Mr. Randolph was for a time somewhat tinctured with 
it, as he himself told me toward the close of his life. I can never 
forget the manner in which he described the el"ect of a little Battery 
from one of the leaders of the new school, for some doubts expressed 
by him as to the truth of Christianity or of some of its doctrines. 
That leader patted him on the head, calling him a promising youth 
for the utterance of so independent a thought. The pressure of 
that hand, he said, was felt for a long time afterward. But he 
happily escaped the infidelity which soon deluged the State, and 
joined Mr. Pnyton Randolph, Robert C. Nicholas, Judge Pendte-
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ton, Governor Page, and others, in defending the Church and 
religion. He was not only engaged by difFerent vestries in special 
cases, as in the parish of Frederick, but was counsel for the whole 
Church in that great question of the constitutionality of the law 
which took away the Church property, and which was lost to the 
Church by the sudden death of Judge Pendleton. Mr. Randolph 
informed me that he had read that opinion and decision which was 
drawn by Judge Pendleton, the President of the court, and, as I 
think, that it was among his papers. Since his death I have re
peatedly inquired for it, but was informed that neither among his 
papers nor those of Judge Pendleton was it to be found. It has 
always been said that the document was in the pocket of Judge 
Pendleton when he was suddenly struck dead on the morning of 
the day on which it was to have been used. The latter days of 
Mr. Randolph's life were spent chiefly at his son-in-Iaw's, Mr. 
Bennett Taylor's, of Frederick county. I saw him during this 
period, and conversed with him on religious subjects, in which he 
seemed to take a deep interest. McKnight's Commentary on'the 
Epistles came out about this time, and Mr. Randolph, who had pro
bably never been much conversant with such books, became passion. 
ately fond of it, and sometimes talked of preparing and publishing 
lOme selections from it, or an abridgment of it, that others might 
enjoy the pleasure he had experienced in some of its elucidations 
of Scripture, which seemed to him, to use his own langua.ge, like a 
new revelation on some dark points. Mr. Randolph died at Carter 
Hall, the seat of Colonel Nathaniel Burwell, of Frederick county, 
and lies buried in the old graveyard by the side of Mrs. Taylor 
and her husband. I close by referring in anticipation to a topic 
which at lOme later stage of this work I purpose to notice more 
fully. I have said above that the time of Mr. Randolph's residence 
at William and Mary was one of growing infidelity. I was not 
aware until lately that infidelity was of so recent an origin in 
Virginia. , In the year 1728 the Bishop of London addressed a 
circular to all the clergy of Virginia, with a view of ascertaining 
che state of religion in all the parishes. Among the questions 
was the following :-Are there any infidels in your parish? In· 
variably the reply was, none but the India.ns and negroes. An 
infidel among those who had been brought up in the Christian 
faith was an unhappy being not then known in Virginia. Thf 
great deep of the French Revolution had not then begun to be 
broken up. Even France was not then infidel. I could scar.,. 
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believe those uniform responses of the clergy of Virginia, registered 
as they are in the archives of our Mother-Church, and copies of 
which are before me, until I came to another record of a somewhat 
later date, which tells of the introduction of the first infidel book 
which came over to Virginia. It was entitled, "A Plain Instruc
tion." The fact is communicated to the authorities in England, by 
.. IfJtwr or letters from the authon. here, as .. mOlt dreadful ODe. 
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ARTICLE LXXIII. 

Nor6ounae Pariah, Berkeley Oounty.-No. 1. 

TRIS parish and county were, by Act of Assembly, taken from 
Frederick in the year 1769,-just after the completion of the 
church at Mecklenburg, or Shepherilstown, under the superintend
ence of Mr. Van Swearingen. A small church had previously 
stood probably on the same spot. By his will in 1776, the father 
of Mr. Abraham Shepherd-Mr. Thomas Shepherd-directed his 
executor to deed "a lot of two acres on which the English church 
stood. It A third was erected on that lot many years since, and 
has been enlarged of late years to its present dimensions. A 
new, larger, and more excellent one in all respects is now far 
advanced. Without detracting from the praise due to many who 
have contributed funds and efforts to the last two churches, we 
most ascribe the first of them chiefly to the zeal, perseverance, and 
liberality of that true friend of the Church in her darkest days, Mr. 
Abraham Shepherd, and its enlargement to the generous dona.
tion of eight hundred dollars by his pious widow; and the erection 
of the fourth to the gift of three thousand dollars by one of his 
sons, while other members of the family, and the parishioners 
generally, have not been wanting in their contributions. To an 
excellent parsonage for the minister they also contributed; but the 
holy woman, the aged mother, excelled them and all others,-con. 
tributing not less than one thousand dollars to it. From the year 
1813 to the tim'} of her death, in 1852, when she had reached her 
ninety-second year, I knew her well. It was good to hear her speak 
from the abundance of her heart on the subject which interested 
her most. Out of the Bible first, and then out of the writings of 
Hervey, Newton, and others of the evangelical school of the Church. 
of England, she drew her views of doctrinal and practical piety. 
It so happened that several of those ministers under whose teach
ings she sat were of that class, having for a time been followers of 
Lady Huntingdon, Wesley, and Whitefield, but who drew back from 
their path when they were about to turn aside from the old way of 
the Church of England. She was most faithful in the use of all 
the means appointed of God in hie Church for "the perfecting of 
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his saints,"-in prayer private and public, in the participation 
of the Lord's Supper, in the strict observance of the Lord's Day, 
in fasting and alms, in simplicity and cheapness of apparel, in self
denial that she might have to give to the poor and good objects. 
She was conscientious even to scrupulousne88. Her sons delighted 
in fine cattle, and, at great expense and with great care, beca.me 
possessed of some of the finest in the land, and sold the young 
ones at high prices. She has often told me that she could not be 
reconciled to their asking and receiving such enormous prices for 
poor little lambs and calves; and she took care to be in no way 
partakers with them. Much more might I say, but prefer directing 
my reader to the excellent and just picture of her character given 
in a funeral-sermon by the Rev. Mr. Andrews, her minister. 

Having thus referred to the first establishment of the Church at 
Shepherdstown, I proceed to notice its next settlement in the parish 
of Norbourne, at Charlestown, in what is now Jefferson county. It 
took its name from Mr. Charles Washington,-one of the brothers 
of General Washington,-who settled on some of the fine land 
taken up or purchased by the latter during the period when he was 
public surveyor. His house stillstands in the suburbs of the village. 
Others of the family soon moved to this neighbourhood, and for the 
last forty years have formed a. considerable portion of the flourish
ing congregation now surrounding the county-seat of Jefferson. 
The venerable walls of an Episcopal church, built of stone, in the 
form of a T, are still to be seen a short distance from Charlestown. 
Various conjectures have been offered as to the age of this house. 
I have recently made particular inquiry on the spot, of some of the 
oldest inhabitants, and haTe no doubt that it was erected soon after 
the division of the parish from Frederick, in 1769, and not many 
years before the war. As Washington had large p088eBBions in this 
neighbourhood, and was often there, none can doubt but that he W88 

a contributor to its erection and had often worshipped within its 
walls. Under the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Allen, a new brick 
church was erected on the site of the present one. That becoming 
too small t'> hold the congregation, another, much larger and more 
expensive, was put up under the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Jon .. 
Scarcely was it consecrated and begun to be used, before it was 
consumed by fire, owing to some negligence or defect about the fur
nace. To the praise of the congregation be it recorded, a third was 
immediately erected on the same spot, which now stands, and I 
hope will long stand, a monument of what may be done by leal 
dnd enterprise. 
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As to the ministers who officiated in Norbourne parish at an 
early date, we have bnt little information. From a list of ministers 
licensed for the Plantations by the Bishops of London in 1745 and 
onward, I find that the Rev. Daniel Sturges was licensed for 
Norbourne parish, in 1771,-two years after its separation from 
Frederick,-and tradition speaks well of him. In 1786, he waa 
succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Veasy, of whom a venerable old lady 
in Charlestown-Mrs. Brown-speaks as a man who faithfully 
performed his duty in preaching and catechizing, as she was the 
subject of both. He was succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Wilson, of 
whom I can learn nothing. In the year 1795, the Rev. Bernard 
Page was minister. Of him I have often heard old Mrs. Shepherd 
speak as one of the evangelical school,-deeply pious, zealous, and 
far beyond the ministerial standard of that day. He had been 
previously an assistant minister to the Rev. Bryan Fairfax, in Christ 
Church, Alexandria. From Shepherdstown he went to the lower 
part of Virginia, but soon died from the eft'ects of the climate. Mr. 
Page was succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Heath, who was minister in 
1800, and died in the parish. Mr. Heath was a follower of Mr. 
Wesley, and came over to this country under his auspices, to presido 
over a female institution in Maryland, as appears by a letter to him 
from Mr. Wesley, which I have seen. He, I presume, like many 
others, refused to separate from the Episcopal Church when the 
secession took place. The Rev. Emanuel Wilmer succeeded him, 
and was in the parish about the years 1806 and 1807. The Rev. 
Mr. Price had been occasionally preaching in this parish, especially 
at Martinsburg and Shepherdstown, when I first visited them about 
the year 1812 or 1818. 

Having treated of the churches about Shepherdstown and Charles
town, and the ministrations in N orbourne parish generally. I shall 
now give an account of the churches in Martinsburg and the 
vicinity, with some notice of certain laymen whose names are 
worthy of a place in these sketches. The first church built at 
Martinsburg, and whit'h stood in the suburbs of the town, was erected 
chiefly at the cost and under the superintendence of Mr. Philip 
Pendleton,-father of the present Mr. P. Pendleton, of that place. 
He was a zealous Churchman, and, so far as we know and believe, a 
good Christian. He had a brother,-Mr. William Pendleton,-who 
lived some miles oft', and who, for a number of years during the 
almost entire destitution of ministers, acted as a lay reader in 
Martinsburg and at the church in Hedgesville,-the latter having 
been built chiefly by himself and Mr. Raleigh Colston. Of the 
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latter we have already spoken as vestryman near the old chapel in 
Frederick. The families of Hedges, Coxas, and Robinsons also 
took part in it. As it is a part of our plan to introduce brief 
notices of some of the old families of the Church, and as there is 
mention of the name of Pendleton, a name belonging to BO many 
true friends of the Episcopal Church of Virginia and elsewhere, we Ilhall devote a short space to a notice of the family. That noticU!1m.It_ j 
be chiefly taken from a brief autobiography of Judge Pendleton, I 
President of the Court of Appeals, and from a genealogy by the same, 
-both executed not long before his death. From these we learn that 
about the year 1674 there ('ame from England to Virginia two 
brothers,-Nathaniel, a minister, and Philip, a teacher. The former 
died without issue. The latter left three sons and four daughters. 
The two younger sons married and had children. but of them there 
is no certain account. The four daughters married Me88rs. Clay
ton, Vaes, Taylor, and Thomo.s,-leaving numerous descendants. 
The eldest son married, at the age of eighteen, Mary Taylor, who 
was only thirteen. Their BOns were James, Philip, Nathaniel, and 
Edmund,-the latter being the President of the Court of Appeals. 
Their daughters were Isabella and Mary, who married William and 
James Gaines, from one of whom the late General Gaines was 
descended. The BOns all married and left children, except Edmund, 
the Judge, who first married Miss Roy, having one child, who died, 
and next Miss Pollard, who had none, and who lived to the age of 
ninety. The descendants of the above-mentioned grandchildren of 
the first Pendleton have intermarried with the Taylors, Pollards, 
Roys, Gaineses, Lewises, Pages, Nelsons, Harts, Richards, Taliafer08, 
Turners, Shepherds, Carters, Kemps, Palmers, Dandridges, Cooks, 
and others unknown to me, and who now exist in thousands through
out Virginia and elsewhere. I shall only particularize the line of 
those above mentioned in the parish of Berkeley. Nathaniel Peudle
ton-grandson of the first of the name and brother of Judge 
Pendleton-lived in Culpepper and had four sons,-Henry, Na
tha.niel, William, and Philip. Henry was put in business in Fal
mouth or Fredericksburg, but, not liking it, and his father not 
consenting to its relinquishment, ran away and became a great man 
in South Carolina,-having the Pendleton district of that State 
called by his name. Nathaniel studied law,-went first to Georgia, 
then to New York, where he became the intimate friend of General 
Hamilton, and was the father of the late member of Congre88 from 
Cincinnati. William was the faithful lay reader in Berkeley, whose 
80n followed his examI,le, and whose grandson is the Rev. William 
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H. Pendleton, of Virginia. Philip-the last of the four sons-was the 
father of the present Philip Pendleton, of Martinsburg, and the late 
Edmund Pendleton, of Maryland, and of Mrs. Cook and Dandridge. 
Tbe Rev. William N. Pendleton, of Virginia, belongs to a ditf'erent 
branch of the same family,-his mother being the daughter of Colonel 
Hugh Nelson, of Yorktown. It would be inexcusable in me not to 
record something more particular of one member of this large and re
spectable family,-viz.: Mr. Edmund Pendleton, President of the 
Court of Appeals. He was born in Caroline county, and brought up 
in the clerk's office of that county. At an early age he was clerk of 
the vestry, and the little which he received for that office was spent 
in books, which he diligently read. At twenty years of age he was 
licensed to practise law. In a few years we find him in the General 
Court. He was in the House of Burgesses in the beginning of the 
war,-taking a leading part in all its incipient steps. He was also 
in the first Congress. After this, and until his death, he was Judge 
and President of the Court of Appeals. Thus he says, (in that 
brief autobiography from which I have taken the above,) "Without; 
any classical education. without patrimony, without what is called 
the influence of family connection, and without solicitation, I have 
attained the highest offices of my country." His following words 
deserve to be written in letters of gold :-" I have often contem
plated it as a rare and extraordinary instance, and pathetically ex
claimed, "Not unto me, not unto me, 0 Lord, but unto thy name, 
be the praise!'" I cannot refrain from adding the following words, 
written by himself, in the year 1801~ at the bottom of a genealogical 
tree of the family drawn by his own hand :-" I have never bad 
curiosity (or, more properly, pride) enough to search the Herald's 
Office or otherwise inquire into the antiquity of my family in England, 
though I have always supposed the two brothers who came here 
were what they call there of a good family, fallen to decay,-since 
they were well educated, and came the one as a minister, the other as 
a schoolmaster: however, I have ha.d pleasure in hearing uniformly 
that my grandfather and his immediate descendants were very re
spectable for their piety and moral virtue,-a character preserved 
in the family to a degree scarcely to be expected in one so numerous. 
My mother was among the best of women, and her family highly 
respectable." The elevation to which Judge Pendleton attained by 
diligence and moral worth,-the latter resulting from true piety,
without the advantages of birth, education, and fortune, affords great; 
encouragement to the young men of our land to imitate his nohle 
example. He did not despise such advantages, but he considered the 
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blessing of God on honest industry and the having of moral and 
religious ancestors as infinitely better. He did not, in a proud 
spirit, boast of his own achievements, saying,-

.. Nun genlll et proa\'08, at qUai DOD feoimlll lpel, 
Vb: _ DOlltra \,000,"-

but humbly ascribed all merit and success to God. 
Of a renowned and wealthy ancestry we have no reason to be 

proud: for a pious one we ought to be thankful to God; for he has 
promised his mercy to thousands descended from such. To be 
descended from a Lord Nelson or a George IV., a Cromwell or a 
Bonaparte, with all their honours and offices, while their characters 
were stained with crimes of deepest dye, is not to be coveted; but 
to be descended from such virtuous and religious patriots as were 
some of those who achieved the independence of America, is a 
lawful gratification, though we have no reason to be proud of or to 
value ourselves on account of that. If at any time we are tempted 
to think highly of ourselves at the thought of worthy ancestors, it 
would be well to remember that, by going a little further back, we 
may find ourselves in company with some of the most ignoble and 
base of the human family. We should, indeed, ever bear in mind 
that all of us must trace our origin to two most notorious transgressors 
who were driven into evil from one of the richest and most beautiful 
lands on earth. Such exiles are we, their descendants, to this day, 
before that God with whom not only a thousand days, but a thou
sand generations, are but as one. 

Having said thus much of a family two of whose members-Mr. 
William Pendleton and his son--contributed so much as lay readers 
to the sustaining the Church at Hedgesville, I should be inex
cusable not to make some record of the character and services of 
one of the most honest and upright specimens of humanity, in the 
person of Colonel Edward Colston, in the same neighbourhood, 
who also was a most efficient lay reader, as well as promoter of 
¥Ivery good work in the parish and in the diocese. Whether we view 
him as a member of the parish, of the diocese, or General Conven
tion, or the State Legislature, or Congress, as husband, father, 
master, neighbour, or friend, he was the same open, manly, con
sistent person. You always knew where to find him on every 
question. As was said by one of General Hamilton, "he carried 
his heart in his hand, and every one might see it~" Though through 
life often pressed in his pecuniary afFairs,-but this no fault of his 
own,-he made a conscience of setting apart a due portion to the 
cause of religion and charity. On one occasion, when he had lost 

Digitized by Google 



J'AMILIES OJ' VIRGINIA • 801 

• moat valuable mill by fire, before I could condole with him on the 
event, he enclosed to me a share of bank-stock worth seventy-five 
dollars, requesting me to apply it to some good object, and saying 
that perhaps he had withholden something which was due to other 
objects besides his family, and God had taken away from him • 
portion of what was put in his hands as a steward, considering him 
unworthy of the trust. I may also appeal to all his neighbours, if 
in his intercourse with them he did not display the same simplicity 
and friendliness which so remarkably characterized his uncle, Judge 
Marshall, and his venerable mother, who was a softened image of 
that uncle both in person and character. I might also speak of 
other worthy persons in tha.t interesting parish among the Robinsons, 
Hedges, and Oozes, who contributed a.fter a time to build the pre
sent larger church at Hedgesville, and one not far ofF on Back 
Creek; but I must hasten to the more particular mention of one in 
"hom they are all deeply interested, as having been even more than 
an ordinary minister to their fathers and mothen. 
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ARTICLE LXXIV. 

NorOOurtl8 Pam1&, Bwkeley Oounty.-No. 2. 

IJI a previous article I s'poke of Morgan's Chapel, in old 
Frederick county and parish, and of Morgan Morgan as lay reader 
there and elsewhere. The site of that chapel is near the dividing 
line 1tetween Frederick and Berkeley, and the family of Morgans 
bas always been round about it. The foundation of the old chapel 
may still be seen in the graveyard, though two churches have since 
been built within a few paces of it. The following family sketch 
is taken from a pamphlet published many years since by the Rev. 
Benjamin Allen, and is so much better than any thing from my 
pen, that I shall make no apology for borrowing it:-

"HORGAN HORGAN. 

"It is butJ·ustice to departed piety to hold up to the view of survivon 
its beauty au its value. Affection to the living also prompts us to depict 
the character of the Christian dead, in order that their holy examples may 
tight others the way to happiness and peace. Actuated by these motives, 
we present our readers with an obituary of Morgan Morgan, a man by 
many of them respected and beloved already. Colonel Morgan Morgan, 
Uie father of him we propose to notice, was a native of Wales, whence 
he emigrated in early life to the then Province of Pennsylvania. There he 
married, and there his first son was born, in the year of our Lord 1715. 
Thence, about the year 1726, he removed to Virginia, to the place where 
his descendants now reside, in the countl of Berkeley. He there erected 
the first cabin built on the Virginia Side of the Potomac, between the 
Blne Ridge and the North Mountains. Of course the countrY was a 
wilderness, the dwelling-place of bears, wolves, and Indians. But in thil 
wildeme88 did he find the God of the Christians present, for here, in the 
spirit of the patriarohs, did he wait upon Him, and here did he experience 
His providential care. 

"In or about the year 1740, he-associated, as we are informed, with 
Dr. John Briscoe and Mr. -- Hite-erected the first Epiacopal Church 
in the valley, at what is now called ~Iill Creek, or Bunker's Hill. In 
that building he had the satisfaction of seeing his son, Morgan Morgan, 
(who was born to him March 20,1737,) perform the senice of the Church 
as lay reader at the early age of sixteen. With the religious education of 
this son he appears to have taken peculiar care. He took him with him in 
his usnal visits to the sick and dying. At seventeen,. he induoed him to 
act as clerk to the Rev. l\Ir. Meldrum, then rector of the parish at Win
chester. He lived a pattern of piety and good citizenship until the ad
vanced age of seventy-eight, when, under the roof of his son Mo~, h. 
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breathed his spirit into the hands of his Creator. The close of his life 
was spent in close communion with his God, in fitting himself for the 
ohange at hand, and in impressing the precious Gospel on the minds of his 
descendants. When on the bed of death, so anxious was he for the pious 
walk of his children, that he thus expressed himself:-' I.hoped I should 
have lived to see Morgan's children old enough to say their catechism and 
read the word of God; but I must depart.' ODe of his expressious, 
uttered with &he greatest humility, was, 'Lord Jesus, open the gates of 
heaven and let me in.' He fell asleep in that Jesus, leaving on the coun
tenance of death the smile of the tnumphant soul. He died the 1st of 
November, 1766. 

"The mantle of the father was caught by the son. Morgan Morgan, the 
subject of our ~resent notice, lived also a pattern of piety. He Be"ed his 
fellow-citizens 10 various publio capacities. He officiated as clerk for the 
successive rectors of the parish, and 8S lay reader when there was no rector. 
He was the friend of the needy, and the comforter of the atBicted. Was 
anyone sick with so contagious a disorder that their nei~hbours fled from 
them with alarm, Morgan Morgan was ready to attend their house of su1£er
i~, and to watch over their bed. In public ministrations, he officiated 
chiefly in ·his immediate neighbourhood, until within a few years of the 
olose of his life, when, in consequence of the destitute state of the country 
generally, he was often oalled far from home to perform the religious duties 
proper for a layman. At length, from the frequency of those calls, he 
gave himself entirely to the work of a labourer in the vineyard. While 
the Church to which he belonged exists in this land, his labours will be 
remembered with gratitude. In a dark day, when desolation and death 
seemed brooding over her interests, he commenoed a career of active ex
ertion, which revived the attachment of her friends and kept her from 
descending to the dust. Though encumbered with the weight of years, 
and but a layman, he, by constant exhortation and incessant labours of 
love, through the bleBBing of God, impressed the minds of many of the 
youn~ with the troths of the Gospel, and revived the spirit of piety gene. 
rally In the land. Through Jefferson and Berkeley, and part of Frederick, 
Hampshire, and Maryland, his labours extended. He visited alike the 
mausions of the rich and the cottages of the poor,-everywhere acting in 
the spirit of a ornoified Master. To the prosperous he was the messenget 
of warning,-to the atBioted, of consolation. Many are there now living, 
who can testify to his faithfulness; many are there, we tmst, in heaven, 
who have hailed him as their spiritual father. Bis course through thia 
country may be traoed by the frwts of his labour,-fruits that Btill arise to 
call him blessed. He died, as he had lived, in the faith of his Redeemer. 
He was buried at the Mill Creek Church, whioh was named, after him, 
Morgan's Chapel." 

Mr. Morgan died in the year 1797. An excellent 8ennon waa 
preached on the occasion by Dr. Balmaine, of Winchester. He 
does ample justice to his personal piety, hi8 active zeal, and his 
evangelical view8, a8 displayed in the 8ermODB which he read. To 
the latter I can testify. I have a large number of the 8ermODB 
which he used as lay reader, and have read not a few of them. 
They are faithful, and deeply experimental. He has evidentl1 
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compiled some of them from VariOO8 authon, and adapted them to 
the occ&8ions on which they were preached. By the notes on the 
outside leaf, they appear to have been preached at funerals, in 
private hOO8ee, on thanksgiving-days, on the fint opening of Mor
gan's Chapel, and other special subjects. Had all the sermons 

, preached in Virginia, from its fint settlement, been like these, and 
all the ministen and readen been like Morgan Morgan, the history 
of the Church of Virginia would have been different from that which 
truth now requires it to be. So well calculated was he for the 
ministry, and so esteemed by the people whom he served, that they 
united in a letter of recommendation to some Bishop, (supposed to 
be Bishop Madison, not long before Mr. Morgan's death,) begging 
that he might be ordained &8 their paetor, notwithstanding his de
ficiency in human learning. The paper lies before me, and is very 
strong in his praise. His age, infirmities, and the distance to be 
travelled, prevented his application. The effect of his example and 
ministrations has been felt to this day, where his services were 
more frequent, and are to be seen especially among his own de
scendants. who have been among the chief supporters of the church 
at Mill Creek, or Bunker's Hill. At my l&8t visit there, a few 
months since, the congregation was called to mourn the sudden 
death of one of his grandsons, William G. Morgan, who had fol
lowed the piOO8 example of his father, grandfather, and great-grand
fatlier. I mention, as one of the effects of Morgan Morgan's 
example and exhortations upon his descendants and neighbours, 
that when Mr. Allen first visited the neighbourhood he found no 
difficulty, though twenty years after the death of this good man, in 
raising a la.rge catecbetical class, among whom were full-grown 
young men and women, repeating the Church catechism and hear
ing it explained. This my eyes have seen, in a public tavern at 
Bunker's Hill, the old church being unfit for O8e. 

Having th08 brought the history of the ministen and churches of 
Norbourne parish to the time when, by God's blessing, a new order 
of things commenced, I now proceed to make mention of the chief 
instrument by which the revival W&8 etrected. On Cbristmas eve, 
in tbe year 1814, a little after dark. there entered into my hOO8e a 
gentleman who introduced himself to me &8 Mr. Allen, from New 
York, with letters of introduction from Bishop Moore and Dr. Wil
mer, certifying that he was a candidate for Orders, and wished 
employment in the valley as a lay-reader. Although the roads 
wero in their worst condition, much rain having fallen, be had in 
two short days walked from Alexandria to my house, ... bout sIxty 
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miles. Oarrying him with me to the Old Ohapel the next day, 
we met with Mr. Beverley Whiting and his sister, Miss Betsy, 
from Jeft'erson county, who had, as they and others near them 
afterward did, come about fifteen miles to church through bad 
roads. Into their hands I consigned Mr. Allen, on a horse which 
I had lent him. In just two weeks he returned in high spirits. He 
had itinerated through the whole of Jetrerson and Berkeley counties, 
found out all the principal families who were still attached to the 
Ohurch, established at least twelve places for service, and received 
a kind invitation from Mr. Whiting and his sister 'to bring his little 
family to their house and make it a home for the present. To 
Alexandria he immediately returned, where his wife and infant 
were, and without delay, in a spell of bitter cold weather in the 
month of January, brought them up in a road-wagon of Mr. Whit
ing's, on its return from Alexandria, to which it had carried a load 
of 1Iour. Mr. Whiting's was his home for a considerable time,~for 
years indeed; and even after a parsonage was provided his visits to 
that abode of hospitality wore frequent and long. ~'rom this time 
until the year 1821, with feeble health, the pressure of debt upon 
him, a growing family, he perhaps rode as great a distance, preached 
as often, studied his Bible as much, and prepared as many things 
for the press, as any man of his day. No one had a better oppor
tunity than myself of knowing this, for I had often to go the rounds 
with him, doing more duty from necessity than I ever did before 
or have done since. Sleeping in the room with him, often I have 
seen him watch the morning light with his little Bible, and reading 
it when others were sleeping. I have travelled with him, and seen 
that Bible, or some other book, in his hand on horseback, and during 
any little spare time in private hours busy with his pen in preparing 
something for the press. While thus itinerating in these counties, 
and also in the adjoining county in Maryland, he was conducting a 
little paper called the "Layman's Magazine," and actually abridged 
and published the History of the Reformation, by Burnet, in a small 
volume, and compiled a history of the whole Church in two octavo 
volumes. All this he did while, like an honest man, he was paying 
hia debts out of a small salary and the scanty profits of these pub
lications, if indeed there were any. For nine years he thus laboured, 
contracting his sphere, though not his diligence, by the introduction 
of one or two ministers into some of the numerous places he had 
taken in charge, when he was called to St. Paul's Church, Phila
delphia, being the next choice to Bishop McIlvaine. His labours 
in such a congregation and city were of course not diminished. He 
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again issued a religious magazine, and engaged in every plan for 
promoting Sunday-schools, infant-schools, Bible-classes, missionary 
societies, and all such things, being especially interested in Bishop 
Chase's college in Ohio. His house was the Bishop's home. The 
increase of Episcopal churches in Philadelphia soon attracted his 
mind. At a time when a narrow and selfish policy kept ministel'll 
and vestries in a state of fear and trembling whenever a new church 
was talked of, lest its establishment might somewhat interfere with 
their monopoly, his large soul, disdaining all petty considerations, 
determined on at least one other church, under the patronage of 
St. Paul's. Mr. Bedell was about leaving North Carolina, and wished 
some situation in the North. Mr. Allen, learning this, immediately 
determined to secure him for Philadelphia, and proposed it to a 
few friends. Alarmed at the thought of such a great work, they 
shrunk back from it; but Mr. Allen persevered and succeeded, and 
St. Andrew's Church was the result. While Mr. Bedell was col
lecting the congregation and the house was rising up, Mr. Allen 
insisted that he should use St. Paul's during a part of each Sabbath. 
Some of his people and friends were alarmed, and predicted that 
the popularity of Bedell would ruin Mr. Allen's prospects, and di
minish, if not destroy, St. Paul's congregation. But nothing of 
this kind moved such a man. His reply was, "Let me decrease, 80 

the Church increases. II By God's blessing on such a Christian 
course, both increased, though Mr. Allen's pulpit-talents were only 
of the moderate order. At length, under the pressure of mental 
and bodily labour, his health so failed that a voyage to Europe was 
resorted to. But it was only used by him on his way to England, 
in England, and on his return, as an occasion for greater efforts in 
his Master's cause and for the souls of men. Providence found 
work for him in a foreign land, and gave him favour with the most 
zealous of the Christian philanthropists in England. It may be 
lafely affirmed that, within the same short period, no minister from 
this country had ever attracted more attention, and had, and zeal. 
ously used, more opportunities of promoting the welfare of all reli
gious and benevolent societies, than Mr. Allen. Even the Society of 
Quakers felt the in:O.uence of his zeal in behalf of Sunday-echools, 
and to this day speak of him as "that wonderful man." After 
these dying labours, which were like the last notes of the swan, he 
returned toward America in a vessel which, by contrary winds, wu 
detained nearly one hundred days on the deep, the crew sufFering 
for provisions. Mr. Allen's grave was the great deep, as though no 
Darrow lepulchre was fit for one of 10 large a soul. 
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We now draw to a clo88 these notices of what was once Berkeley 
eounty and Norbourne parish, but which in the year 1801 became 
Berkeley and Jef'erson counties, and in time has been divided into 
six parishes,-those around Charlestown, Harper's Ferry, Shep
herdstown, Martinsburg, Bunker's Hill, and Smithfield. The Rev. 
B. B. Smith, now Bishop of Kentucky, succeeded Mr. Allen in the 
congregations at Charlestown and Shepherdstown, and continued 
to serve them most acceptably for nearly two years. The Rev. 
Alexander Jones succeeded in 1828, and for fifteen yea.rs served 
the same congregations, at the end of which time he confined his 
services to the congregation at Charlestown. The Rev. Mr. Morri
eon took his place at Shepherdstown and continued for two years, 
and was succeeded by the present rector, the Rev. Mr. Andrews. 
Dr. Jones continued in Charlestown until his removal to Richmond 
a few years since. During his long ministry in that parish the 
congregation steadily increased, until it became one of the largest 
of our country parishes, and two noble churches were erected, the 
first having been consumed by fire, as we have said before. Mr. 
Jones was followed in Charlestown by the Rev. Dudley Tyng, and 
he was succeeded by its present rector, the Rev. Charles Ambler. 

The small number of Episcopalians at Harper's Ferry had, from 
the time of Mr. Allen, been occasionally-sometimes regularly
visited by the ministers at Charlestown and Shepherdstown, until 
a few years since, when the church now standing on an imposing 
eminence was built. During its erection, and with much attention 
on his part, the Rev. Horace Stringfellow, Jr., was its minister. 
To him succeeded for a time the Rev. Mr. Wilcoxon. The congre
gation at Martinsburg, after being organized and for a time sup
plied by Mr. Allen, was put in charge of the Rev. Mr. Horrell, 
who continued for several years, and was succeeded in 1819 by the 
Rev. Enoch Lowe. The Rev. Mr. Lippitt succeeded him. The 
Rev. Dr. Brooke, now of Ohio, the Rev. James Tyng, the Rev. Mr. 
Johnson, the Rev. Mr. Taliafero, the Rev. James Chisholm, the 
Rev. D. F. Sprigg, and the present minister, the Rev. Richard 
Davis, have successively for the last thirty years supplied the two 
congregations at Martinsburg and Hedgesville. The church at 
Bunker's Hill, or Morgan's Chapel, has been for the most part 
supplied by the ministers from Martinsburg and Winchester, but 
of late years has united with the congregations of Smithfield and 
Leetown, each about five miles ofF. The Rev. Mr. Brown was the 
first who had charge of these three in conjunction, who, after some 
years, was succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Callaway. The Rev. Mr. 
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Grammer has just taken charge of them. In Smithfield and Lee
town two excellent churches ha.ve recently been erected, the former 
by the zeal and liberality of a very few ladies and gentlemen, and 
the latter at the expense of the Rev. Lewis Balch, of Baltimore, 
with the aid of some of his people in the church of St. Bartholo
mew, of New York, while he ministered to them. It being the 
birthplace or early home of some of his ancestors, and the present 
residence of his parents, Mr. Balch has sought to confer upon it an 
honour far higher tha.n the proudest and most expensive monument. 
There is a circumstance peculiar to this neighbourhood which de
serves a record. Not only was the property and the residence of 
General Charles Lee, of Revolutionary memory, from wbom it took 
its name, in sight of the church, but not far distant were the 
estates of General Gates, General Stephens, and General Darke, 
all of them officers in the American army. It was meet that a 
Christian church should tower above the abode of such a wretched 
blasphemer as General Lee. The following extract from his will 
declares the character of him who once enviously sought to de
throne Washington from the confidence of the nation, and to have 
the chief command of the American army conferred on himself, 
who wellnigh lost us the victory on the field of Monmouth, and 
who ingloriously terminated his days, a selfish celibate, in the midst 
of dogs for his most familiar friends, and an enemy to God and 
man:-

"I desire most earnestly that I may not be buried in any church or 
churchyard, or within a mile of any Presbyterian or Anabaptist meeting
house, for since I have resided in this country I have kept so much bad 
company when living, that I do not choose to continue it when dead. I 
recommend my soul to the Creator of all worlds and all creatures, who 
must, from his visible attributes, be indifferent to their modes of worship 
or creeds, whether Christians, Mahometans, or Jews, whether instilled by 
education or taken up by reflection, whether more or less abaurd, 88 a weak 
mortal can no more be answerable for his persuasions, notions, or even 
skepticism in religion, than for the colour of his skin." 

Extracted from his will, recorded in the court of Berkeley 
I01IIlty. 
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ARTICLE LXXV. 

Parii"'" in Hampihire and Shenandoah Oountiu. 

lIA. VING disposed of Berkeley county, I come to Hampshire, whiG&' 
was formed into a county and parish in the year 1753. I perceive' 
how the parish of Hampshire was divided and one established in. 
Hardy in 1785, but of the ministers and churches of the same 1 
have but little to say. In the year 1771 the Rev. Mr. Ogilvie, anet 
in the year 1772 the Rev. Mr. Manning and the Rev. Mr. Kenner,. 
were all ordained, in England, for Hampshire. Mr. Manning alone 
ever reached there,-the others settling in parishes below the Ridge. 
About the year 1812, or 1813, I remember to have seen a Rev. Mr. 
Reynolds, who said that he was the minister in Hampshire and 
Hardy. No churches, I expect, were ever built in these counties 
until those I am about to mention. The Rev. Norman Nash, a 
friend of Mr. Allen, desired to become a candidate for Orders in 
Virginia, and be ordained without the knowledge of the languages. 
To this Bishop Moore objected. Mr. Nash strongly declared his 
conviction that he was called of God and moved by the Holy Ghost 
to the work, bnt that he was advancing in years, and, having never 
studied the ancient languages, it must be a long time before he 
could be prepared for the ministry, if a knowledge of these were 
requisite; that he might die before that period arrived, and that 
if God should inquire of him why he had not obeyed his orders, 
he could only say that Bishop Moore would not let him, until he 
had studied Latin and Greek. Without entering into the merita 
of the question between him and the Bishop, suffice it to say 
that the latter yielded. Mr. Nash was ordained for the county or 
Hampshire, where the ancient languages were but little known and 
not moch required. Hampshire may be trnly called the hill-coun
try of Virginia,-not surpassed in high hills and deep valleys by 
that of Judea itself. In one of its deep narrow valleys, and on ita 
bill-sides, a few families of plain people had settled, who retained a 
.trong attachment to the Church while all around had forsaken 
her as the Babylon of prophecy. There was added to them one 
which liad emigrated from Scotland, with all the Scottish prejudices 
tlg&inst the Church; but the father of the family, on his way to 
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these Western hills, had met with some of Bishop Hobart's worb, 
and become a thorough convert to his views of Episcopacy and the 
Church. The old man was also a great reader of Scripture, and 
spent many of his latter years in writing a full paraphrase of large 
portions of it,-even of the prophetical books. At his death he 
bequeathed them to Dr. Balmaine and myself for publication, if 
we deemed them worthy. A box of considerable size was full of 
these man08cripts, in very close, small hand. We were, of course, 
afraid to venture on so great an undertaking. Into this hilly re
gion did the Rev. Mr. Nash enter, and never did man labour more 
faithfully than he did. It might have been said of him, if he conI:! 
not say it of himself,-

.. Si PeTg&lD& dextra detendi po8IIeDt, 
Bdam hac defeDla fuilll8llt;" 

for he was well suited to the work and place. Havmg spent his 
earlier days in mechanical pursuits, he diligently employed his skill 
in helping to erect and complete two log churches,-working with 
his own hands in vari008 ways. When completed, he 08ed every 
proper effort to fill them with Episcopal worshippers, and, for a 
time, did in a measure succeed. But there are some winds and 
tides against which even the power of steam proves ineffectual, and 
there are some places and societies where the excellencies of our 
Church system and service cannot avail against violent and long
established prejudices, even though the Gospel be faithfully preached 
in connection with it. Such was the case in relation to this part 
t)f Virginia, where not only Norman Nash laboured zealously and 
preached faithfully, but where his nephew,-Mr. Sylvester Nash,
who succeeded him, did the same, and where other ministers have 
lent their aid, and Bishops have not failed in their peculiar offices. 
Bishop Moore visited these churches several times. Mr. Sylvester 
Nash not only officiated for some years at these log churches, but, 
by much solicitation and perseverance, succeeded in building a neat 
brick church in Romney, the comity seat of Hampshire, where ma
terials more abounded and the prospects for a time were more 
flourishing, but he was not encouraged to make a permanent abode 
there. The Rev. Mr. Hedges also made a few ineffectual ctfforts 
..rter the resignation of Mr. Nash, and, within a few years past, 
the Rev. Mr. Irish repeated the same, with the same result. Since 
this last effort, the church has been consumed by fire. In the 
many changes which are continually going on in society, we will 
not despair of seeing her old bare walls clothed again with garmenta 
of praise, and a crown once more on her head. 
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I come now-if not in the order of time, yet of geography-to 
the county of Shenandoah,-originally called after Lord Dunmore, 
but changed to its present title by reason of the conduct of Dun
more, which made his name so hateful to Virginia. The parish was 
named Beckford. All this region was settled by Germans and \ 
Swedes. Hence it was that a Swedish congregation was here. col
lected, and that the R:.!:.!.~~.!~...!._ ~~hle.~~~g--6on of the Rev. Mr. 
Muhlenburg, father of the Lutheran Church in America-was sen~ 
to take charge of it. A brief sketch of his history is necessary to 
the proper understanding of his settlement at Woodstock, the county 
aeat of Shenandoah. He was bom in the village of Trappe, in 
Pennsylvania, in the year 1747, and baptized John Peter Gabriel 
Muhlenburg. His father emigrated from Germany in 1742, and 
became the founder of the Lutheran Church in this country,-living 
at first, and for some years, in Philadelphia, then moving to Mont
gomery county, Pennsylvania, and thence back again to Philadelphia. 
His son was early destined in his father's mind and purpose to the 
ministry, and educated with a view to the same. In the year 1768, 
Peter, then sixteen years of age, and his two brothers,-Frederick 
and Henry,-were sent to Halle, in Germany, for their education. 
Before this time, his father had begun to fear that Peter's disposi
tion and habits were not suited to the ministry. In' writing to a 
friend, to whose care he consigned him, he says:-

" My son Peter haa, alas, enjoyed but little of my care and oontrol, on 
account of my extensive olicial duties; but he baa had no evil enmple 
from his parents, and many reproofs and oounsels. His chief fault and 
bad inclination baa been his fondness for hunting and fishing. But if our 
most reverend fathers at Halle observe any tendencl to vice, I humbly 
beg that they will send him to a well-disciplined gunson-town under the 
name of Peter Weiser, before he causes much trouble or oomplaint. There 
he may obey the drum, if he will not follow the Spirit of God. My prayors 
will follow him, and if his soul only is 8&ved,-be he in what oondition he 
may,-I shall be oontent. I well know what Satan wishes for mc and 
mine_" 

I take the fonowing account of him, until his settlement in Vir
ginia, from his life, written by Mr. Henry Muhlenburg, who wu 
either his brother or some near relativ13:-

"These anticipations were soon realized. Perhaps the young Americana 
were looked upon as demi-savages by their German fellow-etndents, and 
perhaps. Peter's disposition W88 too fiery to submit to the strict discipline 
of a German school,-at that time strict even to the verge of cruelty. Be 
that aa i, may,-whether caused by one or the other reason, or by a combina
tion of both,-Peter waa oontinually in trouble. Things went on from bad 
&0 worse, until some time in the year 176!, upon the occaaion of a public 
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prooession in the presence of the heads of the Univel8ity, lOme iDSUlt 11'0 

offered to him by nis tutor, whioh his hot temper would not brook, and i' 
was revenged upon the spot by a blow. 

" This outrage rendered his expulsion inevitable. He did not, however, 
wait for its official notification, but, collecting his little property, tied from 
the University. A regiment of dragoons was paaaing through the town, 
in which, upon the spur of the moment, he enlisted, little thinking that his 
father had recommended that very remedy to cool his hot blood. Although 
not eighteen, he was tall and well proportioned, and 80 desirable a recrui& 
was readily accepted. He thus left the Univemty, little caring what be
came of him, 80 rejoiced 11'88 he in being freed from what he deemed the 
tyranny of rectors and prootol8. 

" The precise length of time he remained with this regiment, the writer 
hu no means of ascertaining. He must, however, have fully upheld the 
character he had gained at the University, as appe&18 from the following 
anecdote connected with this reftiment, related by himself, and still pre
I8rved as a family tradition. Ten or eleven years after, the battle of 
Brandywine 11'88 fought. In that actioD General Mublenburg commanded 
a brigade of Virginians, which, with Weedon's, was thrown forward, at the 
close of that hard-fought day, to repel the victorious advance of the enemy 
and give time to our shattered columns to retreat. The atruggle 11'88 at 
the point of the bayonet, and it so happened that this very regiment dis
mounted was one of those opposed to Muhlenburg'. command. The 
General, mounted on a white horae, tall and commanding in his figure, 
was very conspicuous at the head of his men leading on the long line of 
Continentals: when the contending parties came near enough to be recog
nised, many of the older 80Idiers (German enlistments being for life) 
remembered their former comrade, and the cry ran along their astonished 
ranks, 'Rier kommt teufol Rea' (Here comes devil Pete 1) Finally he 
11'88 freed from the obligations he had so rashly assumed, in the following 
manner. A colonel in the British army, whose name is unfortunately 
forgotten, 11'88 leaving Hanover, where he held lOme official appointment, 
for America. He had been, prior to this, long stationed in tlui.t countr,y, 
was a frequent visitor at the house of Dr. Muhlenburg, and knew tlie 
family and Peter well. On his journey he happened to pasa through the 
town in which this regiment was then quartered, and, to his utter surprise, 
recognised his young American acquaintance among its 8Oldiel8. He 
lOught him out, and learned the cause of his present position, after which, 
by representing the matter in its true light, 88 a boyish student's freak, 
and certifying to the respectability of his family, he easily procured 
his discharge. Peter took leave of his comrades and accompanied hill 
kind friend to America, where he arrived lOme time in ilie year 1766. 
This interpositiou was probably the most fortunate event of his life; for, 
although his family would sooner or later have procured his diach~, yet, 
from the rarity of intercourse and length of time necessarily OCCUpied, he 
might have remained tbere a year or two longer and become utterly dis
qualified for any other pursuits. As it 11'88, the occurrence had a beneficial 
effect upon his character and disposition, rendering him more tractable, 
although most probably the tute for military life here acquired in8.uenced 
his whole future career. • 

"His father, who, as we may well conceive, had suffered much anxiety 
on account of his IOn, in his joy at the lost being found, received him with 
1pen arma, and granted him forgiveness for, and oblivion of, the past. 
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'or lOme time Peter remained at home, his father personally superintend 
ing the completion of his education. 

"It was now time for him to turn his thoup;hts to the seleotion of • 
profession, and, had his own wishes only been consulted, he would doubt-
1881 have ohosen the army; but his father very earnestly desired that the 
Church which he had found"d in America should be supported and 8U8o 

tained by the efforts of his sons. The uniform kindness which his many 
youthful follies had met with at his father'. banda inclined him to yield 
to hi. wishes; and accordingly he commenced the study of theology, 
under his father's directions. 

"Early in the year 1768, he was ordained a minister of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, according to the rules and discipline of that sect, and 
on the 12th of May was appointed aasistant rector of Zion's and St. Paul's 
Churches, in New Jersey. These congregations, commonly known as the 
Valley Churches, were situated at New Germantown and Bedminster, in 
Runterdon and Somerset counties. On the 5th of February in the 
ensuing year, he commenaed offioiating, and remained in that capacity for 
several years. 

"Retaining his strong partiality for hunting and fishing, (tbe bad in
clinations referred to earlier oy bis father,) be become thoroughly acquainted 
with that part of the country,-&. knowledge wbioh, during the long stay of 
&he army at Morristown and its su~uent operations in New Jersey, 
became of great value. While situated In New Jersey, his marriage with 
Anne Barbara Meyer took plaoe, the ceremony being performed on the 
6th of November, 1770. 

"For lOme years prior to this, the German inhabitants of the Middle 
8tates commenced emigrating in colllliderable numbers to Virginia, set
tling prinoipally in the Valley of the Blue Ridge. These German settle
ments gradually became large, particularly those in Dunmore; and, being 
Lutheran, a congregation was formed at Woodstock, the seat of jnstice for 
that county. This congre~tion desired a pastor, and accordinglyappli
cation was made to Dr. Muhlenburg to appoint one, with tbe request that 
his IOn might be aasigned to that situation. Some diffioulties, however, 
presented themselves. In order to meet the peculiar laws of the Colony 
of Virginia on the subject of Church establishment, these Germans had 
organized themselves as members of the Swedish branch of the Lutheran 
Church, there being no difference bet.ween that and the German, save in 
point. of form only. Some congregations of the former existed at this ver'! 
time in Pennsylvania, and were in olose connection with the Lutheran 
Ohurch proper. The Swedish Ohurch, at the Reformation, differed from 
the German in retaining its Bishops, and their discipline required that 
pastors should be ordained and conseorated by a Bishop. This had not 
been done in Mr. l\luhlenburg's case, who had been ordalDed by his father 
in aooordanoe with the rules and discipline of the German Lutheran Church. 
Another obstacle arose from the union of Church and State in Virginia, 
where the Ohurch of England was established by law, and, in order t.hat 
the rector might. enforce the payment of tithes, it. was necessary that. he 
should have been ordained br a Bishop of the English Ohurch, in whioh 
ease he came under the proVIsions of the law, although not a member of 
the Established Ohurch. To meet. these diffioulties, it was deemed nece. 
II&IJ that Mr. Muhlenburg should be ordained anew, aooording to the dis
cipline prescribed by t.he Swedish Lutheran Church. Accordingly, he 
resigned his charge in New Jersey, atad made preparation for a voyage to 
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England to receive Episcopal ordination, any properly-consecrated Pr0-
testant Bishop being competent for that purpose. He sailed from Phila
delphia for London on the 2d of March, 1772, and arrived at Dover oa 
the 10th of the following month. During this joumey, Mr. Muhlenburg 
kept a daily journal, now in the writer's possession, whioh is in many 
parts highly interesting j but space forbids any extracts being here made. 
From this journal, however, we learn that, if any scruples did exist in his 
mind with respeot to his profe88ion at the time of his entering upon the 
stndy of it, they were now entirely removed, and he seems to have been 
fully impreBBed with the serious nature of the duties he had a88Umed, and to 
have brought to their disoharge a spirit of pure and humble Christianity." 

His biographer informs us that his stay in London W88 brie~ 

and that he was ordained at the same time with a Mr. Braidfoot 
and Mr. White, the latter being afterward Bishop of Pennsylvania. 
He further adds, that the disputes between the mother-country 
were just commenoing to be of intense bitterness, when Mr. Moh. 
lenburg removed with his family from Pennsylvania to take charge 
of his oongregation in Virginia. Arriving among them in the fan 
of 1772, suffioient time was given him, before the breaking out of 
hostilities, to beoome extensively aoquainted throughout the valley. 
With Washington and Henry he was soon on terms of personal 
intimaoy, for in June, 1774, he was with them in the House of 
Burgesses, being sent as representative by the people of his county. 
This friendship had afterward muoh weight in determining Mr. 
Muhlenburg to enter the army. Dpnmore county, afterward She
nandoah, under the oontrolling influence of Mr. Muhlenburg, waa 
one of the first to step forward in opposition to British usurpation. 
At the first meeting of its oitizens he was chosen moderator, 3nd 
one of the oommittee of correspondenoe. Although still a minister, 
he was sent to the House of Burgesses and Convention again arid 
again, and with all his zeal supported Mr. Henry in the boldest 
measures he proposed. His charaoter became so well known that in 
1775 he was eleoted Colonel of the 8th regiment, without any other 
knowledge of military matters than he had aoquired when a truant 
youth in Germany. Washington and Henry both urged his appoint
ment, for t~ey had doubtless lien in which direction his talents moved. 
His was the first regiment oompleted on the field. His biographer 
endorses the tradition of his last sermon, whioh oonoluded with the 
words that there was "a time for all things; a time to fight, and 
that time had now come." The sermon finished, he pronounced 
the benediotion. A breathless silence brooded over the congrega
tion. Deliberately polling off the gown whioh had thus far covered 
his martial figure, he stood before them a girded warrior, and, de-
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scending from the pulpit, ordered the drums at the church-door to 
beat for recruits. From all the foregoing, we must conclude that 
though he was doubtless conscientious and respectable, for that day 
at least, as a minister, yet he still loved his juvenile sports of hunt
ing and fishing too much to excel in the duties of the sacred office, 
and that he had never ceased to be more of the soldier than the 
divine. 

"Quo 8emel est imbuta, reoeD8, 88nabit odorem, 
Te8ta diu." 

Of the subsequent history of that Swedish Episcopal congregatIon 
in Woodstock I have as yet been unable to obtain any accurate 
information. Some time after the revival of the Episcopal Church 
in Virginia, an effort was made by General Steenbergen, the 
Arthurs, Blackford&, and Allens, to establish it in their neighbour
hood, and I paid them several visits; but the effort failed. The 
same was done more than once by some friends of the Church at 
Woodstock, headed by Mr. Williams, the old and much-esteemed 
clerk of the county and staunch member of the Church; but with 
like success. 

I cannot take leave of this county and parish without a brief 
notice of one remarkable locality in it. In the very centre of 
Mr. MuhJenburg's parish, and only a few miles from his residence 
at Woodstock, commence the mountains, almost touching each 
uther at first, and running "Parallel, so as to form a valley be
tween. After running some distance, they unite in one, which is 
called the Massamatti Mountain. The valley between is called 
Powell's Fort, and contains some thousands of acres. The moun. 
tains on either side are called the East and West Fort Mountains. 
The entrance to this valley is through a narrow defile, along which 
a small but bold stream runs out into the surrounding country, with 
high, steep mountains on each side, &8 if some convulsion of nature 
had opened a p&8sage for the waters. If the whole Valley of 
Virginia was once a lake, emptying itself at Harper's Ferry, this 
may be regarded &8 a lake within a lake, the smaller emptying 
itself into the larger through this narrow p&8sway, and both of 
them sending their waters through Harper's Ferry and the Poto
mac into the great Atlantic. Washington and Muhlenburg had 
doubtleBB often been within and around this place, and the military 
eye of each may have been caught by it, as one of the strongest of 
nature's fortifications. In one of the darkest and gloomiest seasons 
of the Revolution, when even the soul of a Washington began to fear 
the stability of his fellow-citizens, they may have communed together 
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about this, as the last retreat of their diminished and retreating 
forces. Certain it is that Washington once referred to it as the 
place to which he should oonduot his wasted remnant, there to 0&11 
the God of nature to its defence, and bid defiance to the British 
army; thus hoping to arouse his countrymen to renewed and more 
vigorous efforts for liberty and independence. I can never look 
at, (for it is, on a clear day, in sight of my own residenoe,) pass 
by, or read of this spot, and recollect that proposal of Washington, 
without remembering the Edom of Scripture,-the strong city, as it 

• is called; for, if travellers and historians be true, there is a strong 
resemblanoe between them, as to their entrance, their valley, and 
high surrounding mountains. The loose stones almost overhanging 
this narrow pass, and oovering the nearly-perpendicular sides of 
other parts of the mountains, would have furnished weapons of de
fence to a few brave men sufticient to overwhelm thousands of 
•• ,iling fo-. 
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ARTICLE LXXVI. 

ParitJ&e. in .Augtuta and Rockingham OountU,. 

WB come now to that part of the valley which was the first seen 
by the white man. In the year 17.!.~ ~~vernor Spot~swood and 
t@. gallant band of Ca!~~ie"rs, with their attendants, ,,;scended the 
Blue Ridge, at Rock1i8n Gap, in Albemarle county, and became the I 

detlg6fidbeliotders oHIIe "riCTi"8.nii beautffui" v~iIey below. * Carv-
ing the name of his King on one of the highest rocks of the moun
tain, while one of his followers did the same with the Governor's 011 

another, they returned to Williamsburg,-the young gentry being 
established into an order, and dubbed" Knights of the Horse
Shoe,"-each having a small miniature golden horseshoe presented 
to him by their enterprising leader. They were followed, after some 
years, by hardy and daring adventurers, who settled in the valley,
driving back the Indians still farther westward. It was not, how. ) 
ever, until the year 1788, that it, together with old Frederick, wu 
separated from Orange,-which was until then the frontier-county, 
extending to the Pacific Ocean, and one hundred miles into it, ac
cording to a charter given by King James to the London Company 
for Virginia,-whose dimensions were four hundred miles wide on 
the Atlantic, and of the same width from sea to sea, with all the 
islands in both seas within one hundred miles from the shores 
thereof. Such was old Virginia when Illinois, embracing all beyond 
the Ohio River, was, in 1778, made one of her counties. Such was 
old Virginia until, by various acts and charters of the Crown and 
her own liberality, she was restricted to her present boundaries. 
Augusta, in the year 1738, became the frontier-county, and was 
therefore called West Augusta. All that I could say about the 
parish of Augusta is so much better said in the following extracts, 
taken from a sermon at the opening of the new church in Staunton, 
a few weeks since, by the Rev. Mr. Castleman, its present minister, 
that no apology is needed for using it: 

" The county of Augusta was organized in 1738. Ita boundaries fIX
&ended from the line of old Frederick on the north, along the summit of 

* Some think that he croued at a gap lower dOW1l the ftlle)',-near the hUll 
Iraters of the Rappahannock. 
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the Blue Ridge Mountain indefinitely to the south and west. Its parish 
was known as the parish of Augusta, and filled up the circuit of the illimit
ably-extended territory of the county. The first election that was ever 
held in the county was the election of the vestry. This was in the year 
1746, and resulted in the ohoice of James Patton, John Buchanon, Joh. 
Madison, Patrick Hays, John Christian, Colonel John Buchanon, Roben 
Aleunder, Thomas Gordon, James Lochart, John Archer, John Mattbewa, 
and John Smith. i'heae were among the moat prominent and influential 
men of the county. From the recorda which remain of their varioua meet
ings and deliberations for the general good, we cannot doubt that they 
were men of intelligence, good moral character, and fidelity in the trust. 
eommitted to them. 

"On the 6th of April, 1747, they aasembled, for the first time after their 
organization, to elect a mlD18ter to break to them the bread of life. Having 
received letters from Governor Gooch commending the !!,av. John Hind- _ 
m~ as an able and worthy minister of the Gospel, the, unanlmoualy chose 

him as their spiritual inatrnctor. He entered immediately into the duties 
of his pastoral office,-the first minister of the Church of England who ever 
let foot on Augusta soil and preached the glad tidings of Christ alDong 
the mountains of this wild home of the Indian. Owing to the sparaeneaa 
of the population and inability of the people to build a church, Mr. Hind
IlIaD was obliged to preach and administer the sacraments in the court
houae and in private houaea in different parts of the pariah during the 
whole of. his ministry here." 

In the year 1747, the vestry determined to purchase a glebe near 
Leper's old plantation, and build a house; also, a church on the 
plantation of Daniel Harris. Nothing of either now remains. The 
glebe was sold and the proceeds vested in the academy at Staunton. 
Mr. Hindman was minister for about three years. Nothing is 
known of his ministry or of his death. 

"On the 6th of August, 1750, the vestry met and empowered its wardeua 
-Tames Lochart and John Madison-to employ any minister they might 
think fit to serve them in the Lord. And on the 16th of October, 1752, 
the following letter was presented to the vestry from Governor Dinwiddie :--

" 'GENTLEMEN :-~@_Rev. Joh~ has been reCommended to me 
by many of good repute anaundoubted credit as a worthy and learned 
divine. As such I recommend him to you, gentlemen, to be your pastor,
not doubting but his conduct will be Buch as will entitle him to your favour 
by ~romoting peace and cultivating morality in the pariah. Your re
ceivlng him to be your pastor will be very agreeable to 

" 'Your very humble servant, 
" 'RoBUT DINWIDDIB.' 

"Juat one month after the reading of this letter, Mr. Jones was unani. 
mously received into the parish and aaaigned a salary of .fifty pounds per 
annum for his services and twenty pounds per annum for board, until the 
glebe-buildings were improved and put in order for bis occupancy. 

"Between 1756 and 1759, Johu Matthews, Samson Archer, Roben 
Breckenridge, and Israel Christian, were added to the vestry. 

"On the 20th of May, 1760, it was unanimously reaolved to e~ a 
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ehurch-building in the town of Staunton, forty feet by twenty-five. If 
stood partly on the spot now occufied by tbe new church, just completed 
the foundation of ita southern wal being covered by the northern wall 0' 
the present building . 

• , Either the infirmities of age, or enfeebled health, had so worn upoa 
the constitution of Mr. Jonel! as to render him unequal to the duties of 
his office. He therefore called a meeting of the vestry and advised the 
employment of a curate, and offered to relinquish one-half of his salary 
(which by this time had been inoreased to two hundred pounds) toward 
liis support. In obedience to his wishes, the vestry procured the services 
of the .&Y- Adam Smith, who entered upon his duties as curate in the 
spring oTI7'/2. Of IIr. Smith's oharacter and use:ulness as a preacher, 
or in what way his connection with the parish was severed, we have no 
information. He did not, however, remain longer than one year. O. the 
9th of November, 1778, t~Y.:. A!.e~lI:nd~r Balmaine was unanimously 
ohosen to fill his place. FrOmth18 tUlle onward; wenear no more of Mr. 
Jonea. Though the history which remains of his labours as a preacher 
and pastor is exceedingly meagre and unsatisfaotory,--confined almoM 
entirely to his meetinga with the vestry and to the recorda which he kept 
as its olerk,-we oannot but revere his memory as a devout and faithful 
minister of God. The only substantial and valuable relio of him whioh 
remains to us is the old worn and defaced Bible whioh is oonstandy used 
in our pulpit. \ 

"How long, precisely, Mr. Balmaine remained in the parish, we are no~ 
informed. The time was drawing near whioh tried men's soul~. The) 
spirit of '76 began to swell and agitate the American breast. Of this 
spirit Mr. Balmaine seems to have partaken in no small degree. The 
following proceedings of a meeting of the freeholders of Augusta oounty, 
held at ~taunton on the 22d of February, 1775, will throw no little light 
on his oharaoter as a patriot :-

" 'After due notice given to the freeholders of Augusta county to meet 
in Staunton, for the purpose of electing delegates to represent them in 
Colony Convention, at the town of Richmond, on the 20th day of l\laroh, 
the freeholders of said county thought proper to refer the ohoice of their 
delegates to the judgwe.nt of the committee, who, thus authorized by 
the general voice of the people, met at the court-house, on the 22d of 
February, and unanimously ohose Mr. Thomas Lewis and Captain Samuel 
MoDowell to represent thew in the enauing Convention. 

" 'lnst.rnotions were then ordered to be drawn up by the Rev. Alex- \ 
ander Balmaine, Mr. Samson Matthews, Captain Alexander McClanahan, )\ 
Mr. Miohael Bowyer, Mr. William Lewis, and Captain George Matthews, 
or any three of them, and delivered to the delegates thus ohosen, whioh 
are as follows:-

" 'To Mr. Thomas Lewis and Captain Samuel MoDowell. The com
mittee of Augusta county, pursuant to the trust reposed in them by the 
freeholders of the same, have chosen you to represent them in Colony 
Convention, proposed to be held in Richmond on the 2d of Maroh instant. 
They desire that you may consider the people of Augusta county as im
pressed with just sentiwents of loyalty and allegiance to. his Majesty King 
George, whose title to the imperial crown of Great Britain resta on no other 
ronodation than the liberty, and whose glory is inseparable from t.he hap
piness, of all. his subjects. We have also respect for the parent State: 
which reepeot is founded on religion, on law, and on the genuine prinoiplea 
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of the ConstitutIon. On these prinoiples do we earnestly desire tc. Bee 

barmony and a good understandlDg restored betweea Great Britain aDd 
America. 

" • Many of us and our forefathers left our native land and explored thla 
once-savage wilderness to enjoy the free exercise of tbe rights of conscience 
and of buman nature. These rights we are fully resolved, with our liVeB 
and fortunes, inviolably to preserve; nor will we surrender such inestimable 
blessings, the purchase of toil and danger, to any Ministry, to any Parlia
ment, or any OOdy of men upon earth, by whom we are not represented, 
and in whose decisions, theretore, we have no voice. 

" 'We desire you to tender, in the most respectful terms, our gratefu1 
acknowledgments to the late worthy delegates of this Colony for their wise, 
spirited, and patriotic exertions in the General Congress, and to .. ure 
them that we will uniformly and religiously adhere to their resolutioDB 
providently and graciously formed for their country's good. 

" 'Fully convinced that the safety and happiness of America depend, 
next to the blessing of Almighty God, on the unanimity and wisdom of 
her country, we doubt not you will on your parts comply with the recommen
dations of the late Continental Congress, by appointing delegates from thia 
Colony to meet in Philadelphia on the 10th of May next, unless American 
grievances be redressed before that time. And so we are determined to 
maintain unimpaired that liberty which is the gift of Heaven to tbe 81lb
jects of Britain's empire, and will most cordially join our countrymen in 
sucb measures as may be deemed wise and necessary to secure and per
petuate the ancient, just, and legal rights of this Colony and all British 
America. 

" , Placing our ultimate trust in the Supreme Disposer of every event, 
without whose gracious int.erposition the wisest schemes may fail of success, 
we desire you to move the Convention that some day, which may appear to 
them most convenient, be set a~ for imploring the blessing of Almighty 
God on such plans as human Wisdom and integrity may think necesaary to 
adopt for preserving America happy, virtnous, and free.' 

"In obedience to these instructions, the following letter was addressed:

"'To the Hon.Peyton Randolph, Esq., President, Richard Henry Lee, 
George Washington, Patrick Henry, Riohard Bland, Benjamin Harrison, 
and Edmund Randolph, Esqrs., Delegates from this Colony to the General 
Congress. 

" • GENTLEMEN :-W e have it in command from the freeholders of Au
gusta county, by their committee, held on the 22d February, to present 
you with the grateful acknowledgments of thanks for the prudent, virtuous, 
and noble exertions of the faculties witb which Heaven has endowedloll 
in the cause of liberty and of every thing that man ought to hold sacre , a& 
the late General Congress,-a conduct so nobly interesting that it must 
command the applause not only from this but succeeding ages. May tha& 
sacred fiame that has illuminated your minds and infiuenced your condu~ 
in projecting and concurring in so many salutary determinations for the 
preservation of American liberty ever continue to direct your conduct to 
tbe latest period of your lives I ?tlay the bright example be fairll tran
scribed on tbe hearts and reduced into practice by every Virginl&D, by 
every American! May our hearts be open to receive, and our arms strong 
to defend, that liberty and freedom, the gift of Heaven, now being banished 
from its latest retreat in Europe I Here let it be hospitably entertained in 
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every breut, here let it take deep root and flourish in everlasting bloom, 
that under its benign influence the virtuously free may enjoy secure repose 
aDd stand forth the BOO1II'g8 and terror of tyranny and tyrants of every 
order and denomination, till time shall be no more. 

" 'Be pleased, gentlemen, to accept of their grateful sense of your im
portant services and of their ardent prayers for the best interests of this 
once happy country. And vouohsafe, gentlemen, to accept of the same 
from your mOilt humble servants, THOMAS LEWIS, 

SAMUBL McDOWELL, 
Delegatu! 

" 'To Thomas Lewis and Samuel MoDowell, Esqrs.:-
'" GENTLEMBN :-Be pleased to transmit to the respectable freeholders of 

Augusta oounty our sinoere thanks for their affeotionate address approving 
our conduct in the late Oontinental Oongress. It gives us the greatest 
pleasure to find that our honest endeavours to serve our country on this 
arduous and important occasion have met their approbation,-a reward fully 
ad~uate to our warmest wishes; and the assnrances from the brave and 
spinted people of Augusta that their hearts and hands shall be devoted to 
the support of the measures adopted, or hereafter to be taken, by the Oon
gress for the preservation of American liberty, give us the highest satis
faction, and must afford pleasure to every friend of the just rights of man· 
kind. We cannot conclude without acknowledgments to you, gentlemen, 
for the polite manner in which you have communicated to us the senti
ments of your worthy constitnents, and are their and your obedient, humble 
servants, PEYTON RANDOLPH, 

PATRICK HBNRY, 
RICHARD HENRY LEB, 
RICHARD BLAND, 
GEOROEWASHINOTON 
BENJAMIN HARRISON, 
EDMUND PENDLETON.' 

"The letter of instruction which called forth this correspondence be
ween the delegates from Augusta and these distin~ished statesmen and 
patriots is drawn up in a style so free and easy that we cannot doubt it was 
written by one accustomed to the pen of composition. It breathes so muoh 
of the spirit of troe piety, and of humble dependence on the God of na
tions, that we canuot doubt it was the production of a pious man and a 
minister of God. This man must have been Mr. Balmaine. In this Wf' ''"' 

are still further sustained by the fact that ¥.r. _li!lI'!1Aine.WIll!._the chairma_1! ) 
of the committee appointed to draw it up, and that, while the other mem-
bers were promlDent and influential men in the county, they were yet plaiD 
&rmers and by no means acoustomed to that diplomatic style whioh cha
racterizes tile letter. 

" March 20,1775, just one month after these letters were drawn up, tbe 
Convention met in the Old Ohurch in Riohmond. There it will be seeu, 
hy reference to Wirt's Life of Patrick Henry, pp. 132-136, that all the 
objects desired to be attained by them were adopted, and there the great 
.,aech of Patrick Henry, whioh seemed to set in motion the great baJl of 
the Revolution, was made. 

"From this time Mr. Balmaine laid aaide his peaceful vestments aa a 
minister of God, and went into the army as ohaplain in defence of his 
country." 

VOL. 11.-21 
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l..'he foregoing documents, it is believed, have never been pub
lished in any history or newspaper, and are therefore, as well as on 
acconnt of their intrinsic merits, here inserted. Nor are they in
consistent with the oharacter of these notices, since a minister and 
laymen of the Episoopal Chnroh are so prominent in them. 

"From the commencement of the Revolution onward, until the yeaz 
1781, the doors of the venerable old ohurch in StaDDton remained oloeed. 
We have no information that. its 801emn silence W88 ever broken by the 
voice of any publio speaker. In that year, however, a portion of the 
British army, under the command of Tarleton, drove the Legislatnre from 
its place of meeting in Richmond, first to Charlottesville, and thence to 
this place. And here they held their counsels in the old church, and here 
the proposition W88 made to create a "dictator." Here they remained in 
BeEion undisturbed for about sixteen days, and adjourned to meet in Rich
mond in October following. 

"About the year 1788 the reotorship of the old ohurch W88 in the handa 
of a ~r. Chambers. Who he W88, or how long he remained in the pariah, 
we are nowhere wormed. Tradition ays that, after a short residence in 
this place, he removed to Kent.uoky. 

" Yean rolled on, in whioh a long interval occurred in the rectorabip 
of the pariRh. At length the few friends who had been left from the deso
lations of the Revolution, and from the withering odium whioh had fallen 
on the Church because of its connection with the British Crown, began to 
lift up their heads and to look round with a cautious and timid eye for 
lOme one to minister to them in holy things. At length a good old man, 
moving in the humbler spheres of life, 'remarkable for notbing but his con
sistent and inoffensive piety, presented himself 88 willing to serve them in 
the capacity of God's minister. He had long been a member of the 
Methodist Church, and had there imbibed that spirit of feeling and ardent 
religion which seemed 80 peculiarly to characterise that body of Chrimaoa 
in those dreary days of our Church. Notwithstanding Mr. KiIlJi' (for that 
W88 his name) ro~hneB8 of manners, his meagre education, 1118 Rimplioity 
of intellect, and hIB humble profession 88 a steam-doctor, he W88 taken in 
hand by ~ few friends of the Church, and pushed forward in his laudable 
elrorts. He W88 sent off, with letters of commendation from Judge Archi
bald Stuart and the Hon. John H. Peyton, to Bishop Madison, who or
dained him Deacon and sent him back to read the services and sermons to 
the littlb desolate flock in Staunton. His minist!}' began in the year 1811 
apd closed with his deat~.!~ 1819. That w88 i-long aocTiiDeerle88 da., for 
the Church here. No evidence can be found that she then had a Slagle 
oommDDicaut besides the simple-hearted old Deacon to kneel at her altar. 
So unpopular W88 her cause that none but those whose prinoiples were .. 
true and unbending 88 steel would venture openly to avow themselves her 
friends. An eye-witness of the acene told me that on the oocasion of the 
first. service after Mr. King's return from Williamsburg, the small congre
gation, the feeble and disjointed response, the dampenin~ dreariness of the 
Church, with its old high-baok peWl, and the long, Slngaong, drawling 
tones in which the new deacon attempted to read the service and one of 
Blair's Sermous, presented a IOlemn ludiorousneBB he never before or since 
witneBSed: The congregation, numbering not a dOlen, left the church dis. 
spirited and 88hamed: almost resolved never to repeat the experiment. Mr. 
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King died here, esteemed by aU who knew him for his humble zeal and 
aimple-hearted piety. 

" On the 1st of January, 1820, the Rev. Daniel Stephens, D.D., visited 
the parish, and remained until the following Easter. On Easter Monday, 
the congregation assembled, and elected Vincent Tapp, Chapman John
IOn, John H. Peyton, Briscoe G. Baldwin, Dabney Cosby, William Young, 
Erasmus Stribling, Levi L. Stevenson, Jacob Fackler, Alexander McCaus
land, Armstead M. Mosby, and Nicholas C. Kinney. This vestry hnme
diately 1l8llembled, and passed resolutions highly commendatory of the 
preaching and living of Dr. Stephens, unanimously electing him as 
their rector. These were the props and the pillam of the Churoh in its 
darkest and most trying day. Dr. Stephens laboured and preached with 
a zeal and devotion which secured for him the confidence and love of the 
great mass of his congregation. Under his ministry, the Church was 
IOmewhat revived, and the hearts of its friends cheered. A.t a Convention 
held in Staunton in May, 1824, the number of communicants reported W&II 

fifteen. 
"In 1827, Dr. Stephens removed to the Far West, where he died but 

a few yeam sinee. His ministry was followed in 1881 by the Rev. 
Ebenezer Boyden. In the early part of Mr. Boyden's ministry, the vene
rable old ehuroh was tom down, and a new one erected near its site. The 
latter was ready for use on the 28d of July, 1831. Mr. Boyden continued 
in the parish, with high credit and universal acceptability to his congre
gation, until January, 1838, when he resigned for another field in the 
West. . 

"Nut came tbe Rev. Wm. G. Jackson, who preaohed with BUcoe88 and 
acceptabilit.y in tho· parish for several yeal'8. He was succeeded by the 
Rev. Frederiok D. Goodwin, who continued until 1848, and removed to 
Nelaon county, leaving sixty-two communicanta." 

The present rector entered on his duties in August, 1848. For 
some years past, the desirableness of a new church had been felt, 
and various plans proposed and efforts made in its behalf, the 
minister being very anxious for it. 

II At length, about three yeam ago, an interesting little boy, on whose 
bead scaroe five BUmmer suns had shone, stood at the window of his 
mother's ohamber, just as tho sun was going down, holding somet.hing 
tboughtfully in his hand. Observing his seriousneBS, his mother said to 
him, 'What are you thinking about, my son 7 What are you lookin~ at 
10 eamestly 7' It was a new gold dollar, whioh his father had given hIm. 
His answer was, 'Mother, I am thinking of givin~ my gold dollar to Mr. 
Castleman, to build a new ohurch I have hwd hIm say he would like to 
have.' The mother encou!'&lt8d the thought, and said, ' Well, my son, do 
~ve it. God will bleBS you lor it.' Accordingly, that dollar was wrapped 
m a small paper, wit.h the written request that I would receive it for ihat. 
object. This little event oheered my heart, and caused me to resolve u 
once to move forward with the enterprise. The result is a beautiful church, 
leventy-three feet six inohes by forty-aix feet six inches in the olear, thirty 
feet high, with a tower of eighty feet, and capable of accommodating com· 
fOJ1ably six hundred and fifty persons." 
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The following comnlunication from General Samuel Lewis, of 
Port Republic, Rockingham county, is a suitable sequel to the 
foregoing :-

"Rockingham pariah, Rockingham county, was formed from a part of 
Augusta iu the year 1776. In that portion of Augusta now constituting 
the county and parish of Rockingham, there were two chapels of the Esta
blished Church. One was situated about four miles west of Harrisonburg, 
Dear the present village of Dayton. The families of Smith and Harrison, 
with others of the early settlers in that neighbourhood, were of the Church 
of England. The other chapel was situated about five miles north of Port 
Republic, on the road from that place to Harrisonburg. The early settlen 
on the Shenandoah River near Port Republic were generally of English 
descent, and belonged to the Established Church. John Madison, (Clerk 
of Augusta county, the father of Bishop Madison,) Gabriel Jones, (the 
most distinguished lawyer of his day in the valley,) and Thomas Lewis, 
(who for many years represented Augusta county in the House of Bur
gesses, and WIl1l one of the earliest advocates of American independeDce,) 
had married sisters, (Misses Strother, of Stafford county,) and were among 
the earliest settlers in that neighbourhood. Peachy R. Gilmer, John 
Mackall, of Maryland, and others, soon after settled among them. These 
families were all of the Church of England. The Rev. Alexander BaI
maine for several years officiated at these two chapels, and spent much of 
his time with his parishioners on the Shenandoah. 

"The old chapel near Dayton (a framed wooden building) remained 
standing until within the last twenty or thirty years. During and after 
the war of the Revolution, the services of the Church were discontinued; 
and, after the rise of Methodism in this county, most of the families who 
had formerly worshipped there became Methodists, and this chapel was 
used for many years as a Methodist meeting-house. The property on which 
it stood, after a lapse of years, fell into the hands of a Tunker· family: 
its use as a place of worship had been abandoned by the Methodista, 
and it was finally used as a barn by its Tunker proprietor. But few of 
the descendants of the original worshippers at this chapel now reside 
in its neighbourhood, and but one of them, within the knowledge of the 
writer of this sketch, retains any attachment to the Church of their 
ancestors. 

"The descendants of the Church-of-England settlers in the neighbour
hood of Port RepUblic are many of them now members of the Protestant 
Episcopal ChurcD, but very few of them remain in the neighbourhood. 
One of the sons of Thomas Lewis-the late Charles Lewis, Esq.-inherited, 
and lived, and died upon, the paternal estate. He ever retained his attach
ment to the Church, and several of his descendants are now communicants 
in the church at Port Republic." 

Among those descendants is the author of the foregoing commu
nica.tion, General Samuel Lewis, so often the delegate, not onl1 
w our Diocesan but to our General Conventions. I knew his ex-

-------.-
* A sect of German Christiana. 
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cellent father, Mr. Charles Lewis, well. A truer friend to the 
Church when friends were few, a more perfect gentleman, and a 
worthier citizen, could not be found. I also knew that venerable 
old lady, Mrs. Gabriel Jones. The first visit ever paid to that 
parish was in company with her grandson, Mr. Strother Jones, of 
.frederick, when we saw her in her old age, rejoicing in the prospect 
of the resuscitation of the Churcn of her love. Her large old Prayer
Book is still in the hands of one of her descendants. Her husband, 
Mr. Gabriel Jones, was for a long time so prominent at the bar in 
the valley, that he was called "The Lawyer." His name is on the 
vestry-book of Frederick parish as council for the Church in one 
of her suits. 

THB LEWIS FAMILY. 

Augusta is undoubtedly the county in which something should 
be said of this name, as John Lewis, the father of the numerous 
families of Lewises in Western Virginia, was the great Augusta· 
pioneer in 1720. Whether this family, and other families in Vir
ginia of the same name, are allied by reason of a common origin 
in a foreign land, cannot positively be affirmed; but the same
ness of family names, and oftentimes resemblance of personal ap
pearance and character, are such that many have inferred a common 
origin. Such was the expressed opinion of the late Benjamin 
Watkins Leigh, as of others. Mr. John Lewis, of Augusta, came 
from the county of Dublin, in Ireland, about the year 1720,-hia 
eldest son, Thomas, being bom therein 1718: some ascribe a. Welsh 
origin, and others a Huguenot, to the family. His eldest son, 
Thomas, was a vestryman of the early Church in Augusta, and one 
of the first delegates to one of the first Conventions in Virginia 
after our troubles began. His library was well stored with old 
English theological books; and such was his attachment to the 
Episcopal Church, that in his will he requested that his friend and 
brother-in-law, old Peachy Gilmer, should read the burial-service 
(If the Prayer-Book over his remains, there being no minister in the 
parish at that time. At one time he was in correspondence with 
the Rev. Mr. Boucher in reference to Augusta parish. He was the 
father of the Charles Lewis spoken of above, and grandfather of 
the pre8ent General Lewis, of Port Republic. There were three 
other S<ln8 of the first John Lewis. The second was Andrew Lewis, 
we herQ of Point Pleasant. The third was William, who was also 
a .,.wyman in Augusta, and afterward Mttled at the Sweet 

Digitized by Google 



326 OLD CHURCHES, HINISTBRS, AND 

Springs. The fourth was Oharles, who was killed by the Indiana 
m the battle of Point Pleasant. Such is the information 1 received 
from one of the family, who speak of only four 80n8. Howe in 
his book on Virginia, and Charles Oampbell after him, speak of 
two others. They say that all six of the brothers, under the com· 
mand of Samuel, the oldest, were with Washington at Braddock's 
defeat. 
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ARTICLE LXXVll. 

OIa"rc1&ea in Wuten. Virginia.-Bt. Pa"r, and at. John'" Brook.! 
O1untg. 

WE introduce our notices of the churches in Western VirginIa 
by the following passage from a sketch of Western Virginia., by the 
Rev. Dr. Doddridge, whose ministry will be duly noticed:-

" The Episcopal Church, whioh ought to have been foremost in gathel· 
ing their scattered flocks, have been the last and done the least of any 
Christian oommunity in the evangelical work. Taking the Western oountry 
in its whole extent, at least one-half of its pOJlulation was originally of 
Episcopalian parentage; but, for want of a mlnistry or their own, they 
have assooiated with other communities. They had no alternative but that 
of ohanging their profession or living and dying without the ordinances 
of religion. It can be no subjeot of regret that those ordinances were 
placed within their reach by other hands, whilst they were withheld by 
those by whom, as a matter of right and duty, they ought to have been 
given. One single cAorepiM:optU, or suft'ragan Bishop, of a faithful spirit, 
who, twenty yean ago, should have 'ordained them elden in every place' 
where t.hey were needed, wonld have been the instrument of forming 
Episcopal oon~gations over a great extent ·of oountry, and whioh, by 
this time, would have become large, numerous, and respectable; but the 
opportunity was neglected, and the consequent 1088 to this Church is 
irreparable. 

"So total a negleot of the spiritual interests of 80 many valuable people, 
for 80 great a length of time, by a minist~ 80 near at hand, is a slDgular 
and unp.recedented fact in ecolesiastioal h18tory, the like of which never 
occurred before. 

" It seems to me that if the twentieth part of their number of Christian 
people of any other community had been placed in Siberia, and dependent 
on any other ecclesiastical authority in this oountry, that that authority 
would have reaohed them many yeara ago with the ministration of the Gospel. 
With the earliest and most numerous Episcopacy in America, not one of 
the Eastern Bishops has yet crossed the Alleghany Mountains, although 
the dioceses of two of them comprehended lArge tracts of country on the 
western side of the mountains. It is hoped that the future diligence of 
this oommunity will make up in 80me degree for the negligence of the 
past. 

"There is still an immense void in this oountry, whioh it is their duty to 
611 up. From their respectability, on the ground of antiquity, among the 
Reformed Churches, the scienoe of their patriarchs, who have been the 

.lights of the world,-from their number and great rescurces even in 
Amerioa,--she ought to hasten to fulfil the just expectations of her own 
tMOple as well as those of other communities, in oontributing her full shano 
.., the scienoe, piety, and oiviliption of our country. . 
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"From the wbole of our ecclesiastical history, it appears that, with the 
exoeption of the Episcopal Church, all our religious communities ha .... 
done well for their country." 

Without questioning the perfect sincerity and honest zeal of Dr. 
Doddridge in this severe criticism, or desiring to apologize for what 
was blameworthy in the Episcopal Church in regard to the W e8~ 
we think that truth and justice require some modification of the 
sentence. We cannot assent to the fact that one-half of the Western 
population was originally of Episcopal parentage. We must remem
ber that even Maryland had a large proportion of Romanists, 
as well as other Protestant denominations besides the Episcopal. 
North of this there was searce any Episcopalians from the first set
tlement of the country. A short time before the war, Bishop White 
was the only Episcopal minister in Pennsylvania. The emigl'&llta 
from all the Northern States, beginning with Pennsylvania, were 
not of Episcopal parentage. Although Episcopalians abounded 
from the first in Virginia and the Carolinas, yet it should be re
membered that, of the emigrants to the West, immense numbers-
far the larger part-had renounced the Episcopal Church before 
their removal, and only carried with them bitter hatred toward it. 
I am satisfied that not a tenth part of those who have left the 
Eastern for the Western States were Episcopalian at their removal : 
perhaps a much smaller proportion would be a correct estimate. 
Soon after the issue of Dr. Doddridge's book,-perha.ps forty yean 
ago,-I prepared something on this subject and offered it for pub
lication. 

Owing to various circumstances in her history, the Episcopal 
Church may be regarded as the last of all the. Churches in our 
land wbich began the work of evangelizing. Her race only com
menced after the Revolution. All that was done before proved but; 
a hinderance to her. All other denominations were in active opera.
tion long before, and were so prejudiced against her as not to be 
willing to have her as a co-worker with them. Instead, therefore, or 
the advantages possessed by the Episcopal Church for establishing 
herself in the West being greater than those of other Churches, they 
w"re lesB, wbether we consider the Bishops and clergy at her com
mand, or the difficulty of the work to be done, by reason of existing 
prejudices. Justice to the memory of our fathers requires this 
statement. That of Dr. Doddridge has often bean quoted without 
due consideration. 

We must, however, do the justice to Dr. Doddridge to say that, if 
1II'e had had many such laborious ministers as himself, the West would 
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have been far better supplied with Episcopal churches and ministra
tions than it h8.8 been. And yet truth requires us to admit, whaL 
will soon appear, that even his zealous labours have not been fol
lowed by all the results which we could desire, by reason of the 
numerous opposing influences with which he and the Church had 
to contend. Nothing that I could draw from any documents or 
record, or from living witnesses, could so interest the reader 8.8 the 
following sketch of Dr. Doddridge's life and labours, from the pen 
of a friend, and I therefore adopt it :-

It The following artiole, with some slight alterations, was sent to me as • 
friend of the late Rev. Dr. Doddridge, by the Hon. Thomas Soott, of Chi)
lioothe. The writer was among the early settlers of the Northwest Terri
tory,-was Seoretary to the Convention whioh framed the Constitution of 
the State of Ohio, and has since held important and responsible offices 
under its government. He is now far advanced in life, and emplo}!! a 
still vigorous intellect in throwing together for publication his remuns-
oenoes of early associations and bygone days. D. 

"RemifliBcenca 0/ the firlt Minister 0/ tM Proee.tant Epi.copal Churc1a 
101&0 adventured into the Wilderneu Regiom 0/ Welten& Virgiflia and 
EaatM'n Ohio,-the late Rev. Dr. Joaeph Doddridge, 0/ WelUburg, BroolDa 
Oounty, Virginia. 
"Presuming that but few of the present members of the Episcopal 

Chnroh in the now flourishing diocese in this State are aware that it was 
owing, in a great measure, to the early labours and indefatigable exertions 
of the individual above named that an Episcopate was obtained in Ohio, we 
feel persuaded that a few brief reminiscences connected with his self-deny
ing aDd persevering efforts for the establishment in the West of the Church 
of his fathers will not be unacceptable at the present period: indeed, as 
the early and intimate friend of this pioneer-herald of the CroHS"in our 
Western borders, we deem it but a measure of justice to the memory of 
a maD who, for a series of years, laboured in the good cause single-handed 
and almost without remuneration. We shall, however, only advert to his 
labours in general, not having at hand the data to enable us to do 80 in 
detail. 

" M, first acquaintance with the subjeet of this notice commenced in 
1788, In Hampshire county, Virginia. He was then about nineteen yean 
of age, and a successful and highly-esteemed labourer among the Wesleyan 
Methodists, in connection with whom he continued several years. Being 
recalled from his field of labour to the paternal mansion, in Western Penn
sylvania, by the sudden decease of his father, in consequence of which 
event. the younger members of the faDlily-Qf whom he was the eldest
were placed in circumstances requiring for a time his personal supervision, 
the youthful itinerant felt it to be his duty to resign his oharge, and, in 
conformity with the last wish of his deceased parent,-who had appointed 
him. the executor of his will,-to apply himself to the settlement of his 
estate. 

" This accomplished, he found himself in possession of sufficient meau 
to enable him to prosecute his education, whioh as yet was limited, 
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owin~ to the few facilities for obtaining one afforded by thelr wildelne&ll 
locatIon. 

"Accompanied by his youn~r and only brother, Philip,-who subse
quently became eminent in Virginia as a lawyer and legislator, dying, 
while a member of Congress, in Washington City, in 18SS,-he entered 
Jefferson Academl' Canonsburg, Pennsylvania, they being among the tim 
students at that pioneer literary institution, in what was at that period, in 
the transmontane States, denominated the' Far West.' 

"The W esleyans having now laid aside the Prayer-Book or ritual en
joined to be used on OCcasioDB of public worship by the founder of their 
lOOiety, the Rev. John Wesley,--a formula which Dr. Doddridge's judg
ment sanctioned as being not only beautifully appropriate but highly edi
fying,-he did uot therefore resume his connection with them after his 
return from college, but diligently applied himself to an examination of 
the claims of the Protestant Episcopal Church, of which his parents had 
been members prior to their removal to the West. Suftice it to say, this 
examination resulted in a determination to offer himself a candidate for 
Orders in that Church. Early in the year 1792, he received ordination 
at the hands of the Right Rev. William White, of Philadelphia, soon after 
which he located temporarily in Western Pennsylvania, but in the course 
of a few years settled permanently in Charlestown, now Wellsburg, in 
Brooke county, Virginia. 

"At this'early period of the settlemeut of the country, the greater portion 
of the population of Western Virginia and Pennsylvania consisted of 
emigrants from Maryland and Virginia, where many of thenl had been 
attached to the Mother-Church; hence the advent of a preacher of their 
own denomination was hailed by them as an auspici01:1S event, filling t.heir 
hearts with gladness. He was everywhere greeted with kindness, cheered 
and encouraged in his labours by the presence of large and attentive con
gregations; albeit in most. places where they assembled for public worship 
their only canopy was the umbrageous trees of the unbroken forest, whose 
solemn silence was, for the time-being. rendered vocal by their devotioDB. 

"D.uring the year 179S, I occasionally attended the ministrations of 
this zealous advocate for the cause of Christ, at. West Liberty, then the 
seat of justice for Ohio county, Virginia, and the residence of many re
spectable and influential families. At this place divine service was held 
in the court-house. Although still a young man, Dr. Doddridge was an 
able minister of the New Covenant. When preaching, there was nothing 
either in his language or manner that savoured of pedantry or awkward
ness; yet he did not p088e88 that easy graceful action which is often met 
with in speakers in every other respect his inferiors; but this apparent 
defect was more than compensated by the arrangement of his subject, the 
purity of his style, the selection and appropriateness of hi:! figures, and 
the substance of his discourses. He was always listened to with pleasure 
and edification, commanding the attention of his hearers not so much by 
brilliant flights of imagination and rhetorical flourishes, as by the solidity 
of his arguments and his lucid exhibition of the important truths which 
he presented for their deliberate consideration. 

" In person he was tall and well proportioned, walking very erect. He 
possessed fine colloquial powers, was social, an agreeable companion, anel 
highly esteemed by those who knew him on account of his pl&ln, unosten
tatious manners, courteous deme,\oour, and rigid devotion to duty. 

"The first Episcopal church ir Western Virginia, if I remember rightly, 
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oalled Bl. John's, was erected in 1792-98, in a country parish, a few miles 
distant from the residence of Dr. Doddridge, whose pastoral conncotions 
with it, I have been informed, continued for nearly thirty ,ears, when 
declining health compelled him to dissolve it. At no great d18tance from 
St. John's, and occupied by the same pastor, another edifice, also in Vir
ginia, WlIS erected at a very early period, the name of which I cannot now 
recollect. 

"In the course of a few years after he took up his abode in Virginia, 
many families reared in the Episcopal Church removed from the older 
States and settled west of the Ohio River, where they were as sheep in a 
wildemess without a shepherd. To those of them within a convenient dis
tance from his residenoe he made frequent visitations, holding eervice in 
temples not made with hands but by the Great Architect of nature. 

" We have. been credibly infofUled that Dr. Doddrid~ was the first 
Christian minister who proclaimed the Gospel of salvation in the now 
flourishing town of Steubenville, in this State, and that some years 
previous to the olose of the last century he officiated there monthly, the 
place at that time containing but, a few log cabins and a portion of 'Fort 
Steuben.' 

"The parish of St. James, on Cross Creek, in Jefferson county, was 
early formed by him, and was for many years under his pastoral charge. 
At St. Clairsville, Belmont county, he had a congregation and church, the 
pulpit of which he occupied from time to time until another pastor could 
be obtained. Occasionally his missionary excursions included Morristown, 
Cambridfze, and Zanesville. 

"In the autumn of 1815, this untiring apostle of the Church, with a 
view of preparing the way for future missionaries, made a tour through 
part of Ohio, coming as far west as this city,-Chillicothe,-preaching in 
thl! intermediste towns and ascertaining where Episcopaleervices would be 
acceptable. He was, I think, the first regularly-ordained clergyman of 
that Church who officiated in our place, which he did severul times during 
his stay amon~ us. 

" In VirginlB at a very early period he held religious services at Charles
town, Grave Creek, and Wheebng. At the latter place was quite anum· 
ber of Episcopalians, whom he frequently visited, keeping them together 
until the arrival of that pious and devoted servant of God, the Rev. John 
Armstrong, their first resident pastor. 

"From the time of his ordination, he made it a practice to visit and 
preach wherever he could find a few who desired to be instructed in the 
faith of their fathers. These efforta to collect and keep within the fold 
of the Church the scattered sheep of the flock imposed uJlOn him the ne
cessity of traversing a wide extent of country, which, belDg but sparsely 
settled, was poorly provided with roads; consequently, all his journeys had 
to be performed on horseback. 

"In labours this Christian minister was most abundant, sustained under 
lheir performance by the approbation of his own conscience and the long
deferred hope that the time was not far distant when Episcopalians in the 
Adantic States-to whom, through letters to several of their Bishops and 
otherwise, he made request and eamest appeals in behalf of a field already 
white for the harvest-would awake from their apathy to a lively con
lOiousness of the imperative duty of making the long-neglected West a 
;.heatre for missionary exertion. 

"Some years subsequent to his entrance into the ministry of the Pro 
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testant Episcopal Church, he found it necessary, in order to meet the Wllnts 
of an increasing family, to combine with his clerical profession one that 
would be more lucrative in a new and sparsely-aettled country: he aecord
ingly studied medicine, completing his courae under Dr. Benjamin Rush, 
in the Medical Institute of Philadelphia. To the avails of the latter pro
fession ·he was mainly indebted for means to rear and educate a large Camily 
of children. 

" His life was one of close application and incessant toil; but his health 
eventually failed, and an asthmatic disease, with which in his later years 
he was sorely amicted, in a great measure impaired his ability for useful
ness. In the fan of 1824 he attended a Convention of his Church holden 
in this city, but he appeared greatly enfeebled. In the course of the 
succeeding summer, he spent some weeks here in the Camily of a beloved 
aiater, Mrs. N. Reeves, hoping, though vainly, that a cessation from labour, 
change of air and acene, would in some measure renovate his exhausted 
energies. During this period the friendship of our youthful days and the 
remembrance of former years revived. He often visited me at my own 
domicile, where we held free converae and communion together, and I 
found him the same cheerful, agreeablc companion as in days 'lan~ syne.' 
Nothing ever occurred to mar our friendly intercoul'lle or to dimin18h our 
kindly regards for each other. But he is' taken from our midst; his dis
encumbered spirit has been called to its reward by the Great Head of the 
Church. 

" Finding that neither travelling nor rest availed to arrest the progress 
of disease, my friend returned to his home and Camily in Virginia, as he 
emphatically said, 'to die among his own people.' He lingered in much 
bodily -miction till November, 1826, wheu, strong in the faith which he had 
preached, in the fifty-eighth year of his age, his sufferings were terminated 
by death, to him a most welcome messenger. 

"Of the published writings of the Rev. Dr. Doddridge, his' Notes on 
the Settlement and Indian WarB, together with a View of the State of 
Society, Manners, Customs, &c., of the Early Settlers of the Western 
Country,' is the principal. 

"This graphic picture of pioneer scenes, manners, customs, and events, 
is peculiarly interesting as well as valuable on account of its fidelity,-it 
belDg the result of the writer's personal experience and observation. The 
work was undertaken by its author not only for the purpose of preserving 
the facts therein recorded, but also with a view of enabling those who 
come after him properly to estimate the advantages of F.Bition in a oivil. 
ized and refined state of society, by contrasting them With those poesesaed 
by their forefathers in the Western regions. THOMAS SOOTT. 

"CUILLIOOTHB, Ro88 OOUJlTY, 01110, June 26, 1855." 

To the foregoing we add a few things which we received from 
those who knew him as the minister in Brooke county. He preached 
at four places in that county, two of which are now occupied by 
Presbyterians and Methodists. The other two were Wellsburg 
and the neighbourhood where St. John's Church now stands. 
Although he was followed by that most zealous and popular man, 
the Rev. Mr. Armstrong, still it was found impractie.a.ble to sustain 
congregations in all of them. Dr. Doddridge died in the year 
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1826, in his fifty-eighth year. He was buried in a nult under his 
own house, near Wellaburg, but afterward removed to a publip. 
burying-ground. 

The Rev. Mr. Armstrong, from Wheeling, preached much and 
zealously to the congregations after Dr. Doddridge's death, as did 
also his son at a subsequent period. The Rev. Mr. Wheat, of 
Wheeling, who was the immediate successor of the elder Armstrong, 
also laboured for them. After some time, the Rev. Mr. Skull was 
sent as a. missionary to Brooke county. He was followed by the 
Rev. Mr. Harrison in the same capacity. The Revs. Mr. Goodwin, 
Hyland, and Tompkins followed in succession. The Rev. Mr. 
Christian is the present minister. During the intervals of minis
terial supply, which have been very considerable, the RE'v. Dr. 
Morse, of Steubenville, Ohio, has most kindly and laboriously 
served the people of St. John's, for which he is most justly very 
dear to them. Three churches have been put up in St. John's 
parish on the same site,-the first of log, the second of framework, 
and the last of brick,-the last being consecrated in 1850. There 
has always been a considerable congregation at St. John's, and I 
have ever been delighted to find myself in the midst of that plain, 
unpretending, hospitable, and zealous congregation of people, 
devoted to the true principles of the Gospel and worship of our 
Church. 

In Wellsburg, which is about seven miles from St. John's, on the 
Ohio River, the congregation is small. They have a neat brick 
church, which was built some years since, almost entirely at the 
expense of two brothers, John and Danford Brown. The former 
has gone to his rest. The latter still lives and hopes for better 
times to the church of his atrections. 

To these notices of the Church in Brooke county, I subjoin an 
extract from a pamphlet which I had occasion to publish some years 
since, when the question of forming a separate diocese in Western 
Virginia was considered. In discussing it I was led to consider the 
real condition of that part of the State, which unfitted it for the 
support of a separate organization at that time. The following is, 
I believe, a true account of it:-

" Those who would see the main causea of the feeble condition of the 
Episcopal Church in Western Virginia, and of the diffioulties in the way 
of ita speedy progress, under any helps that can be brought to bear upon 
it, must coDBider the history of Westero Virginia, and the peculiarity of 
her condition, b, comparison with other portions of our land, similar 81 
to soil and positIon. Take, for instance, Ohio and Western Pennsylvania, 
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lying on two sides of Westem Virginia. While the latter (Western Vir. 
ginia) is more billy and mountainous, and less attraclive on tbat account 
to the emigrant, she has also had other obstacles to settlement and im
provement, which have left her far behind the former two. In the first 
place, tho uusettled condition of her land-titles continues to this day to 
present most seric..us difficulties in the way of sale to those who would form 
suoh lDaterials as might be moulded into Episcopal congregations. An
other obstacle to the settlement of Western Virginia is the fact of ita 

'being part of a slave-bolding State. This has prevented ilDmense num
bers from the North from choosing this as their home. while, on the other 
band, the fact of the contiguity of Western Virginia to the froe States, fur
nishing a facility for the escape of slaves, has prevented Eastern Vir
ginians from settling there. Episcopal families for a long period of thne 
have in great numbers been passin~ by or through Westem Virginia, and 
have formed the basis of churches 10 the South or Southwest. Compara
tively few have settled in Western Virginia. The few are indeed the 
chief materials out of which our churches are composed. The caU8ef! 
above-mentioned have mainly produced the immense difference betweeD 
the present condition of Ohio, Westem Pennsylvania, and Western Vir
ginia. While the two former have their foresta cleared, their lands well 
cultivated and covered with comfortable dwellings and farm-hou8e8,-while 
they abound in flourishing villages and even large towns, and churches and 
schools and colleges,-it is quite othorwise with the latter. A large pro
portion of her bigh hills and mountains are still covered with dense forests. 
Her villages and towns are few and small,-some not increasing at all, 
others but slowly. Immense bodies of her lands are owned by non-residents, 
being only inhabited by those who have no inducements to improve them, 
and who only seek to gain, during their uncertain residence, just what is 
necessary for the sustenance of life. On my recent visit, I passed through 
four tracts of fifty thousand acres each, owned by four different individuals, 
who were non-residents. These, I am told, are only a few of many large 
unimproved tracts: hundreds of thousands of acres can be bought at the 
low prioe of from twenty-five oents (perhaps less) to one dollar per acre, 
and of good land too, which will one day, though a distant one, be covered 
with flocks and berds. Of oourse, as villages and towns in the interior 
are for the most part sustained by the surrounding country, if this be uo
onltivated, or does not flourish, those cannot inorease greatly. That; 
Western Virginia has, on her surface aod within her bosom, the materials 
of great wealth and improvement, oone' can doubt. I have ever believed 
and said that at some future day she would be one of the most interesting 
and desirable portions of our oountry. Tbe improvements in the roads, 
already made from Winchester, Staunton, and other places, to the Ohio 
River, have done something for the comfort of the traveller and the im
provement of the oountry; but it is only neoessary to travel these roads in 
order to see in how wild and uncultivated a condition large portions of 
Westem Virginia still are; while those who traverse it on horseback, b1 
the cro88-routes, will see a far more rugged state of things. The Balti
more and Ohio Railroad will do much for certain portions of Westem Vir
ginia; and the Central Railroad, if pursued, as we, trust it may be, will do 
much for some other portions. There will also be a general, though it 
cannot be a rapid, improvement throughout the greater part of this region. 
Still, however, the causes mentioned above will continue for a long time 
to operate. The slave-holder from Eastern Virginia and elsewhere will 
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Dot cbl M this increasingly-unsafe position for his slave-property. The 
Northe'"l man, who still cherishes strong opposition to ilavery, will not 
come WIlere it oists, nor would he be welcomed there; for in no part of 
Virgin .. is the opposition stronger to any thing savouring of abolitionism 
Still, It is our duty, as I have often said privately, publicly, and officially, 
not only diligently to cultivate the places already opened to us, tend the 
little Hocks already gathered, search for wandering sheep among the hills 
and mountains, but be ever ready to occupy any new positions, sucb. a.~ 
Fairmont and FellowsviUe, which shall from time to time present them
selves. If we cannot do aU that we would, let 118 do all that we can. But 
it is best to think BOberly, and not deceive ourselves with false calculations. 
Even Western Pennsylvania, though having more ministers and churches 
than Western Virginia, has but few by comparison with her agricultural 
and other improvements, and b, comparison with Ohio and other parts of 
our colfntry. The cause of thIS may be found chiefly in the character of 
the population which first took possession of it, and still holds possesaion, 
and whioh was and is averse to the Episcopal Church. The same may be 
said (If the population of Western Virginia. Though for the most part of a 
clliFemnt kind from that which first established itself in Western Ponnsyl
vaniL it was not and is not favourable material for the Episcopal Church, u 
past p.xperience has shown. Western VirginiP was doubtless settled chiefly 
from Eastern Vi~inia. Those who moved from the valley were not Epis
copalians, for it IS well known that the GermaDs and Scotch-Irish took 
possession of the valley at an early period, and that the Episcopal Churoh 
had scarcely an existence there until a very late period. Those who emi
grated from Eastern Virginia were chiefly of that class who had deserted 
the Episcopal Church and been en~ in a violent hostility to it, and 
carried with them and transmitted to their ohildren nothing but prejudice 
against it,-which prejudice has been cherished ever since by their re
ligious teachers. But, even if such prejudice has not been, BO many 
generations have sinoe grown up in utter ignorance of our Church, that in 
the great body of the people of Western Virginia there is no tendency to 
it, but the reverse. That the service of our Church is most admirably 
adapted to the edification of the poor and labouring man, I firmly believe 
and often delight to aftirm; but the difficulties in the way of getting such 
to make trial of it are BO great, b, reason of their partiality to other d. 
nominations, and various other olrCumstances, that "hitherto all the effoN 
to induce them BO to do, whethe~ in Virginia or eJs.swhere, have been of 
little avail." 
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ARTICLE LXXVIII. 

ala_rcA" m Wlteeling, Fairmont, (}lark,bu.rg, Wutoft, Buckatt-. 

THB Rev. Joseph Doddridge was the first Episcopal minister, it is 
believed, who officiated in Wheeling. Residing in Wellsburg, he occa
sionally visited the few Episcopal families then in Wheeling; bnt 
there was no organization until the 11th of May, 1819. Thts is to 
be ascribed to a visit of Bishop Chase, at whose instance it doubtless 
took pla.ce. The organization was with the title of " St. Matthew's 
Church, Wheeling." The persons composing the first association 
were as follows:-John Armstrong, Jr., W. T. Good, W. Gray, T. 
H. Armstrong, JoshuaMorton,J.Good, W. Perrine, Richard Simms, 
P. Ray, J. C. Williams, Josiah Chapline, J. Wilson, Jr.,W. Chapline, 
Jr., P. Bier,S. Scovill, T. M. Cowles, C. D. Knox, J. M. Smith, B. 
C. Thompson, Moses Shepherd, Moses W. Chapline, H. Thornbury, 
John EofF, Samuel Chamberlain. A vestry being appointed, we find 
that the Rev. John Armstrong, from MarylaLd, was chosen the first 
minister. In the year 1821, Mr. Noah ZlI.D.e presented a lot for an 
Episcopal church. On the 9th of May, 1821, the corner-stone of 
St. Matthew's Church was laid by the order of Masons,-the Rev. 
Mr. Armstrong delivering a sermon and the Rev. Dr. Doddridge an 
oration. In the fall of that year it was ready for divine servioa. 
Mr. Armstrong's labours continued for seven years, at the end of 
which time he died and was buried in the church. He was an 
honest, zealous, laborious, and faithfnl minister. At the building 
of the new church his remains were removed to it and now rest 
beneath its chancel. His son-the Rev. William Armstrong
was elected to fill the vacancy, but declined, and recommended the 
Rev. Thomas Wheat, who was chosen. In 1832, the Rev. Mr. 
Wheat resigned, and the Rev. Wm. Armstrong, being again elected, 
became the minister of St. Matthew's Church. The congregation so 
increased under his care that it became necessary to build a larger 
house. The present one was consecrated by myself on the 26th of 
October, 1837. In the year 1849, the question of dividing the 
diocese of Virginia having been agitated in the western part of the 
State, and being brought before the vestry, it was decided by .. 
lUlanimous vote to be inexpedient. In the year 1853. the Rev. 
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Mr. Perkins was appointed assistant to the Rev. Mr. Armstrong. 
In the following year Mr. Armstrong resigned. The vestry and 
congregation were so unwilling to part with one who had faithfully 
served them for nearly one-quarter of a century, that earnest efforts 
were made to prevent his removal from Wheeling or the vicinity; 
and, had he consented, provision would ha.ve been made for his sup
port without the performance of the usual ministerial services; but 
he felt it his duty to return and spend his remaining days in a small 
parish in Maryland, which he had served during the first thirteen 
years of his ministry The Rev. Mr. Perkins was therefore chosen 
&8 his suocessor, and still continues to be the pastor of St. Mat
thew's Church. 

Lilt 0/ the Yelt~n 0/8t. Matthew', (}AurcA. 
John Good, Richard Simms, Wm. Chapline, Jr., S. Soovill,J.O. Wil

liams, Noah Zane, W. Chapline, Sen, Alexander Caldwell, Josiah Chap. 
line, Eli B. Swearingen, Moses Shepherd, Richard Lane, Peter GarnaU, 
Patrick Roy, Joseph Caldwell, Jas. Tanner, Edmund I. Lee, Jr., Dr. 
Morton, W. H. Heiskell, John F. Clark, Major Good, Z. B. Curtis, F. 
Bassett, John Robinson, W. T. Selby, H. D. Brown, W. B. Atterbury, 
C. T. Strong, Alexander T. Laidley, Morgan Nelson, Samuel Neil, Alfred 
Richardson, A. P. Woods, Alexander Caldwell, J. L. Newby,J. R. Greer, 
W. K. Linsay, George Armstrong, S. Brady, R. C. Bonham, G. C. Tingle, 
M.O.Good. 

Of the high respectability of the above body of vestrymen, under 
whose guardianship the Episcopal Church in Wheeling has so emi
nently flourished, the citizens of Wheeling, during the term of their 
service, would, I doubt not, bear a strong and willing testimony. 
Some of them were, and others still are, personally known to me. 
Of those who were known to me on earth, and whom I hope to 
know again in a higher sphere, and who are specially noticed and 
honoured on the· records, I may be permitted to mention the names 
of ~Ca~w.eIJ and Richard Simms. The latter I knew from 
the year 1820 to the time of his death,-a few years since,-and 
knew him. always as the same active, useful vestryman, and con
sistent Christian. He helped to build the first church in Wheeling, 
when it was in the midst of the woods. He loved, like David, to be 
a doorkeeper in the house of the Lord, though from first to last he 
was the chief churchwarden. Providence permitted him to expe
rience great reverses during his earthly pilgrimage, but, through 
grace, he knew how to abound and how to sufFer need. One thing 
be did not know, and that was to be idle and dependent. When,in 
extreme old age, he was deprived of all earthly property, but when 
both the church and the town would have felt honoured in making 
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provision for him, he could not endure the thought of being unem
ployed, but obtained the place of toll-keeper on the great turnpike
road from eut to west, a few miles from Wheeling, and there, with 
his old and ezcellent companion, who yet survives him, spent the 
evening of his days,-etill turning the curse into a blessing, and by 
the sweat of his brow making an honest livelihood. Mr. Simma 
was a native of Maryland, moved to Wheeling in 1816, was married 
by Dr. Doddridge, died in Triadelphia in March, 1854. His re
mains were brought to Wheeling, and into the church, and from 
thence to the East Wheeling Cemetery. JJtdge Caldwell was a 
man of high character and standing in every position in society, but 
above all was an humble Christian. Whenever the Holy Communion 
is administered, the pastor and the people partake of the emblema 
of the Saviour's body and blood from a rich service of plate, COlt

ing, according to the vestry-book, the sum of three hundred dollars, 
a present from Mr. Joseph Caldwell, the brother of Judge Caldwell. 

ST. JOHN'S OHURCH, BAST WBBBLIN8. 

The following account of it has been furnished me by one who 
is fully acquainted with its history. St. John's parish, Wheeling, 
was organized in the year of our Lord 1849. Previous to that 
time St. Matthew's parish embraced the whole of the city of Wheel
ing, and was the only Episcopal church in Ohio county. 

The location of the church-building was at an inconvenient 
distance from the residences of a portion of the congregation. 
This, together with the rapid increase of the population and business 
of the city, demanded the formation of a new parish. Moved by 
these consideratious, and an earnest desire to extend the influence 
and benefits of the Church, the Rev. William Armstrong, rector of 
St. Matthew's Church, on the 81st of July, 1849, called a meeting 
of his vestry for the purpose of considering the propriety and ell:
pediency of erecting a church and forming another congregation 
in the southern part of the city. The vestry, in pursuance of said 
call, met on the second day of August, 1849. The followiDg are 
the proceedings of the vestry at said meeting, so far as they relate 
to a division of the parish:-

"The l"'tition of Robert C. Woods and others upon the subjeot of a new 
1IU'iah belDg the first buain818 before the meeting, Mr. Brad,. offered the 
following paper :-'A communication from Robert C. Woods, Beve~e M. 
EofF, and Henry Tallant,---oommittee,-'W88 presented and read, si . • 
.. the neoeeaary means had been raised for the suppot:f; of a minister 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 8 new pariah which it is propoeed to 
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organise within the city, and asking 'be asaent of iIle reotor, wardens, and 
Teltlyoftbisoburcb to suob organization.' Whereupon it was unanimously 
ordered, tbat tbe assent desired be and the same is bereby cordially given, 
aDd that tbe new pariah embrace witbin ita limits all BOuill of Wheeling 
Creek. 

"Ruolwd, Moreover, tbat this vestry would bumbly invoke God'. bl ... 
ing upon the organ_ion contemplated in iIle communioation tbis day 
submiited." 

Having obtained the consent of th.- vestry of St. Matthew's 
Church, and being favoured with the heal ty support and sympathy 
of the respected and beloved rector, the committee promptly called 
a meeting of such of the citizens of South Wheeling as were favour
able to the formation of a parish of the Church in that part of the 
city. At the meeting 80 called, the rector of St. Matthew's Church 
was present, and, in remarks appropriate and impressive, explained . 
the object of the meeting. After which, suitable measures were 
adopted for the complete organization of the new parish, and pro
vision made for the erection of a building for the services of the 
Church. 

On the 6th of August, 1849, the Rev. Jas. D. McCabe was invited 
to take charge of the parish as rector thereof, which invitation was 
accepted on the 24th of the following month. The rector-elect did 
not, however, enter upon the duties of bis office until January, 1850. 

On the 8th of February, 1850, the building erected by the con
gregation was sufficiently near completion to be used, and the pul}lit 
was, for the first time, occupied on that day by the Rev. Mr. Arm
strong. The services were conducted by the rector, assisted by 
the Rev. William L. Hyland. The organization of the parish was 
sanctioned and confirmed by the Convention of the Diocese of Vir
ginia, in May, 1850, as "St. John's Parish, Wheeling." ThE' church
edifice-which had been erected and completed by the congregation
was consecrated to the service of Almighty God, by the Rt. Rev. John 
Johns, A88istant Bishop of Virginia, on the lat of November, 1850. 

The Rev. Dr. McCabe laboured profitably and acceptably to the 
congregation until the 8th of January, 1856, when he removed to" 
Baltimore, as associate rector of St. Paul's Church, in that city. 

The following is part of the proceedings of the vestry of St. Jobn's 
parish at the meeting called to act upon the resignation of the 
ractorship of the parish by the Rev. Dr. McCabe. This resolution 
wu adopted unanimously, and heartily concurred in by every mem
ber of the congregation :-

" RuolHd, That iIle BAlv. JamesD. MoCabe, D.D., bas by courtesy anel 
kindn..., by purity of life and doctrine, and by tbe faithful disohara of 

Digitized by Google 



340 'OLD OHUROHBS, MINISTERS, AND 

dutiee pertaining to his holy office, secured the lote and confidence of huI 
people." 

The Rev. George K. Warner was elected rector of the parisb iD 
January, 1856, and took charge of the congregation on the 16th 
of March following. St. John's parish was established upon the free
seat system, which has been found to work satisfactorily. The 
rector's salary is provided for by the voluntary subscription of the 
members. The incidental expenses, &c. are met by weekly collec
tions at the Sunday morning services. The parish has a commodious 
and convenient dwelling-house, erected in 1855 expressly for the 
use of the rector. 

St. John's parish has at this time (February, 1857) eighty-six 
communicants. The Sunday-school connected with the parish is in 
a tlourishing condition, and, under the judicious care and manage
ment of the rector, proves an important a.uxiliary to the Church. 

I must add to the above, for the encouragement of others to go 
and do likewise, that the rectory mentioned above, and which cost 
three or four thousand dollars, was at the sole expense of a very 
few zealous individuals. May they be rewarded for it by alwaya 
having a faithful minister of God to occupy it ! 

THE OHURCH IN CLARKSBURG. 

The first missionary movement in our diocese was in behalf o? 
Western Virginia, by the association in the valley, composed of the 
ministers in Frederick, Jeft'erson, and Berkeley, in the early part 
of the ministry of the Rev. Benjamin Allen, Mr. Bryan, B. B. Smith, 
Enoch Lowe, and the author of these pages. The first missionary 
sent into Western Virginia was the Rev. Wm. F. Lee, and the first 
point to which he went was Clarksburg and the next Morgantown. 
(n each of these places he preached repeatedly and acceptably and 
did his duty faithfully as a pioneer and explorer. He was soon 
followed by his relative,-tbe Rev. Charles Henry Page,-who imi
tated his example in all things. The first eft'ort of a more perma.
nent character was made by the Rev. Mr. Ward. In a letter from 
a friend in Clarksburg, he thus speaks of this eft'ort:-" Mr. Ward 
eame here in the fall of 1884 or 1885. At first he was the inmate 
of the family of Mr. Trapnall, a firm friend of the Church. Mr. 
Trapnall dyiIlg, Mr. Ward abode the remainder of his time with 
Mr. Richard ])espard, a devoted friend of the Church from the ,ld 
country. I have been informed that Mr. Ward succeeded in awaken-
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lng considerable interest among the friends of the Church,-that}WI 
Sabbath-school was flourishing, and his public services well sus
tained." The same friend continues :-" Mr. Ward was succeeded 
by the Rev. Mr. McMechin, about the year 1840. He had pre
viously been in the Methodist ministry. You are well acquainted 
with the course pursued by him and with the unhappy termination 
of his ministry." The foregoing remark requires explanation. Other 
records of the Church have already made it, but, for the benefit or 
young ministers, it deserves a place here. Mr. McMechin, though 
of an ancient Episcopal family, had united himself with the Method
ist communion and ministry. During the few years of his con
tinuance in this Society he was much esteemed. He then entered 
the Episcopal Church and ministry. After a short stay in Pa.rkers
burg, he commenced the duties of the latter under very favourable 
auspices in Clarksburg. At his own cost he provided a house which 
should answer the double purpose of school-room and place of wor
ship. In this place he preached on the Sabbath and instructed 
young females during the week,-deriving his support chiefly if not 
entirely from the latter. His pulpit-addresses were very acceptable. 
Numbers attended his ministry. His sermons seemed about to be 
blessed in the conversion of many, and there was a reasonable pro
bability that most if not all of them would be united to our Church. 
In several successive letters he communicated to me the joyful in
telligence, and the confident expectation of a large class of candi
dates for Confirmation when I should next visit Clarksburg, which 
was to be after a few months. Before tha.t time arrived, however, 
I perceived a change in the tone of his letters. He was less confi
dent that many would be ready for Confirmation,-was afraid that 
he would be disappointed in a number who had promised well. At 
length my visit was made. On my arrival, he gave me the following 
honest account of the whole matter. After having for some time 
earnestly preached the Gospel of salvation to those who attended 
his ministry, and having reason to believe that a number were pre
pared to make an open profession of religion, and to do it after our 
manner and in connection with our Church, he determined to make 
the latter sure by a series of discourses on the ministry, the Sacra
ments, the Liturgy, and the rite of Confirmation. I do not know 
what particular position he took in regard to these, but the effect, 
he told me, was to reduce his congregation from Sabbath to Sabbath, 
80 that, by the time the series was over, a mere handful were left him. 
Meanwhile the pulpits of othel denominations were denouncing 
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him and the Church, and tracts and books against ConfirmatiOD 
and our peculiarities were gotten up and put in circulation through 
the place, so that when I reached Clarksburg there was but one 
individual who would dare to appear for Confirmation, and sickneu 
prevented the attendance of that one. Nor did the calamity end 
here; for, not long after, Mr. McMechin himself returned, under 
the inBuence of excited feelings, to the Methodist communion as a 
lay mem~r. It is, however, proper to state that when that excite
ment passed away he resumed his place in the bosom of the Episco 
pal Church, but, of course, only as a lay member,-having beeD 
displaced from our ministry. Let young ministers in new parish. 
learn a lesson from the foregoing statement, and old ones even ia 
old parishes not despise it. 

The letter of my correspondent continues by saying that "after 
Mr. McMechin abandoned the ministry, the Rev. Thomas Smith, 
of Parkersburg, gave the little flock such pastoral care as his 
distant residence allowed. He called the friends of the Church 
together, proposed and caused to be adopted articles of confedera
tion, and had a regular vestry elected. Until the services of a 
regular minister were secured, he paid them several visits,-riding 
on horseback the distance of eighty-five miles to supply their spi
ritual necessities. The Rev. Mr. Kinsolving was the next settled 
minister. He officiated regularly at Clarksburg and Weston, and 
occasionally at Morgantown. He remained about a year, and 11'88 

not only acceptable to his own people, but popular with all classes. 
The Rev. Mr. Tompkins succeeded him at Weston, and preached occa
sionally at Clarksburg,-perhaps once a month,-as well as at other 
places." To this communication I add that in the year 1852, the 
Rev. Robert A. Castleman went to Clarksburg, and was soon after 
joined by the Rev. James Page, who, between them, supplied Clarks
burg, Weston, Fairmont, Morgantown, and Buchanon, for one year, 
when the former confined his services to Clarksburg and Fairmont, 
and the latter to Weston and Buchanon. During the residence of 
the Rev. Mr. Tompkins in Weston, and chiefly by his exertions, an 
Episcopal church has been built in that place. During the ministry 
of Mr. Castleman, one has been built in Clarksburg and one pur
chased and repaired at Fairmont. To his eft'orts in Clarksburg and 
his solicitation abroad, we are indebted for the excellent house now 
standing in Clarksburg. A few zealous friends in Fairmont are 
entitled to praise for what they have done. Although our eft'orta 
have thus far failed in Morgantown, I cannot pass it by ";~hl.t 



:rAJIILIBS OJ' VIROINIA. 

mention of the pleasant visits made to that plaoe, and the hospitable 
reception given me by those worthy members of our Church,-Mr. 
John Rogers and Mr. Guy Allen. Could the zeal and liberality of two 
individuals have sufficed for the eetabliahment of the Episcopal Church 
in Morgantown, theirs would have done it. I have nothing more 
to add but that Mr. Caatleman is about to leave Clarksburg, and 
&he Bev. Mr. Smyth, a Deacon, is olioiating in Wee •• 
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ARTICLE LXXIX 

CAurc/aa ita KaMtDM, Ba~ PM_l1w.rg au de 
tuig1&6ourAood, NWI M~ _ Moutadmlle. 

STILL pursuing the order in which eft"orts have been made for 
the establishment of the Episcopal Chnrch in Western Virginia, we 
proceed to speak of the chnrches in Kanawha. The Rev. Messn. 
Lee and Page, onr first missionaries, extended their visits to Ka
nawha, and by the way of Point Pleasant ascended the Ohio, stopping 
at Parkersbnrg. The visit of Mr. Page led to his settlement in 
Kanawha, and during the time of his residence there he officiated 
in Charleston, at Coalsmouth, and Point Pleasant. A good be
ginning was made by Mr. Page, and, if circumstances had not made 
him feel it his duty to seek another field of labonr after a few 
years, it is thought that the Chnrch in that county would have 
greatly benefited by his labours. He was succeeded, after a num
ber of years, by the Rev. Frederick D. Goodwin, who labonred 
amidst many difficulties for two years and then removed to another 
field. Tbe Bel'. Mr. Martin followed Mr. GoodwiB, and labonred 
at Charleston and Coalsmouth. He was succeeded by the Rev. 
Mr. Craik, now of Louisville, who labonred among them for some 
years. Mr. Whittle and Mr. Ward were the next ministers. Mr. 
Ward was followed by the Rev. R. T. Brown, who, after a few years, 
was obliged, on account of his failing voice, to relinquish the charge. 
The Rev. Tbompson L. Smith is the present minister. 

There is an excellent brick chnrch in Charleston, whose history 
deserves a special notice. When I first visited Kanawha, there 
were only two communicants in onr Church in Charleston,-Mra. 
Colonel Lovell and Mrs. Quarrier. Tbere were some few other 
ladies, who by birth or education were attached to the Episcopal 
Chnrch, and some few gentlemen who laughingly advocated it in 
prefer~nce to others. There was no Episcopal Chnrch, and the 
idea of buildiug one seemed preposterous. Some two or three ladies, 
however, determined upon a trlal,-their husbands, fathers, and 
brothers making sport of it. Tbey used their tongues, the~ hands, 
their pens, and raised in one year about a hundred dollars, which 
aft'orded amusement to the gentlemen. The ladies, with charao-
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teristic good-humour, patience, and perseverance, endured it all, 
putting their earnings in the bank, and proceeded in their work. 
The next year doubled their collections, which were also put at 
interest. Bow many years were thus spent, and what was the 
increase of each year, I cannot say; but this I know, that after many 
years of patient perseverence, and the accumulation of a very con
siderable sum, the gentlemen found that the ladies could not be 
laughed out of their determination, and, some of them having also 
come to better thoughts on the subject of religion, it was resolved 
to accept the large amount now in band, and add to it as much as 
was necessary to build a church costing four or five thousand 
dollars. 

OLD MRS. QUARRIBR. 

I mentioned that at one time there were only two communicants 
in our Church at Charleston,-Mrs. Lovell and Mrs. Quarrier. The 
latter died in the year 1852, full of years, and ready to depart 
and be with Christ. As Mrs. Quarrier, beyond any other in
dividual, may be considered the mother of the Church In Western 
Virginia, by reason of her age, her holy life, and numerous pos
terity, who in different places have zealously promoted it, I must 
give a brief genealogical sketch of the sa1l1e. Mr. Alexander 
Quarrier was born in Scotland in the year 1746. He removed to 
America in his t1Venty-ninth year, and, settling in Philadelphia and 
marrying, lived there twelve years, when he removed to Richmond. 
His wife dying, he contracted a second marriage with Miss Sally 
Bums. He left Richmond in 1811, and removed to Kanawha, 
where he died at the advanced age of eighty-two. By his first 
marriage he had six children,-Harriet, Eliza, Margaret, Helen, 
Alexander, and Betsy. By his second wife he had seven children, 
-William, James, Gustavus, Monroe, Archibald, Fanny, and Vir
ginia. Being unable to state the marriages and localities, &c. of 
all of them, I shall mention none. Tbe members of the Church in 
different parts of Westem Virginia know how much it has been 
indebted to them. 

THE OHURCH IN THE SALINES. 

About six miles above Charleston, in the midst of the celebrated 
aalt-works, there is a considerable population and several churches. 
One of them belongs to the Episcopalians. When I was last there, 
it had been deserted for a time on account of its bad construction, 
with a view either to its repair or the building of another. The 
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110 CBlTBCII A~ OOD.8ll0lJ'l'B. 

About twelTe miles from Chu-leston, and lower down, the rinr 
Coal enten into the Kanawha. At thia place a number of .Rp. 
copal families eettled themaelYes from thirty to siny yean ago. 
They attracted the attention of oar &rat ministers in Kanawha, 
and shared their laboura. Among thoee families ... that of Mr. 
Philip Thompson, of Culpepper, IOn of the Bey. Mr. ThompeoD, 
of St. Mark's puieh, of whom we haTe giyen 10 good an aceount 
in oar article on Culpepper. His family, now reduced in nom
ben by death and dispenion, haTe contributed largely to the sup
port of this congregation. The Tenerable mother, daughter of old 
Mr. Robert Slaughter, of Culpepper, ... loved and esteemed by 
all who knew her, as one of the humblest and most devoted melD

ben of the Church in Virginia. I have alwaY8. felt my own senae 
of the divine power and excellency of religion strengthened by every 
Yisit made to her abode. Sbe exchanged it some yean since for a 
better one above. 

The following communication from Mr. Francia Thompson, who 
baa long been a lay reader of the Churcb, contains every tbing of 
importance in relation to the congregation at Coalsmouth:-

"Cou', February 24, 1867. 
"RIOHT RaVUDD AIm DuB SIB :-1 buten to give you aD imperfeo& 

account o( &he history of the ChUl'Ch in this neighbourhood i aDd, as then 
are DO records to refer to, 1 shall have to rely on aD imperfec\ memory. 
Morris Hudaon, Elisabeth his wife, aDd their six children, nearly all mar
ried, removed to this neiJthbourhood from Botetourt county, Virginia, in 
1797, aDd were probably the first Episcopalima that settled in this neigh
bourhood. They were both communicants of the ChUl'Ch. They came to 
Virginia originally from Laocuter county, Pennsylvania, and were mem
ben o( BaDgor Church,---an old church erected before the RevolutiOD. 
They removed to Botetourt county, in this State, during Bishop Madison's 
time. The old patriarch, then in his eightieth year, (being uncertain 
whether he had been confirmed in ohildhood,) received the rite o( Coll
firmation at your hands, on your first visit to this COU:lty. together with 
I8vera) o( his children. Some of their deecendants still continue true to 
the (aith o( their (athera, whilst othen have wandered into other (olds. 
The next Episcopalians who settled here were my father's family, with 
whose history you are well acquainted. They removed here in 1817. 
My (ather died in 1837, in the seventieth year of his age. My mo&her 
died the 8th o( March, 1852, in the seventy-fifth year o( her &p. 

"The first clergyman who visited DB was the Rev. Mr. Page, who cam. 
&I. missionary, and was afterwards the pastor of the congregation in thiI 
neighbourhood, and offioiated generally thrcughout the county. He la
boured zealously (or 8'everal years, and, 1 have no doubt, accomplished much 
KOOCl. Had he remained, I think the Church would have been established 
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here on a firm foundation. I do not recollect the precise time of his coming 
or leaving. The little briok ohurch on the hill was ereoted iD 1826, 
(chiefly by old Mr. HudsoD.) I think the Rev. Mr. Page preaohed in it 
tor some years. This ohurch was used until 1885, when it was burned. 

"The first vestry was P. R. ThompsoD, Davis Hudson, Jesse Hudson, 
and others whose names I have forgotteD. After Mr. Page left, we were 
for some time without a minister, and the Methodists and Presbyterians 
came in and gathered up the sheaves already bound by him, as many bap
tized by him conneoted themselves with those Churches. The Rev. F. D. 
Goodwin suoceeded Mr. Page, and continued about two years. I think he 
came in 1880 or 1881, and was followed by the Rev. Mr. Martin in 1888, 
who remained in the county about fi1'e years, and gave place to Mr. Craik, 
~o preached for us occasionally for several years. Old Mr. West had 
elaarge of this parish part of a year during Mr. Oraik's miuistry in Charles
IoD. After Mr. West left us, Mr. Craik still coDtiDued to preaoh for us, 
lDtil the spring of 1845, when the Rev. F. B. Nash was called to this 
parish. He continued to labour zealously for several years. During his 
ministry St. Mark's Church was built on a part of the lot given by my 
father for a ohurch and parsonage. The parsonage was built for Mr. 
MartiD, but was Dever occupied by a minister until Mr. Nash oame. St. 
Mark's Church was built in 1846, and shortly afterward St. John's in the 
Valley. The congregation in Quay's Valley was first gathered by Mr. 
Craik, and an old still-house coDverted iDto a place of worship. I thiDk 
he started a subscription-pa~r for St. John's before he left. There are 
several communicants still living near this church, though they have never 
had aDY senices siDce Mr. Nash left, with the exception of one or two 
sermous frcm Mr. HendersoD, who oODtinued here a short time. I was 
licensed as a lay reader about thirty-two years ago, and have oontinued to 
officiate iD that capaoity and as superintendent of the 8unday-school up to 
this time. Our school last summer, and as long as the weather permitted 
duriDg the fall, was quite a flourishing ODe, numberiDg more than forty 
scholars. We shall resume it on next Sunday, if the weather conunues 
good. I remaiD, dear sir, your attached friend, F. THoIlrlP8ON" 

Lilt 0/ Per807U WM have acted CJI Yeat7ymeft, (from fnem()1Y.) 
P. R. Thompson, Sen., Davis Hudson, Jesse Hudson, JohD Lewis, P. R. 

Thompson, Jr., John P. Turner, Alexander Bradford, Dr. John Thompson, 
Robert Simms, George Rogers, Alfred A. Thornton, BeDjamiD S. Thomp
SOD, George W. ThorntoD, Francis ThompsoD. 

We have no other church besides these on the Kanawha RiTer, 
though our ministers have had stations at the court-house in a 
neighbouring oountyand at BufFalo in Kanawha county. At Point 
Pleasant, besides the occasional visits of the Rev. Mr. Craik and 
Mr. Henderson, the ReT. James Goodwin laboured severa.l years in 
the hope of building a church and raising up a congregation, but 
was disappointed. Various circumstances have prevented the es
tablishment of a flourishing Tillage on that most beautiful of all the 
sites OD the Ohio and Kanawha Rivers, which, by their junotion 
there, concur to make it as convenient for trade as it is memorable 
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for the bloody battle with the Indians in which the family of LeWJi 
10 signalised it8etr,-6ome of whoee descendants stil1live upon the 
spot and adhere to the Church of their aneeston. 

BRUCE CHAPEL. 

About twelve miles below Point Pleasant, on Mercer's Bottom, 
a large and fertile tract of land, once owned by Charles Fenton 
Mercer, we have a comfortable brick building called Bruce Chapel, 
erected during the ministry of the Rev. James Goodwin, and so 
named because of the large contribution made to it by Mrs. EliA 
Bruce, now of Richmond, and whose liberality to so many other 
3bjects is well known throughout Virginia. The chapel is in the 
neighbourhood of the Moores, Beales, General Steenbergen, and 
others whose names I ca.nnot now recall. 

THB CHURCH AT RAVBNSWOOD. 

Ravenswood is a small village on the Ohio River, built on land 
taken up by General Washington, (who never made a mistake as to 
the quality of soil,) and left to some of the Ashton family of King 
ueorge, with whom the Washington family was connected. ~Ir. 

Henry Fitzhugh, formerly of Fauquier, marrying a descendan~ 
of the Ashtons, became possessed of a part of this estatl', and 
settled on it with a large family of children. At his expense a 
neat little chapel has been put up at Ravenswood, and when minis
terial services were not to be had one of his sons has officiated as 
lay reader. The Rev. Mr. Tompkins has now for the last two 
years been residing there, discharging the duties of a teacher and 
minister at the same time. Services are also held at the court-house 
of that county. 

Since the above was penned, I have received a communication 
which states that the ladies, by their zeal and diligence, raised one 
hundred and fifty dollars for the furnishing of the chapel, and that 
some contributions were made by individuals other than the family 
above mentioned, in the neighbourhood, and in Wheeling and Cm
cinnati, though not to a large amount. Contributions of labour were 
also made by some of the neighbours. The Rev. Mr. Wheeler was 
the minister for two years from the year 1842. The Rev. Messrs. 
Martin and Craik and Brown, of Charleston, the Rev. Mr. Goodwin, 
of Point Pleasant, the Rev. Messrs. Smith and Perkins, of Parkers
burg, the Rev. Mr. Hyland, of Moundsville, and Drs. Armstrong 
and McCabe, of Wheeling, have all rendered aoceptable services at 
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Ravenswood. The vestrymen have been Mr. Henry Fitzhugh. 
Dr. John Arms\.fong, Thomas Atkinson, W. S. Holmes, D. M. Barr, 
Burdett Fitzhugh, Henry Fitzhugh, Jr., R. H. Dickenson, James 
R. Mays, George H. Fitzhugh. T. D. Noussey, J. Beckwith, Thomas 
Kirk, D. Frost, I. J. C. Davenport, H. Harpold, James Beatty. 

THE OHUROHBS IN PARKBRSBURG AND THB VIOINITY. 

Parkersburg was one of the places visited by our first mission· 
aries,-the Rev. Messrs. Lee and Page. The Rev. Mr. Goodwin. 
also, either before or after his settlement in Kanawha, paid an ac
ceptable visit to the people of that place. The Rev. Mr. McMechin, 
800n after his ordination, spent a year or more in attempting to 
raise up a congregation there. In the year 1843, the Rev. Thomas 
Smith was elected its minister and the church was regularly organ
ized, and in the following year was admitted into union with the 
Convention of Virginia. Mr. Smith immediately commenced, with 
his accustomed enterprise, to raise funds for building a church, and 
was sufficiently successful in securing enough to provide a small 
and plain church; but, as is too often the case in the' progress of 
such a work, the views of those engaged in it were enlarged, both as 
to the size of the building and the style of its execution, so that 
the completion of it was delayed for some years. It is a well-built 
and handsome brick church, and stands on ground presented to the 
vestry by J. F. Snodgrass, late member of Congress from that dis
trict. For a large portion of the funds for its erection, and for much 
of the superintendence of the work, the congregation is indebted 
to General J. J. Jackson, of Parkersburg. Mr. Smith died in 1847, 
and was buried beneath the vestibule of the church, at his own re
quest, the reason being assigned that, as he felt himself to be a 
poor sinner, he wished to be trampled under the feet of all who 
entered the house. In the same year the Rev. Mr. Perkins was 
chosen, who entered on his duties in the month of October. In 
the year 1853, Mr. Perkins resigned the charge, since which time 
it has been vacant. During Mr. Perkins's term of service two other 
churches have been built in connection with Parkersburg,-one 
about fifteen or twenty miles above it, on Cow Creek, and another 
about ten or twelve miles below it, at Bellville. The latter was 
built almost entirely by Mr. Wells, on whose land and near whose 
house it stands. Mr. Perkins used occasionally to officiate at each 
of these plaoes. 

The following is the list of the vestrymen of this parish:-John 
Taylor. J G. Stringer, Dr. D. Creel, A. L. Kinnaird, J. M. Little-
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boy, Sen., J. F. Snodgraas, J. R. Murdock, W. S. Gardiner, David 
B. Spencer, J. J. Jackson, Beverley Smith, W. P. Rathbone, Dr. 
Fannin, E. D. Saft'ord, C. J. Meale, Isaac Morris, W. H. Moreh~ 
G. B. Neale, J. J. Dickenson, W. H. Laurence, W. H. Small, J. J. 
Neale, J. H. Adams, E. F. De Selding. 

CHUROH IN WETZEL COUNTY. 

A church at New Martinsville, in this county, was partly built 
some years since, under the auspices of the Rev. James McCabe 
and the Rev. Mr. Hyland, and supplied for some time with services 
by the same. I have no list of the vestrymen of this parish, which 
was called Wetzel parish after the name of the county. 

OHURCH AT MOUNDSVILLB. 

Within twelve miles of Wheeling, on the Ohio River, is to be 
seen one of the largest of those Indian mounds which are to be 
found in our Western world. It gives the name to the place. In 
the time of the elder Mr. Armstrong, there were some families be
longing to our Church in and around it, which were visited by him, 
tmd to whom with the other people of the place he preaohed. The 
passage of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad through it, and the 
establishment of a large depat at it, has increased the population 
10 much that an Episcopal church was erected here some years 
since, and the Rev. Mr. Hyland has, in connection with a school, 
performed the duties of a minister in it. 

The follolVing is a list of the vestrymen of the parish :-Colonel 
John Thompson, Isaac Hoge, E. H. Caldwell, W. S. Lane, O. S. 
Hock, G. W. Bruce, William Collins, General G. Jones. 

From the foregoing notices of the Church in Western Virginia, 
It will be perceived that our "beginning is small." May 80me 
future historian, when all its resources have been developed, have 
the pleasure of recording that "its latter end bas greatly increased"J 
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ARTICLE Lxxx. 

Beoollutiona of tM Epi8copaZ Church in thN Oou1!.try duriftg tM 
laat Fifty Year •• 

HA.VING thus disposed of the Church of Virginia, I purpose in 
the present to record some things in relation to the General Church 
which have come under my observation, and in which I have taken 
lOme part. As I introduced the notices of the Virginia Church 
with some preliminary remarks on its previous history, so would I 
offer a few thoughts as to the earlier history and character of the 
American Church generally, before entering on the particular nar
rative to which this article is devoted. And, as I was forced by a 
regard to historic truth to acknowledge that at no time from its 
first establishment was the moral and religious condition of the 
Church in Virginia even tolerably good, so am I also, by the same 
consideration, obliged to admit much that was defective in relation 
to other parts of the American Episcopal Church. More especially 
was this the case in regard to Maryland, which bore a strong re
semblance to Virginia in more respects than one. The character 
of her early population resembled that of Virginia, in having more 
of the aristocracy than was to be found in some other parts of the 
English territory in this country. Slavery also was introduced at an 
early period, and served to strengthen that feature in her character. 
She, like Virginia, was also put under a regular establishment,
though not at so early a period. She had her Governors and Com
missaries, who acted as substitutes for the Bishop in ecclesiastical 
matters. Neither Maryland nor Virginia were under the patronage 
of the Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, as 
other portions of America were. The history of those other portions, 
by comparison with those of Virginia and Maryland, establishes the 
fact beyond contradiction, that the selection of missionaries by that 
Society was generally better than the supply coming to Virginia 
and Maryland through the Bishop of London, or some other chan
nel. The reader is referred to Dr. Hawks's faithful and laborious 
History of the Church in Maryland for proof of this in relation to 
that diocese. I adduce only one testimony besides, and that from 
the well-known Dr. Chandler, of our American Church. After. 
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visit to the Eastem Shore of Maryland, about the year 1753, h. 
addressed a letter to the Bishop of London, in which, after speaking 
in high terms of the laity of that part of the State, he adds, "The 
general character of the clergy, I am sorry to say, is wretchedly 
bad. It is readily confessed, that there are some in the Province 
whose behaviour is unexceptionable and exemplary; but their 
number seems to be very small in comparison,-they appearing 
here and there, like lights shining in a dark place. It would really, 
my lord, make the ears of 3 sober heathen tingle to hear the stories 
that were told me by many serious persons of several clergymen in 
the neighbourhood ofthe parish where I visited; but I still hope that 
some abatement may be fairly made on account of the prejndices 
of those who related them." My own recollection of statements 
made by faithful witnesses forty-five years ago, as to a number of 
the old clergy of Maryland, accords with the above. I have but 
little knowledge from any source of the few Episcopal clergy north 
of Maryland. They were not more than eighty in number when 
the War of the Revolution began. As to foreign importation of 
clergymen, Bishop White (who was once the only Episcopal minister 
in Pennsylvania) justly remarks, "It could not be the channel 
of a respectable and permanent supply." Nevertheless, as they 
nearly all of them depended chiefly for their support on the aid of 
the above-mentioned Society, it is to be believed that pains were 
taken to select the b~st which could be obtained from the English 
Church at that time, and to require the best recommendations in 
behalf of those who were natives of America. That there were 
mistakes none can doubt. * 

The history of the missionaries of that Society in South Carolina, 
as given by one of her 80n8, (the Rev. Mr. Dalcho,) informs U8 of 
some who, on account of their evil character, were soon complained 

* That lOme of the followers of Laud came oyer to Virginia attar his fall, is evideat 
from what Sir William Berkeley saya in his memorable protaat agaiDBt much preaah
lng and the aatabUshmaut of a printing-press and achoola in the Colony. Be speaka 
in praise of some ministers who came out BOOn after Laud's death, and yery alight
Ingly of the real, saying that, .. if they would only pray more and preach leas, he 
would like to 888 them better paid." .As for free achoola and a printing-pr-. h. 
thanked God there were none in the Colony, and trDBted there would be none for a 
hundred years to coma. as he considered them fruitful nurseries of heresy and 
rebellion. No doubt Sir William sympathised with Laud in many thing&. Be __ 
as much disposed to high-handed measures in the management of the Colony as 
Laud was in England. Cromwell's rebellion in England and Bacon', rebellion in 
Virginia may be, in a great measure, traced to the arbitrary spirit and conduct of 
the Archbishop and Guyernor. 
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of, and either recalled or dismissed from the service. The con
gregations, indeed, became very cautious ho. they received the 
DU8810naries. They delayed institutions, as in Virginia, until satis
fied of their good charac1;jlr by auftioient trial. The Society some
times complained that too long a trial was required. Still, I doubt 
not that their general character for morals and piety was much 
superior to that of the imported clergy of Maryland and Virginia. 
But now a most important inquiry must be made, in order to form a 
correct estimate of the religion of the Colonial Churches. It is 
this :-What was the type of the theology-the substance and style 
of the preaching-of the ministers of that day 1 What doctrines 
were insisted on with emphasis from the pulpit 1 How did the 
preaching of that day accord with the doctrines of the apostles and 
the reformers on the subject of human depravity, and of Christ 
as the sinner's "all in all" 1 How did the sermons compare with 
our homilies on the misery or sinfulness of man, on justification, 
on the new birth, &c.1 It will surely be admitted to be a fair way 
of deciding this question to ascertain what was the theology and 
preaching in England during the time when our supply was greatest 
from the Mother-Church. The clergy coming over to us must have 
borne a strong resemblance in their theology and style of sermon
izing, and in other respects, to the great body of those left behind; 
only that we are obliged to admit the probability of what was 
so generally declared in all the documents and histories of the 
times,-namely, that, with some honourable exceptions, they were 
inferior in character. In making this inquiry, we shall not go back 
to the few who came out during the reign of James I. We wil1 
pass over those few who came to America in the days of Laud, who, 
'intent on establishing high Episcopal and Sacramentarian views and 
on putting down all dissent, neglected (as some of his own admirers 
admit) most shamefully the religious condition of the Colonies." 

* Dr. Coke, the Methodis' Bishop, who from hiB olice and hia uteDsive tranJs 
throughout EnglaDd and Ameriea had a good opportuDi'y to form a oo~Judgmat, 
_ye, Dot ooly of those who absooDded at the AmericaD Bel'olutioD, but of thOBe who 
remaioed, that, " FaileD as the miDiBtel"ll of the E8t8bliBhmeDt iD EDgland geoeralll 
are, they are iDoomparably to be preferred before the olergy of Amerioa." (See hia 
Life of Samuel Drew, p.l46.) The Bishop of LoDdoD wrote a letter to Dr.Dod
dridge, in the year 17M, ooDceroiDg a oomm1lDi08tion from the Rel'. Mr. Danae, in 
which, while he endeal'oUl"ll to defend the American clergy agaiDet the wholeeale 
chargee brought againat them, he is farced to make the following ackoowled~8Dt :
"Of thoee who are BeD' from lleDC8, a great part are tbe Sootch or Irish, whoOaD get 
110 employmeDt at bome, and enter OD the senlce more Ol1t of D8C888ity thaD cboloe; 
lOme othel"ll are williDg to go abroad to retrieve either los' fortUDea or lost oharacter .• 

VOL.IL-28 
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We pass over also the times of the Commonwealth and of the two 
succeeding reigns, and come down to that of William and Mary,
the time of the greatest influx of ministers to America,-the time 
of Tillotson and Bumet, and the formation of the two great societiea 
for extending the Church,-the Christian Knowledge Society and 
the Propagation Society, which began their work within two yean 
of each other under the direction of kindred spirits,-the one in 
1698, the other in 1700. The history of those times shows that 
Romanism and Calvinism were equally eschewed. Let the sermons 
and tracts of that day be compared with those of the Calvinistic 
preaching in the time of Elizabeth and the semi-Romanistic ones 
in the days of Laud, and a marked difFerence will be seen. But 
there may also be seen as marked a difference between the eermoDi 
of Tillotson and others of hie stamp, and those of the earlier Re
formers, as well as those of a la.ter period, which have been denomi
nated Evangelical. The age of Tillotson and Burnet may be called 
the age of reasoning, of liberalism, of comprehension. Tillotson 
and Burnet were great and good and pious men,-practical and 
neeful men. Their views of the Church, ministry, and Sa.cramenta 
were conBenative. Their charity was truly Christian. And yet it 
must be admitted that they stood at the beginning of a new school, • 
dift"ering from any going before, and destined soon to degenerate 
into something which they did not design. The sermons of Tillot
son are masterpieces of reasoning on all theological subjects,-are a 
body of divinity to students; but then they are not addressed to 
the hearts and· consciences of sinners so as to awaken them to cry, 
"What must we do to be saved?" They do not present Christ in 
all hie fulness to the soul with that earnest application which the 
true evangelical preacher does. Burnet also admitted that he 
wished to lower the doctrine of the article" On Justification by 
Faith" somewhat,-though by no means to make it approach the 
Sacramental view, but rather the contrary. The followers of such 
men soon began to substitute reasoning, natural religion, and mo
rality for the Gospel. They did not deny the evangelical system, 
but they did not preach it as they ought to have done, and the pulpit, . 
of course, lost its power. There were but few sermons published 

The BiBhop on thla ad other aeoouute wu anDoua to haft Bishope sent to Amen., 
that they might ell:ercise discipline over the 0le1"l1 coming from Bnglad, and ordaJa 
natlvea for the Church. Had aU the ministers of Diaaenting Churchea in America 
been u liberal u Mr. Davies, Biahope would probably haft been sent at a 8t.I'IT 
period, ad much evil been prevented. Mr. Daviea, in hJs letter to the Bishop ., 
London, expr881811 hi_It moat fayourahl,y of &he meuure. 
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m that day. At any rate, Tillotson's so far exceeded all others in 
many respects, that they were the sermons of the Church. In the 
Church of Virginia none appear to have been used by the lay readers 
but Tillotson's. In many old vestry-books I have met with, a sufti
cient number of his sermons were ordered to supply the lay readers; 
and there were probably two lay readers to each clergyman in the 
diocese. They were indeed better and longer than the brief and 
most unimpressive sermons of the clergy, (judging from a number 
of the latter which I have read,) but still they are not calculated to 
rouse lost sinners to a sense of their oondition and lead them to a 
Saviour, notwithstanding all that is 80 excellent in them. Tillot
son's sermons, abridged into moral essays and dry reasonings on 
the doctrines of religion, were, I fear, the general type of sermon
izing among the clergy who came over to America for the last 
seventy or eighty years before the War of the Revolution. 

I fear that many of the publications of the Christian Knowledge 
Sooiety were somewbat wanting in that pressing of evangelical 
principles upon the hearts and oonsciences of men in the way tbat 
bas been found so effective to their conversion since the days of 
Venn, Newton, Simeon, and others. Soon after entering the mi-

• nistry, I was desirous to publisb a volume of sermons and traeta 
for servants, and, being unable to find any such in this country, I 
addressed a letter to Mr. Wilberforce, the warm friend of the negro 
race, and made known to him my wishes,-not without acknowledg
ing my indebtedness to his book, under God, for much of that which 
I considered .. true view of our holy religion. In reply, he sent 
me all the tracts of the Christian Knowledge Society,-perhaps all 
that then had been published in England for the poor. I confess 
I W&8 disappointed in them; not that they had any of that false 
ioctrine which, at a later period, was surreptitiously introduced into 
some of them by altering certain words, but that they did not press 
with sufti~ient force and earnestness certain truths upon the minds • 
of tbe poor. 

About this time my attention was called to some sermons of the 
Rev. Mr. Bacon, a minister of our Church in Maryland, addressed 
expressly to masters and servants. They were preached and pub
lished in 1748. Their style is plain and forcible, and aU that is 
said is well said; but still there is the deficienoy of the age in them. 
Tbey do not present Christ to men as poor lost sinners, in the way 
they ought to do. They recognise the doctrine and declare it in 
few words, but do not emphasize and press it. They were the best 
I could get, however, and I published them. In an abridgment of 
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two of them afterward, I 80ught to 8upply this deficiency. Let 
me add, that I think there may seem this same error in one of the 
directions for the conduct and preaching of the first missionaries 
of this Society when sent to South Carolina. The directions, with 
this one exception, are most wise and pious. Nothing could be 
better. The defective passage, as I think, is this:-" That, in in· 
8trocting heathens and infidels, they begin with the principles of 
natural religion, appealing to their reason and conscience. and 
thence proceed to show the necessity of revelation," &c. Now, 
this is precisely the method attempted at first by the Moravian 
missionaries in the North, and which they found so fruitless, and 
therefore abandoned, choosing the more evangelical one with suc
cess.· (See Dalcho's History of the Episcopal Church in South 
Carolina, p. 46.) The fault of the Tillotson school was too much 
reasoning,-too much appeal to natural religion, which, though, 
like Butler's Analogy, it might be very effective with some for a 
certain purpose, could not answer for the multitudes. Had our 
Lord preached thus, the common people would not have heard him 
gladly. Nor would the wise and mighty have been converted by 
the Apostles. if such had been their preaching. In what I have 
said of the sUCce880rs of the Tillotson school, there has been of late 
& general agreement of our divines, whether called High or Low 
Churchmen, all admitting that the moralizing system will not avail, 
though differing much as to other things. I would not be mis
understood on this subject. I do not deny to Tillotson most ad
mirable method and valuable matter in his sermons; for I have 
read many of them with great pleasure, and not, I hope, without 
profit. But I must regard him and his imitators as false models 
of preaching, as comparatively ignoring the deep corruption of 
human nature, so that God in his good providence saw fit to raise 
up not only the Whitefields and Wesleys, who took an erratic course, 
but the Venns, the Newtons, and the Simeons in the bosom of the 
Church, to preach a simpler and fuller Gospel to the millions of 
lost ones in our mother-country. This failing to set forth the 
desperate wickedness of the human heart, calling for a Saviour, 

• Bishop Borale1. in hi. charge of 1790, expoaea the plan of beginDing wi~ 
aataral religion, aflirming that the diflicult)' of UDderstaDding the principles of 
aatnra1 religion is &I great &I that of UDdel'lltaDding rey.led; that the true -1 iI 
to preach the plain Gospel of redemption to sinnel'll, &I that which God has pro
Yided for them, and look up to him to open the hearts of the hearere to receift 
what he haa lent them. 811ch haa been the experience of aU who preach to tilt 
benighted heathen, or to the poorest and mOlt illiterate in Christian landa. 
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a new birth, has, from my first entrance on the ministry, seemed to 
me the great defect of our old clergy. I remember to have preached 
before one of the oldest, most venerable and eminent of them, on 
the text, "The carnal mind is enmity toward God," and in the 
8ermon to have quoted many of those Scriptures which represent 
U8 as-" hating God, tt 4' b~ing 018 enemies in our minds," "being 
cl-ildren of the devil." and having quite grieved him by it. He 
8aid that he did not like such a mode of preaching. It was in vain 
that I adduced Scripture as my warrant and example. He did not 
like it. And yet I was not wont to speak the doctrine harshly, 
but tenderly and in pity. 

Having presented this general view of the American Church, 
let me proceed to mention some things which will show that I have, 
rrom an early period, had opportunity of forming a correct estimate 
of some things occurring within it during the last forty or fifty 
years. At the age of seventeen I went to Princeton College. In 
going from and returning to Virginia during my collegiate course, 
I became a temporary inmate in the hospitable house of Dr. Aber
crombie, the aBBociate minister with Bishop White in the churches 
onder his care. Several of the sisters of Mrs. Abercrombie, having 
lived for a long time in the family of one of my uncles of Virginia 
and received much kindness from him, became the means of my 
introduction to this very kind and agreeable household. The 
daughters were most interesting young women. On Good Friday, 
1807, I heard Dr. Abercrombie, who was regarded as one of the 
pulpit orators of the day, preach on the PaBBion of Christ. A 
strong impreBBion was made on my mind and memory by his action 
in the pulpit, as well as by his language. After describing 8Om~ 
of the sufferings of Christ, he came to the crucifixion, and, erect 
ing his tall form to the highest point, he stretched out his arms in 
a horizontal direction, and, standing motionleBB for a time, pre
sented the figure of a cross. I have never entered St. Peter's since, 
without having the scene renewed. Nor has the impression made 
by the kindness of himself and family ever been effaced. At the 
close of my collegiate course, I formed some acquaintance with the 
Rev. Dr. Beasley, associate minister with Dr. Hobart in Trinity 
Church, New York; and with Dr. Montgomery, of Grace Church, 
New York. That acquaintance was increased into considerable 
intimacy afterward with Dr. Beasley, while he lived both in Balti
more and Philadelphia, and with Dr. Montgomery in the latter 
pll\ce, whom I often saw, for many years, at my home in the family 
or old Commodore Dale, that good man and true Christian, who 
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married Dr. Montgomery's aunt. From these two ministera I 
necessarily learned many things about the Church of that day. In 
the year 1811, I was ordained, and soon after received from Bishop 
Hobart, by the hand of his old college friend, Charles Fenton 
Mercer, of Virginia, a large assortment of books, tracts, and pam
phlets, most of them written by himself, on points of controversy 
with other denominations, and on some matters of internal trouble 
in the diocese of New York, and also BOme Episcopal devotional 
works. I read them all, and remember to have sympathized with 
him in his personal difficulties. I admired the ability displayed by 
him in his contest with Dr. Mason, and entirely agreed with him 
in his argument for the Apostolic origin of Episcopacy, though 
unable to follow when he proceeded to claim exclusive divine right 
for it. By means of these publications, I became tolerably well 
acquainted with the politics of the Church, and under circumstances 
quite favourable to an impartial judgment. About six years after 
this, (and before I attended any General Convention, though twice 
elected, being prevented by unavoidable circumstances,) I went on 
a painful errand to the South, bearing to its milder climate a sick 
and, as the result proved, a dying wife. During my stay in Charles
ton, South Carolina, myself and wife received every kind attention 
which brother ministers and Christian ladies could have shown us. 
It was during the last year of good Bishop Dehon's life, whose 
praise was on every tongue. Dr. Gadsden was then in the la
borious discharge of his duties to bond and free. I saw him in 
the place of his greatest honour,-in the Sunday-school, teaching 
the coloured ones, both old and young. I preached in several of 
the churches in Charleston. 'n one of them-either St. Philip's or 
St. Michael's-I witnessed what surely would have gladdened the 
heart of the most prejudiced opponent of slavery. I saw what I 
was told were the last fruits of the labours of the old mi88ionaries 
of the Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts,~ld 
negro men and women with some of their children sitting on benches 
along the side-aisles, and around the chancel and near the pulpit, 
which was advanced some distance into the middle aisle.· Spec-

* The structure of this building was nearly the BalDe with that of mOlt of the 
old large English churches, which i8, I beHeft, the beet that can be. The obanoel 
:s apnst the WAil, behind the pulpit, that being adYalloed lOme distance into the 
middle aisle, which I. always large enough to admit of benches for the poor. The 
poor also sit around the chanoel, on the place where the commanicants kneel, and 
on chairs and stools between that and the pulpit, And on the stair-ateps leading 1Ip 
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tacles aided their aged vision, and, with Prayer-Books ill their hands, 
they read the responses aloud in the midst of their owners. The 
missionaries were not prevented from teaching them to read, but 
rather encouraged so to do. Nor have masters and mistresses ever 
been prevented from doing it themselves, or having it done at 
home; though public schools are forbidden. On the contrary, 
there have, I believe, always been more well-instructed and in
telligent coloured persons, bond and free, in Charleston than in 
any other city in the Union. I had occasion, two years after this, 
to take the gauge and dimensions of the condition of the coloured 
people in all the Atlantic States, and think that I am qualified to 
judge on the subject. 

It was at this time that I becam6 acquainted with Dr. Percy, and 
his excellent son-in-law, the Rev. Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina; 
both of whom agreed in their views of experimental piety, and that 
mode of presenting the Gospel to men for which we are pleading. 
Dr. Percy was a bold, impressive, and faithful preacher of the doc
trines of grace. He was one of those who, under the auspices of 
Lady Huntington, felt called on to preach an almost-forgotten 
Gospel in England, though in a somewhat irregular way. He was 
a graduate of Oxford, and was ordained by an English Bishop in 
1767. He came over to America as one of Lady Huntington's 
preachers. Here he took part with the Revolutionists, and preached 
to the American troops. At the fall of Charleston, he was ordered 
by Colonel Balfour to desist from preaching, on pain of confine
ment. When Lady Huntington in her old age proposed to secede 
from the Church of England, and wished Dr. Percy to ordain some 
preachers for her, he positively and indignantly refused, and then 
connected himself more closely with the Episcopal Church. In 
18'05, he became assistant minister in St. Philip's and St. Michael's 
Churches, Charleston, South Carolina. A few years after this, St. 
Paul's Church in that city was built for him. He died in the year 
1817. Dr. Gadsden preached his funeral-sermon in St. Philip's 
Churoh, at the request of the Bible Sooiety, of which he had been 

to the pulpIt. A door at the upper part of the chareh allows an -1 ingreaa 
and e~ to the poor. The minilter is thus more in the midst of his people, and 
baa them all so near to him that he can lee their countenan088 and be aeen and 
heard b1 them much better than on the more modern plan, where the preacher ill 
either thrown againIIt the wall, perhaps in a r80CI8, or else Is on one lide of the 
eongregation, before 80me little grum pulpit where, what with the high-pitched 
roof and great distanoe of the congregation, the nice is· almost lost. 
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President. Although Dr. Percy was honoured by the Church ill 
Carolina, and was President of the Standing Committee, yet I 
could perceive there waa a marked di1f"erence in his views on some 
points and those of the other clergy with whom I associated. Hia 
views are presented in two pamphlets which he published while. 
officiating in St. Philip's and St. Michael's, and which he presented 
to me~ One, on the Episcopal Church, sets forth her claims in 
such a manner that no sound Churchman could question his attach
ment to her, and yet no reasonable Non-Episcopalian complain. 
In the other we have a portrait at large of the true evangelical 
preacher in life and doctrine. One or two extracts from the latter 
of these will serve to confirm my views of the state of the Church 
at that time. He says, in his Introduction, "That real religion at 
the present period is at the lowest possible ebb, in most of our 
Churches, will hardly be denied by any serious and reflecting mind, 
who understands wMt the religion of Okmt ii, and what Chril
nanity WiU intef&ded to do for f1I4ftkind." He declares that all 
great and general declensions of religion, whether in principle or 
practice, begin at the Sanctuary or Church of God; and therefore 
he calls upon all the clergy to examine themselves, both as to their 
lives and preaching, and see whether they are not much in fault. 
He quotes Bishop Horsley as condemning the preaching of that 
day, saying to his clergy" that too many have continued so long 
preaching in the smooth and fashionable strain of dry ethics and 
mere moral suasion, instead of preaching the pure doctrines of the 
Reformation, that they had wellnigh preached pure Christian 
morality out of the world." Dr. Percy speaks very impressively 
of the duty of ministers" having their own hearts savingly con
verted unto God," as they hoped to be instruments of saving others. 
The whole pamphlet is worthy of perusal. I cannot, however, 
leave this topic without adverting to and correcting an error into 
which many have fallen in tracing the evangelical movement of 
the Church of England to the school of Whitefield and Wealey, 
with which Dr. Percy was for a time connected. Although God 
made much use for good of these zealous and fearless men, as all 
acknowledge, yet the great work of evangelical reformation in the 
English Church commenced in a different line, and at an earlier 
period, at Cambridge and London, and elsewhere, and has ever CX'D

tinued distinct. We begin our line with the Venns, Newtons, Ro
maines, Legh Richmonds, and bring it down through the Simeons, 
Cecils, Pratts, Gisbornes, Wilberforces, the Thorntons, Hannah 
Mores, and others. These were never associated with the Hunt-
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mgton achool, but ever continued most true and faithful members 
of the English Church. There have been those both in England 
and in America who have Bought to disparage the evangelical cause 
by identifying it with those who left the English Church; and many 
have been deceived by the misrepresentation. I remember that 
Mr. John Randolph could hardly be convinced by me that Mr. 
Wilberforce, Mr. Perceval, and Miss Hannah More were not regular 
members of the Methodist Church in England. His prejudices were 
quite strong against them on this account. In my earlier days 
there were many such persons. We in this country also were 
esteemed or spoken of little otherwise. By many we were con
sidered as in no sense Churchmen, but rather intruders into the 
ministry of the Episcopal Church, having some sinister end in view. 
The wish has been often expre88ed that such would go to their place, 
-that is, to some other denomination with which they sympathized, 
-just as some of us have wished that Tractarians would go to their 
place, the Church of Rome. Which of us had the better right so 
to speak, let history declare. Hundreds of Tractarians have gone 
from the Church of England and America to Rome. Who of us 
have gone to Geneva? I doubt not but many were very sincere in 
their hard thoughts and hard speeches of us; but so was Paul in his 
denunciation of Christiaua. Even Bishop White has been declared 
(and it has often and recently been in print) to have denounced us 
in very strong and offensive language; which I shall believe when 
aftirmed on sufficient authority. But if true, it only proves the 
jU8tice of our complaint as to the manner in which we have been 
dealt with; for if the amiable Bishop White, with his moderate 
Church views, could thus speak, what might not others have said? 
Bishop Hobart i88ued a Pastoral entitled "The High-Churchman 
Vindicated," in which he not only boasts of the name and principles 
of High-Churchmen, predicting that they will one day prevail and 
be honoured universally, but makes some comparisons between 
them and Low-Churchmen which are not only invidious, but such 
as only party feelings (of which we did not prOfe88 to be free) could 
have induced him to make. I should not have adverted to this, 
but that this Pastoral and another on the Principles of a Church
man have been republished by the Protestant Episcopal Society 
of New York, bound up in its volumes, and transmitted to posterity. 
In one of them, those who rank the distinctive principles of the 
Church, for which he pleads, among the non-e88entials of religion, 
He declared to bfI guilty of treachery to their (}Aureh and to their 
Mater. It is well known that Low-Churchmen do not consider 
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those things in which the Episcopal Church dif'era from orthodox 
denominations as among the essentials of religion, though the,. do 
regard them as important,-80me of them very important. Of coune 
they are among the non-euentials, nothing being essential in re
ligion but what is neceaaary to salvation. 

I now proceed to show how, in the providence of God, I was 
further led into circumstances very favourable to an accurate ac
quaintance with the General Church in this country, and to a just 
estimate of persons and things on both sides. ,Having taken an 
early and lively interest in the American Colonization Society, and 
written something in its behalf, I was induced, in the year 1819, to 
devote myself for some time to the formation of auxiliary societies 
throughout the United States, the collection of funds, and the se
lection of the first colonists. This led me to visit all the principal 
towns, from Milledgeville, in Georgia, to Portland, in Maine. .Aa 
in duty bound, and by choice led, I invoked the aid of the ministers 
of all denominations, and especially of my own, without distinction 
of party. For visiting the former I was honoured with a printed 
pamphlet by one "Sopater of Berea," addressed to Bishop Moore, 
advising him to recall mA to Virginia and to my duties at home. 
While I received much kindness from ministers of all denomina
tions, I experienced still more from those of the Episcopal Church. 
Let me mention some of them:-The clergy of Savannah, Georgia; 
Bishop Bowen and the clergy of Charleston; the Rev. Mr. Lance, 
of Georgetown, South Carolina; the Rev. Mr. Bedell, then living 
in Fayetteville, North Carolina; Bishop Kemp, Dr. Beasley, and 
Dr. Henshaw, of Baltimore; Bishop White, (at whose hoose I was 
kindly entertained for three weeks while engaged in selecting colo-
nists,) and Drs. Muhlenberg, Boyd, and Montgomery, of Philadel
phia; Drs. Milnor, Lyell, and B. T. Onderdonk, of New York; Dr. 
Croswell, of New Haven; Dr. Wainwright, of Hartford; Dr. Crocker, 
of Providence; Drs. Eaton and Gardiner, * of Boston; Mr. Carlisle, 
of Salem; Dr. Morse, of Newburyport; Dr. Burroughs, of Ports
mouth, New Hampshire; and Mr. Tenbroeck, of Portland, in Maine. 
One of the most pleasing impressions made on my mind by that 
Tisit, and which I have ever delighted to recall and speak of, re
sulted from the uniform hospitality and kindness experienced from 
one end of our land to the other. Whenever, since that time, I 

• While in Boston, the corner-atone ot at. Paul'e Church was laid, aDd I th_ 
became ACquainted with Bishop Griawold, Dr. Janis, aDd other clergy. Dr. Gardiaer 
delivered a eevere lecture on UnitariaDiam., ataDdiDg on the corner·stone of the new 
thurcb along one of the streets of Boston. 
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have heard any thing like a comparison instituted between dift'eren' 
portions of our country in this respect, I have entered my protest 
against it. Circumstances render hospitality more easy to the rich 
in the.South, by reason of their numerous servants and large estates; 
but, according to the means possessed, the hospitality is the same 
everywhere. It is, indeed, the most nniversal good feature in the 
character of man. When Mr. Pickering, at Salem, (my father's old 
friend and comrade in the Revolution,) cleaned my boots at daylight 
in the morning, and at a later period Bishop Griswold, in Boston, 
did the same, I felt that no greater hospitality could be shown me 
by the richest layman or Bishop of the South. All sectional pre
judices I have ever endeavoured to discourage. Although I am 
aware of the adv&ntage of having natives of the soil to he ministers 
in Virginia, yet do I always condemn any disposition to object to 
worthy ministers, come from whence they may. Virginia has reaped 
much advantage from ministers coming from most distant parts. 
Taking warning from the unhappy dissensions of other denomina
tions on one painful subject, may our Church be at peace and prove 
one bond of union to the land! In advocating the claims of the 
Oolonization Society from Northern pulpits, I always commended it 
for this, that, however we might differ as to the subject of slavery, 
we might all agree touching this mode of benefiting the African 
race; and there has been a very general and happy agreement. 

It being evident that I must have gained some considerable share 
of information concerning the Church from the places thus visited 
and the persons seen and conversed with, I proceed to mention a 
few things which resulted from this visit. 

INTRODUOTION or MORE HYMNS INTO TIlB PRAYBR-BOOK. 

To my surprise, I found that there was a. liberty taken in regard 
to hymns in public worship to which I had not been ,accustomed. 
Not only were there voluntaries before and after service, with words 
chosen by the choir or minister at pleasure, but there were several 
hymn-books in use not known to the Church, as, for instance, in 
Savannah, Georgia, and in Trinity Church, Boston. I saw also a 
few printed hymns for some special occasion at Dr. Moore's Church 
in Newburyport, Massachusetts. This struck me very forcibly, 
having been from a child accustomed only to those in the Prayer
Book; nor did it strike me very favourably.* I was not aware at 

* Before the revival of the Churcb in Virginia, Dr. BucbauoD, ot RicbmoDd, had 
aIIO a COllectiOD of hi8 own; probably ODe of the Euglisb COllectiOD8. 
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that time that a variety of hymn-books was allowed in the English 
Church, and I knew that each denomination in this country deemed 
it best to have its own selection. Being conscious, however, that 
we were stinted in hymns, whether for public, social, or private use, 
and that many psalms were badly versified or unsuited for Christian 
worship, I introduced a motion at the General Convention of 1828, 
for additional hymns and a revision and selection of the metrical 
psalms, and had the honour of being placed at the head of the 
Committee of the Lower House. I urged the measure by stating 
the diversity whieh I had witnessed a few yea1"S before, and plead 
for such an increase of hymns and selection of psalms as would 
&D8wer all the purposes of private, social, and public worship. Dr. 
Jarvis supported the resolution, and, I think, seconded it, though 
maintaining that there was a perfect liberty here, as in England, 
to have a variety of selections, as the hymns and psalms formed 
no integral part of the Prayer-Book, but were only an appendage, 
not subject to rubrics. The joint committee of both Houses, being 
appointed, met during the interval between that and the next Gene 
ral Convention. Dr. Muhlenberg, one of the Committee, selected, 
prepared, and published a volume of hymns for the use of the Com
mittee, many of which were adopted. Dr. Onderdonk, afterward 
Bishop of Pennsylvania, also prepared a number of para.phrases of 
Scripture, some of which were also introduced into our collection. 
Severe strictures having from time to time been passed upon our 
work, I beg leave to oft"er a few remarks upon them. In the first 
place, I affirm that Done but those who engage in the work of se
lecting hymns have any idea of the difficulty of the work. Dr. 
Muhlenberg had collected hymn-books from all over England and 
America, and brought a large basketful of them to the meeting. 
They covered the table arouud which the Committee sa.t. I recollect 
the remark with which he introduced them,-that he had no idea, 
when he undertook the work, what a mass of bad poetry and false 
sentiment was to be found in the hymn-books of the different de
nominations of England and America, and how difficult it was to 
get a good selection. The Committee found it so in the progress 
of their examination. The various and strange tastes which sought 
to be gratified in the selection formed another difficulty. I re
member that one of the first classical scholars of the Church, and 
an excellent divine, proposed a great favourite to the Committee, 
expressing a most earnest desire for its admission, and there was 
every disposition to gratify him; but the hymn was so entirely un 
aaitable that no one could think of adopting it. Another instance 
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may be mentioned. At this time the delegation from Soutl Care.
lina came around to the General Convention by sea, and it was 
thoaght desirable, by one, at least, of their delegation, to have a 
hymn suited to their case while on the ocean. Accordingly, one 
had been prepared, and was pat into my hands. The first line of 
it read thus:-

.. 0 thou epithetrexhauatlng ocoan I" 

I need not say that it found no support in the Committee, being 
even more objectionable than one which may be found in some hymn
books, and which it was wished to have in oura, namely, "The Star 
of the East." Each partook too much of the character of pagan 
worship. The selection which has been made, we think, does not 
deserve the criticisms which have been unsparingly passed upon it. 
When we read the names of such men as White, Hobart, Pro
fessor Turner, Dr. Muhlenberg, and Mr. Francis Key, as members 
of the Committee, we might surely expect something more deserv
ing of praise than censure. The selection has been highly esteemed 
by many good jadges. When in England, at the house of Mr. 
Bickersteth, who had them, I was pleased to hear him say that it 
was either the very best, or among the best, he had ever seen; and 
he lived in the midst of hundreds, and had himself selected one for 
his own parish. Among the objections made to some of the hymns 
of our selection, I have been amused to hear the following,-namely, 
tbt we had altered the poetry of the authors of them. Now, it 
happens that one of the rules adopted by the Committee was, to 

give the preference to the original when it could be ascertained, 
except when there was some very sufficient reason. When a hymn 
was proposed, the original was called for. Certain changes com· 
plained of were actual returns to the originals from the versions in 
common use, whose compiler had altered them. 

As to the desire expressed by some for an increase of hymns, I 
confess I cannot feel the force of it, being convinced that a smaller 
number frequently used, whether in private or public, is likely to 
produce the greater effect. I do not mean to condemn selections 
for Sunday-schools, and perhaps for some social meetings, bat am 
still decidedly in favour of one book of hymns and psalms, as in the 
American Church, rather than the unbounded liberty of the English 
Church, where so many hundreds, I believe, are in use. 
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PUBLIC BAPTISM AND PIOUS SPONSORS ADVOCATED. 

In my intercourse with maoy ministers and churches I discovered 
that there were very low notions and practices as to the adminis
tration of baptism and the qualification of sponsors, little or no 
regard being paid to the rubric, though so express as to the public 
performance of it, and sponsors being admitted without any refer
ence to their pious qualities. My friend, Mr. Francis S. Key, and 
myself had often mourned over the profanation of this sacrament 
in Virginia and Maryland, where, in its private performance, even 
nogodly boys and girls had been sometimes admitted as sponsors. 
We were both of us on the Committee on the State of the Church, 
and there introduced, after a proper preamble, the following reso
lution to be acted on by the House :-" Reaolved, That it- is the 
opinion of this General Convention that the ordinance of baptism 
ought, in all p088ible cases, to be administered in public, and that 
when necessity requires it to be administered in private, then the 
office for private baptism should be used, and the infant and spon
IOrs should be afterward required to appear in Church aod to con
form to the rubric in that respect, and that the Right Reverend 
the Bishops be respectfully requested to call the attention of the 
clergy to this subject, and to enjoin upon them a particular care in 
requiring proper qualifications in those who are admitted as SPOD
urs." We were surprised to find ourselves opposed by those who 
held the highest views of the efficiency of baptism, and who ought 
OD that account to have desired to see it most highly honoured in 
the performance. After considerable discu88ion, the following sub
etitute was adopted :-" The House of Clerical and Lay Deputiee, 
reverting to the notices of private baptism in some of the preceding 
statements, (the report from Virginia called special attention to it,) 
respectfully request the House of Bishops to insert in the pastoral 
letter, solicited by this House, their opinion and advice on the sub
ject of the existing custom of administering private baptism without 
a great and reasonable cause, and of using in private the public 
office; and also on the proper qualification of sponsors." The 
difFerence between our resolution and its substitute is obvious and 
great. The resolution expressed a positive and strong opinioD Oil 

the part of the clergy and laity that certain evils existe~, and ought 
to be corrected, requesting the Bishops to warn against them in 
their pastoral letter. The substitute expressed no opinion on the 
part of the House, but placed it all in the hands of the Bishops, 
merely requesting their opinion and advice on the subject. It Will 
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then (for certain reasons) more customary for those in the majority 
to throw every thing into the hands of the Bishops, and those who 
doubted the propriety of such a course were regarded as wanting 
in respect for Bishops, and no Churchmen. * As some of us feared, 
the opinion of the House of Bishops was not such as we desired. 
It was regarded as rather apologizing for than condemning the 
violation of rubrics in relation to baptism, though admitting the 
duty and importance of public baptism and of pious spon80n. It 
is due to Bishop White, the supposed author of the pastoral, to say, 

• A .... t ohaDge took place in thia reepeot in after-years. It was particularl1 
llUlllifeated at the time of the lengthened diecUllion in the Lower R01lllll OD the 
queation of Bishop MoDftine's oo_tion. The BiBhops, by a m-.Jorit)' of one, 
were in taTODr of deolmng the Diocese of Ohio ftOIUlt, and prooeeding to the COIl

_tion of Bishop MoDnine. After waiting the deciaion of the other R01lllll for 
nearly two weeki, the qneetion was taken and the aotion of the Bishopa IeDt down. 
It being underatood by SODle, that the oommunioation of the House of Bishopa was 
in favour of CIOIIII8CI'r.tion, a strong and IUC08llllful oppoaition was made to ita being 
read, on the ground that it was improper that the sentiments of the Bishopa should 
be allowed to haTe any inluence on the opinions of the membera of the other HoUIIL 
'fen 1ear1 befora that, indeed, when m1 oonsecration was the BubJeot of diBcDllion 
lor one weak in the Lower House, on the alleged ground of a condition &UDexed to 
it b7 the Diocese of Virginia, it was wen lmown that the BiBhops, with ono excep
tion, (Bishop BaTenscroft,) were in faTODr of oon_ration, with a certain protest 
aplnat the oondition; but Btill the oppoaition W&l 8trong for one week. In both 
of theee cues, the TOtee generally were too clearly marked by party distinction 
DOt to induce the belief that such distinctions had their in8.uenoe. The same might 
be ll&id in a IOmewhat leaser degree of the oppoeition made to the oonseoration of 
other Bishopa lince the aboTe. It baa 10 happened that the difliculties as to OOD

aeeration haTe alway8 ooourred in regard to those of one party In the Church,
that of the minorit)'. Some oandid men of the majorit)' haTe admitted that party 
feeling mUlt haTO had a controlling in8.uence. Should those who haTe in timee put 
been in the minorit)' eTer beoome predominant, it i8 hoped that they will Dot foUow 
the eumple which has been set. A most striking instance of the aboTe-mentioned chan" in relation to the &lking the opinion of Bishops, or requeeting that they 
pTe adnoe in their pastorala on Bome disputed subJeot, may be found in the oppo
Iition made to a proposed requeet that the Bishops would notice the Trr.otarir.n 
hereeiee in tile pastoral of 1844. 

Hitherto, the Bishop8, either by request or without it, had deiiTered their opiniODl 
and warninp freel1 on TmoUl disputed subjeota, but when it W&l wished that they 
shoald warn the Charch against these dangeroUl doctrinee and praotices, whose 
doota haTe beea 10 pernioiOUl to the Church, a moet nolent and I1ICOe8Iful oppo
lidon was lUCIe. Aa a matter of faot or hiatol')' only do I allude to these thlnp, 
among othera, as worthy of remembranee and oapr.ble of beinl turned to _e 
pod UIIL I am .not anxiOUl to make the Bishops diotatora to the other Roue, 
or to throw undue power into their handa. Aa to the pastoral letters, 110 far from 
deeiring to make them diecUSl and settle doctrines, I haTe been moet decided in 
opinion, for IIOme ye&rl pas" that they had better be omitted altogether, or lOme
thing quite di&rent be adopted in their place. 
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that not very long after this he became 8&tisfied that more decism 
measures ought to be adopted, and gave notice in &11 the three 
churches under his care, that henceforth there should be no more 
private baptisms in those churches, except for such cases as the 
rubric justified. In speaking to me on the subject soon after thiB 
order, he made this significant remark :-that if the parents had 80 

little respect for the ordinance that they would not bring their chil
dren to the church, it only proved that the baptism would be of 
very little service to them, thereby showing that he regarded the 
chief efficacy thereof to depend on the view the parents took of it, 
and the use they made of it in the education of their children. On, 
remark I beg leave to make &8 to the qualification of sponsors. 
Some ministers question their right to interfere &8 to the qualifi
cation of sponsors, in the absence of a positive statute. Are they 
then forbidden to exclude infidels, blasphemers, and most aban
doned persons? If permitted and bound to require proper qualifi
cations in adults coming to baptism, in candidates desiring Con
firmation and the Communion, does not consistency require that 
they avert from the Church the shame of such an abuse of the sacred 
office of sponsors as sometimes occurs? The circumstance which 
determined my mind more resolutely than ever against private 
baptism and improper sponsors was the fact, that not long before 
this efFort in the General Convention I consented to baptize a child 
in private, and during the ceremony discovered, to my deep conce:u, 
that the father, who had the child in his arms, and W8S acting .. 
sponsor, W&8 in a state of intoxication. I have during my ministry 
found it a comparatively easy task to prevent any but communicantB 
presenting themselves as sponsors. By preaching on the subject, 
and showing its great inconsistency, I have generally prevented 
such applications, and when they have been made, I ha\'"e never 
failed to convince the persons thus applying of the impropriety of 
the step proposed, by going over with them the baptismal service, 
and appealing to their own consciences and judgments. Rarely, 
if ever, has it happened that I W&8 unable to receive into the visible 
Church any child, where parents desired it, no matter how unsuit.
able they were to become sponsors, &8 there could, by a short delay 
and a little trouble, be found some one communicant who would 
perform the part. I have on some few occasions acted &8 sponsor 
myself, making of course some changes in the service. 
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PROPOSBD ALTBRATION IN THB THIRTY·PIlTH CANON. 

Another subject came up in this Convention worthy of some 
notice. It was the meaning and design of the thirty-fifth canon, 
which relates to the officiating of those not ministers of our Church 
in the houses of worship belonging to our communion. On my 
visit to Newburyport the preceding year, I spent several days in 
the hospitable family of th Rev. Dr. Morse, Episcopal minister in 
that place. So far from condemning me for preaching in the pnl
pits of other denominations on the subject I had in hand, as " Sopater 
of Berea," and perhaps some others, had done, he informed me 
that only on the preceding Sabbath he had a most respectable 
minister of the Presbyterian denomination in his pulpit, and justified 
the act. At the succeeding General Convention, in the year 1820, 
to my surprise, he brought forward a proposition to repeal the 
thirty-fifth canon, which seemed to forbid what he had done, and 
which he also alleged might be construed so as to forbid lay read
ing in our churches. His proposition was referred to a committee, 
which reported unfavourably. It was nevertheless carried. Being 
sent to the House of Bishops for concurrence, it was there nega
tived. A committee of conference was proposed and agreed to, 
and I was one of the committee. On a meeting of the joint com
mittee, it was urged, by those who were in favour of its being re
scinded, that our Bishops and ministers, in seeking to build up our 
Church in many places where we had no houses of worship, were 
often allowed the use of those of other denominations, and it would 
be unbecoming in us to seek or accept such favours without being 
willing to grant similar ones. The meeting, however, broke up 
without any agreement. On that or the following day I dined with 
Bishop Hobart at a Mr. Smith's, of Philadelphia, and just before 
dinner the Bishop took me aside and read me something which he 
thought would satisfy all parties. It is the same which may be 
seen on page 58 of the Journal of the Convention of 1820. It is 
&8 follows":-

"The Bishops have found by experience that such ministers, [those not 
of our Church,] in Dlany instances, preaohing in our churches and to our 
congregations, avail themselves of such opportunities to inveigh against 
the principles of our comDlunion; and in some instances have endeavoured 
to obtain a common right with us t.o our property. It is therefore not 
from want of oharity to worthy persons dissenting from UB, but for the 
maintenance of suoh charity, and to avoid oollision, that we declare our 
non-concurrenoe. The Bishops further deolare their opinion concerning 
the thirty-fifth canon as it now stands, that it does not prohibit the oli-

Vol. 1I.--~ 
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oiatiug of pioua and l'elpectable per80Da .. lay readers in our ohurches, 1D 
ouee of neceaaity and expedieucy; nor eM leflding 0/ any churc1& to 4111 
rupectabk congregation Oft any OCCtJIWn 0/ emergency." 

It will be seen that in the foregoing exposition of the Bisho,. 
there is no exclusive offensive reason assigned for their non-con
currence, but one which all candid persons must admit to be good, 
-which indeed all denominations act upon, according to circum
stances. It is not said that no other ministers but ours have a 
right to preach, and that none but ours must enter Episcopal pul
pits, but that, to promote charity, to prevent collision, it is best 
that they be opened only to our own, except when justifying causes 
exist. That we have suft"ered at times in the way complaiDed of, 
in permitting the too free use of our churches, is a fact too well 
known !-O us in Virginia, as elsewhere. I have on more than one 
occasion advised the refusal of our churches, when there was no rea
sonable cause for the loan of them. Against the uniting in free and 
common churches I have protested from my first entrance on the 
ministry, and have on various occasions been "instrumental in sub-
3tituting Episcopal churches for such. Of coone, it is for the 
ministers and vestries to apply the reasoning and advice of the 
Bishops, and decide when it is proper to open our churches to 
others. There is not much cause to fear the excessive hospitality 
of our own or other denominations in this respect; for all are 80 

multiplying houses of worship through the land that there is little 
need of ·it. The jealousy of sects is also a sufficient safegnard 
against excess. Let me add, in conclusion, that this was an old 
canon of the English Ohurch, adopted, like many others, into our 
code. Its title in England, and for many years in our own land, 
was, "Concerning the officiating of strangers, &c." It was de
signed to prevent strolling impostors from getting into our pulpit&, 
and therefore their regular credentials were required to be shown 
to the vestries and ministers. Had it been originally framed to 
prevent all non-Episcopalian ministers from being admitted into 
Episcopal pulpits, it would surely have been declared in some plain, 
honest way, and the word "strangers" not have been used, for that 
would have been most inapplicable to some worthy ministers of 
other denominations living in the same town or parish, and well 
known. For many yean the same title was used in the American 
Church. In the Convention of 1808, a committee was appointed 
(of which Dr. Hobart was one) to revise the canons. The title of 
the old canon. and nothing else, was altered, and perhaps witho1B 
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mcussioll or observation. Bishop Hobart was a good expositor of 
the design of the. change, and of the construction to be put upon it. 
It is to be regretted that any alteration took place in the title. 
The Ohurch has sustained injury by it in the increased prejudice 
produced by the construction put upon it by some too zealous friends 
and some too bitter foes,-namely, that the Episcopal Ohurch hereby 
denies the right of any other minister to preach the Gospel, which 
is inconsistent with the exposition given of it by the House of 
Bishops. Without any such canon, all the ministers and trustees 
of other denominations guard their churches against intruders, and 
lend them out when it is deemed expedient. For various reasons, 
ours will always be yet more particular, even without law. 

TRB GBNBRAL TRBOLOGICAL 8BKINARY. 

The General Theological Seminary was first established in New 
!'ork in the year 1817, then removed to New Haven, as a more 
suitable place. Jacob Sherred, of New York, bequeathed a large 
sum to a seminary within the State. A question arORe as to the 
construction of the, will. Bishop Hobart maintained that the be
quest properly belonged to New York, and that he had established 
a seminary there to inherit and apply it. Others thought somewhat 
difFerently. A General Oonvention was called in October, 1821, to 
settle the question. After much discussion, it was resolved that 
the seminary should be restored to New York on certain terms, and 
with a new constitution,-placing it, as many thought, too much in 
the power of the Bishop and diocese of New York. In Bishop 
White's Memoirs of the Episcopal Ohurch in America, the follow
ing account is given of this transaction. Speaking of the committee 
to whom the subject was referred, he says, "All the members of 
the committee concurred in giving praise to Judge Oameron, of North 

. Carolina, for the ability and good-temper manifested by him in the 
progress of the business; and the same were again displayed by 
him when it came before the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies. 
However, it did not pass without opposition, which was almost 
entirely confined to the clerical and lay gentlemen of Virginia, with 
whom it is a favourite idea to establish a theological professorship 
in the Oollege of William and Mary." I endorse all that is here 
said of Judge Oameron. I knew his venerable father,-one of the 
beat of our old Virginia clergymen. I think I knew the son well. 
I heard him, during the time of his first love, tell what God had 
done for his 8Oul, under the ministry of Dr. Bedell, while in North 
Carolina. He said, "If' I have experienced a change in my soul, 
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I know that it was done by God's Spirit. That Spirit began the 
work, not I." He had no sympathy with certain views of religion, 
even then too prevalent. He did not desire the semina.ry to be 
placed at New York. He thought the terms forced upon the Church 
were hard; but they were the best that could be obtained, and 
the good-temper displayed by him was in submitting to them and 
counselling others to do so. I remember his speech well, and 
conversed freely with him in private. The question he believed to 
be between a General Seminary in New York, under the partial 
influence of the whole Church besides, or a Diocesan Seminary in 
New York, with Sherred's legacy and all the wealth and power 
and numbers of that State,-able to overwhelm a General Seminary 
elsewhere without funds. He believed, or at least hoped, that the 
evil of the undue influence of New York in the General Seminary: 
under the constitution as agreed upou by the committee, would 1>6 
chiefly at the beginning, and would be decreasing every year. In 
glowing prophetic vision, he saw the Church extending itself over 
the land; new dioceses rising up in every part and rapidly ruling 
themselves with ministers and churches,-sending their funds to 
the treasury of the General Seminary, and, on their account, as 
well as on account of the ministers, having the right to regulate 
the seminary; by which means the power of the General Church 
would be increasing, and that of New York proportionally decreas. 
ing. This he said to comfort those of us who feared the over
whelming influence of New York. I remember well how he applied 
the prophetic words of the patriarch Jacob, that" the Bceptre Bltould 
not depart/rom Judah until Shiloh come; and unto kim B"ould be 
the gathering oj the nationB." I do not sa.y that the scriptural ap
plication was correct, but his meaning was plain. The dioceses 
were to be the gathering together of the nations to take the sceptre 
from New York in the management of the General Seminary. 
Bishop White also intimates that the opposition from Virginia pro
ceeded from" a. fa.vourite idea with us to establish a theological 
professorship in William and Mary College." We ought to haVE 
been better acquainted with our views, motives, and reasons than any 
one eI8£". We were then struggling on with our effort at Williams
burg, faint, yet pursuing, with Dr. Keith and one student, and scarce 
any funds. We knew not but Virginia might have to depend on some 
General Seminary. It was not a selfish attachment to Virginia alone 
-8. desire for the aggrandizement of ourselves or the destruction 
of others-which prompted what we said and did. Not knowing 
how soon we might have to rely on a gen£"ral institution, we wished 
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it placed under more favourable auspices for the promotion of what 
we believed to be sound views of the Gospel and the Church; tha.n 
it would be in New York. The writer of these lines recollects his 
thoughts, and almost his very words, when he dared to lift up his 
voice even in opposition to Judge Cameron. Whether Judge 
Cameron, with all his purity of motive and strength of mind and 
practical wisdom, was in this instance right, or those so greatly his 
inferiors in all respects, let subsequent events and the present con
trolling influence of New York in the conduct of the General Semi
nary declare. The sceptre has not yet departed from Judah; 
Shiloh has not yet come. The gathering together of the nations 
(dioceses) has not yet been, and never will be. It was even for
mally proposed, some years since, by the Bishop of Western New 
York, to give it up entirely into the hands of New York, and let the 
several sums contributed from other dioceses be returned to them • 

.. RUBticus expectat dum deflut amnia, et iUe." 

.. Labitul', et labetur, in omue volubi1iB mvum." 

PROPOSAL BY THB HOUSE OF BISHOPS, IN THE YEAR 1826, TO 

MAKE SOMB CHANGBS IN THB SBRVICB. 

In my second article it was stated that Bishop Hobart acknow
ledged that there were some delinquents as to the use of the ante
Communion service in New York, as well as in Virginia, Maryland, 
or elsewhere, and that the discovery of this fact had something to 
do with his proposed changes.. I had a few years before-perhaps 
at the General Convention, 1823-told him that some of his clergy, 
chiefly in Western New York, were not more regular than some 
others in the Church. This, at the time, he could not assent to ; 
but, at the opening of the Convention of 1826, he took me aside 
and said that, on inquiry, he had found that I WIIS correct, and 
that he meant to propose something which he thought would satisfy 
all parties and produce a happy uniformity throughout the Church. 
His plan was soon proposed to and adopted by the other Bishops, 
and, being sent down to the Lower House, was, after some discus
lion, adopted by it, and spread before the Church for rejection or 
ratification by the enluing General Convention. By this proposal, 
the Litany might be omitted, except on special occasions. * One or 
more of the Psalms might be selected and read by the minister in 
place of the morning or evening portions. The les80n might be 

* Tbis was withdrawn before the vote was taken in the Lower RO\lH. 
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abridg~ by the minister, only so that not le88 than fonrteen venes 
be retained. The ante-Communion sernce was to be read on every 
Sabbath. A change was to be made in the preface to the Confirma
tion service and in one of the prayers of the same. By the latter, 
the vexed question of baptismal regeneration was to be settled, and 
settled at the lowest point,-namely, that of a mere change or 
state or conditional title to salvation,-in opposition to certain 
views which the Bishops said were imputed to the Church and inju
rious to it. This proposal was unanimously adopted by all the 
Bishops present. Bishop Moore, being absent, was much dissatis
fied with it, and, at the next Convention in Virginia, most earnestly 
invoked a protest of the diocese against it. But for this appeal and 
a tender regard for the feelings of the Bishop, I believe that the 
Church in Virginia would, by its silence at least, have consented to 
the action of the General Convention,-although none of us were 
satisfied with some things in it. I took occasion at another Con· 
vention, where the delegates to the General Convention were directed 
to vote against the proposed changes, to declare my continued con
viction that the action of the General Convention had been, on the 
whole, calculated to do good, though I meant not to oppose what had 
been determined on in the Convention of Virginia. The adoption 
of the changes would have eft'ected much of what seems now 80 

,generally desired. Had the change proposed, whereby the meaning 
of baptismal regeneration was fixed at its lowest point, been adopted, 
there would have been, by anticipation, a protest of the whole Church 
against all that flood of error in relation to the eft'ects of baptism 
of infants which has been since brought in by the Tractarian heresy. 
I would not, however, be understood as endorsing Bishop Hobart's 
mode of explaining our baptismal service, as I believe another is 
more consistent with the whole tenor of our services, of which the 
hypothetical theory, or the judgment of charity, is the way for their 
true understanding. The lead which Virginia took in opposition to the 
measure was followed by some other Conventions; and, as it failed 
to give general satisfaction, Bishop Hobart proposed its withdrawal, 
and it was accordingly withdra.wn, and the obligation to use the 
ante-Communion service on every Sabbath was left to rest on ita 
former doubtful foundation. The Bishops had indeed expressed 
their opinion that it was obligatory, but it was of course only an 
opinion, wanting the force of law, as the General Convention ha«l 
Dever adopted it. Nor did the Bishops claim more for it. 
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THB BPISOOPAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL UJJJION. 

This was established at the General Convention of 1826. No
thing of its formation appears on the journal, for it 1f8,8 not even 
proposed to the House. It was the wish of some to make it an 
institution of the Convention, and such a proposition was talked of; 
but the whole history of the action of the General Convention was 
against it. On more than one occasion, individuals had applied to 
the Convention or to the House of Bishops to adopt or recommend 
certain Church-books, but were refused on the ground that the 
General Convention was formed for other purposes, and that the 
precedent would be bad. In that very year,-1826,-the Rev. Mr. 
Barlow brought forward a scheme for a Church book-establishment, 
and was permitted to occupy many hours in the explanation and 
advocacy of it. The following resolution was adopted in regard to 
it :-"BuoltJed, As the opinion of this House, that, without enter· 
ing at all into the merits of the plan noticed in the report of the 
committee, it is inexpedient to legislate on the subject." On an
other occasion an efTort was made to form a General Education 
Society under the patronage of the General Convention. This also, 
after being considered for some time, was postponed, and never 
resumed. In truth, the only institutions which have been brough' 
under the General Convention are the General Seminary and the 
Missionary Society; and whether they give any encouragement for 
the trial of others, all may judge for themselves. The Episcopal 
Sunday-School Union was therefore, as has since been publicly 
and formally admitted by itself, a voluntary institution. Several 
attempts were made, at dift'erent General Conventions, to have it 
enrolled and recognised among the general institutions of the 
Church; but they failed,-the Convention being reminded that it 
was only a voluntary society. The determination of the Church 
not to embatrus itself and produce discord, by adopting any such 
institution, was further manifested by the failure of an efTort made 
in 1847 by Bishop Henshaw, who proposed to have a committee 
flf both Houses to prepare a few catechetical books for the children 
of the Church, with a view to uniformity and harmony. It was 
opposed by Bishops Delancy, Whittingham, Hopkins, and myself. 
After a discussion during a part of several days, the question being 
taken, the mover of the'resolutiou was the only one who voted for it. 

There was, however, from the time of its formation a general 
disposition to encourage the Episcopal Sunday-Scho(\l Union as a 
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"O)UDtu'yeoeiety. The A.ericu s-day-Selaool C'nion and the 
Americaa Tract Societies wen noble iDstit1ltioas, aDd £urniahei 
many excellent and suitable worb for indiTidaala, families, and 
S1IDday-schools; but they could not Apply certain books settiD& 
forth the peeuliaritiee of the dil'erent denominations in connectioD 
with the Gospel It was therefore desirable that Episcopalians .. 
welJ as others shonJd hue some organisatioa for BUpplying ncb. 
It 11'&8 distinctly understood, at the establishment of 0111'8 in 1826, 
that it shonld &88l11De DO party character, but be conducted on bOe
ral comprehensi .. e principles, setting forth only thoee common truths 
about which EpiBcopalians are agreed,-which platf'orm baa heeD 
repeatedly declared since then. Accordingly, the diocese of Vir
ginia, at the &rat ConTention after its organisation, earnestly re
commended it to the patronage of the Episcopalians of the State. 
A few months only, howeyer, had elapsed, when some of its publi
cations contained sentiments Tery dil'erent from what was expected, 
and which were calculated to dissatisfy many of us. I immediately 
wrote to the chief manager of ito-the present Bishop of Maryland, 
--making complaints. In reply, I was usured that the greateR 
pains shonld be taken in the fnture to avoid giving offence; that 
the book most objected to shonld be withdrawn from circnJation; 
and that henceforth boob favouring both parties in the Church 
shonld be published. I did not question the sincerity of the promiae 
and intention, but saw the impracticability of the plan proposed. 
Thus disappointed, I did not take any particular concern in the 
operation of the Society after that. I only 8&11' that from time to 

time some things came out which were criticised, and which I conld 
not approve, though there were many good little boob published 
for children, chiefly from the pens of pious writers in England. At 
length, when Tractarian publications began to mnltiply in our own 
and Mother-Church, the character of the issues of this Society be
came more and more tinctured with the falae doctrines of that 
Ichool. Complaints became 80 numerous and heavy, that in the 
IIl11Dmer of 1846, when a number of Bishops were in New York at 
the annual meeting of the General Missionary Society, the Execu
tiTe Committee of the Union was convened, and the complaints 
ltated. An order was then passed that a set of all the books 9f 
the Society shonld be sent to each Bishop for examination. On 
receiving and examining those sent to myself, I found so much to 
object to, that the duty was felt to spread the same before the 
Church. This was done in an octavo pamphlet of more than sixty 
pages. For 80 doing I received luuch severe ceusure from the prell 
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and elsewhere. My charges were pronounced to be false. The 
books were declared to be worthy of all praise, and to have no un
sound doctrine in them. The Ohurch was solemnly and repeatedly 
called on to sustain it just as it was. Seeing that there was no 
promise or hope of amendment, a number of those who believed 
that better books and tracts might be procured determined to form 
another voluntary Society, in which those who agreed in sentiment 
might with more harmony and efficiency benefit the Ohurch by the 
preB8, and resist that torrent of evil which was pouring itself over 
our own and Mother-Ohurch. Wherefore a number of Bishops, 
clergy, and laity, who met together at the Convention of 1847, 
in New York, united in forming what is called the Evangelical 
Knowledge Society. For so doing they have been stigmatized by 
many of the friends of the other Society as the promoters of division, 
eohism, and disoord, and as slandering that Society, whose publica
tions were still defended as sound and useful. God has neverthe
le88 been pleased to bless our etTorts and to extend the sphere of 
our operations beyond our first hopes. Under these circumstances, 
at the last General Oonvention, a most unexpected and extraordi
nary call was made upon us to oease from our work and unite with 
the elder Society under a somewhat new organization, whioh dis
avowed all former claims by its friends of being other than a volun
tary society, and made fresh pledges of the avoidance of all which 
could otTend any sincere and pious Episcopalian. Had the regular 
officers and members of this Society, after due consideration, for
mally proposed to those of the Evangelical Knowledge Society a 
conference for the purpose of inquiring whether there might not be 
a union of etTort on some liberal basis, and, having agreed on the 
8&me, called upon the Church generally to sustain such a union, 
there would liave been something worthy the name of compromise, 
though I do not believe such union practicable or likely to satisfy 
long. Or had the managers of the elder Society been content to 
discard such of their books as were at length found to be unworthy, 
and made, even on the ground of expediency, certain changes in 
others, and resolved on the most oomprehensive and conciliatory 
mode of action for the future, and left the other Society to do ita 
Qwn work in its own way, there would have been nothing to com
plain of. All must have desired to see the work of reformation go 
on. But instead of this, as though it were the only Society having 
a right to exist, having resolved on certain changes and certain 
promises, and forgetful of past failures, it calls upon all the clergy 
and congregations of the Ohurch to rally around its banner, and it 
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only, under pain of being regarded as wanting in true attachment 
to the Church and devoid of Christian charity. If such is not the 
position which the old Society (under an altered name) has assumed 
toward the Evangelical Knowledge Society, consisting of a large 
number of Bishops, clergy, and laity of the Church, I have mistaken 
the movement. So have I understood the language of its managers, 
its committees, and its active friends, as spoken throughout the land. 
As to the probability of success in making it answer all the wanta 
of the whole Church, it is not in place to discuss the question. It 
is suftioient to say that the Evangelical Knowledge Society has seen 
no cause to relinquish its work. That work is not the division of 
thf' Church, (as has been falsely charged upon it,) either as designed 
or as the natural or probable consequence. On the contrary, the 
best method of preventing division is to allow a reasonable liberty 
of thought. and action. By attempting hermetically to seal the 
minds and lips of men, there may be a swelling and an explosion. 
In our Mother-Church, different societies, having the same great 
object in view, but using somewhat different means, are not con
sidered as interfering with the unity and welfare of the Church. 
Many there are, among .both clergy and laity, who actively co-ope
rate with different societies. I sincerely hope that both of our 
Societies may be worthy ()f such general patronage. 

THB DOJlBSTIC AND FORBIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THB CHURCH. 

Our Churoh was too tardy in this noble enterprise, especially a8 
to the foreign department. The first impulse given to us was the 
tender of some pecuniary help from the Church Missionary Society 
of our mother-country, if we would enter upon the work. ThE 
missionary character and tendency of the Colonization Society did 
much to excite our Church to action. The plea for Africa was a 
pathetic one, addressing itself to all hearts. But it was not heard 
at once by all. Even after our first efforts in behalf of that unhappy 
land, I heard an old and respectable clergy maD of our Church, 
preaching at one of our General Convcntions, designate the foreign 
mi88ionary effort as a wild crusade, and another of high standing 
express the opinion that the foreign missionary work was for other 
denominations, and the domestic for Episcopalians. In three years 
after, however, I heard the latter plead zealously for the foreign 
missionary cause. An effort for preparing coloured miBBionariea 
for Africa was made at Hartford under the patroDage of Bishop 
Brownell and Dr. Wainwright, but, from various causes, it proved 
of but little avail. The efF( rts of our Virginia Seminary commenced 
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with preparing Mr. and Mrs. Hill for the Greek mISsion, and nave 
ever since been sueeessfully continued. The miBBionary work went 
on gradually increasing on its first platform until the year 1835. 
Some of its friends then thought that its labours and funds might 
more rapidly increase if some changes in its organization were 
eft'ected. It was proposed to place it more entirely under the 
patronage and direction of the General Convention; to constitute 
the whole Church, consisting of every baptized person and child, the 
Society; to declare the whole world to be but one field, forbidding 
the distinction of foreign and domestic, or so arranging it that no 
dissensions should arise in the management of them. I was not at 
the opening of this General Convention, being detained several 
days in Virginia. All things were agreed upon before my arrival 
between some of those who, from their location and other circum
stances, took a more active part in the conduct of the Society. On 
reaching Philadelphia., a number of those brethren whose lead I was 
always ready to follow in regard to such matters, and some of whom 
are yet alive, informed me that a most happy agreement had taken 
place among the active friends of missions, that all party distinctions 
were to be done away, and that, in proof of the liberal feeling toward 
those of our way of thinking-that one Bishop should be chosen for 
Chiua and two for the domestic field-one of the latter, together 
with the former, should be such as we would designate. Of course 
this was very acceptable to one who had never professed to be in
dift'erent to the distinctions which prevailed in the Church. It 
seemed to promise well. On conversing with that wise and good 
man, Bishop Griswold, I found that he was not at all carried away 
with the new plan; that he would rather it should assume more 
than less of the voluntary system, referring to the two successful 
Societies in England,-the Church Missionary Society and the So
ciety for Propagating the Gospel,-which had always acted on the 
voluntary principle. When the proposed changes came before the 
whole Society for discussion, there was, I thought, a disposition on 
the part of some to underrate the character and succe88 of the old 
organization, and I took the liberty to object to such strictures, 
and to refer to what it had done, and especially to the great increase 
of its funds for the last year or two, at the same ~ime declaring my 
intention to act with those who understood the operatiou of the 
Society better than myself. All things were settled on the new 
platform, and some of us continued until the last night of the Con
vention under the pleasing expectation of having two miBBionary 
Bishops of our own choice; but it so happened that two of the other 
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side were chosen for the domestic field, and the election of one for 
the foreign field was indefinitely postponed. This, among other 
things, may help to account for the fact that some of us are rather 
fearful of what are called compromises. 

Though thus disappointed, we determined to support the new 
organization. In many addresses throughout Virginia, I advocated 
the peculiarities of it,-even as though it had commended itself 
entirely to my own choice and judgment. The Society under the 
new organization has certainly not succeeded as well as was expected 
by some. An impulse was given to it by the first extraordinary 
efforts made in its behalf, and its funds increased for a time; but, as 
they were already on the increase, it is impo88ible to say whether, 
with the same exertions, the increase under the old system might 
not have been even greater. Certain it is, that the annual increase 
soon began to decline, and that the advocates for the new arrange
ment were disappointed. The friends of missions have long mourned 
the want of zeal and liberality of the Church toward them. The 
domestic department especially has languished. The Constanti
nople mission dragged heavily for some years, then stopped alt<'
gether for want of men, meanR, and success. The Greek mission, 
being in a measure self-supporting, has sustained itself well. ThOle 
of China and Africa alone seemed to draw forth missionaries and 
support, and even these have done it in a degree most dispropor
tioned to the importance of the object and the wealth of the Church. 
At the last General Convention, the causes of failure were inquired 
into, especially with a view to some change in the management of 
the domestic department, which was in a very languishing condition. 
A night was appointed for the consideration of the subject. Through 
some mistake on my part 8S to the place of meeting, I was not 
present. I had intended, if present and opportunity offered, to 
have stated my own candid convictions as to the main causes of the 
deficiencies complained of. I should have referred to the notoriou8 
fact, that the domestic department was unpopular with a large portion 
of those entitled Low-Churchmen, whose funds were given reluc
tantly, while many on the other side were far from being liberal to 
either department. I heard it said by at least two of the Bishops, 
ranging on the other side, that it would be nece888ry to place both 
departments in the hands of Low-Churchmen, in order to draw forth 
funds from the people. That confidence was wanting in the other 
portion was evident from the fact, that a voluntary society had beeu 
formed in Philadelphia for the disposal of its funds on such missioD
aries as it might select. The committee of the General Society was 
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also changed, and some of well-known Low-Church views w"re put 
on it, in the hope of inspiring confidence and raising f'unds. Some 
effect has certainly been produced by this measure, though, unley 
other causes of' f'ailure be removed, the effect may be only tempo
rary. Had a similar course been pursued in the election of'Mission
ary Bishops at the reorganization in 1835, according to the supposed 
understanding of' some, and as was most reasonable, that liberal 
policy might have attached a larger number of' one portion of the 
Church to it, have received more f'unds, and have had some effect as 
to the kind of' mi88ionaries employed. But, in connection with this, 
there had been other causes in operation. I had never been dis
posed to ascribe to the domestic committee a desire or willingne8B 
to send unsuitable persons or men of' extravagant views to the 
domestic field, in preference to others. It was not their province, • 
indeed, to select where there were Bishops. The Bishops received 
certain sums of' money, and nominated the missionaries on whom it 
was to be expended. The committee must, indeed, approve; but 
all must see that when a Bishop makes his selection the committee 
can scarce object, except in some most noterious case. Whatever 
be the caUle, the fact is not to be questioned, that the reputation 
of thc Society has suffered from the reported character of' many of 
her mi88ionaries. Their very reports, in the" Spirit of Mi88ions," 
were often very unsatisf'actory on several accounts. To hearts 
imbued with evangelic feeling there was nothing to interest,
the mere externals of religion being dwelt upon, and even those 
not prospering. Their evil report came back to the Eastern 
States through various channels. Although there were doubtless 
a considerable number of worthy men among them, yet I havtl 
from time to time met with clergymen and laymen who were to 
be relied on, who, from their own observation, have declared that, &8 

to very many of them, we must have different men and of different 
views in the Western field, or our Church could never prosper. 
From Virginia many individuals and families have gone to various 
parts of the West, and from these, through their friends and rela
tives at home, I have heard much that was unfavourable. The great 
want of the Church, therefore, is not merely more missionaries, but 
more of the best kind,-evangelists in the truest sense of the 
word,-men of sense to eschew all follies and novelties, and men of 
self-denial and toil and with as much experience as possible. For 
such men must the Church pray and labour as she hopes for succe88. 
Many have withheld their f'unds from this Society, because not 
knowing unto whose support they might be given, and what false 
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views of the Goapel and the Church they might be made to promote. 
I confess that such has been my case for many years. At first, anct 
for some time, I gave my annual contributions to domestic missions, 
hoping the beat; but such were the accounts received in varioaa 
ways, and such the most unsatisfactory reports of some of tbe 
missionaries, that I could not continue them with a good conscience. 

Still, I avoided all public declaration of my difficulties, and never 
attempted to interfere with the conduct of others in regard to it. 
Though hoping that the time would come when, under favourable 
auspices, some voluntary society might by general consent be 
formed, I have hitherto discouraged all suggestions or proposals, 
either public or private, which looked toward a new society antago
nistic to that already established. In the Episcopal Missionary 
Society for the West, established 110 few years since in Philadelphia, 
I was pleased to see an organization which, while paying all due 
respect to the General Society, came as near as circumstances would 
allow to such an institution as will afford a channel for the convey
l.nce of funds to those missionaries, and those only, who are be
lieved by the donors to be calculated to disseminate the true doctrines 
of the Gospel and the Church. While it continues'to fulfil the end 
and design of its formation, I shall gladly contribute to its support. 
I shall also rejoice to know that, by the blessing of God in turning 
the hearts of many right-minded and zealous young men to the 
ministry, our General Society may have such numbers of suitable 
ones at its command that no just cause for complaint may hereafter 
arise. 

THB JlEJlORIAL AND COJlJlISSION OF BISHOPS. 

At the last General Convention, a memorial from sundry presby
ters, of all shades of opinion and from various parts of our land, 
on the subject of bettering the condition and extending the opera
tions of the Church, was sent into the House of Bishops, which, 
together with the action thereon, has excited so much attention 
and called forth so much discussion that it deserves some notice in 
connection with the topics referred to in this article. As some of 
my brother-Bishops have, in addreeaes to their Conventions, de
clared their sentiments in relation to it, and Conventions also have 
had it under consideration, I shall be excused for a brief expression 
of my own views, especially as they have been misunderstood. Most 
suddenly and unexpectedly was this document introduced into the 
House of Bishops. I had never heard of it until it was read to the 
House. There were passages in it which seemed either unintelli· 
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gtble, or most likely to be misunderstood to the injury of the cause 
sought to be promoted by it. I asked for a second reading of it, 
but my difficulties were not removed. I asked for an explanation 
of the difficult passages, but none could be given. I suggested a 
reference of the paper to its authors and signers for explanation or 
modification, as I foresaw and predicted that such would be called 
for. and the Bishops expected to give an account of themselves if 
they accepted it and complied with its prayer. Not seeing my 
way clear in favour of the motion, after speaking freely concern
ing it, sometimes playfully, sometimes seriously, I united with a 
few others in voting against its being submitted to a commission. 
That I was not wrong in my apprehension as to the construction 
which might be put on some very undefined and latitudinarian ex
pressions in the memorial, has been proved by the views since 
presented in an exposition of the same by the chief mover of it. 
Notwithstanding all the excellent things in that exposition, I have 
no hesitation in saying, as to its main feature, that, had such been 
the understanding of the plan, the Bishops would not have com
mitted themselves to the consideration of the memorial without some 
modification of its language. Although voting against it, and 
wondering much at some things said in its behalf, I have never 
questioned the sincerity and purity of the motives of those present
ing it or of those encouraging it, and have ever taken pains to 
declare my belief that no evil, and some good, would result from the 
movement. In proof of my favourable disposition toward it, when 
the questions of the commission, addressed to all the Bishops and 
clergy, came out, I made a response and offered some suggestions. 
I did not. dream that the communication would ever see the light; 
but, inasmuch as some of my brethren in the Episcopacy have pre
sented their views to the public, I her~ subjoin my own brief and 
imperfect one. I may also add, that the favourable notice of 
the memorial and commission by the last Virginia Convention met 
my entire approbation,-having been previously consulted on the 
8ubject. 

cc To the BiiIwpa appointed to comider the Memorial 0/ the Rev. Dr. 
MuJalenberg and other.. . 

"DSAB BRETHREN:- -I have received your circular asking communi
cauons on the important snbject submitted to your consideration, and offer 
the following suggestions aa coming witbin the terms of your commission :

"1st. It haa ever appeared to me that the Churcb does not make the 
mOBt profitable use of the Psalms. One-half of our congregationa-perhapa 
a much larger part-have only one service on the Sabbath, and tbcrefol't' 
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~ liar oae-balf or tIae Pal-. iD whida IIaJf Me IDee DC the IDIIII 
OJdifying. while tbe other half. ~ reM _.,GuliB!! to tile d.ys of ~ 
1b9Dth OD which the s.w.th &lis. are reM~. Woald it DO&" 
beuer to haTe the whole or tJaem (with the a~ • BaCh as are ... 
., IUitabJe for C1uistiua worship. ananged i. aelecUo., according to tilt 
diff'ereDt thpiCtl of prayer. prme. peuiteDC'e. h .. aDd aeeonIiug &0 the .. 
IIODI aDd da", whieh the Chareh ceJebmes.. ~ __ fifty or !!ixty m 
Damber. and leann,: it to the ministel' &0 ebooee oat • them as he may 
think heR. except .beu they belong to a putiea1ar day CII' ...... ! Woal4 
DOt that be better thau the preeeDt plan. or tbaa that of Bishops White. 
Bobart.. aDd othen.-oamely. letting the miDiMft IeIed for IUmaeIf ODe III' 

more JRlma at pleasure! )fight DOt also IIOIDe of the Iooger aDd Ie. 
important Je.ooa be abridged, _ was propoaed by the .THDeDtioDed 
Bisbops! 

"2cL 1& has alwa1llaPJ)e'U'ed to me that tbe 8lerriee OD CODlm1lDi~ 
.. too lonjr. Jnamucli _ the prayers iD theCoOIIlmllDioD-eerriee contam 
Dearly all that is in tbe Litauy. aDd are therefore a repetitiOD. I ~ 
that the Litauy be omiUed. I woaJd substitute for it, aDd for the prayer 
for all couditiona of men in the moruing eerrice, the prayer for the whole 
state of Christ's Church militant. and use it iD the morning aerrice ill 
place of the prayer for all conditiona of meD. This prayer for the Chard! 
militant comes to 118 from primitive times. aDd was ealJed the short or 
shorter Litany. This arraugement .ould supenede the uece8ty of ODe 

of the ehauges of posture in the CommUDioD-eerriee, which are thought by 
maDY to be too numerous.. 

"3d. The serrice on ordiDati01l-oooaslona is felt by Bishops. clergy, aDd 
people to be oppressive and injuri01l8. The 8lerrice peeuJiar to t.he ordi
Dation is m08t 801emn and impressive, and its efI'~ sbonJd not be weakened 
by the addition of 80 much of that whieh is UBed every Sabbath. I woaJd 
n~est the omission of the Litany aDd CommaDdments on tbat oceasioo. 

"4tb. I .onJd ~ tbat tbe same metbod .bich our forefathers 
adopted, in relation to a clause in tbe Apostles' Creed aud to the form of 
ordination, be applied to the declaration of regeneration and being hom 
of the Spirit after baptism. In tbe Creed we are aUowed to omit the 
words, 'He descended into beJJ,' or 1I8e BOme otbers. In the ordiDation 
of ministel"l! two forms are aUowed, acoordin~ to tbe option of the Bishop. 
Wby not the eame privile~ of omission granted to the minister in bap
tizing, or tbe 1I8e of another prayer whicb might be prepared! I am per. 
naded that nothing wonJd contribute more to peace among ourselves, and 
to the removing of prejudice from the minds of thOle who belong to other 
denominstiona and the community at large, thaD nch aD arraugement. It 
would be in entire accordance with what no. seema to be ~neraUy ad. 
mitted,-namely, that a considerable latitude of opinion u to the meaning 
of certain expressi01l8 in the baptismal serrice is allowed. If it be allowed, 
why enforce on all" tbe use of the words which, by tbeir BOund, seem to 
convey a meaning wbich is repudiated by 80 many r I have long known 
tbat a painfnl difficulty is felt in tbe 1I8e of these p88IIIlge8, not by one 
portion of our ministel"l! and people, but by a number who differ from such 
on otber points. I believe that public baptism would be much more com· 
mon but for the reluctance to 1I8e these expressions before 80 many wbo do 
not undel'8tand or approve them. Many parents, I believe, are prejudiced 
against the baptism of their children and put it off' on account of thCtIP. 
words and their opposed meaning. I believe that nothing stsnds mol'!' 
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iD the wa., of converts from other denominations, and especially such of 
their min18ters as are worth having, than the required use of these words 
in our baptismal serVice. A slight alteration in the lreface to our Oon
firmation-service, or rather another preface, to be use at the pleasure of 
the Bishop, would also be desirable. 

"As I fear my brethren will be wearied with many pnd lengthy com
munications, I omit other suggestions of lese importance, (in relation to 
the service,) and sincerely commend them w the direction of the Great 
Head of the Church. 

"Your friend and brother, WILLIAM MEADE." 

It will be perceived that in the above nothing like a complete 
IJCheme was attempted. That was not even thought of. I only 
cArered a few unconnected suggestions for those who were appointed 
to draw up some regular plan for the consideration of the Ohurch. 
As to the substance of them, they are less in amount than the 
changes proposed by the Bishops in 1826, and therefore, as an 
individual, I may shelter myself behind them from any charge of 
presumption or desire of change. I voted for those proposed by 
the Bishops and House of Delegates in 1826, believing it to be 
better to settle by law any thing which might be regarded as a se
rious departure from the order of our service, rather than leave it 
to individual discretion, though always maintaining that, as to 
smaller matters, there must ever be room left for the exercise of a 
sound discretion, and that even as to greater ones occasions must 
arise justifying a departure from them, on the principle that God 
loves mercy more than sacrifice, and that laws were made for men 
and not men for laws. I believe that some wholesome change may 
be made in the arrangements of the services, which, so far from 
interfering with their original use and design, will be conformable 
with the same. I trust that in a wise and conservative spirit such 
arrangements will be made. It was not for the purpose of encou
raging an unlimited license in the use of the service that I opposed 
the Oommission, nor do I believe that it is for such a purpose that 
some still contend against it, as has been sometimes intimated. I 
believe that there is now a disposition on the part of many who 
have hitherto been most strenuous for rubrical exactness and 
lengthened services to make more changes and relaxations tha~ I 
ever practised, countenanced, or now desire. The omission of the 
ante-Oommunion service, except on Oommunion-days, was in truth 
almost all that distinguished some who were deemed irregular from 
the most strictly rubrical according to their understanding of rubrics. 
I am, however, willing for other arrangements more in accordance 
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with the original pla.n and use of our varied services. In relation 
to the suggestion in my letter &8 to the omission of certain parte 
of our baptismal service after the rite is performed, I do 110t know 
that any others have made the same to the Committee, but I know 
full well that there are many, and they not of one party only, who 
feel the desirableness of it. It ought to be much jess objectionable 
than that of Bishop Hobart, which was agreed to by the whole 
House of Bishops and by a large majority of the other House in 
the year 1826. That proposed to repudiate all high views of bap
tismal regeneration, as doing injustice and injury to the Church, 
and to establish the lowest theory-namely, a mere change of state 
and conditional title to salvation-as the doctrine of the Church. 
This only proposes to omit the use of certain parts following after 
the baptism, and not at all essential to its completeness, and about 
whose meaning there ever have been disputes in the Church, from 
the times of the fathers to the present moment, and will be perhaps 
to the end of the world. It leaves every one to form his own 
opinion as to the efficiency of the rite, drawing it of course from 
Scripture,-the only authoritative source, if, indeed, he believes 
that Scripture speaks on the subject,-or else to be content to re
main in ignorance and only perform the duties enjoined by the 
ordinance. It only forbears to define and to render thanks for 
80mething of which we can have no certain knowledge. It will 
leave the service a purely devotional and scriptural one, to which 
none can object, which will not perplex or distress the consciencee 
of either parents, sponsors, congregation, or minister, and will re
lieve the Church from much misunderstanding and censure on the 
part of many who hear it. I am well aware that in some of the 
confessions of other Reformed Churches there may be found ex
pressions of the same kind, which of course are liable to a similar 
objection; but there is this difference. that in their case the ex
pressions are locked up in books that are seldom seen. They are 
not used in the public administration of baptism; not put in the 
form of positive thanksgivings for a spiritual regeneration certainly 
received at a given moment and through a certain act, and are 
therefore not the occasion of such unhappy disputation. It is the 
great shame and reproach of Christendom that so much strife and 
bitterness have ever been about those things which lie beyond the 
reach and above the range of the human mind, and that the clergy 
especially should be the most curious and anxious to be wise above 
what is written and should puzzle their poor people with such 
.:auestions. The disputes about the Divine decrees and the effeca. 
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of !»apt18m on the condition and the souls of unconscious infants 
are of this kind. How numerous and how contradictory and ex 
travagant the theories as to the latter! How intolerant the feelings 
and speeches and conduct of some toward those who differ from 
them! Is it not time that these should cease? Could there be a 
better way of beginning it than by cutting off the continually
recurring occasions of bringing it before the minds and consciences 
of men? The Church has adopted this plan in relation to a clause 
in the Apostles' Creed and in the service for the ordination of 
priests, and has left some other things optional with the minister. 
Might not the same method be adopted with. happy effect in relation' 
to the interminable dispute about baptismal regeneration! None 
of the various expositions would then be either affirmed or con
demned in the service. I am persuaded that though there alwa.ys 
might be differences,-great differences, requiring to be discussed, 
false doctrines concerning it requiring to be. exposed,-yet the 
omission of any thing like defining or seeming to render thanks 
for an effect certainly produced would greatly diminish controversy 
and be a solemn testimony on the part of the Church against the 
attempt to be wise above what is written. I confess I shall have 
little confidence in the existence or strength of a sp.irit of compro
mise in the Church for the sake of unity and peace, if there be not 
a willingness merely to omit a few words, about whose meaning 
there are such various opinions, and which no one can hold to be 
essential to the ordinance. To be baptized with water in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost is comma.nded and required. 
That the word should accompany it, and prayer be offered up for 
God's blessing, is manifestly proper; but that we should undertake 
to define the effect produced, and render thanks for it, is nowhere 
enjoined. The addition is the work of man, and has been a great 
unhappiness to the Church. Should any be disposed to think or 
88.y that some of us are desirous to dispose of some words in the 
se"ice which interfere with our views of regeneration, I can most 
conscientiously 88.y that such is not my case. As I understand the 
se"ice, and believe it ought to be understood, after having exa
mined all tha.t has been written on the subject, it expresses my own 
convictions on the subject of baptism; but there are peculiarities 
and difficulties in the mode of presenting the subject, and in the 
terms used, which require continual explanations and defenoes, that 
perplex and injure the cause. It is therefore maintained that the 
omission of these words, which are the causes of almost all the oon
troversy, would promote the peace and welfare of the Church; which 

Digitized by Google 



OLD CHURCHES, IIINISTBRS, U{J) 

words, it is again aftirmed, are not at all necessary to the right 
performance of baptism. It is complete without them. 

OONCLUDDlG REllA RD. 

If 1 may be allowed to express an opinion as to the present state 
and prospects of our Church, I should say that some are now as 
much disposed to underva]ue her efficacy for good, even without the 
proposed changes, as many were formerly to overrate it. Very 
BOOU after my entrance on the ministry, I read a sermon by one of 
our most distinguished Bishops on those words of the Psalmist,
" Walk about Zion; mark weU her bulwarks; consider her pa]aces." 
&c. They were applied to our Church in this country, and her 
praises highly spoken. It was confidently affirmed that she must 
great]y prevail over others by reason of her divine organizatio 
and many excellencies. The same glorious things were continually 
spoken of her by such as c) aimed to be her trne sons; and those who 
did not ibmly believe that she must outstrip, or perhaps overwhe]m, 
aU others, were considered as wanting faith in the promises of God 
to his Church, and a hearty zeal in her behalf. Just at this time I 
met with a sermon, on the same text and in the very same style, by 
one of the oldest and most respectable Baptist ministers in Virginia, 
showing that the Baptist Church was so clearly the true Apostolic 
Church--of course after God's own heart-that it must carry every 
thing before it; that the signs of the times cou]d not be mistaken. 
Short]y after this I went to the West, and heard of an eminent 
Presbyterian minister who was preaching from place to place a ser
mon, or series of sermons, if not from the same text, yet on the 
same subject, in which he declared his firm conviction that his Church 
was, as to her constitution, doctrine, and discipline, so scriptural 
and so suited to the genius of our government that in twenty years 
the whole land would embrace it. At this time a]so a favourite song 
with many Methodists was,-

.. The Methodists are gailling ground; 
The dnil's kingdom's tumbling down 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah I" 

Doubtless aU these were most sincere in their belief that what 
they earnestly desired would surely come to pass. Forty years 
have since elapsed, and no one of them has taken the place of the 
other. On the contrary, all of them have, by God's blessing, done 
much good on the difFerent theatres Rssigned them, are still doing 
good, and will do more good. Moreover, they have sustained very 
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muoh the same relation to each other a.a to numbers and succe88. 
All of them have had their trials, their declensions, their reverBeB, 
which should make them humble, and cause them to refrain from 
taunts and reproaches, rather remembering the admonition that 

.. Brethren in calamity should love." 

I believe that there are very few now to be found who would venture 
the prophecy that their own denomination must soon swallow up 
all others. Our own Church haa not been favoured with the same 
abundant opportunities of preaching the Gospel to the poor, (except 
on Southern plantations,) while she ha.a enjoyed greater opportuni
ties of presenting it with acceptableness to the wealthy and educated. 
Nor have her evangelioal Liturgy and the faithful preaching of 
many of her ministers been unblessed in the behalf of such. Sadly 
has she been dicted for the la.at fifteen years with the hankerings 
of some of her ministers and· people after Rome. Their apostaay 
has indeed been most mortifying, and is well calculated to punish 
her for much vain boa.ating, and to lead to a more chastened estimate 
of her character and mission. She ha.a certainly lost much in the 
confidence of the community, and given to her enemies, both in 
the Church and the world, occa.aion for increased opposition and 
condemnation. It is needle88 to close our eyes on this most noto
rious fact. It will be wisdom, honesty, and good policy to acknow
ledge it freely. Sins must be confessed a.a well as forsaken, in 
order to be fully forgiven and their evil consequences prevented. 

We must also adopt the most eft'ectual means for recovering what 
ha.a been lost. It is most encourllging to know that all of God's 
favour haa not been lost. On the contrary, never ha.a the Gospel 
been more faithfully and earnestly preached by greater numbers of 
our ministers in England and America than during our recent fiery 
trial. Though the enemy came in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord, 
speaking from thousands of pulpits, haa lifted up the standard of 
truth against him. The heretical movement has been arrested, and 
now stands, covered with shame and confusion, seeking to find out 
some object on which to lay the blame of its own mischievous pro
ceedings. 

Together with many who are guiltless of the evil sought to be 
removed, some of those who have contributed to it are now pro
posing certain changes in the mode of the Church's worship, in 
order to regain what is lost and press forward in the duty &88igned 
us by God. It is believed that an abridgment of the usual worship, 

V a partial separation of services once distinct, will remove one 
~ 
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ItUmbliDg-block out of the ."ay of the Choreh'. popularity, oUld I 
hope that it IO&y be found practicable to do so.. Bot whether dIt 
service be louger or aborter, if ministers preacb tbe Gospel £ai~ 
folly and perform all otber duties piously and zealously. great wiD 
be the efl'eet, N IlIDbers will be added to lhe Lord of sucb as shaD 
be BaYed. Too many instances of a true conversion and most ex
alted piety are to be found in our own and Mother-Church to aDow 
of a doubt on this point. The great want of lhe Church is more 
pioD8 and zealoD8 ministen, wbo understand and preach the Gospel. 
Let them be BOns of the Chureh,-not conYerts, except they be 
1oong,-not proeelytea from other ministries. It i8 not reasonable 
to expect many UBefo) and acceptable ones from the pulpits or otber 
denominations, All experience is against it. If respectable, iD-
8uential, and happy in the places of lheir birth, training, and minis 
try, it will not often bappen that either conscience, choice, (W 

judgment will induce them to leaYe tbeir old associations, Mofi 
honourable exceptions there are. I bave known 8uch,-have laid 
my bands on such, and highly esteem them. But, at the same time, 
I have ever made it my boast, that if in any thing I have done good 
service to the Church. it has been in dissuading from our ministry 
those who would have gladly entered it, but who, like too many 
others, might have done DB evil instead of good,-might either have 
been drones in our hive, or else have taken our ministry on the way 
to Rome. When I have heard it boasted that hundreds have left 
other ministries, drawn by the superior and exclusive claims of 
ours, and have known who and what too many of these were, I have 
mourned over the fact instead of rejoicing at it, and regarded it as 
the judgment of Heaven upon U8 for urging, to an extreme which 
neither Scripture nor our Protestant fathers nor our 8tandards 
justify, the exclusive claims of the Epi8copal ordination. At the 
same time, when I have heard 80me of other denomination8 declare 
that none but the unworthy ever leave them, I could not forbear 
the hint that there must be something most defective in the training 
of their ministers, when they have so many unworthy ones to spare. 

The great complaint of those who desire some change is, that 
our Church does not, as at present administered, operate on the 
masses,-especially that we have so few of the very poor in our 
congregations, although 80me have laboured very faithfully to this 
end. It ought certainly to be regarded as a great unhappine88 and 
defect to be without a due admixture of such. Ministers ought to 
covet the poor for their congregations, and seek them by all proper 
means. They ~hould do it for their own sakes, and for that of the 
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rich of their flock, as well as for the benefit of the poor. The pre
Bence of the poor will help them to preach the Gospel in a plainer 
and more effective way,-will exercise all their ministerial graces,
will call forth the alms of their parishioners the more abundantly. 
Our services, rightly understood and used, are admirably adapted 
to the poor and ignorant. It is deeply to be lamented that so much 
prejudice exists in the minds of the great mass of the American 
people against our Church and her peculiarities, so that thus far but 
little success has attended even the mOlt zealous efforts of some who 
have devoted themselves to the work. Various circumstances con
nected with our political and religious history have contributed to 
thia. With all the republicanism of our country, there is as much 
of social and religious prejudice, caste, and division among us aa 
in any nation of Christendom, although it differs considerably in 
some of its modes. Political and religious demagogues are con
tinually fostering it in order to promote their ends. Religious 
associations are hard to be broken. "Can a people forsake their 
gods f" may be asked now in relation to the religious sects of our 
country, as formerly concerning the sects in pagan lands. Two or 
three denominations among us have absorbed almost all of the 
poorer ciasses, and claim them as their birthright. To induce even 
a few of such to unite with us is attended with great difficulty, for 
against no denomination of Christians are their prejudices so strong 
as against our own. Still, let us endeavour to allure as many as 
possible of the more neglected ones into our fold, and tend them 
well. If any modifications of our system can adapt it the better 
for this purpose, most assuredly let it be done. In ordaining men 
for the purpose, however, let us beware of lowering our standard 
too much. Our Lord and the Apostles, who preached so well to the 
poor, were filled with all knowledge by the Spirit. All other de
nominations are raising their standard of ministerial qualification. 
Some expressions have been used among us which have excited fears 
that we were about to err in this respect. I have no such fears 
myself. At any rate, I am confident that a few mistakes in ordain. 
in~ ignorant and unsuitable men would lOOn correct the error. 

1 have thus in a most imperfect manner completed my recollection 
of such things in the diocese of Virginia and in the General Church 
as seemed most worthy of being recorded. I had thought, in vie1f 
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of death, to leave behind me some such notices; but it may be 
better to have been surprised into this earlier statement, 80 that it 
I have fallen into any mistakes I may have the opportunity of cor
recting them, as I shol1ld be ~rieved to misrepresent even in the 
slightest degr(le the Church of my atrections, or any member 
or ,'. 
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APPENDIX. 

No. I. 

A. COPY 01' TIB JOURNAL 01' THE PaooXBDINGS 01' THE CONVJ:NTION 

HELD AT THB COLLEGE 01' WILLIAM AND MARY, IN THE CITY 01' 

WILLIAMSBURG, IN APRIL, 1719. 

AT a Convention of the Clergy of Virginia, begun on Wednesday, the 
eighth day of April, 1719, in the College of William and Mary, in the 
oity of Williamsburg, Mr. Commil!8al)' Blair called over a list of the 
clergymen of this Colony, and the following members answered to their 
oames:-

Mr. Selater, Mr. Guy Smith, Mr. Lewis Latane, Mr. Thomas Sharpe, 
Mr. Hugh Jones, Mr. Andrew Thomson, Mr. Ralph Bowker, Mr. Cargill, 
Mr. George Robinson, Mr. Monroe, Mr. Eml. Jones, Mr. Bar. Yates, Mr. 
Wm. Finney, Mr. John Shaife, Mr. Alex. Scott, Mr. John Worden, Mr. 
Benj. Pownal, Mr. Wm. Brodie, Mr. John Bagge, Mr. Fran. Mylne, Mr. 
Brunskill, Mr. Fouutaine, Mr. Geo. Seagood, Mr. James Robertson, Mr. 
James Falconer. 

.Abaent. 

Mr. Alex. Forbes, Mr. John Bell, Mr. Giles Rainsford, Mr. James 
Breghiu, Mr. John Span, Mr. Owen Jones, Mr. John Prinoe, Mr. James 
Teuant, (out of the country,) Mr. Daniel Taylor, (excused by letter,) Mr. 
Sun1. Bernard, (sick,) Mr. James Cleck, (sick,) Mr. Ww. Black. 

Then Mr. Commissary Blair read two letters from the Lord-Bishop of 
London, our Diocesan, oue to himself, and another to Reverend the Clergy 
of Virginia, and recommended the partioulars of them, which letters are as 
followeth,-vis. : 

To the Rev. Mr. Blair, Oommiuar.v 0/ Virginia. 
DBAR BROTHER:-You will find in the enolosed the reason I have for 

writing it, and will, I doubt not, agree in opinion with me that it cannot 
but be useful to put the clergy under you in mind of their duty, even if 
there should be no failing, much more if there be any. I therefore de
lire you to communicate this letter to them, and to use all proper meaDS 
to redress any deviations from our rules, considering that both you and I 
are to be anawerablc if we nep-lect our duty in that part. 

898 
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1 have wrote to the Governor, and entreated him to give you all pro
per countenance and uaistance in these matters, and am penuaded he 
will be ready 80 to do upon any application you may have occasion to 
make him. 

I should be glad to hear from you what vacant churches are i': your 
parts, to the end 1 may use my best endeavonn to procure you a supply. 

I am, sir, 
Your asaured friend and brother, 

J'ULILUI, A ..... 6, 17l8. JOliN LoNDON. 

fb 1M Reverend 1M Of.ertw 0/ ViryiaicJ. 

RBvUUD BUTBBBN :-It is always a joy to me to hear uf the gooa 
SUC0888 of your ministeriallabonn, and no leas a grief to hear of any defaults 
and irregularities among you; to which disadvantageous reports I am Bo& 
fomrd to give credit, finding that wrong representations are frequently 
made. Some occasions have been given to apprehend, there may have 
been faults and miscarriages in the life and conversation of lOme among 
you, which I trust are corrected; and that the graoe of God, and a seose 
of duty you owe to Him, his Church, and to yourselves, will 80 rule in your 
hearts, u that I shall no more hear any thing to the disadvantage of any 
of you upon that head. Nevertheless, I cannot but give you notice, that 
I have information of lOme irregularities, which, if practised, will need 
very much to be redressed; and I cannot but hope, if such things there 
be, you will not be unwilling to do your part, u I think it a duty to do 
mine by this advisement. 

Whether any ministers be settled among you who have not a license from 
my predece8llOr or myself, I must leave to the inquiry of your Governor, 
who is instructed in that case, and will, I believe, upon notice given, be 
ready to act accordingly, u also in reference to institutions and inductions. 
At least I m~t hope, that, by this case and yours, nODe will be suffered 
to oliciate in the public worship of God, or perform any ministerial olices 
of religion, but such only u are Episcopally ordained; and from all such 
I canDot but expect a regular conformity to the established Liturgy, 
from which none of us can depart without violating that 801emn promise 
we made at our ordination. 

I have desired Mr. Commissary to communicate this to you, and, u I 
hope he will use all fitting earnestness in presaing the observation of theee 
things, 80 I doubt not he will be able to procure a redre. for those or any 
other disorders in the worship of God, when the same shall come to hill 
knowledge. 

I am, reverend brethren, 
Your affectionate brother aDd assured friend, 

JOliN LoNDO •. 

I'vLBA., Au~ 6, 1718. 
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Then the Convention received a letter from the Honourable the Go-
9'emor, directed to the clergy, which was read, and with it a copy of a 
letter from the Governor to the vestry of St. Anne, in Essex, which was 
read also, which letters are as followeth, viz. :-

REVEREND GENTLEMEN :-You are now come hither at your Com
missary's desire, that he might have the easier opportunity to communicate 
to you a letter from your Right Reverend Diocesan. And seeing his Lord
.hip has been pleased to make mention of me in that letter, taking notice 
that I bave instructions to act in reference to institutions and inductions, 
and that he must leave to my inquiry whether any ministers be settled 
among you who have not license from him or his predeC8BlOr, and as his 
Lordship seems to rely on my care as well as yours, that none may be 
euJfered to officiate in the public worship of God, or p6rform any ministerial 
offices of religion, but such only as are Episcopally ordained, I ougbt not 
to be silent on this occasion, and thereupon must remark to you, that the 
very person whom his Lordship expects should use all fitting earnestness 
in pressing the obse"ations of these things is he whom I take to be the 
least observer thereof himself. For none more eminently than Mr. Com
missary Blair sets at naught those instructions wbich your Diocesan leaves 
you to be guided by, with respect to institutions and inductions; he deny
ing by his practice as well as discourses that the King's GovernUlcnt 
haa the right to collate ministers to ecclesiastical benefices within this 
Colony; for, when the church which he now supplies became void by the 
death of the former incumbent, his solicitation for the same was solely to 
the vestry, without his ever making the least application to me for my col
lation, notwithstanding it was my own parish church; and I cannot but 
complain of his deserting the cause of the Church in general, and striving 
to put it on such a foot as must deprive the clergy of that reasonable 
security which, I think, they ought to have with regard to their livings. 

As to the disorders in the worship of God, which are pointed at in the 
said letter, it appears as if my Lord of London knew not that this Com
missary is more apt to countenance than redress thc same; for I myself have 
IlCen him present in the ohuroh while a layman (his clerk) has read the 
divine service to the congregation, he himself vouchsafing to perform no 
more of the ministerial office than to pronounce the absolution, preach, 
and dismiss with the blessing. I have also seen him present in the church
yard while the same clerk has performed the funeral· service at the grave. 
And I remember when he was for baving the churchwardens provide lay 
readers, who should on Sundays read to their congregations some printed 
sermons; and so far he declared in Council bis approbation thereof, that 
IDch practice had like to have had the sanction of the GoYernment, bad I 
Dot withstood it as destructive to the Establishment of the Church. 

Those and many other instances that might be given induce me to be
lieve that a reformation of w~t has chiefly (as I apprehend) given oooa
Don to ,Your Diocesan's letter will not be pressed very heartily upon you 
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by yc.ur tJommisRary, espeoia1ly if he made no BUoh 801emn promise at hII 
ordination as his Lordship reminds you all of: wherefore I judge it to be 
&he more inonmbent upon &he several memben now in this ConventioD 
diligently to inquire of the diaorden whioh your Diooeaan takes notice of, 
and earneatly to apply younelves to proper meana for redressing them. 

As to any faults and miacarriagea in the life and con venation of lOme 
among you, whioh your Dioceaan likewise touohes upon, I truat your Com
missary will uae all fitting earnestness in pressiug the reformation of BUch 
mannen as may give offence and bring eoandal UPOD your holy profeaaion; 
and I have 80 good an opinion of the present body of the clergy, that I 
do not in the leut doubt of a very general concurrence to censure and 
admonish anyone of your fraternity here whom you shall know to have 
erred in either his doctrine or mannen. For my part, I hope, after 80 

many yean' experience of my conduct in this Government, there is little 
need to express in words my disposition toward the Church; and I cannot 
BUppose that anyone of you doubts of my real inclination to BUpport the 
interest thereof, or that I am otherwise than, reverend gentlemen, 

Your very affectionate and 88BUred humble servant, 
A. SPOTTSWOOD 

WILLIA.IBUBO, April 8, 1719. 

To eM fJutry 0/ & . .A."e, in EIUIU, 8ep~ 3, 1718. 
GENTLEMEN :-Though the hurry of public business, wherein I was 

engaged, did not allow me time immediately to answer your letter of the 
1st of August, yet I told Mr. Short on his going hence, on the 5th of tbM 
month, that you might expect my answer in a few days; and if he hu done 
me justice he has informed you that I advised your forbearing, in the mean 
time, to run too rashly into the meuures I perceived you were inclining Wi 
88BUring him my intentions are to make you easy, if possible, in relation to 
your minister. But, whether that advice wu imparted to you or not, it is 
plain, by your proceedings of the 8th of the same month, that you resolved 
not to accept of it, seeing you immediately discarded Mr. Bagge and sent 
down Mr. Rainsford with a pretended presentation of induction. As soon 
as that came into my hands, I observed it expressly contrary to a late 
opinion of the Council, whereby it is declared that the right of supplying 
VlUlaDt benefices is claimed by the King, and by his Majesty's commission 
given to the Governor; and for that reason I let Mr. Rainsford know thu 
before I could admit of such a presentation it was neoessary for me to 
have likewise the advice of the Council thereon But, not content to wait 
their resolution, I undentand you have taken upon you the power of in
duction, as w('llas that of presentation, by giving Mr. Rainsford possession 
of the pulpit, aod excluding the person I appointed to oliciate. I have, 
according to my promise, taken the advice of my Council upon your pre
tendod presentation, and here send it enclosed, by which you will find that 
.he Board i .. clearly of opillio'l that I should not receive 8uch presentation: 
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80 that if you are the patrons (88 you suppose) you may as 8(on 88 you 
please bring a "quare impedit" to try your title; and then it will appear 
whether the King's clerk or yours hu the most rightful poBBe88ion of this 
church. In the mean time I think it neceBB&ry to forewarn you to be 
cautious how you dispose of the profits of your parish, lest you pay it in 
your own wrong. 

Should I end my letter here, it might be imagined that I am 88 willing 
as you to keep up contention; but, 88 I am rather desirous to prevail with 
you by re&80n than to convince you at your own expense, I think it ne
ceasary to exhort you to BOme just terms of accommodation: but I must 
tell you, that this is not to be accomplished by the interposition of meh 
faithless deputies as Mr. Short, your late messenger hither; for if upon 
his retum he reported what I have Been attested under 1\lr. Winston's 
hand, he ought to be excluded all human conversation; for I do 888ure 
you that no mch discourse happened between Short and me as he hu 
related, neither did Mr. Bagge ever solicit me to tum out anyone of 
your vestry, nor did I ever receive such a proposal from any man else, 
except Mr. Rainsford, who in a letter last year did importune me to remove 
one of your vestry, whom he terms a Judas among the number of the 
twelve Bishops of St. Anne'S, but, because I never pretended to intermeddle 
in the choice or removal of vestries, I never answered his letter. By the 
.me hands it is like you received mch another piece of news,-to wit: that 
Mr. Commissary Blair advised your insisting on your right, for that you 
had the law, and the major part of the Council is on your side. I have 
taxed 1\lr. Commissary with this, and he has publicly denied it, and even 
given it under his hand that he never did such a thing; but, if he did, the 
enclOfl8d proceedings of the Council (wherein he joined) win convince you 
how much he was mistaken. Another thing, which perhaps may have 
given you a fallacious 888urance, is, that the vestry of James City were 
taking the Bame me88ures with you to dispute the King's authority; but, 
to undeceive you on that point, that vestry h88 thought fit to drop the 
dispute, and the person they pretended to fix in their parish hu been fain 
to supplicate me to put him into 8(Ime other benefice. 

Having thus endeavoured to remove the impression which false rumors 
and public insinuations may have made on you, I shan in the next place 
remind you of BOme particulars which probably BOme of you have forgot 
and others perhaps have nflver come to tbe knowledge of. In the year 
1712, Mr. Bagge was BO much in the esteem of your parish that, though 
he had then the care of another, he was the only person you would think 
of to mpply yours, and you represented him to me as a BOber man, a good 
preacher, and of a life and conversation blamele88; when I yielded to 
npply your parish by collating Mr. Edwards, the only objection to Mr. 
Bagge W88 his non-residence in your parish; when, upon )Ir. Edwards'.i 
deoease, I was willing to prefer Mr. Bagge to that vacancy, you then only 
objected against him his not being in Priests' Ordera; and when, in order 

Digitized by Google 



898 APPBNDIX. 

to his qualifying himself for the care of your parish, he undertook a voyage 
to Englaud, you gave him a very ample testimonial of his pious and laud
able life and doctrine, all which are yet extant, under the hands or thOle 
who now 80 violently oppcee him. It was on the testimony of your vestry 
that your Diocesan,-the Bishop of London,-.fter having admitted Mr. 
Bagge into Priests' Orden, recommended him to me that he might be 
ooDated into that parish where he had gained 80 good a reputation; and 
who could imagine he would not be acceptable to a people who had given 
nch enoomiuma of his life and doctrine, after he had taken nch pains to 
remove the only thing that could be objected to him? And what opinion 
your Bishop will have of men who, without any new experience of Mr. 
Bagge's behaviour, act 80 inconsistent with themaelves, I leave you to 
judge. 

That I may the better prevail with you to retlect in time upon what you 
are going about, I shall plainly lay before you the power by which I act, 
leaving you to judge whether I ought to give up a right 8O'well founded 
both on law and reason: As the King is the 80vereign of these plantations, 
80 I he is vested with the right of patronage of all ecclesiastical benefices~ 
unless when it appean that he has by apt words granted the same away to 
private subjects. 

That his Majesty doth claim the right here in Virginia appean by the 
oommission under the broad seal, whereby his Majesty gives his Governor 
full power and authority to oollate any pereon or persons to any churches 
or chapels, or any other ecclesiastical benefices, as often 88 any of them 
shall beoome void, (which power is also expressly excepted out of the 
Bishop of London's patent as Bishop of the Plantations;) and in his Ma
jesty's instmctious the Governor is particularly directed as to the qualifi
cations of the pereons 80 to be collated by him, and enjoined to cause all 
pereons not 80 qualified to be removed, and immediately to npply the 
vacancies, without giving notice to the vestries, which is always done in 
England (in the case of deprivation) where there is a patron. This shows 
that the King acknowledges no other patron but himaelf. But, besides this 
oommission, there is a further and very early evidence of the King's not 
looking on the law you hinge on to give the vestries any right of patron
age: it is a lease made by King Charles II., to the Lords Arlington and 
Culpepper, of the whole Territory of Virginia for thirty-one yean, wherein, 
among other things, there is this remarbble grant,-vil: "And we do 
I unher give and grant to the Lord Henry Earle of Arlington, and Thomas, 
Lord Culpepper, that they shall, for and during the said term of thirty-one 
yean, be 801e and absolute patrons of aU the churches and chapels already 
built, orahall hereafter be built, within the said Territory ," &C. Now, this 
grant being made in 1672, just ten yean after the law for inducting of 
".Dinisten passed here, is it to be supposed that the King's Couusel-at-law, 
who prepared the grant, and the Lord-Chancellor, who put the great seal 
to it, would hav!' II11fFered it to pass had they judged it inoomr .. ~ble wiu 
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• law of the Colony so lately enacted, when it must have been fresh in 
memory, especially considering that the Lord-Chancellor was always ont' 
of the Committee for Foreign Plantationa? And the then Government, 
Council, and RODKe of Burgesses, though they sent home agents to re
mouatrate against this law, did not plead that this grant of the patronage 
of churches was repugnant to the right of the vestries; neither could the 
agents prevail to get the grant Bet aside, tbough they were particularly 
charged to endeavour it. If you consider Sir Edward Northey'S opinion, 
(which I find mentioned in your letter,) it is plain he never had the 
King's right under consideration; nor doth he at all determine that the 
vestries are the undoubted patrona; but, after he had cited the several 
laws relating to the churches, he declared that tbe right of advowson must 
be determined by the laws of England, (there being no law of this country 
that gives any further direction therein,) and the whole scope of his argu
ments thereafter is only to show what is the practice in England, where 
there are suoh undoubted patrona; which is but supposing what the KiDg 
has not yet yielded in this country, seeiDg he still claims the rigbt of 
supplying the vacancies of aU ecclesiastical benefices, as tbe Council ha,h 
declared to be the true meaDiDg of his Majesty's commiBBion and instruc
tions. 

Lastly, I shall set forth to you tbe reasonableness of believing tbat the 
King looks upon the right of diapoaing of the benefices here as still vested 
in the Crown. 

Every minister sent here is denomiDated one of the King's Chaplaina, 
employed in his Majesty's service abroad, aDd as such receives tweDty 
pounds out of his treasury to defray the charge of his passage. If aDY of 
the King's ships are comiDg hither, those ministers have the pusage and 
provision gratia. The Bishop of LoDdon recommends them to the Govern
ment to be preferred to some eccl8lliastical living. But they brin,: no 
recommendation to any vestry as patrons of tbe churches; nor doth either 
the King or the Bishop direct or desire the Governor to intercede with the 
patrons of the churches to bestow on such miuiaters tbe vacant livings in 
their gift. Now, to what purpose is the King at 80 much expense to send 
over clergymen to the Plantations, if they are to starve here till a lay patroD 
thinks fit to present them? To what purpose doth the Bishop recommend 
them to the Government, if he haa no preferment to bestow? To what 
purpose do they bring the Bishop's testimonial and license to preach, if 
their qualifications are to be again tried by a vestry here, and they to 
depend on popular humour for their liviDgs r Can it be supposed that the 
Governor's iustrnctions, prepared by the Board of Trade, (who are well 
acquainted with aD the laws of this country,) and afterward read and 
approved of in Council, where tbe King's learned judges are present, 
.hould enjoin the Governor, upon the removal of a minister, immediately to 
apply the vacancy without waiting the six months' lapse, aDd should not 
rather direct him to follow the praotiC6l' of Bn~lal'd bv IPving timely nttioe 
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&0 the patron to present another clerk, if their Lordshipe had any imagiaa. 
Clon that the law of Virginia gave the right of patronage to the vestri8l? 
Whatever wild notioD8 lOme people may entertlin of his Majesty's minia
ten intrnsted with the iD8pection of the PlantatioD8, I am confident they 
would never advise his Majesty to enjoin any thing repugnant to law; aDd 
therefore, till the King thinks fit to alter my commission and instractioDB, 
I hope I cannot be blamed for not giving up a right which his Majesty 
has intrnsted me with, unless it be otherwise determined by due coarse 
of law, to whioh I shall be as ready as any man to submit; and I doubt 
not you will allow me to be a fair adversary in 80 fally informing yoa be
forehand of the merits of the 08nse I am to defend. However, you have it 
in your power to bring this dispute between us to an aocommodation; aDd 
I do again 88IIUI'8 you that I shall be ready on my part to show myself an 
indulgent Governor, and, in order to make you easy, to yield what I can 
without betraying my trust to my master. 

The said letter being read, a motion was made that the Oommisaary be 
desired to print his sermon preached this. day before the memben of the 
Oonvention, d the parish ohurch of Bruton, in the city of Williamsbarg. 
Mr. Oommissary answered that he had never yet appeared in print; but., 
if the memben of the Oonvention wished it, he would transmit a true oopy 
of it to the Lord-Bishop of London; and it was desired accordingly. 

Resolved unanimously that the Governor be addressed. 
Then a committee of the seven memben following was appointed to 

prepare the addreu,-viz.: Mr. Emanuel Jones, Mr. Hugh Jone&, Mr 
GeoJ'llP Robertson, Mr. Skaife, Mr. Seagood, Mr. Brodie, and Mr. Yates,
and return it to the House by to-morrow morning, nine o· olock. 

Ordered, That the Convention be adjourned to that hour. 

THURSDAY, April 9, 1719. 
Mr. Brodie, one of the committee that was appointed to draw up aD 

address to the Governor, being absent by reaaon of siokness, the rest of 
the said committee-viz.: Mr. Emanuel Jones, Mr. Hugh Jones, Mr. 
George Robertson, Mr. Skaife, Mr. Seagood, and Mr. Yates-appeared, 
and Mr. Emanuel Jones in their name delivered it in; whioh, being read 
and examined paragraph by paragraph, passed without amendment, and is 
as followeth, viz:-

To the HOR. Alexander 8JXJtt8toood, Au Majuty" IMutmant- GotJn'fID'I' 
and Comma"der.in- Clief of tAil Colony. 

May it please your Honour, should we, the clergy of his Majesty's Pr0-
vince of Virginia assembled in Convention, (who have, with the utmOll& 
indignation and resentment, heard your Honour affronted e.nd abused by. 
few prejudiced men,) be silent upon this occasion, WP should appear 
ungrateful ir both capacities as ministen and subjeots. Therefore, with 
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grateful hearte we now expreaa our deep sense of your just and wile 
goveroment,-a government that has raised this Colony to a ilourishing 
condition byeurcising over it no other authority but that wherein ita 
happiness and liberty consist, and whioh nothing but the groundless sus
pioions and unreasonable jealousies of the eager and violent can render 
liable to exception. Your Honour is happy to us rather than to younelf, 
in that you are perpetually toiling for the publio, constantly doing good 
&0 many, whilst you do injury to none. 

We approach you, therefore, not only as our Governor, but as a commOD 
sood, and think we cannot better deolare our love to this country than iD 
our hearty wishes and fervent prayers that you may long, very long, 
preside over it, whioh we assure you are the sincere desires of your 
Honour's very muoh obliged and moat humble 88nanta. 

WILLLUI AIID MAllY Co ..... o .. April 9, 1719. 

The Convention next took the Lord-Bishop of London's letter into con· 
sideration, whioh being again read and considered paragraph by p&I'IIgraph 
the first question that was put by Mr. Commissary was, Whether any of 
the membere present knew of any person who offioiated in this country u 
a minister without license from our present Diocesan or his predecessor? 
and the whole House declared they knew of none. The next question 
upon it 1t'lI8, Whether any of the members present knew of any minilter 
that officiated in the Colony without Episoopal ordination 1 to whioh the 
following members answered they knew of none,-viz.: Mr. Monroe, Mr. 
Mylne, Mr. Smith, Mr. Fountaine, Mr. Brunskill, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. George 
Robertson, Mr. Finney, Mr. James Robertson, Mr. TholDBOn, Mr. Cargill. 

The following members were doubtful whether Commissary Blair had 
Episcopal ordination or not,-viz.: Mr. Skaife, Mr. Latane, Mr. Yates, Mr. 
Bagge, Mr. Emanuel Jones, Mr. Bowker, Mr. Seagood, Mr. Scott, Mr. 
Hugh Jones, Mr. Falkoner, Mr. Downal, and Mr. Worden. Mr. Selater 
8118p8nded his judgment. The next question was, Whether any member 
knew of any minister who did not conform punotually to the rules of the 
Established Church 1 

It was owned that there were many rules whioh were not obse"ed by 
any Qf them, because of the oircumstanoes of the country. 

Ordered, That it be an instruction to the committee that shall be ap
pointed to answer the Lord-Bishop of London's letter, that they set forth 
the partioulars wherein at present they cannot help being defioient in the 
diaoharge of their function, and that his Lordship's directions be requested 
therein, and that they inform him that none of the members refUle to 
conform to the rubrioa and canons to the utmost of their power. 

The next thing inquired into was the irregularity of the livell of the 
oJergy. 

To whioh it was answered, that no member had any penonal bowled. 
of the irregularity of any olergyman'slife in this Colony. 

VOL. 11.-26 
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Whereupon it W88 ordered, that it be aD iDBtruction to laid committa 
modestly to vindicate the lives of the olergy from the aaperaioDS (thron 
on them by former informations to his Lordship) of faults and miacarriagel 
in the lives of some among them. 

Ordered, That it be an instruction to the committee to inform biB 
Lordship that visitations have been attempted by Mr. Commissary, ba 
have been found very difficult, aDd that his Lordship'. directions be desired 
in that matter. 

The.next thiDgs in biB Lordship's letter taken into consideration w .. 
iutitutionl aDd inductions. 

Upon whioh the question W88 put, Whether, in order to the redress of 
the grievaacell we labour under with reference to them, the dilioulUea 
whioh render our livings and circumstances precarious should not, in the 
said aDswer, be represented to his Lordship r 

It passed in the affirmative. 
Ordered, That the said committee be instructed accordingly; aDd that 

they let his Lordship bow that, whenever the Goveruor baa been applied 
to, he haa been always ready to redress us in this matter to the utmost of 
biB power. 

Ordered, That the committee to be appointed to draw up the represen&a
tion aDd aDlwer to his Lordship's letter consist of seven membel'll. Then 
the House named Mr. Commissary, Mr. Bagge, Mr. Hugh Jones, Mr. Cargill, 
Hr. Mylne, Mr. Finney, aDd Mr. Pownal to be that committee. 

Ordered, That the committee meet this evening at six o'olock. 
Ruolwd, That the addre&8 be presented to the Governor. 
Ordered, That the committee that prepared it attend him to bow when 

he will be pleased to be waited upon therewith. Then the Convention 
adjourned to 9 o'olock to-morrow. 

FamAY MORNING, April 10. 
Mr. aelater aDd Mr. Smith being absent when the House W88 called 

over, Mr. Bagge moved that no member should be allowed to be absent 
from the Convention without leave, which was seconded aDd ordered. 

Mr. Yates moved that when the committee waa engsged in drawing the 
&D8Wer to the Bishop of London's letter, a copy of the proceedings of the 
Convention should be laid before the reat of the membel'll to inspect them, 
in order to reducing the same into a regular journal, whioh W88 seconded 
aDd granted. 

Mr. Emanuel Jones reported that the committee which prepared the 
address had waited on the Goveruor to know when he would be pleased to 
be waited on by the House to present the same, aDd, his Honour having 
lignified his pleasure that he would receive it at seven of the olock in the 
evening, the membel'll accordingly presented it him, who WlS pleased to 
receive it very graciously, and to return aD answer that he thanked us for 
our kind addrHa, aDd that we should always find him willing aDd ready to 
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promote the interest of the Church and clergy of this Colony, and 8IIII1ll'8d 
WI that we should not only have his protection but afFeotion. 

Mr. Bagge moved that the severallettera, together with the addreaa men
tioned in the minutes, be inserted in the fair transcript of them in their 
proper placea. 

The committee desiring more time to finish the representation and 
answer to the Bishop of London's letter, the Convention adjourned till liz 
of the olock in the evening. 

Aocordingly, the Honse meeting at that hour, the committee appointed 
to prepare the said representation and answer delivered in the same, which 
was read, and conaidered paragraph by paragraph. 

The lat paragraph being read, ordered that it pus. 
And 2d paragraph being read, it passed unanimouly 
And the 8d, it likewise passed unanimouly. 
A.nd the 4th, ordered that it pass. 
And the 6th, it passed unanimously. 
And the 6th, ordered that it pass. 
And the 7th, it passed ,unanimously. 
And the 8th, it passed unanimously 
And the 9th, ordered that it pass. 
And the 10th, ordered that it pass. 
And the 11th, ordered that it paB8. 

And the 12th, ordered that it paB8. 

And the 18th, it passed unanimously. 
Accordingly, the whole passed, whioh is as followeth,-vis.: 

MAy IT PLUSB YOUR LoRDSHIP:-

We, your Lordship'S dutiful BOna and servants, the clergy of Virginia, 
being, in obedience to your Lordship's monitory letter, in Convention duly 
assembled, and having in the fear of God impartially oonsidered the import 
and contents thereof, beg leave to return your Lordship the following 
answer and representation. 

Weare extremely sensible of your Lordship's tender care of WI in re
minding na of our duty, and of the prudent manner of it, in that you have 
not been forward to give oredit to disadvantageou reports concerning the 
clergy of this Colony, but have given na this opportunity of answering for 
ouraelveB, which we humbly and gratefully accept, and make nse of with all 
Binoerity. 

We find, upon examination, that there is no minister among DB who baa 
not license from your Lordship or your predeoeasor. 

Weare fully eatisfied that we all of DB are Episcopally ordained, except 
Mr. Commisaary, of whose ordination a major part doubt,-a true aooount 
of which he has promised to transmit to your Lordship, together with .. 
~ournal of this Convention. 

W. must confeaa the oircumstances of this Colony are nch that, in many 
N8p8CtB, ihey will not permit DB to perform that regular conformity to the 
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establish~d Liturgy 88 othenriae we would willingly obeane and our dDt} 
requires; particularly we beg leave to inform your Lordship, that the 
parishes are so large, the inhabitants so dispersed, and so distant from the 
ohurch, (some twenty, thirty, forty miles and upward,) that throughOll& 
this whole country we have divine semoe but onoe every Sunday, and bat 
ODe sermon; and, for the same reuon, the people neglect and refuse to 
bring their dead to be buried in the churchyards, and seldom send for the 
minister to perform the oflice, but make use of a layman for that purpoee,
alleging for reasons the extremity of heat in summer, and the great di8-
tanoe from the habitation of the minister. Also, that people obeerve DO 

holy days exoept those of Christmaa-dayand Good Friday,-being UD

willing to leave their daily labour; and you are well satisfied that we are 
obliged to administer the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper to persona who 
are not oonfirmed. 

We must oonfess that we have some laws of the Colony which might 
favour us in the discharge of our sacred function; but, should they be put 
in execution, the defect or obsourity of others would expose us to the 
greatest difficulties; for which cause we are obliged to baptize, and ohore" 
women, ma"1 and bury, at private houses, administer the Lord's Sup.,. 
to a single sick person, perform in church the office of both Sacramentlo 
without the decent habits and proper ornaments and vessels which out 

established Liturgy requires. 
We have inquired into the irregularities among DB which were intimated 

to your Lordship, and we have diaoovered none such to our personal know
ledge, but observe that the lives of the clergy and laity are much improved 
of late years. 

We deplore the unhappy precariousness of our circumstances, to which 
many of the afore-mentioned deviations from the established Liturgy are 
to be attributed, and beg to lay them in the most pressing manner before 
your Lordship for your advice and directiOD. 

The people in general are adverse to the induction of the clergy,-the 
want of which exposes us to the great oppression of the vestries, who act 
often arbitrarily, lessening and denying DB our lawful salaries,-the opinion 
of the Attorney-General being that we are incapable of taking the benefit 
of the law to oblige them to do justice, without that necessary qualification. 
or a compact. 

Our Governor, who is, under God, our chief BDpport here, lias never heen 
wanting to us in redre88ing our grievances to the utmost of his power, and 
would willingly act in our favour with respect to institutions and indu<.>Qous, 
aocording to the King's patent and instructions; but he imputes the opposi
tion he meets with in this affair to some of the Council, and particularly to 
Mr. Commissary, whom he also accuses of some other irregularities, as your 
IArdship, by his Honour's letter to us and by another to the vestry of the 
parish of St. Anne, in Essex, may perceive, and which we most humbly 
and earnestly pray your Lordship to interpose your advice and 888istance. 
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Visitations have been attempted by Mr. Commissary; but he met with so 
many difficulties, from the churchwardens refuRing to take the oath of a 
ohurchwarden or to make presentments, and from the general aversion of 
the people to every thing that looks like a spiritual court, that little has 
been done. 

Could your Lordship prooure any thing that might tend to the promotion 
of religion and the knowledge of the olergy or laity of this dominion from 
the Venerable Societies for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, and 
for the Propagation of Christian Knowledge, we assure your Lordship tha .. 
we will use our utmost endeavours in the right application of any such 
oharitable favours, and shall gntefully esteem it a signal instance of good
ness from you and them. 

We return our most hearty thanks for your Lordship's admonitions and 
advioe, and, begging your Episcopal benediction, take leave to subscribe 
ourselves, My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most dutiful SODS 
and most humble servants. 

CoLLJIOB or WILLIAJI AXD MART, AT WILLIAJII- } 

B1IBG, V JJIOIXU., April 10, 1719. 

The members of the Convention having desired Mr. Commiuary to sign 
the said letter and representation, he refused the same. Ordered it be 
entered aocordingly. Mr. Hugh Jones moved that the members of the 
Convention sign the said letter and representation. 

Ordered, That it be signed; and it was signed accordingly. 
Ordered, That Mr. Commiuary, Mr. Hugh Jones, Mr. Seagood, Mr 

Bagge, or any two of them, eumine the journal of this Convention, and 
transmit two copies, one to the Bishop of London, and one to the G0-
vernor, attested by them. 

Then Mr. Commissary asked whether the members had any thing more 
t., prepare, &c. It being answered in the negative, he dissolved the Con
• ,,)Otion. 

(A. true copy.) JAMBS BLAIR, 

HUOH JONEI!. 

Mr. Oommiaaa1)"1 Sp«eA to the 00n1Umtion, AprilS, 1719. 

RBVEBBND BRETHREN :-Aa in my letter for calling you together u 
~is time I acquainted you that it was in pursuance of the directioDS of' 
our Right Reverend Diocesan, my Lord-Bishop of London, I shall fint 
read to you his "Lordship's letter about it to myself, and his letter to the 
olergy of this country, whioh he has desired mo to communicate to you; 
and then I shall (as I find my Lord expects of me) endeavour to resume the 
partioulars and pre88 the observation of them with all fitting earnestne-. 

Then, having read both these letters, he went on thus:-
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Blahreu, it is plain ihat the ground of this admonition is an iuformatioB 
my Lord-Bishop baa received of lOme irregu1aritiea among WI that neecl· 
very much to be redreaeed. I wish the inform en, whoever they are, be
fore they had given our worthy Diocesan this trouble and uneasineaa, had 
fint made known their complaint to me, who have the honour to be de
puted by hi. Lordship for that purpose; and then, by your conCUrreDt 
advice, matten might have been redreaeed among ounelvea, without ex
posing WI to his Lordship's IUBpicioWl, or bringing UI under the charaoter 
of a clergy gnilty of several irregnlaritiea. .As in secular afFairs no JIIIUl 

carriea a cause from this C<?untry to England till it baa been fint tried iD 
our Virginia courts, and, if anyone is dissatisfied with their sentence, iD 
weighty cauaea there liea an appeal for England, it is moat regular thai 
it .hould be 10 too in apiritual affairs. It would be too great a burden for 
my Lord-Bishop of London to be tronbled in "prima inatantia" with aU 
the irregularitiea of the numerous clergy under him, eapecially in the .. 
mote Plantations, where he can't have the partiea before him, or be aufIi 
ciently informed of the circumatancea or the facta, the witnesses living at 
80 great distanoe. But this piece of justice, which was not deaigned us 
,by the informen, my Lord of London himself, out of his great prndenat' 
and unbiaaaed juatice, haa done us. He tells us that he "is not forward 
to give·credit to disadvantageoUl reports, finding that wrong representa 
tion! are not unfrequently made," and perhaps never more frequently than 
now. And therefore his Lordship haa reduced this complaint into the 
right method; that is, he baa given you and me notioe of it; and, like a 
good Bishop, he &tin UI up to do our parts toward redreaaing any me. 
gularitiea that may be among WI. 

And, seeing our Diocesan haa been 10 just and kind aa not to proceed to 
censure upon this private information, but haa left both the inqniry into 
the truth of the information and the redressing the irregularities, in great 
meuure, to ounelvea, let me with aU earnestneaa exhort you to discharge 
a good conBCience in this matter, and to speak freely, if ye know any that 
otliciatea aa minister of any pariah in this country, without license from 
my Lord-Bishop of London or his predeceaaor; if you know any among 
UI who haa not had Episcopal ordination; if you know any who doea not 
comply with the eatabliahed Litnrgy; and, lutly, if you know any thai 
are acandaloUl in their livea and conversation. These are the chief thinge 
pointed at with relation to our duty in my Lord's monitory letter There 
is one word added concerning institutions and inductioUl, intimacing that 
the Governor will be ready, upon notice given, to act accordingly, if any 
minister is settled among UI who baa not a license from the present Bishop 
of London or his predeceaaor, aa also in referenoe to institutions and in- . 
ductions. As to this of institutions and inductions, I say, I do not 10 well 
apprehend what is required of us in them. They are in the Governor's 
handa, who doea not iail to iWltitute and induct when preaentaU.oWl an 
duly made. But for want of these the clergy of this country have beea 
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upon a very preoariolll footing. Many endeavours have been made to 
.procore a remedy for this evil, and, in the revival ohhe laws about sixteeD 
or seventeen yean ago, partioular care was taken of it; b1ii it miscarried 
iD that .Assembly whioh was in Governor Noit's time, when the great bod.J 
of the revisal paaaed. 

The oommon remedy in England is for the ordinary to take the benefit 
of the lapse, whioh is Dot so easy in this COUDtry, for want of meD in Orders 
who are unprovided. And, indeed, this makes it muoh harder, too, on 
their side who are to pneent, if they are striotly limited to the six months, 
as in England,-there being no vacant ministers here for our vacant 
parishes. In the year 1708, Governor Nioholson had the opinion of Sir 
Edward Northey-then Attorney-General-as to the business of presenta
tiona and induotions. He gave his opinion that the righi of presentation 
by our laws was in the parishioners, and the right of the lapse in the 
Governor i only, he added, that if the parishioners have Dever presented, 
they may have a reasonable time to present a mimater. But, if they will 
Dot preaent,-being required so to do,-the Governor may, ID their default, 
collate a minister. 

These are the subjeota of my Lord of London', letter and of our COD· 
sultations, whioh, I think, we must go upon in the first place, and then, if 
anyone has any thing further to propose, it will be time to consider it 
Our consultatioDl will be muoh shortened if we proceed regularly and with 
Christian temper, and tpeak on at once, without heat, or passion, or par
tiality, and without breaking in one upon another. 

There is one thiDg more I have to recommeud,-nameiy, a unanimity 
and brotherly love among ourselves, whioh will be a great ornament of our 
profeesion and a great mutual support to our interest. 

I need not put you in mind tbat there are now many censorious eyes 
upon us, and therefore we must be very oircuDl8pect in our behaviour: 
prndenoe, gravity, sobriety and modesty, and moderation, are great orua
ments of our profession at all times. I hope we shall leave a good character 
behind us in this place, that tile very adversaries may have nothing to 
reprehend in our example or conduot, and so God, of his infinite mercy, 
accompany all our consultations with his blessing, and direct theJll to his 
glory and the welfare of that part of the Ohurch in which we are more 
partioularly concerned. 

BI8TOBIOAL RBM.umS WOB TID BETTBB UNDJ:B8TANDING 01' TID Pao. 
oaEDlNGS 01' TID OoNVI:NTION 01' Tal: OLDGY AT WILLIAMSBURG, 

IN APBIL, 1719. 

Before the Convention was oalled, great pains were taken to prepoeaeaa 
&he olergy in favour of the Governor by getting them to lign addreaaea of 
enoomiuma upon him, in whioh there was usually sowe reflection againai 
the Bouse of Burgeaaea that sent home a complaint against him to his 
Majesty, so that, without condemning themselves, it could not be expected 
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they would act otherwise in relation to him than they did at the Cony .. 
tiOD. To make way for these addreaaea, it was confidently given out, &ad 
most industriously spread allover the country, that Mr. CommiBauy and 
be more were turned out of the Counoil, and that the addreIIB of the 
House of Burgessee was refused to be received, because it came not thIOagIt 
the handa of the Governor; both which proved otherwise. 

On the day of the Convention, the Commissary and clergy waited on the 
Governor at his house; and, the Commiaaary uking if he had any CJC)JIl. 

manda for the Convention, he aaid he would signify what he had to _y U. 
• letter. 

While Mr. Commissary ... yet giving his charge, and was come to .. 
part of it whioh gives an account of Sir Edward Northey's opinion,-viL: 
"In the year 1708, Governor Nicholson had the opinion of Sir Edward 
Northey, then Attorney-General, as to the business of presentations and 
inductions. He gave his opinion that" the right of presentation by our la ... 
was in the parishionen, and the right of the lapse was with the Governor." 
Dere Mr. Emannel Jones interrupted him, crying out that it was a mis
take; it was not the parlsbion8n, but the vestry. "I have right to know it," 
aaid be, "for I brought in that opinion." Mr. Commisary answered, "Sir, 
you ought not to interrupt me: I have Sir Edward Northey'S opinion here, 
and I'll show you presently that it is right quoted i" and accordingly pro
duoed it, and satisfied the whole Convention that he had right quoted it. 

Immediately after the Commissary's charge, and before any other buain_ 
was entered upon, Mr. William Robinson, Clerk of the Council, being sent 
by the Governor, desired admittance, and presented a letter from the Gover
Dor, directed to the reverend the clergy of Virginia iD Convention at Wil. 
liamsburg, and then withdrew. This letter, being all an invective againa 
Mr. Commissary, contributed very much to the ill-temper of the Convention. 
There was such a confused noise upon it, that for a considerable space no 
one could be heard. When that confusion was a little over, so that he 
could be heard, Mr. Commissary said he was very unhappy to be under 
the frowns olthe Governor, but was so COnsoiOUB of his innocency, that, if 
they would have patience to hear him, he would uk no time, but would 
immediately answer all the accusations of that letter. And, beginning, .. 
the letter does, with the business of collations, while he was showing the 
law and practice of the country and the opinion of the late Bishop of Lon
don and of Sir Edward Northey, by which he had always governed himaeIf, 
another confused clamour &rOSe, that they were not proper judges of theee 
things, and therefore desired him to desist, and send his ansWer to the 
Governor's letter in writing to my Lord-Bishop of London; to whioh h. 
aoquiesced. 

Then Mr. Hugh Jones and some othen, faulting the doctrine of Mr 
Commissary's sermon preached before them that day, desired Mr. Com
missary to print it. He, excusing himself 88 never having appeared ill 
print, said if they had any objections against it he was read) to aoner 

Digitized by Google 



APPBNDIX. 409 

'bem, or, if they deaire<l it, he would transmit a true copy 01 it to my 
Lord-Bishop of London; I:ncJ. acoordingly they insisted upon this last, and 
he promised to do it. 

Then it was moved that an address be made to the Governor. Mr. 
Commissary and some othen put them in mind that it was more proper, and 
would look better upon the minutes, to begin with the prinoipal busin_ 
they were called upou,-vis.: The answer to my Lord of London's letter. 
But, this being overruled, a oommittee was appointed to draw the said 
address. Some moved that Mr. Commiaaary might be one of this oom
mittee to help prepare the said addreaa ; but this WIllI opposed by the greater 
part. 

Then Mr. Commissary and some othen moved that it might be oonsi
dered whether it was not proper to give directions to the committee con
cerning the manner of the said addreaa, particularly that they should 
abatain from intermeddling with those unhappy differences of State that 
were between the Governor and the House of Burgesses; and that they 
should confine themselvea to what was more proper for the olergy,-namely, 
the thanking the Governor for his proteotion of the Church. If they drew 
a handsome address to this purpose, it WIllI .id, we should aU unanimously 
join in it, whioh would do him more service than if they drew any thing 
whioh we oould not all unanimonsly sign. But this motion was overruled 
and the committee left to themselves without any limitation. 

THURSDAY, April 9. 
Mr. Emanuel Jonea delivered in the addreaa to the Governor, whioh, 

being read and examined paragraph by paragraph, passed without amend
ment. 

Though it WIllI carried by a majority of the Convention that this adu
should pass without amendment, there WIllI a very great debate on the 
object-matter of it. They were put in mind that those prejudiced men 
by whom they said his Honour was aft'ronted and abused were the body 
of the representativea of the country, -the House of Burgesses; that they 
bad made a publio complaint of the Governor, which now lies before the 
King; that it did not belong to our province either to prejudioe his Majeaty 
or to decide the points in difference between the Governor and the House 
of Burgeesea; that, if we were ever so deairous to justify the Governor, we 
were not in a capacity to do it, the matten in difference being entirely out 
of our cognizanoe. The House of Burgeeaes complain that their privilegel 
an enoroached upon: is that a fit subject for us to determine f They 
complain of a great sum of money taken without order and spent about the 
Governor's house ~d gardens: they had the account before them, whereas 
if we .y any thing upon that aubjeot we mnst speak without book. And 
80 of the forfeiture of lands and the Burgesses' salariea and some other 
.hinge 4nmplained of, of whioh we are very incapable judgea. They were 
likewise told that the duty of u-ediation of peace did much better become 
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us than the eapoaaing of any party; that we should thereby Incur ~ 
diapleunre of a great many gentlemen of oUI own pariahea; that we shoultl 
create to onnelv88 luting uneuin888; and that a time might come when 
the Honee of Bnrgeasea might think fit to call thOle to ftOOOnnt that put 
Rch publio afFronts on them, .. we heard the Honee of OommoDl ia 
Ireland did thOle that connter-addreBBed in the cue of Sir CoD8taDtin, 
Phipa. 

When none of all this prevailed, but the addreaa WI8 carried by vote, the 
Commiaaary, and aeven more that were againat addresaing in that form, _red that they might enter the feUOna of their diuent. B~t this". 
wholly refaaed. 

While this basin_ WI8 in debating, Mr. Robertson brought a letter from 
the Governor to the Oommiaaary, requiring the peruaal of his aermOD 
preached yeaterday before the Convention. The style of it ie 80 particnlar 
that Mr. Commissary thought fit to eet it down verbatim, which follow:-

Sm :-In yonr eermon preached yeaterday before me, upon oocaaion of 
the Convention of the clergy, you thought fitting to advance such principle. 
with respect to Government that 1 judge I should not diachargc the du" 
I owe to my Prince if I failed to take notice thereof; and lest I might, 
upon one cursory hearing, misapprehend lOme positions you then laid down, 
1 desire you will favonr me now with a more deliberate peruaal of the 
Bermon in writing; and your immediate compliance with thie requeat will 
be the only me&D8 to aatiafy, air, your DiGIt humble se"ant, 

A. SPOTTSWOOD. 

WILLIA •• B1JBO. April 9, 1719. 

Upon this, he immediately sent the aermon, hoping the Governor would 
either reat aatiafied, or, by the help of his friends of the clergy, form hie 
objections and give him an opportunity of anawering them. He heard no 
more of it, only nnderatands he took a copy. 

Upon the question of Mr. Oommiaaary's Epiaoopal ordination, of twent) 
fonr that were present beaides Mr. Oommissary himeelf, twelve voted tbU 
they were doubtful of hie Epiacopal ordination, eleven that they had no 
doubt about it, and one that he suspended his judgment. The re880ns of 
those who were doubtful were, first, that they knew not the hand in which 
the oertificate was written subacribed Jo. Edenburgen. To which it wu 
answered, that they could not have a better proof, that fen within their 
knowledge, than the late Biahop of London's licenae under hie hand and 
seal. Second, it wu objected that the certificate wu not in the usual 
Engliah form, nor anyaeal annexed to it. To which it wu answered daM 
a certificate from a Scotch Bishop of anyone being a miniater in his 
diocese, in the Order of Presbyter, ie a snfticient proof of the matter of ~ 
though it is not in the English form; and that, being taken for such thirt,
four yean ago by the late Biahop of London, (and the late Lord Effingham, 
Governor of Virginia,) to whom both hie ministry in Scotland and the tell 
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for which he suffered were at that time well bown, it ought not now to be 
called in question. Third, Mr. Hugh Jones objected to the word Presbyter 
in that certificate,-that it should have been Priest. But this objection 
was ridiculed by moat of themselves, since in the English certifioates or 
Prieata' Orders they are said to be promoted "Ad Sacrom Preabyteratu& 
Ordinem." 

In answer to the question whether they knew of any minister in this 
Colony that did not punotually conform to the rulea of the Established 
Church, there is no more set doWD in the minutes but that it was oWDed 
there were several rulei whioh were not observed by any of them because 
of the circumstanoea of the country. But upon this Mr. Commiaaary urged 
that my Lord-Bishop of London had been certainly informed of great de
viations from the Liturgy, and therefore that if any of the informers were 
then present they would acquaint us with what they had observed of this 
kind, that it might be certified, and told them they must expect he would 
aoquaint my Lord with it if they had nothing to say. Upon this Mr. Hugh 
Jones said something to this purpose :-That he was desired by my Lord of 
London to give his Lordship some account of the state of this Church, and 
that accordingly he had given an account of some things in whioh Mr 
Commiaaary did not observe the robric. He instanoed in the clerk'. 
publishing the hanns and some other things in church. For by the laws 
of this country all proclamations and many laws are published in Church, 
and, the clerka commonly keeping the register, the usual way is for them 
to publish the banns and give a certificate of it to the minister. He com
plained too of Mr. Ingles, his taking upon him in his sohool to make ex
hortations to his 8Ohoolboys, alleging that he should only teach them tho 
Church Catechism. The whole Convention, judging these things frivolous, 
commended Mr. Ingles (who is a sober, good man, and master of arts) for 
giving good instroctions to his boys concerning their morals; and as for 
some other things of small variation from the robrio, they found none but 
suoh as the different oircumstanoea of the country from those of England 
neoeaaarily engaged us in, whioh are more particularly mentioned in the 
olergy's answer to my Lord of London's letter. 

In the evening of this day, after the Convention was adjourned, eight 
ministers, who, for the reasons above mentioned, did not join in the addrese 
which the major part prepared for the Governor, agreed upon one of their 
own, both to show their duty to him and their moderation with relation to 
the public difFerenoea in the country. It was as follows:-

fb tAe HlM . .Al~ 8p0ttatD00d, AiB Maj6lty's IMu.1.eftant-Gowrrwr 
aM Oommand.er-in-OAie/o/ 1M Colon!l. 

May it pleue your Honour, it is with no small concern we humbly 
.. present to your Honour that we could not join with the reat of our 
brethren in one uniform address, being unwilling to determine between 
persons and things which, as we apprehend, were not properly under our 
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cognizance nor within our provinoe. Nevertheless, we think it our duty 
to retarn oar most hearty thanks for the continuance of your Honour'. 
protection to the Chnrch and olergy of this country. We have no doubt 
of your Honoor's ready concurrence in any present methods that call be 
offered for oar support and encouragement. And seeing yoar Honour is 
well apprised of aU our circumstances, without any further information 
from us, we desire to leave it with yourself to consider of the best ways 
and means to remedy what wants redress in the precariousness of oar cir. 
cumstances, whether byeJ:ecution of the laws in being, or the contrivance 
of new onea, to answer better the circumstances of the Church and clergy 
and people of this country as in your wisdom you shall think fit. 

It is far from our thoughts to add any thing to the uneasiness of your 
circumstancea from other hands, being eJ:tremely concerned at the unhappy 
differences in the country. As we heartily wish a better understanding, 
we shall not fail by our prayers and endeavours in our station to procure 
it as far as in us lies. And in the mean time, committing you to God'. 
conduct and direction, we take leave to subscribe ourselves, sir, your 
Honour's most obedient and mOlt humble servants, 

"ILLIA • .dD MAay COLL._, April 9, 1719. 

JAMBS BLAIR, Com'" 
JAMES SBLATER, 

JOHN CARGILL, 

PETER FOUNTAIlU, 

JOHN BRUNSKILL, 

GAY SMITH, 

JNO. MONRO, 

FRANCIS MYLNB. 

And then they went to his houae to present it. But he, having fint 
pernsed it by himself, at last refused to reoeive it, called it a libel, and 
pve it back to Mr. Commissary. 

Faron, April 10. 
There is nothing to be remarked upon this day's proceedings but that 

lOme objections were made to a few things in the clergy's answer to my 
Lord of London's letter, upon the amendment of which all the clergy 
declared their readiness to sign it. These objections were,--lst. The slar 
it oaats upon Mr. Commiuary's ordination. 2d. The unfair representation, 
or insinuation, at least, as if some of the Council, and partioularly Mr. 
Commissary, obstructed the Governor's acting in favour of the clergy in 
the point of institutions and inductions. It is trne they do not take it 
upon themselves to say this, but lay it upon the Governor, and say that b. 
imputes the opposition "he meets with in tbill affair to some of the Council, 
and particularly to Mr. Commissary, whom he also accuaes of some other 
irregularities, as your Lordsbir. by bis Honour's letter to us and another 
to the vestry olthe parisb of St !.nne's, may perceive, both which, together 
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with Mr. Commissary's aDBwer, we doubt not your Lordship will receive, 
and in whioh we moat humbly and earnestly pray your Lordship to inter· 
pose your Lordship's advice and aaaistance." Tbough this was the least 
they could do without directly inourring the Governor's displeasure, tbere 
were several who said they knew the Council and tbe Commissary had 
been sucb,. constant friends to the olergy that they would bave no band in 
putting tbis sligbt upon them, as if they opposed their institutioDB and 
inductions. 3d. That it lays the blame upon our laws that we are obliged 
to baptize, church women, mury, and bury, at private houses, &c., whereas 
It is not by our lawa tbese things are oooaaioned, but partly by our pre
cariousness, (the Governor never making use of the lapse,) and partly by 
the exceeding largeness of the parishes and other inconvenient oircum
stanoee of the country. 

Immediately before dissolving the Convention, Mr. Hugh Jones moved 
80mething to this efFect,-tbat, in regard a major part doubted of Mr. 
Commissary's Orders, the Governor should be required to suspend him 
from offioiating as a minister of this conntry, and the Bishop desired to 
send another CommiBB&ry. This proposal was with a general voioe ex. 
ploded and oried out upon, and they asked him if he was not ashamed to 
offer any such thing. When nobody backed his motion, he desired it might 
be entered on the minutes. But tbe whole Convention rejected it "':I.h 
great indignation. 

Tbe above account, consisting of ten pages, is a true narrative, to the 
best of our remembrance. 

JA.MES BLAIB, 

JNO. MONRO. 

An Annoer to tM Ac:cuaatioA "j)fttair&ed in tM (}oIJemor', Luter to tAe 
CORvet&tioR, ",AicA Leut:r ia to be Been in Jou'1'1U1l 0/ tM Proce«ling. 0/ 
tM laid ConwntiOR. 

A.QOUSATION. 

For none more eminently than Commissary Blair seta at naught those 
instruotioDB which your Diocesan leaves you to be guided by, with respect 
to institutions and inductioDB,-he denying by his practices, as well as dis
courses, that the King's Governor has the right to collate ministers to 
ecclesiastical benefioee within this Colony i for when the church he now sup
plies became void by the death of the former incumbent, his solicitation 
to the same was solely to the vestry, without bis ever making the least 
application to me for my collation, notwithstanding it was my owu parish 
ohurch. 

ANSWER • 

.A. this aoousation is here worded, the desigu of it is plainly to induce 
JOUr LordAhip to believe that I oppose the King's ioatrnctions and deny 
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&he GOTeI'DOI' the power of coDatioa, and tha& I 1n8 iacIucied bto lAy 
pariah witboai hia. Bat DOlle of aD thelle do in &be Ie.R touch and ex
plain &be true Rate of the dHrenmoe bmrin bia opiDion ad mine in tIlia 
maUer, which I mDR therefore beg leave more eleuIy to DDfold to yowr 
Lordship. 

The IOle qua&iOD .. Ie &his atrair ia, Wbal .. to be m_nt by collati.,. 
.. in the Goftmor's iDRnaotioDB !-whedler aaoh a power as &be King ~ 
to be.tow liriugs of whioh he himaelf ia the patroD! or mch a power _ 
the Biahop baa to col1at.e to lirings tlw fall into his hands bylapatt! He 
eJaima it in &be &rat sellll8; I hue always DDderaood it in the aecond, Cor 
&be following nlUOna. It baa been &be coostaot practice in this OO1lDby 
that wha&ever mininen we hue bad inducted hue had tint a present.
doD from the vestries, who, by law here, act in the name of the pariah
ioDera. ADd before thia gentleman's time, it 1n8 never known that e'98r 
a Governor ref1ued to ind. upon anImch preeentatiODB, or gave COllatiOD 
ad institution wi&bout it. 2d. By a law of thia CODDtry, entitled Minis
ters to be Inducted, after it baa spoken of a miniater's producing a testi
monial of bia ordination, and his mbllcribing to be conformable to thtl order. 
and CODBtitutioDB of the Ch1U'Ch of England and &be laws &bere established, 
follow immediately &beee worde :_U Upon whioh the Governor ill hereby 
....... fICted to induct the aid minister into any J»orisb &bat shall make pre
sentation o. ~im." ADd from theee worde it has been always undera&oocl 
here that the parish had the preeentation and &be Governor the induction. 
For, .. to the word requated, they think, and he grante, it doth not al_ 
the case when applied to the Governor,-that being the usual form in 
which our laws exp~ his duty, and not by the more authoritative words 
of enacting, commanding, or requiring, as they do other people's. 3d. 
The pariahes here are at the charge of foDDding the churehee, the glebe&, 
and the ealariee. 4th. Governor Nicholson conmlted Sir Edward Northey, 
the late Attorney-General, as to all this affair ,-being desirous (as I thought) 
to remedy the precariODBnllll8 of the clergy, who, except a very few, have 
DO inductions. And Sir Edward was altogether of this opinion, as your 
Lordebip will see by a copy of it, which I herewith transmit. Governor 
Nicholson sent copiee of that opinion to the several veetriee of this CODD

try, and threatened if they did not present that he would take the benefit 
of the lapee: the very threatening procured presentations, and consequently 
inductions, for some ministers. And bad the Governor collated and in
ducted upon the lapee,-nay, bad he made but one or two examplee of it,
all this grievance might have been redressed long ago. But he only 
threatened, and never once collated upon lapse; so &bat the precariousn_ 
is .. much fixed 88 ever. 5th. Haring often discoursed with your Lord
ship'. predecessor and written to him on this mbject, I never found he 
had any other notion of collation by the Governor but &bat it was to be 
.pon lapse. And the great difliculty started in those days to that scheme 
wu that the country complained six months was too short a time for them 
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to supply their vacanoies in,-there being no ministers to be had here who 
ware Dot already provided. For remedy of which, in the lut revisal of 
our laws, a law was provided in which two years (if I remember right) 
were allowed the parishes to supply their vacanoies. This law. about fifteen 
years ago, was under consideration of the Council of Trade. My Lord
Bishop of I..ondon was that day present at the Board, and I, being then in 
London, was desired to attend. After full debate upon ii, the law wu 
approved of, and my Lord of London wu very well satisfied. But after 
all it miscarried here in this conntry. Our A88embly could not agree 
about it, and 80 it fell. Sure, if either the Bishop or the Council of Trade 
had had any notion of this right of patronage which the Governor claims, 
(and his commiBSion and instructions are the same now they were then,) 
having 80 ready a remedy for the preoariOUBne88 of the clergy, they needed 
not to have made these extraordinary concessions. 6th. The Govemor's 
new method would destroy all benefit of lapse; whereaa, if the presenta
tion is in the parish and the lapse in the Govemor, we have the ordinary 
check upon the patron, as in England and other Christian Churches, which 
is a very valnable security. 7th. Collations for benefices, together with 
licenses for marriage and probates of wHls,-being three things pertaining 
to the ecclesiastical jurisdiction, but expressly excepted out of it and by 
the King's instructions given to the Governor,-aeems to be a good argu
ment that, in the point of collations, the Govemor acta only 18 ordinary, 
and oonsequently either institutes upon presentation or collates by lapee, 
but not as original patron. 

These are the reasons which have induced me to think collations are to 
be interpreted in another sense than the Governor hu lately fixed on 
them. I say lately; for I do not remember that he fell upon this notion 
above three or four years ago, whioh makes me utoniahed at the censure 
he gives of me for not applying to him for his collation. There are two 
wrong things here insinnated. One is, as if the Governor at that time 
had claimed (as he now does) the right of collating to the living as patron 
before it lapsed; whereas this pretension was, by four or five years, of a 
later date,-my coming to this parish being at Christmas, 1710,--and no
body at that time having ever questioned the vestry's right of choosing a 
minister when the parish was fairly void,-as it was here, by the death 
of my predece88or, Mr. Solomon Wheatly. As soon as I WI8 elected by 
Ule vestry, I immediately acquainted the Govemor, and he said he was very 
glad. of it. And I do &88Ure your Lordship he nor no one else at that time 
faulted this as being then, and long afterward, the common practice of the 
country. H a Govemor ever interposed in suoh oases in those days, it W81 

OIIIy by recommendation to the vestries, but never by way of collation, whioh 
he DOW begins to claim. The other thing which I take to be here insinuated 
is II if, upon the vestry's presentWon of me, I bad, in contempt of bia 
authority and right to give collation, never applied to him for .it. Thil, I 
eonf8, would have been a great contempt, and snch one 18 never any 
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minister in this oountry WIll guilty of. For, &I lOOn &I we can get a pre
Bentation from the vestry, we never faU to apply to the Governor for in
-iuction, as readily as any clerk in England applies to the Bishop with hie 
presentation. But this is the unhappin888 of our precarious circumstancea 
in this country,-that the vestries are such enemies to induction that the; 
will give no presentations, and our Governon have been so un,nlling to 
disoblige the parishes that they have never taken the benefit of the lapee; JIG 

that the miDisten generallyofliciate upon the election of the vestry, without 
preaentation or induction. As this is the case of about nine or ten of 
our ministen, (for some four or five are inducted,) your Lordship will 
easily perceive that, as matten then stood, without a presentation it WIll 

in vain for me to apply to the Governor for collation or induction. But I 
thought it became me, in good manner, to wait on the Governor and to .. 
quaint him with what WIll done: he signified his great aatisfaction, and did 
not in the least fault any thing in the conduct of the matter. We were 
then, and for many yean afterward, in perfect friendship i though now aD 
things that are capable of any ill aspect are mustered up to make a crUn. 
where never any before WIll so much 88 pretended. 

AOOU8ATlON. 

And I cannot but complain of his. deserting the cause of the Ch1llOh ill 
general, and striving to put it on such a foot 88 must deprive the clergy of 
that reasonable security which I think they ought to have with regard .. 
their livings. 

AN8WD. 

It passes my skill to find out the defects of this method. If the Governor 
would give the parishes warning to preaent in a reasonable time, and, in 
case of failure, to make use of the lapse, it would remedy the precarioua
n888 of the clergy 88 well 88 the other, and would have this advantage,
that it wonld be much more eaailyapplied, and a minister would have men 
of the love of his parishionen i whereaa, the other way will involve him 
in a lawsuit to defend his title; and if we should at any time have a 
Governor that has little regard to the Church or religion, he may keep the 
parish void 88 long 88 he pl8U88,-there being no lapse ever incurred by 
that soheme. 

AOOUSATION. 

As to the disordeis in the wonhip of God whioh are pointed at in the 
laid letter, it appean &I if my Lord of London knew not that his C0m
missary is more apt to countenance than redreaa the same; for I myaelf 
have seen him present in ohurch while a layman-his olerk-has read 
the divine sernce in the oongregation,-he himaelf vouchaafing to perform 
DO more of his ministerial offioe than to pronounoe the absolution, preaob, 
anG dismiss the congregation. 
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AN8WBB. 

It ia well bOWD that I do coD8tantiy, while I enjoy my hcalth, read the 
whole divine .rvioe myaeIf. And if the Governor has at any time seen 
it otherwise, it has been when I have been 10 weakened with aicknesa that 
I was not able to go through the whole service and preach too. If it be 
thought an irregularity that on such a case I made use of a laic, it is to 
" considered that this is a country where there is not one clergyman to be 
had on such an oocaaion,-they being aU employed at the same time in their 
own far-distant pariehes,-and that the country is 10 used to this practice, 
that long before I bell' it, by the fifth law in the printed book, entitled 
Ministers to Provide Readers, it is enacted "That where there is not a 
minister to oJJiciate every Bunday, the parish shall make choice of a grave 
and sober person of good life and convel'l!&tion to read divine service every 
intervening Bunday at the parish church, when the minister preacheth at 
any other place." But I constantly read prayers myself, unlesa disabled 
or weakened by sickn888. 

ACCUSATION. 

I have often seen him present at the churchyard, while the said clerk 
.... performed the funeral-service at the grave. 

ANSWER 

Here it is insinuated 88 if I had been at the funeral when the clerk 
performed the funeral-service at the grave. I can aver that my constant 
practioe is otherwise. What might occasion it that one time-whether 
that I bad not been spoken to, or that I 11'88 hoarse, or that I passed thrcugh 
the churchyard accidentally while the clerk 11'88 in the funeral-service, and 
I did not think fit to interrupt him-I can't tell, except the circumsiancea 
of the fact were explained But it is a common thing all over the country
what through want of ministers, what by their great distance and the 
heat of the weather and the smelling of the corpse-both to bury at 
other places than churchyards and to employ laics to read the funeral-ser 
vice,-which, till our circumstancea and laws are altered, we know not 
how to redress. 

AOCUSATION. 

And I remember when he was for having the churcbwardens provide 
lay readers, who should on Bundays read to their congregations lOme printed 
aermoDS; and 10 far he declared in Council hie approbation thereof, that 
Inch practice had like to have had the sanction of the Government, had J 
not withstood it IB destructive to the establishment of the Church. 

AN8WER. 

Tbe Governor's memory mnst in this matter have exceedingly failed 
him, when he represents this of lay readers either 88 a new project-for 
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(as I quoted above) there is a law of the country for it, duly put in praetiee 
when there is no minister to oflio~r as a project of mine. TIle t~ 
I would have rectified in it waa, that I understood that readers took upoa 
'hem to read what sermons they thought fit, and I waa for their reading oDlJ 
the homilies. This meeting with lOme opposition, (for it waa alleged, if 
nothing but the homilies were read, the people would not come to Church,) 
it waa, with the Governor's consent, accommodated thus :-that where then 
waa a minister in the parish, the minister should direct what sermons the 
reader should read at the distant ohurch or ohapel, and where there ,... 
no minister the Commialary should do it. But for the horrid innuendo 
this part of my aeousation is capable of-u if ministers were hereby in
tended to be laid aside and lay readers set up in their places, and 80 the 
establishment of the Church destroyed-there waa never any such thing 
thought of, far less argued, in Counoil. I have upon all oocasions acquainted 
your Lordship and your predecessor when vacanoies fell by the death of 
the minister, and preesed for a speedy supply i and whenever they came 
in they were immediately provided with parishes, if the Governor himaelf 
did not delay them. 

AOOUBATION. 

These and many other instances that might be given, which induoe me 
to believe that a reformation of what hu chiefly (as I apprehend) given 
occuion to your Diocesan's letter, will not be preseed very heartily by your 
Commissary, especially if he made no such 80lemn promise at his ordina
tion as his Bishop reminds you all of. Wherefore I judge it to be more 
incumbent upon the several members now in Convention diligently to in
quire of the di80rders which your Diocesan takes notice of, and earnestly to 
apply yourselves to proper means for redressing them. 

ANSWER. 

Whether I did heartily press reformation in pursuance of your Lordship'. 
letter,your Lordship will more readily apprehend from the copy ofmyspeeoh 
to the Convention, than from these hard prognostications of it. And though, 
by means of this letter of the Governor's and other more clandestine pre
poeaessions, they were sufliciently inflamed, your Lordship will obeervf. 
that, instead of accusing me of any irregularities, when I put the question, 
Whether any of them knew of any that did not punctually conform to the 
established Liturgy, they answered only that there were seve'" things 
~t were not observed by any, by reason of the circumstances of the coun
try, which particulars were ordered to be mentioned by the committee 
.ppointed to answer your Lordship's letter, and that your Lordship's direo
Dons be requested therein. But the worst innuendo of all is a doubt here 
nggested, and more industriously circulated in his private insinuations,
at least in the insinuations of his emissaries,-u if I never had Epi8copal 
ordination. The Governor, indeed words it somewhat doubtfully. " Eepe-
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eially (says he) if he made no such promise at his ordination as his Bishop 
reminds you all of." He was 'sausfied before that I was ordained with 
Episcopal ordination in Scotland. The doubt he here suggests is concern
ing the form of that ordination,-whether it had any such stipulation as the 
English form has. I had told him that I was ordained by the yery same 
English book of ordination,-as indeed I was. But, if he could not believe 
that,-having it only from my own teatimony,-he might have remembered 
that I showed him my license under the hand and seal of your Lordship's 
predecessor, in which, among other things, is certified that I promised to 
conform to the Liturgy of the Church of England as by law established ; 
80 that there was no occasion for throwing out this reflection. 

These are the accusations I am charged with in that letter: the sum of 
which w,-lst. A di1Ference of opinion about presentation, which I own, 
and have given your Lordship my reasons for it i which yet I humbly 
submit to your more mature judgment. 2d. Some few irregularities as to 
the Liturgy, which were owing partly to sickness and weakness disabling 
me at that t.ime to perform tile whole service, and partly to the circum
stances of the country, which will not admit of exact conformity as in 
England. This will be more fully explained in the clergy's answer to your 
Lordship's letter. 

But that all this heat. and anger should break out now, when the pre
tended causes were the same all along,-both during his nine yean' g0-

vernment and all his predecessors', from the first seating of the country,
everybody here observes is owing to his late resentments because I could 
not go along with him in several late innovations, which have given such 
distaste to the country that our House of Burgesses have complained of 
them to his Majesty. Had he taken the advice of the Council, he might 
have made himself and the country easy. But he is 80 wedded to his own 
notions that there is no qusrter for them that go not into them. He is 
now endeavouring to remove several gentleman of the Council of the most 
nnblemished characters. But, his resentment having more ways to reach 
me than any of the rest, he has exerted himself to the utmost of his en
deavouni both to rnin me with the College and my parish and your Lord· 
ship. But your Lordship's backwardness to discard an old servant withont. 
IIOme crime proved against him, and the clearness of my title to be president 
of the College by the charter, and the love of my parishioners, give him great 
uneasiness,-though my interest is a very unequal match for his. The 
fair, candid way with which your Lordship has used me, notwithstanding 
the vast pains he has taken to supplant me with your Lordship, has laid me 
under great obligations of gratitude, and the highest esteem of your Lord
ship's candour and just.ice. 

I doubt not there are many other things laid to my charge which I have 
never heard of, and therefore cannot answer at this distance. But, if your 
Lordship will give me leave to come home, I hope I shall be able to clear 
myself of all imputations to your Lordship, as I had the good fortune 
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to do formerly in the like cue to your Lordship'. predeoeaeor. who eifte4I 
all those matters to the bottom. 

I hope your Lordship will pardon all this trouble. God forgive them 
wlao have ocouioned it. I am only on the defensive. The equity of my 
judge gives me great boldne81,-knowing that I have endeavoured to keep 
a good oonecience, and that whereiDlOeVer I have erreCi I am ready to 
submit to your Lordahip's judgment, and to oorrect whatever you think 
amill in my oonduct. Being, with all sinoerity, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's moat 
Obliged and humble eervan" 

JAIIBS BLAIa. 

No.n 

ExmAOTS 1'8011 A P AMPBLET RBPORTING TO PROCEEDINGS O. , 

JUBILD AT JAMBSTOWN IN COIIMEMORATION 01' THE SBOOND CliN. 

TBNNARY ANNIVBR8A.BY 01' THB SBTTLEMENT 01' VIRGINIA, MAy 13. 
1807. 

DuE notioe having been given of the intended celebration, the pre
paratiODS commenced on the lOt-h. A packet, a Bloop and 8Ohooner had 
arrived before the 12th, wiih banda of mDBioiau and a company of artil· 
lery and cannon, and with a number of visitors. 

On the 12th, the beach began to I88Ume the .ppeuanoe of a regular 
encampment, from the erection of tents for the sale of vanODS articles; 
and the aoene W8B agreeably diversified by groupe of beautiful women who 
were every moment paaaing from the main into the island. It W8B not 
unDSual to see groups of pilgrims stealing away from the throng and bDBtle 
of preparation, from the wild revelry of joy and the enthDBiaam of aatie
tied and rapturous exultation, to saunter among the ruins, and converse in 
fancy among the tombs with the illuat.rious dead whose virtues and achieve
ments had furnished the motives for their aaaemblage. It was in the 
highest degree interesting and edifying to trace the eft'ects produced upon 
the minds and faces of the speotators by tbe view of these venerable re
maiDS of other times. The eye, in surveying the ruin of the ohuroh-ateeple 
garlanded to its summit with irregular festoons of smilax and ivy, carried 
back the mind to the interesting inoidents and events of the tint settlera. 

A orowd of pilgrims were diacovered on their hands and knees within 
the ohurchyard, removing the dust and rubbish from the mouldering and 
mutilated tombs, and exploring with anxious though patieut ouriosity the 
almost eft'aoed oharaoters whioh afFeotion and piety had sketched there 
in the vain expectation that they would be immortal. Whilst engaged in 
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theee pious and interesting ofticea, a pleasing melancholy insensibly atole 
G'fer the mind; t.he grosser passions of our nature, the dull pursuits of the 
world, were forgotten, whilst each for a moment by the witchery of fanoy 
imagined himself in the preeence of those gallant and venerable spirita 
that once animated and informed the mortal tenants of those graves • 

.As it were by general consent, the discovery of the oldest stone became 
an object of general emulation, and, in the COUl'88 of the examination, the 
reeuIts, 88 they seemed to be auocesaful, were triumphantly announced. 
Not. even the searchers of gold-mines, whose mania ia 80 deservedly ridi
culed and oensured by Smith and our other hiatorians, could have ex
ceeded the zeal and patience with which the pilgrims of 1807 examined 
every oharacter or fragment that promised to throw light on the character 
of their fathers and the antiquities of their nation. 

Beyond 1682, nothing legible could be traced; but, from the freshness 
of the marble bearing thia date, contrasted with the aurrounding ID888e8 

of mutilated and mouldering decay, it W88 the general impression that. 
this atone was comparatively young. 

Among the group of objects calculated to excite reflection on suoh an 
oooasion, it was impollllible to avoid noticing the growth of a sycamore, * 
"heee germ had been insorutably deposited between the fissure of two 
massy tombs, whose growth was gradually but certainly eft'ecting their 
demolition. In vain did a brawny wreath of the poiaoned oak, having 
&rat wound itself round the sycamore, grasp the trembling marbles for 
the Purp<1118 of averting their fall. The sycamore was a lever t.hat in. 
oessantly propelled them from their centres, and it was obvious that no
thing but its death could Bave them from falling without the line of the 
base. To a refleoting mind every inoident ia fruitful This seemed to be 
a struggle between life and death; and, what may appear extraordinary, it 
was the general wish that death should come oft' victorious in the contest. 

On the 18t.h, the dawn was ushered in by a cannon: a second announced 
the first faint etchings of the sun on the edge of the horizon. During the 
night, several vessels had arrived, and t.he eye rested with pleasure on t.he 
spectacle of t.hirty-two Bail at anchor in the cove, boats plying inoesaantly 
oft' and on from the shore, groups of beautiful women every moment 
making their appearanoe, orowds ftcoking in and from every part of the 
adjacent country, and the Powhatan evolving in silent majesty his flood, 
margined as far 88 the eye could reach with cultivated plantations and 
gay villas. 

Abou& 11 o'olock, the long-deserted shores of Jamestown witnessed a 
apeotaoIe equally pioturesque and impressive. It was no longer the mourn· 
ful image and glcomy silence of depopulation. Thirty-two vessels graced 
the anoient harbour; upward of four hundred ladies embellished the 
1088e, which became evnry moment more animated by t.he increasing con-

It Pla&aDua OcoidentalD 
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C01ll'H of citizens, and upon whioh the preaence of the military, and • 
band of Dlusio of Captain Nestle and his company of artillerieta from Nor
folk, reflected no amall lustre. 

At 12 o'clock, in oonsequence of arrangements previously agreed Upoll 

by the joint committees from Norfolk, Portsmouth, Petersburg, and W"d
llamaburg, a prooesaion marched to the ruins of the old church-ateeple and 
the lugubrious group of tombstones contiguous to those ruins. The order 
of the pl'OO888ion was u follows:-

1. Bishop Madison, and the orators of the day. 
2. The deputies from Norfolk, Portsmouth, Petersburg, and Wi1liaJM.. 

barg. 
8. The ladies. 
4. Band of musio. 
o. Artillery. 
6. A cannon·ball weighing ATe owt., supported by eight men.* 
';'. Citizens at large. . 
During the proo88l!ion, several tunes of a solemn nature were strock by 

the music, and cannons fired at proper intervals. Upon reaching the ruiDl, 
'he venerable Bishop of Virginia uoended • tombstone, and, in that afFect. 
ing, pathetic manner which characterizes all his religious effusions, poured 
out a prayer strongly expressive of the national gratitude for that peculiar 
protection which the Deity hu been pleued to bestow on the feeble bot 
auspicious germ planted two hundred years ago in the wildern88l!,-f& germ 
from whioh a State hu sprung up now highly pf08perous and flourishing. 
Here two sentiments equally dear to the human heart, and equally power
ful,-religion and patriotism,-united their influenoe; and that influence 
was irresistibly felt: pious tears were seen hanging on many a cheek fur. 
rowed by age or adorned with youthful bloom. 

BISHOP MADISON'S PRAYEL 

o GOD I Parent Almighty, who, though unseen, upholdest this pondef01lll 
ball, and, breathing through the immensity of space, fi)lest with stupendous 
life all which it inhabit; Spirit invisible, God of our forefathers, to thee 
we raise the voice of praise and thanksgiving; oh, hear us, and deign to 
accept this our imperfect homage. Thou great and glorious Being, who, 
according to the plans of thy wisdom, didst first inspire our forefathers 
with the elevated idea of seeking an uylum for man in this Western world; 
thou, who badest the terrors of death to retire from their hearts, the re
morsel88l! billows of the deep to be at rest, and the horrors of the howling 
wildern88l! DO longer to alarm, oh, hear, and, on this eventful day, suffer 118 

to pour forth, from the fulness of our souls, the tide of reverential affeo. 
ROD, of joy, and of gratitude; suffer U8, the descendants and the heirs of 

• This ball was originally brought oYer for the purpose of awing the aborigIML 
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thoae migMy men whoee footsteps, under thy gracious providence, here 
were fint impreeaed to approach thy divine Majesty, to declare the won
drous things which thou hast done for us, and to implore thy continued 
protection . 

.Assembled in thy sight, we now prostrate ourselves before thee, upon 
that ground which thou, 0 God, didst chooee whereupon to rest the 
wearied feet of our progenitors. Twice one hundred times hath this earth, 
in obedience to thy command, performed its faithful revolution around the 
fountain of light, since thy providential goodneaa was here testified by our 
ancestors with heartfelt 80ngs of gratitude and praise. The stream of 
time hath swept before thee the generations which since have arisen and 
paaaed away; but we, upon whom this day hath fallen, will rejoice in thy 
presence, and, with a sincere and ardent gratitude, will recall to vivid 
memory thy former and thy present mercies. 

Hallowed be t.he place where thou didst. particularly manifest thy good
nesa to our forefathers, and where the heavenly plan for spreading wide 
the bleaaings of aocisl rights first beamed forth. It was here, 0 God, it 
was on this chosen ground, that thou didst first lay the sure foundations of . 
political happinesa. Here didst thou say to our forefathers, who, under 
thy guidance, had defied the perila of an untried ocean, "Here fix yoU! 
abode; here shall the great work of political salvation commence; here 
I will strike dcep the roots of aa everlasting empire, where justice and 
liberty and peace shall flourish in immortal vigour, to the glory of my 
name and the happinesa of man. Here ye shall aleep; but your 80ns and 
your daughters shall poaaeaa the land which stretcheth wide before you; 
shall convert the wilderneaa and 80litary place into fields smiling with 
plenty; shall, in ages yet to come, exceed the sands upon the 8ea-ahore in 
number; shall, when two hundred years are accomplished, here resort, 
here recall to mind your valour and your sufferings, and here, touched 
with a lively "llense of the blessings vouchsafed to them, they shall exalt 
and adore my name, and acknowledge that the mightineaa of my arm 
and the overshadowing of my Spirit hath done those great and excellent 
things for them." 

Such, 0 God, was thy will. To thy servants now before thee baa 
been given the high boon of living to see the light of that day, and of 
acknowledging that thy promises are as steadfast as the everlasting hills. 
To us has been given the triumph which this day affords. It was thy 
providence which reared the tender plant that here took root, and which 
nourished it with the dews of heaven until ita bran<.'hes have cast their 
shade from ocean to ocean. It was thy providence, gracious Benefactor 
of man, which awoke in our breasts a just sense of the inappreciable value 
of our rights, and infused that indomitable spirit which effected a revo
lution the moet important in the annals of time, and which led to the 
lltablishment of civil governments throughout this rising empire upon ,he 
broad and firm baaia of equal laws. It was thy providence which in· 
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apired that wisdom whioh hath guarded us agaiut the horrors of war, aM 
which, amidst the dread convuJaiou that agitate the Old World, hath qi]J 

irradiated this thy ohosen land with the blessings of peace. To thee, 0 
God, we uoribe, u is moat due, that never-oeaaing current of national 
prosperity which bu daily increued, and which, under thy auspices, ,.. 
trust, will continue to increue, until its waters, spreading throughou 
every region of the earth, shall gladden, with their salubrious streams, 
oations which are now the victims of ambition, and thence cli1I'use peace 
and good-will among the whole family of mankind. 

Continue, gracious Benefactor, thy mercies toward us. Oh, teach us 
ever to love and to reverence thy name; teach us that the God of virtue 
can love only virtue; teach us that it is thou only, the first Source of 
happine88, who can secure it to the human race. Impress upon our hear1a 
an ardent love for thy holy religion: may its pure and sublime morality 
be to us the rule of all duties: may it guard us against the debasing in 
8uence of licentiousn8118 and vice, and inspire the people of these United 
States with those in8enble virtues which republics demand: may the 
love of our country and obedience to law be the dignified characteristio 
of oitizens: may they never forget that, without religion, morality diee i 
and that, without morality, republics are swept from before thee with the 
beeom of destruotion. 

BI8118 all the constituted authorities, and 80 rule their hearts and 
etrengthen their hands that they may drive from among us all manDer 
of vice. 

Give prosperity to the dift"erent seminaries of learning j increase true 
knowledge, and infix upon the hearts of the rising generation a just sen_ 
of the duties which they owe to themselves, to their fellow-creatures, and 
to their God. 

Finally, 0 God, pardon our offences, and deign to hear our imperfes 
prayer, for the sake of thy Son, our Saviour, J81U8 Christ.· 

The prayer being over, the oitizens repaired to a lawn in front of the 
principal house on the peninsula, for the purpose of hearing the oratiou 
and poems prepared for the day. Mr. B. G. Baldwin, from Winohest.er, 
then a student at William and Mary,~rward Judge Baldwin, of 
Staunton,-epoke firat. He wu followed by Mr. John Madison, also a 
student from the upper country. The speeohes were creditable to the 

* WhDe we appron the patriotio sentimenta or this prayer, we O&IIDot but lament 
the abeenoe of that without whioh no prayer can be acceptable to Ood,-ihe ~, 
of penitence, or true Christian humility. It was the rault or the age. Let anyone. 
after reading this prayer, turn back to the beginning or our work, and read thai 
Mnt O1'8r with our early ooloniate to be uaed, not by • Bishop or other minister. 
but by the oftl.oe ... on guard in behallor thelll881ns and soldie ... : let him compare 
the two together, and he wiD 118(' -\e dUrerenoe between the theolOl1 (>r 1607 ud 
1807. 
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patriotism and talents of these young men. Then fo11owod two odes, by 
Mr. C. B. Blanchard, of Norfolk, and Mr. Le Roy AndeJ'8c)n, of Williams
burg, which were interesting to the ueembly. 

Two days and nights were spent in these and other exercises of a dif
ferent oharacter. After feaning and mirth on the island, which oon
tinued two days and nights, the BOene W88 transferred to Williamsburg, 
where another day and night was spent in like manner,-very unlike tb 
manner of the ant days of onr forefathers on the island, whoae fint .
... the solemn celebration ofthe Lord's Supper. 

No. III. 

ORIGIN 01' THE NAMBS 01' PARI8HE8. 

[The followiDg was furDiahed at m1 request b1 m1 friend, Mr. HlIIh malr 
8ripb1, of Norfolk, to whom I am indebted for -1 other thiup in the fon
ping articles.] 

My DBAB Sm :-Yonr letter of the 18th was received last. evening, and 
1 basten to reply at once to your interrogatories. 

1. AUGU8TA.-So oalled from the PrinC88lr Augusta, wife of Frederiok, 
Prince of Wales, who W88 the eldest. BOn of George II., but died before his 
rather. The county of Augusta was created in 1788, and Frederick in the 
AIDe year, and were thus named after the Prince and Princeaa of Wales. 

2. DALB.-This is a fancy name, probably applied from the local pro
priety of the name,-probably from Dale Manor in England, from which 
BOme of the vestry may have emigrated; just as George M880n the first 
called the county of Stafford from Stafford in England. (See note to George 
M880n's Life in Virginia. Convention of 1776.) Thom88 Dale W88 High
Marshal of Virginia in 1611. 

8. BBClDOBD.-Tbe name of a place in England, and a oommon name 
of peraous i but I know not its application here. By-the-way, ita true 
meaning is becfort, (a strong beak.) 

4. SOUTH FABNBAM.-Farnbam is the name of a town in Sorrey, Eng
land, in which the Bishop of Winchester h88 a caatle. Its products are 
hops and com. It is on the banks of the Wey. 

5. hUBO.-This is the name of a borough in Cornwall, England, and 
is the shipping-port of the tin and copper ore found in its vicinity. Pro
bably there were mines in the vicinity of Tmro pariah, in Virginia, or BOme 
of its people came from Truro. 

6. FINOA8TLE.-Tbe name of this pariah W88 taken from the count.yof 
FiDcaatle, whioh W88 so called after the country-seat. of Lord Botetourt, ia 
England. Fincaatle oounty was taken frnm Retet. -art in 1774. In ()o. 
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tober, 1776, the county of Fincutle was divided into Kentucky, W. 
lngton, and Montgomery,-the name of Fincutle having been droppell. 
The town of Fincutle, however, whioh had been incorporated in 1772, 
retained the name. 

7. PETswoRTB.-The we name is Petworth, and is the name of a 
town in Surrey, England, whioh containa a ohurch in whioh the p~ 
were buried. If the parish were created before 1630, it was doubtless lID 

called in honour of Percy, who was for a "hort time Governor of Virginia, 
and was of the noble houae of Northumberland. A likeneaa of Percy (with 
his amputated finger) is in our Historical Hall,-having been presented by 
Conway Robinaon, who eaw the original portrait in England. The name 
Petao, to whioh you allude, is only an abbreviation of" Petawo.," whiob 
was the old way of recording the word, as Norfolk was written" NorfF.," 
I)r "Norfo." 

8. ANTRIK.-This is the name of a pariah in the county of Antrim, OIl 

the northeast oout of Ireland, of whioh Belfut is one of the principal 
toWDB, as also Lisburo and Carriokfergus,-all uoted in the history of that 
great effort to Bunnize Ireland. It is the head-quarters of the Proteataota 
and Scotch-Irish. It is an immense county of two hundred and aeveoty
one thousand inhabitants. Some deaoendant of the Sootoh-Iriah (as were 
the Lewiaes) gave one parish that name. 

9. ST. JAMBS'S NORTBAK.-Northam is a common name of a hundred 
places in England, (signifying north settlement,) and corresponds with 
Southam, Eastham, and Westham. 

10. STRATTON MAJoa.-8tratton is the name of a town in Cornwall, 
England, and individuala took the name from the town. The StrattoDII 
came over to Virginia early and were 80attered on the eastern and westero 
shOre!! of the Chesapeake. It was doubtl888 named by some minister who 
came over from Oornwall. That is to eay, the minister 8UggeBted the name 
to the representative of the county, who proposed it in the HoUle of 
Burgesses. 

11. SBELBURNE.-Oalled affAIr Lord Shelburne, who was prime minister 
in England for a short time, and was regarded as friendly to the Americana. 

12. BLISLAND.-This is a common name in England, and is synonymous 
with" happy land." It is evidently applied from lOme local incident long 
lost, or from lOme place in England connected with lOme of ita pariah
ioners. The word was originally BliIB-Iand. 

IS. SAINT BRIDB.-This should have been printed "St. Bride's." n 
alludes to the spiritual marriage of St. Catharine, who, according to the 
Oatholio legends, had the bridal ring placed on her finger by our Baviour 
in his ohildhood. Oorreggio-I think it is-has given us a superb paint
ing of the scene. The picture (partly original) is at the house of the late 
Mi. Ann Hereon, a Oatholic lady of Norfolk, who died during the yellow 
fever, and who was during her life a ministering angel to the poor,-be
.towing her vast wealth freely in the cauae of charity. As St. Oatharine 
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was never married corporeall!l, she has been called the bride of Heave"l,
that is, Saint Bride. We bave a street in Norfolk called Catharine, named 
about the time of the erection of the parish of St. Bride. 

14. BROMFIBLD.-I overlooked Bromfield in ita proper place. The 
term " brom," which signifies wild oatI, is a common prefix in England; 
as, Bromley, Bromwioh, Bromgrove, Bromton, (now Brompton,) &0. 

There are seven different places in Staffordshire, England, called Brom
ley, and in Kent; and it is probable that lOme Staffordshire oolonist or 
Kentiah man suggested the name Bromfield, as appropriate to the position 
of the church in the county of Culpepper. 

15. LYNNRAVEN.-This was 80 called from the port of Lynn in the 
county of Norfolk, England, and before Princess Anne, in which it now is, 
W88 set apart as a distinct oounty. 

16. OVBRWBARTON.-Tbis name, like tbat of Stratton, is tbat of an Eng
lish town in the first place, and, secondly, of an individual. It may have 
been called in honour of George Wharton, a native of Westmoreland, in 
England, who loat all during the civil wars, and who may have been a friend 
to the George Mason-the first of the name-who was a Staffordshire man 
and a royalist. Or it may have been called after the Marchioness of 
Wharton, who was a daughter of Sir Henry Lee, of Ditcbley,-a great 
royalist,-and who inherited his wealth. If Stafford had not been settled 
by lOme strong Cavaliers, and the parish had been created after the Revo
lution of 1688, I would suppose it W88 called Wharton in honour of the 
author of the celebrated ballad of. Lillibulero. 

17. COPLE.-This should oorrectly be written Copple. The word is 
common in Comwall and in the mining-coun~ies of England, and meane 
a vessel used in refining metals. It was oommon, three hundred years ago, 
to name taverns after instmmenta; as, the" Mortar and Pestle," the" Bell," 
&c. But I know of no place in England 80 called. If there were any 
mines in Westmoremand, the title would be appropriate enough. 

18. WBsTMORBLA.ND.-This county was oreated between the years 1648 
and 1658, near a century before any of ita Revolutionary men were bom; 
80 the Northem writer cannot say properly tbat it was 80 called from ita 
having produced 80 mauy great men in Virginia. The tme meaning of 
Moreland is "greater land," from the comparative "more," which is used 
in the sense of great by Gower, Chaucer, and even as late 88 Shakspeare, who 
.ys, in King John, Act II. 5th so., "a more requital." But, if Moreland 
is derived from the Celtic word" more," then Moreland signifies great land, 
or high land; as, Maccullum More is the Great Macc~lum. " Gilmore" 
means the henchman of the more or great man. The name of Westmore
land was given originally without doubt to a acene of high land ot a great 
Itretoh of land of lOme kind, and never had allusion to the men who were 
bom or died in any place 80 called. 

19. MA.RTIN's BRANDoN.-Brandon was so called from the town of 
Brandon, in Suffolk, England. It gives the British title to the Scotch 
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Duke of Hamilton. It is situated on the river 0088, and its name .... 
given, like that of Surrey, SUlllleX, and Suffolk, from emigrants from the.. 
parts of England. It appean from tbe appendix of Burke's History, voL 
i. p. 884, that one John Martin brought out a patent from England of fi .. 
bundred acres, whioh was located on the tract, or hundred, oalled Brandcm, 
on Chapoke Creek; and, in the early enumeration of the different settle
ments or plantations in the Colony, the farm of John Martin was &1,.... 
oaDed "Martin's Brandon." This was as early, I think, as 1680. 

No. IV. 

NAI08 O~ 8010 O~ TID OLD AND LunING FAMILIES IK EABrauI 
VIBGINIA IN COLONIAL TUID AND IMJlOIATELY SUOCKDING 'J'IIK 

REVOLUTION. * 
[The tollowing h •• been forniahed by Mr. Francie Cabell, ot WarmJnater, Va.. 

to whom I am indebted tor other 'fal)1&ble commanioatione.] 

ADen, Alexander, Ambler, Ai:cbt, Armistead, Atkinson, Aylett, Aoril. 
Bacon, Baker, Ball, Baldwin, Ballard, BankheaWanister, Bassett, 

Baylor, Baynham, Berkeley, Beverley, Birchett, Blair, Bland, Bolling, 
Bouldin, Booth, Bowyer, Bradley, Brent, Braxton, Bowdoin, Browne, 
Brooke, Broadnue, Burwell, Burnley, Butler, Buckner, Byrd, Basker-
rille, Branch, Booker, Blow. - I 

Cabell, Calloway, Carr, Carrington, Carter, Cary, c:aett, Chamberlayne, 
Christian, Clopton, Claiborne, Clayton, Clarke, Cooke, Coleman, Coles, 
Colston, Cooper, Conway, Corbin, Custis, Crawford. 

Dabney, Daniel, Davenport, Davis, Dandridge, Digges, Dulauy. 
Edmunds, Edwards, Eggleston, Eldridge, Ellis, Embry, Eppea, Everard, 

Eyre. 
Fairfu, Farley, Faulcon, Field, Fitzgerald, Fitzbugh, Fleming, Fry. 

* The aboTe list ot names is a oopy ot one whloh was drawn np tor the writer'. 
own use. and whioh, haTing grown by gradual aooretion from a small nnole.., II 
atU1 'fer'! imperfect. Eepeoially i. it deteoaTl in the DIm. ot many who resided 
in the lower oonnti., or in the Northern Neck, or the other necks between tile 
large rinrL It is not pretended that these tamili. were all ot the anoient .. aria
tooraoy." 10 called, although moat ot them might haTe oertain repreaentati'fe8 amOlll 
the gentry ot the ooantry. 80me ot them were .. non homin." within the mell1Gl7 
of the HYing. They are here alTlDged in alphabetioal order: thOle who an 
aoquainted with our political and BOOlal hietory will know how W o1aaaif1 th_ 
aooording to another etandard. Neither are they assigned to a.,. determined looaliV. 
The original anolltral seatll might be assigned to oertain ooantiee in moat CI8I8; 
but their poaterit7 in many ~·here is too widely diapereed. 
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APPBNDlX. 429 --~ Gibbon, Gilmer, Goode, Goodwyn, Graves, Grayson, Green, Grif. 
8D, ~es, Grammar, Greenway, Garnett, Garland, TI&8;1lhoJaon. 

Hackley, Hansford, Hardaway, Harmer, Harrison, Harvie, Herber&, 
Hill, Holliday, Holmes, Hooe, Howard, Huhard, Hairston, Heath, Heth. 
Hicks, Hopkins, Hawkins, Hodges, Henderson, ~~ ... 

Innes, Irby. ---
Jefferson, Jennings, Johnsen, Jones, Joynes. 
Kennon, King. 
Lanier, Lee, Lewis, Lightfoot, Littlepage, Littleton, Lomax, LudweU, 

Lyons, Leftwich. 
Mallory, Martin, Marshall, MlLl1.e, Mason, Musie, Matthews, Mayo, 

Meade, Mercer, Minor, Meredith, iliTtWeiKer, Michie, Minge, McCarty~ 
Moore, Moseley, Munford, Morris, Morton, Mosby. 

Nash, Nelson, Newton, Nicholas, Nivison, Norvell, Noland. 
Page, Parke, Parker, Peachey, Pegram, ~dleton, Penn, Peter, Pey

ton, Phillips, Pierce, Pleasants, Pollard, Pope, Powell, Poythress, Prentiaa, 
Price, Prosser, Posey. 

Randolph, Reade, Riddick, Roane, Robertson, Robinson, Rose, Buflin, 
Russell, Royall. 

Savage, Saunders, Searburgh, Selden, Shepherd, Short, Skelton, Skip
with, Slaughter, Spottswood, Stanard, Stevenson, Stith, Stokes, Steptoe, 
Strother, Swann, Syme, Spenoer. 

Tabb, Talbot, Taliafero, Tayloe, Taylor, Tazewell, Terry, Thornton, 
Todd, Travis, Trent, Tuoker, Tyler. 

Upshur, Upshaw i Venable, Vaughn. 
Waller, Walker, Walton, Wade, Ward, Waryng, Washington, Watkioa, 

Watson, West, Wickham, Webb, Whiting, Westwood, Wilkins, Wilooz, 
Willis, Winston, Williams, Withers, Wood, Woodson, Wise, Wormley, 
Wyatt, Wythe. 

Yates, Yelverton. 
A very few Scotoh and Iriah names are found in this list,-IItill more of 

Wemh i but the great body of them are English or British, (other thaD 
Buon.)* 

* 'IV,z,!a Nama to 6,Jotmtl in tIN U"W Bt4", ""tl,.,.,., oJ tlaera in r~ 
Atkins, Adams, Apjohn, Apthorp, Aubre)'. 
Baloh, Barlow, Ba)'l)', Benlow, Benn, Bowen, Bo)'dell, Breese, Broadus, (Brad

b1l1'8t,) Broughton, Bulkle),. 
Cadwallader, Catesb)" Clements, Clo)'d, Conwa)', Ooates, Cobbs, CerwiD, Crad-

dock, (Caradoc,) Crute, (Onn,) CunWFe. 
DanB, Danes, DawkiDl, Denb)', Dioldns, DioldD80n, Dewe)'. 
BdmundB, Edwards, Bunl. 
Pane, Fielding, Ployd, Pluellen. 
Garland, Gerald, GI)'n, Godwin, GrifIln, Gritl.th, GwathDe)" Gwill)'n, G1r)'u. 

Gwinnett, Graves. 
Hawkins, Banmer, Harris, HasldDB, HawldDB, Havard, Ha)'Des, Hopldns, HOIIklna. 

Herbert, Hiokes, Holland, Howell, Howland, Hughes, Humphre)'B, Hunt. 
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No. V. 

IxTBAO'r DOM JOBN BoLl"8 Lm-ra TO KurG JAJU81fDl1HK WABU 

ENGLAND WITH POCAHONTAS, OONODNIlfG TBK I'IB8T PLAJlTA.'.rIOn 

oa 8&'l"'l'LUONT8 IN THE CoLONY. 

AT Henrico, 00 the DOrth aide of the riTer, DiDety odd myles from &he 
moath thereof, and withio fifteeD or sixteeD myles of the Falla or head of 

Jea,.., JeDkyu, JadkiDa, JIIDkiD, JeffreJ8, JelfenoD, Jacobe, Jam.. .10-. 
~,u., IIaaa 

Laoghom, Leigh, Lewis, Lewe11JD, Liat.er, Lloyd. Ludlow, L7JII&D. 
Maddock, (Madoc,) MaUilews, KaMel, Meredith, Mepiok or Merrick, lIorzu, 

1Iil.., lIoms, Mone, Mosby, Moat1D, Middle&oD. 
Nichola, Nom., Nena 01' Nnina. 
Owen, Owenl. 
Pumlll, Par, P&rI'1, PartiDa, PertiDa, PerkiDloD, Peaoock, Peters, Pea.o, p.. 

clerpat, PellDUlt, PickeDl, PhllUpe, Poole, Polwhell, Powell, Po,..,., Price, Pra&t. 
Priehard, Pugh, Pym. 

Bicharda, Be. 01' Reece, Rice, RiY8I'I, Rowland, Roberti!, Rogen, BagI_d. 
Stokes, StaDley, Stephenl, Shelby, Simonds 01' SimmOIll, Snowden. 
Thomu, Tompkilll, Trnely&D, Treyol', Tudor, Tyndale 01' Tindall. 
Vane 01' Fane, V.ughn. 
WMkiDa 01' Gwatkin, Williama, WinD, Wilkina, lrilldnaoD, WaUl, Walters or W~ 

ten; Willa, Willia, W&llia, W&11, Warner, W.lles, Wilb, Womack, Wootau. W.,.... 
1. The following llUl'lWDeI are taken from those of the ancient princes of the 

IOIlDtry:-Cadwal1&der, Griflin, G1f1DDett, (G1f1DDedd,) Craddock, (Caradoo,) 
Bowell, Lewel11D, Madoc, Owen, Rice, (Rhuys,) Tudor, (Tewdor.) 

2. These by adding II s" to Scripture names,-'riL: Adams, Daniela, Da'ri., 
(Dr.'rida,) Ellia, (Bliu,) Johnes or Jon88, Jam.., Iaaace, Jacoba, Matthews, PhilJipe, 
Stephenl, Symonds, Peters, Tholll&L 

8. And these by adding .. s" to common Christian nam81 :-CIements, Edmunda, 
Bdw&l'da, E'fIUls, Hnghes. Humphreys, Jeffreys, (Geoffreys,) Rich.rds, Roberti, 
Rowlands, Wills, Williams, Watts, Walters. 

4. .. Ap" or ... b" means son, and ill often preAxed to other names; and the aI&x 
II kins" denotes a collatel'alreiation:' thUll, BeYan is equiY&1eDt to Ap-E'f&I1; BoweD, 
Ap-Owen; Breese. Ap-Rees; Parry, Ap-Harry; Powell, Ap-Howell; Pugh, Ap
Bugh; Price, Ap-Riae; Prichard, Ap-Riahard; Penry, Ap-HeDrJ. AtkinB, (Ar
thnra'-kin,) Dickena-soD, Dawkins, Haskins, Hawkinl. Hopkilll, JenkiDa, JudkfDI. 
(Judaa-kin,) Pickens, Perkins-son, Tomkin~, Watkilll, Wilkins. 

6. Some of the aboye names may be Comiah, old British, 01' othenriae Ce1tIt. 
rather than strictly Welsh; thu, the English haye a pronrb,-

" BJ Tn, Pol, IIIICI Pen 
You 111&7 know &be OonUb mea." 

6. It is cnrions to note how many of the original Puritans of New England, " 
the Quakers of P8DIlIylYania, of the Baptists ofVil'gini. and elaewhere, of adyooMll 
of extreme republican opinions in matters of State, as well as of ReYolutioDll'1 
lead8l'll, bore names to be found in the .boye list. Of Yery many of the citiIeDI 
of the Piedmont district, in Virginia, the same may be said. Their ancestors., 
h.ye been attracted thither from its resemblance to the PrincipaUty in its physioll 
features. 
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that nver, (being our furthest habitation within the land,) are thirty-eigh' 
men and boyes, whereof twenty-two are farmors, the rest officers and 
othe1'8, all whom maintayne themselves with food and apparrell. Of thil 
towne one capten Smaley hath the command in the absence of capten 
James Davil. Mr. W m. Wickham minister there, who, in his life and 
doctrine, give good examples and godly instructions to the people. 

At Bermuda Nether Hundred, (seated on the south side of the river, 
oroseing it and going by lllnd, five myles lower then Henrico by water,) 
are one hundred and nineteen-which seate conteyneth a good oircuite of 
ground-the river running round, SO that a pale running cross a neck of 
land from one parte of the river to the other, maketh it a peninsula. The 
houses and dwellings of the people are sett round about by the "river, and 
all along the pale, so fan distant one from the other, ihat upon anie alarme, 
they can succor and second one the other. These people are injoyned by 
a charter, (being incorporated to the Bermuda towne, which is made a 
corporacoun,) to eif'eot and performe suoh duties and services whereunto 
they are bound for a certain tyme, and then to have their freedome. This 
corporacoun admit no farmors, unles they procure of the governor some of 
the colony men to be their servants, for whom (being no members of the 
corporacoun,) they are to pay rent corne as other farmors of this kind
these are about seventeen. Others also comprehended in the said num
ber of one hundred and nineteen there, are resident, who labor generallie 
for the colonie; amongst whom some make pitoh and tarr, potashes, ohar
cole and other works, and are maintayned by the magazin-but are noL 
of the COrporacoun. At this place (for the most part) liveth capten 
Peacdl!/, deputy marshal and deputy governor. }Ir. Alexander Whitaker, 
(sonne to the reverend and famous divine, Dr. Whitaker,) a good diviae, 
hath the ministerial oharge here. 

At West and Sherley Hundred (seated on the north side of the riVeT, 
lower then the Bermudas three or four myles,) are twenty-five, commanded 
by capten Maddeson-who are imployed onely in planting and ouring 
tobacco,-with the profitt thereof to clothe themselves and all those who 
labor about the generall business. 

At James Towne (seated on the north side of the river, from West and 
Sherley Hundred lower down about thirty-seven myles,) are fifty~ under 
the command of lieutenant Sharpe, in the absence of capten Franois 
West, Esq., brother to the right ho'ble the Le. Lawarre,-whereof thirty
one are farmors; all theis maintayne themselves with food and rayment. 
Mr. Riohard Bucke minister there-a verie good preacher. 

At Kequoughtan (being not Carr from the mouth of the river, thirty
levan miles below James Towne on the same side,) are twenty-whereof 
elenn are farmors; all those also maintayne themselves as the former. 
Oapten George Webb commander. Mr. Wm. Mays minister there. 

At Dales-Gift (being upon the sea, neere unto Oape Oharles, abou 
thirty myles from Kequoughtan,) are seventeen, under the command of OM 
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lieutenant Cradock; all theee are fedd and maintayned by the oolony. Theil 
labor is to make salt and catch fish at the two seasons aforementioned. 

80 the nomber of oflioen and laboren are two hundred and five. The 
farmon 81 j besi.dea woemen and ohildren, in everie plaoe lOme-which ia 
all amounteth to three hundred and fifty-one peraona-a small Bomber to 
advance 80 great a worke. 

Theis severall places are not thus weakly man'd, u capable of no great. 
Domber, (for they will maintayne many hundreds more,)-but because DO 

one can be foraaken without 108lle and detriment to all. If then 80 few 
people, thus united, ordered and govemed, doe live 80 happily, every one 
partaking of the othen labor, can keepe in p08IIe88ion 80 muoh ground. 
will feed a far greater nomber in the same or better oondition; and seeing 
too, too many poore farmon in England worke an the yeare, rising early 
and going to bed late, live penuriously, and muoh adoe to pay their land
lord's rent, besides a daily karking and caring to feed themselves and 
families, what happioes might they enjoy in Virginia, were men sensible 
of theis things, when they may have ground for nothing, more thau the, 
can manure; reape more fruits and profitts with half the labor, void of 
many cares and vuaoious, and for their rent a matter of small or DO 
moment, I leave to your singular judgment and oonsideracoun, nothing 
doubting, but He (who, by his infinite goodnes, with 80 small meana, 
hath settled theee poore and weake beginnings 80 happily,) will animate, 
stirr up and encourage maDie othen oheerfully to undertake this worke, 
and will U8uredly add a daily strength to uphold aDd maintayne what h. 
hath already begun. 

Beeing then this languishing action is now brought to this fomrdneM 
and strength, no person but is provided for, either by their owne or othera 
labon, to subsist themselves for food, aDd to be able to rayse commodities 
for olothing and other neoessariea, envy it selfe, poyaoned with the venom 
of upes, caDnot wound it. 

Now, to drawe to a conolusion of this my poore oblacon, I would crave 
your Highnes' patience a little longer-and that you would tume your 
heart to a more heavenly meditacoun, wherein nluoh joy aDd comfort is to 
be reaped and found, of all suoh 88 shall troly, sincerely aDd unfeynedly 
seeke to advance the honor of God, and to propagate his gospell. There 
is no small hope by pietie, olemenoie, cortesie and civill demeanor, (by 
whioh meanes lOme are wonne to us alreadie,) to convert aDd bring to the 
knowledge and troe wonhip of Jeaua Christ thoUl8nds of poore, wretched 
and misbelieving people on whose faces a good christian cannot looke with
Ol1t 8OrroW, pittie and oompession, seeing they beare the image of our 
Heavenlie Creator, and we aDd they come from one and the same mould, 
especiallie we knowing that they, merely through ignorance of God and 
Christ, doe ron headlong, yea, with joy, into destrootion and perpetuall 
dalDDation,-for whioh knowledge we are the more bound and indebted 
to Almightie God, (for what were we before the gospell of Christ shined 
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amongst us 7) and cannot better expreas our duties and thankfulness for 10 

great mercies, then by using such meanes to them, as it pleased him to 
lend unto others to bring our forefathers and us into the waies of trueth, 
-it is much to be mourned and lamented how lightlie the workes of God 
are nowadays generallie regardod, and less sought after; but the worke 
of the world, as though they were eternall, hungered for, and thirsted after 
with insatiable greedines. But should we well consider, examine and 
search into ourselves, what we were, and now are, there can be no heart, 
(if not hardened as the nether mill stone,) but would even break itself to 
pieces, and distribute to manie poore soules some parte thereof, to purge 
them from their lees of synne, and to sette them in the right pathes of 
holines and righteousnes, to se"e the King of Heaven; by which meanes 
and God's holy assistance, no doubt they will BOOne be brought to abandon 
their old superstitions and idolatries, wherein they have been nursed and 
trayned from their infancies, and our greatest adversaries shall not taunt 
us "'ith this reproach, "Whom of you have you wonne to christianitie 1" 
What a crowne of glorie shalbe sett upon their heads who shall faithfullie 
labor herein, I leave to the enjoying of them, who shall endeavour UD

feynedly to meritt the same. Finallitl, as Caleb and Joshua in the verie 
heate of grudgings, murmurings, and assemblies of the children of Israeli, 
stood stoutlie for the Lord's cause, commending tho goodnes of the land 
they discovered, to the faces of their oppressors, and the eaaines to obtain 
it even to the perill of their lives, 80 many right ho'ble and worthie per. 
IOnagea, both here and in Virginia, (whom generallie the most parte with. 
drew themselves, that the action was almost sunck downe in forgetfulnes,) 
h .. ~e mightilie upheld this christian call1!e-for God, even our owne God, 
did helpe them. For neither evill reports, nor slanders, nor munnurings, 
nOl' backbitings of others, nor any disaster, did once dismay or hinder 
them from upholding thereof with their good reports, incouragementa, and 
meaDes yearelie sent to the planters, to nourish life and being in this zeal· 
ous worke. I beseech God to raise up many more such, 80 zealous for 
God's glory, to forward the .me-we have tasted of lOme fruita thereof. 
There are no great nor strong caatlea, nor men like the IOns of Anack, til 
hinder our quiet poaaeaaion of that land. God's hand hath been mightie 
in the preae"aooun thereof hitherto; what need we then to feare, but to 
goo up at onoe as a peculiar people, marked and chosen by the finger of 
God, to possess it, for undoubtedly he is with us. And as for murm11l'Olll, 
slanderers and baoksliders, a due porcoun shalbe given them for their re
ward. So the blessings of Caleb and Joshua shall fall upon all those that 
constantly persevere to the end. Thus, oraving your gracious pardon for 
my rude boldnes, beaeaching God to send you the folnes of his blessings 
ia this world and in the world to come, I rest, 

Your highaea' most faithful and loyall subj.ect, 
JOHN RoLl', 

V"t.. II.- 'as 
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No. VI. 

fBB f'ollowing addreee and reeolutions of' the patriota of' the Norihen 
Neck of Vuginia, in the year 1765, immediately after the passage of' &be 
Stamp Aot, properly belongs to the article on W 88hington parish, Westmore
land. It was drawn up by Richard Henry Lee, whose name is Jirst OD &be 
list. It is aaid to have been the first publio 88BOOiation in the land for &he 
reeiltance to that act. 

Roused by danger, and ala.rmed at attempta, foreign and domestic, to 
reduce the people of' this country to a state of' abject and detestable slavery, 
by destroying that free and happy constituaon of' government under which 
they have hitherto lived,-We, who subscribe this paper, have 8B8OCWed, 
and do bind 0UJ'881ves to each other, to God, and to our country, by the 
armest ties that religion and virtne can f'rame, moat sacredly and pDnctu
ally to stand by, and with our lives and fortunes to support, maintain, aDd 
defend each other in the observance and execution of these following 
articles. 

First.-We declare all due allegiance and obedience to our Jawfa) 
Sovereign, George the Third, King of Great Britain. And we determine 
to the utmost of our power to prese"e the lawa, the peace and good order 
of this colony, 88 far 88 is consistent with the preservation of our constitu· 
tional rights and liberty. 

Seoondly.-As we know it to be the birthright privilege of every British 
object, (and of the people of Virginia 88 being BUoh,) founded on reI8OD, 

Jaw, and compact, that he cannot be legally tried, but by his peers, and 
that he cannot be tared, but by the oonsent of a Parliament, in which he 

. is represented by persons ohosen by the people, and who themselves pay 
a part of the tar they impose on others. If' therefore any person or per
IOns shall attempt, by any action or proceeding, to deprive this colony of 
those fundamental rights, we will immediate)y regard him or them 88 the 
most dangerons enemy of' the community; and we will go to any ex
tremity, not only to prevent the SUOO88B of'lOch attempts, but to s~ 
and punish the offender. 

Thirdly.-As the Stamp Act does abeolutely direct the property of the 
people to be taken f'rom them without their consent expressed by their 
representatives, and 88 in many cases it deprives the British AmeriCID 
objeot of' his right to trial by jury; we do determine, at every Iward, 
and, paying no regard to danger or to death, we will exert every f'acul'Y 
to prevent the exeoution of the aaid Stamp Act in any instance whatsoever 
within this oolony. And every abandoned wretch, who shall be 80 1_ to 
mue and publio good, 88 wiokedly to contribute to the introduotion or 
hture of the Stamp Act in this colony, by using stamp paper, or byaDJ 
other means, we will, with the utmost expedition, convince all auoh pro-
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ligates that immediate danger and disgrace shall attend their proetitnte 
purpoeee. 

Fourthly.-Tbat the last article may moat snrely and effeotnally be 
ueonted, we engage to each other, that whenever it shall be known to 
any of this association, that any person is so oonduoting himself as fA) 

!avonr the introduotion of the Stamp Act, that immediate notice shall be 
given to as many of the association as possible; and that every individual 
10 informed shall, with expedition, repair to a place of meeting to be 
appointed as near the soene of aotion as may be. 

Fiftbly.-Eaoh associatdr shall do his true endeavour to obtain as m&D;r 
signers to this association as he possibly can. 

Sixtbly.-If any attempt shall be made on the liberty or property of 
any assooiator for any action or thing done in consequence of this agrree
ment, we do moat solemnly bind onrselves by the sacred engagements 
above entered into, at the utmoat risk of onr lives and fortunes, to restore
snob associate to his liberty, and to protect him in the enjo;yment of hi. 
property. 

In testimony of the good faith with whioh we resolve to execute th» 
lIIOOiation, we have this 27th day of February, 1766, in Virginia, put ov 
banda and seals hereto. 

Riohard Henry Lee 
Will. Robinson 
Lewis Willis 
Thos. Lud. Lee 
Samuel Wasbingtoa 
Charles Washington 

. Moore Fauntleroy 
Franois Lightfoot Lee 
Thomas Jones 
Bodham Kenner 
Spencer M. Ball 
Riohard Mitchell 
Joseph Murdook 
Riohd. Parker 
Spence Monroe 
John Watts 
Robt. Lovell 
John Blagge 
Charles Weeb 
W'illm. Booth 
Gao. Turberrille 
Alvin Moxley 
Wm. Flood 
John Ballantine, J1UlI'. 
William Lee 

William Sydnor 
John Monroe 
William Cooke 
Willm. Grayson 
Wm. Brookenbrough 
Saml. Selden 
Riohd.Lee 
Daniel Tibbs 
Franois Thornton, JUDI 
Peter Rust 
John Lee, Jr. 
Franois Waring 
John Upshaw 
Meriwether Smith 
rhos. Roane 
Jas. Edmondson 
Jas:Webb, Juur. 
John EdmondlOD 
Jas. Banks 
Smith Young 
Lanr. W uhingtoD 
W.Roane 
Rioh. Hodgel 
Jas. Upshaw 
Jas.Booter 
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Tbos. Chilton 
Richard Bueber 
Jos. Pierce 
Will. Ohilton 
John Williams 
John Blackwell 
Winder S. Kenner 
Wm. Bronaugh 
Wm.Peiroe 
John Berryman 
Johu Dickson 
.J ohu Brooue 
Edwd. Banford 
Oharles OhiltoD 
Edwd. Banford 
Daniel McOany 
Jer. Rush 
Edwd. Ranedell 
Towushend Dade 
.John Ashton 
W.Brent 
Francis Foushee 
.John Smith, Jour. 
Wm.Ball 
Tbos. Barnes 
J os. B1aokwell 
Beuben Meriwether 
Edw. Mountjoy 
Wm. J. Mountjoy 
Tbos. Mountjoy 
John Mountjoy 
Gilbt. OampbeU 
Jos.Lane 

APPUDIX. 

No. VII. 

A.. Montague 
Rich'd Jeffries 
John Suggett 
John S. Woodooclt 
Bobt. W onneley Outer 
John Beale, JUIll'. 
John Newton 
Will. Beale, Junr. 
Ohs. Mortimer 
:rohu Edmondson, Jr. 
Oharles Beale 
Peter Grant 
Thompson Muon 
JonL Beckwith 
J as. Samford 
John Belfield 
W.Bmith 
John Augt. Wuhiogtoa 
Thos. Belfield 
Edgoomb Baggett 
Henry Francks 
John Bland, Junr. 
Jas. Emerson 
Tbos. Logan 
Jo. Milliken 
Ebeneler Fisher 
Hancock Eustace 
John Richards 
Thos.Jett 
Thos. Douglas 
Max. BobiD80D 
.John Orr. 

8noP8I8 01' ASUMBLY ACTS RBLATING TO TIIB PaoTUTAN'J' .... 

CIOPAL ORUBOR. 

IT was my intention to have written an article on the last years at &be 
Protestant Episcopal Ohuroh of Virginia, beginning with the Act. of AI
lembly in 1776, whillh 8U8p8nded the salaries of the clergy, and endins 
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Wlth that which confiscated the glebes', in 1802. Bnt I find the same 80 

much better done in this and the two following numbers of this Appendiz 
that I cannot hesitate between them. The summary of Acts and Memo
rials has been furnished me by my young friend, Mr. John Eston Cooke, 
of Richmond, Virginia, who, with great care, has eDmined all the doeu· 
ments on the subject which are laid up in the archives of the State, and 
presented the following result, for whioh my readers, as well as myself. 
will owe him many thanks:-

1. The first Aot aimed at the Established Ohurch was passed at a Gene
ral Assembly begun and held at the Oapitol, in Williamsburg, on the 7th 
October, 1776,-the first year of the Commonwealth. This Act is inte
resting in an historical point of view, as the first public exhibition of the 
dislike of a large class of the community for the English Establishment. 
After reciting that much doubt existed touching the application of the Ian 
of Parliament upon religions matters to the Oommonwealth of Virginia, 
the Act proceeds to declare that all such laws "which render criminal the 
maintaining any opinions iu matters of religion, forbearing to repair to 
church, or the exercising any mode of worship whatsoever, or which pre
eoribe punishments for the same, shall henceforth be of no force or validity 
in this Oommonwealth." After the passage of the Act, "all dissenters, 
of whatever denomination, from the said Ohurch,shall be totally free frcm 
all levies, taxes, and impositions whatever, toward supporting and main
taining the said Ohurch, as it now is or hereafter may be established, or 
its ministers." It is nevertheless provided that the vestries of the diif'erent 
parishes shall levy and assess upon the tithables, including dissenters, as 
before, all the salaries and arrearages due the ministers up to the first of 
the ensuing January. These assessments are also directed where the ves
tries, counting upon them, have made engagements; and the former pro
visions for the poor are directed to be continued, conformist and dissenting 
tithables contributing. . 

The fourth section reserves to the Ohurch her glebe lands held at the 
time, her churches and chapels built or then contracted for, and all boob, 
ornaments, and decorations used in worship; also, all arrea~ of money 
or tobacco then due, and the "perpetual benefit and enjoyment" of aU 
private donations. 

The Aet winds up with directions for taking a list of tithables, and enda 
by declaring that the old Jaw of 22 George II., for the payment and support 
of the olergy, should be "8U8pended" until the termination of the nu' 
General Assembly. 

The Assembly contented itself thereafter for several years with aftirming 
.unply this" suspension" of the old law 

2. But at the session commencing October, 1779, it distinctly erased 
the old statute, declaring that this and "all and every other Act or Aots 
providin4: salaries for thfl ministers, and authorizing the vestries to levy the 
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.. me, shall be, and the same are hereby, repealed." The former proviaio. 
are made, however, for arrearages of salary, tbe performance of eDgap. 
ments, and the support of the poor. For these purpoaea all tithabl., 
whether conformists or dissenters, are to be levied upon as before. 

8. There was no new legislation then until the year 1784. In that pM, 
in compliance with the petitions of the olergy, the Church was incorponded 
under the name of "The Minister and Vestry of the ProtestaDt Episcopal 
Church" -in each pariah. They were to hold aDd eDjoy all whioh the old 
Aot of 1776 permitted them to pae88, and could sue or be sued like other 
eorporatioD8. An exception is made in the case of the glebe in the cOCDty 
of Augusta, where, until the Church was organized, the overseers of the 
poor were to receive and apply the proceeds for the repairing of the ohuroh, 
the grouDds, &0., and the support of the poor.' 

The 8eClODd olanse directs that the vestries shall decide by vote,-the 
minister VOtiDg with the rest, and having no negative voice. 

The third olause grants to the minister and vestry power to reeeive and 
bold every speoies of property, real and personal, for the Church, and 
!f.o improve it as they think beet; but the Church canDot derive from thOll8 
_nemeDts, iD any case, more than eight hundred pounds income. They 
'may use these prcoeeda in any manner they desire for the cause of religiOD 
and education. 

The other olaD888 direot that the vestry shall consist of twelve "able 
and discreet men," to be eleoted by the members of the Church, "eTery 
third year forever;" that they shall, with the minister, present to the county 
'court, trienDially, a statement of all property held, real or personal, by the 
Ohurch, verified by oath, failing to comply with which they shall forfeit to 
~he Commonwealth one hUDdred pounds, and in oaae of further cont1lDla01 
eease to be a body corporate. If the annual revenue exoeeds eight hun
dred pounds, the subject shall be laid before the Aaaembly. 

The Act ends by repealing all former laws touohing the internal govem. 
meDt of the Ohurch, its liturgies, mode of worship, fasts, festivals, &0. All 
such are to be decided by ConventioDs, in whioh are vested all the POW8l'l 
of discipline, change, and geDeral government. 

At this same term of 1784, the vestry of South Farnham pariah, in 
Eaeex, were deolared "diBBOlved," haviDg supplied vacancies in their body 
without consulting the freeholders. These latter were directed to m_ 
and elect a vestry. 

4. The furegoing is a summary of the Acts of the General .Aaaembly 
touehing the Established Church up to the time of the paaaage of the 
"Act for establishing Religions Freedom." This was passed December 16, 
1785, and need not be reoited. 

6. In January, 1799, the ABBembly deolared that all the old legislatiOD~ 
above recited, in which the existence of a Governmental Church was di. 
rectly or indirectly reoognised, should thenceforth be repealed; that net 
lOch Establishment had legally existed since the Commonwealth; and &laat 
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the Act of "Religious Freedom" was the true expoeition of the Bill of 
Bighte and the CoDStitution. 

6. The final legislation of ~e General Asaombly was the Act "Con
earning ~e glebe-lands and ohurches within the Commonweal~," pasaed 
January 12, 1802. The preamble declares that the Aot of 1799, just 
referred to, "recognises tho principle that all property former" belonging 
to the said Church, of every deacrlption, devolved on the good people of 
this Commonwealth, on the diaaolution of the British Government here, in 
~e aame degree in which the right and interest of the said Church wu 
derived therein from them." The .Assembly d08l not wish, however, to 
"disturb the poueaaion of the present incumbente," though it hu the 
"right of authorizing a sale of all such property indiacriminately." There
fore the overseers of ~e poor shall only aellauoh glebe-landa u are vacant 
or shall become 10. Leases granted by the former officers of the Church 
ahall be reapeoted; but the overseers shallaue for and recover all moneys 
due from tenants, and shall receive all other moneys to which the Church 
is entitled. The prooeeda of the sales, &c., shall be in all cuea apprcpri
ated by the overseers for the benefit of the poor, or for any other purpose 
which a majority of ~e freeholders may elect: ProrJidMJ, that theae 
appropristious ahall not be for "any religious purpose whatsoever." 

Nothing in ~e Act, however, shall authorise a sale of the churches and 
their fixturea, furniture, or appHancea, or the ohurchyards, nor affect any 
private donation prior to January I, 1777, for Church or other purpoaea, 
where ~ere is any person in being entitled to take the aame, or affect tbe 
property of any kind "acquired by private donations or subscriptions by 
~e said Church since the date last mentioned." 

.I\oom t1ae Ma"ucnpt JOfImal 0/ t1ae HOtIM 0/ DefAgatel, 1778-14, au 
ManUlCf'ipt ArcAivu. 

Thumay, tM 12tA 0/ May, 14 George Ill., 177".-" A petition of 
IUDdry persoDII of the community of Christians called Baptiste, and other 
Protestant dissenters, whoae names are thereunto subscribed, was presented 
to the Houae and read, aetting forth that the toleration proposed by the 
bill, ordered at the last seasion of the General .Assembly to be printed and 
pubHahed, not admitting public worship except in the daytime, is moon
aistent with the laws of England, as well u the practice and usage of the 
primitive Churches, and even of ~e English Church itself; that the night 
eeason maYlOmetimes be better spared by the petitioners from the necea
eary duties of their callings, and that they wish for no indulgenCeB which 
"DAy disturb the peace of Government," &C. 

The action of the Houae not discoverable. 

On the 17tA May, 1774._uA petition of aeveral members of the .l'res
byterisn Church, in the OOUDty of Bedford, setting forth that many well
disposed persons of their commuuity had made contributions, to which 
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othen are willing to add, for supporting then clergy in a method men 
oonvenient than the ordinary one by sUbecription, but that the pious in
tentions of "uch benefacton cannot be effectually carried into execution, 
the elden of the Church not being inoorporated 80 as to be capable of 
taking and holding land and slaves for the use of the miuisten, and th .. 
fore praying that the said elden may be enabled to take and hold ... 
and slaves to such uses, under proper regu1atious." 

No action, owing to political matton. 

May 14, 1774.-" The vestry of the pariah of :Frederi~ ask leave to 
leTY on the tithables, for the minister's salary, "one hundred and fifty 
pounds of current money of Virginia, in lieu of the tobacco and cask aDd 
the legal allowance for shriukage." 

The petition is grautod,-Mr. Wood, Mr. Edward Pendleton, aDd Mr. 
Zane being directed to prepare the bill 

On May 28, 1774.-The petitions of sundry inhabitants of the 001U1&y 
and parish of Augusta, representing that "the parish is upward of ninety 
miles long and near eighty miles wide, and that there are between three 
and four thousaud tithables in it, and but one church; therefore praying it 
may be divided." 

On May 24, 1774.-"Ordered, That the memben of this House • 
attend in their placee at the hour of ten in the forenoon, on the fint day of 
June next, in order to prooeed with the Speaker and the mace to the church 
in this city, and that the Rev. Mr. Price be appoiDted to read prayon 
and the Rev. Mr. Gwatkin to preach a sermon suitable to the occasion." 

Richard Henry Lee is to request Mr. G. to comply. Mr. G. baa "a 
disorder in his breast," and Mr. Price preached. This was the day .,. 
pointed by Parliament for the clooUng of Boston Harbour . 

.Mauy petitions ask the dissolution of vestries for malfeasance of varioaI 
IIOrts,-that parishes may be altered, &0. 

The fint great Act aimed at the perpetuity of the Established Church 
was passed at the l88Iion commencing in October, 1776. I find a 'V8r1 
striking paper among the archives, which seems to have had a large shara 
in the paasage of the subsequent Act. It is labelled "Dissentan' Pet'D, 
1776,Oot. 24. Ref'd to Com. of Religion." 

The petition is as followa :-

"To TBB HONOUBABL. TO GUDAL AssBMBLY 0:1 VIRGINIA :

"The memorial of the Presbytery of Hanover humbly representa, Tha& 
your memorialists are governed by the same sentiments whioh inspire the 
United States of Ame:ioa, and are determined that bothing in our po1N 
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and influence shall be wantIng to give SUOC8l!8 to their common cause. We 
would also represent that the dissenters from the Church of England in 
this country have ever been desirous to conduot themselves 88 peaceable 
members of the civil government, for whioh r8880n they have hitherto sub
mitted to several ecclesiastio burdens and restriotions that are incousistent 
with equal liberty. But now, when the many and grievous oppressions 
of our mother-country have laid this continent under the necessity of 
casting off the yoke of tyranny and of forming independent goverumente 
upon equitable and liberal foundations, we flatter ourselves that we shall 
be freed from all the encumbrances whioh a spirit of domination, prejudice, 
or bigotry hath interwoven with mos' other political systems. This we are 
the more strongly encouraged to expect by the Declaration 0/ RigAu, 80 

universally applauded for that dignity, firmness, and precision with which 
it delineates and aaserts the privileges of society and the prerogatives of 
human nature, and which we embrace as the magtaa cAarta of our Com
monwealth, that can never be violated without endangering the grand super
structure it was destined to sustain. Therefore we rely upon this Deda,... 
lion, as well as the justice of our honourable Legislature, to secure us the 
free ez.n"Cite 0/ religion according to the dictatea 0/ our conacier&ce8 j and we 
should fall short in our duty to ourselves and the many and numerous con
gregations under our care were we upon this occasion to neglect laying 
before you a statement of the religious grievances under which we have 
hitherto laboured, that they DO longer may be continued in our present 
form of government. 

"n is well known that in the frontier-oounties-which are justly sup
posed to contain a fifth part olthe inhabitante of Virginia-the Dissenten 
have borne the heavy burdens of purohasing glebes, building churches, 
and supporting the Established olergy, where there are very few Episcopa
lians, either to assist in bearing the expense or to reap the advantage; and 
that throughout the other parts of the country there are also many thou
IaDds of zealous friends and defenders of our State who, besides the invidioU8 
and disadvantageous restriotions to which they have been subjected, annually 
pay large taxes to support an Establishment from whioh their consoien08l 
and prinoiples oblige them to dissent,-all whioh are confessedly 80 many 
1iolations of their natural rights, and in their consequences a restraint upon 
freedom of inquiry and private judgment. 

"In this enlightened age, and in a land where all of every denominati.OD 
are united in the most strenuous efforts to be free, we hope and expect that 
0Qr representatives will cheerfully concur in removing every species of .. 
l~oU8 as well as oivil bondage. Certain it is, that every argument for 
civil liberty gains additioual strength when applied to liberty in the con
oems of religion; and there is no argument in favour of establishing 
the Christian religion but what may be pleaded with equal propriety for 
eetablishing the tenets of Mahomed by those who believe the Alkoran; 
or if this be not true, it is at leaat impossibl. for the magistrate to adjudp 
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the right of preferenoe among the various aeota that profeaa the Chrimaa 
faith, without erecting a ohair of infallibility, wbioh would lead ua hMk 
to the Church of Rome. 

"We beg leave further to represent that religious establishments an 
highly injurious to the temporal interests of any community. Withoai 
iusiating upon the ambition and the arbitrary practices of thoae who an 
favoured by Government, .or the intriguing, seditious spirit whioh is com
monly exoited by this 88 well 88 every other. kind of oppression, such ... 
blishments greatly retard population, and, consequently, the progreM of 
arts, aoienoes, and manufactures. Witness the rapid growth· and improve
ment of the Northern Provinces compared with this. No one can deny 
that the more early settlement and the many superior advantages of our 
country would have invited multitudes of artificers, mechanica, and all other 
useful members of society to fix their habitation among us, who have either 
remained in the plaoe of their nativity, or preferred worse civil ftovemmeni 
and a more barren BOil where they might enjoy the rights of conscience 
more fully than they had a prospect of doing it in this. From which we 
infer that Virginia might have now been the capital of America and a 
match for the British arms, without depending upon either for the neces
aries of war, had it not been prevented by her religious Establishment. 

"Neither can it be made appear that the Gospel needs any such civil 
aid. We rather conceive that when our blessed Saviour declares his ki"9-
dom ia not 0/ tAia tDOrld he renounces all dependence upon State power; 
and, 88 his weapOtU tllerll apiritflal, and were only designed to have influence 
upon the jndgment and heart of men, we are persuaded that if mankind 
were left in the quiet possession of their unalienable religious privileges, 
Christianity, 88 in the days of the apostles, would continue to prevail and 
flourish in the greatest pnrity, by its own native excellence and under the 
all-disposing providence of God. 

"We would also humbly represent that the only proper objects of civil 
government are the happiness and protection of men in their present state 
of existence, the security of the life, liberty, and property of the eitizens, 
and to restrain the vioious and enoourage the virtuous, by wholesome law 
equally extending to every individual; but that the duty which tDIl Olllll 

0tW Oreator, and the maAf&Il7" 0/ diacAarging it, caA only be directed bJ 
t"IlCZlOA and COAfJiction, and is nowhere cognisable but at the tribunal of the 
Universal Judge. 

"Therefore we ask no ecclesiastical establishment for ourselves, neither 
OII.D we approve of them when granted to others: this, indeed, would be 
giving e:rclUlitJll or reparat6 IlmolvmllllU or privikgu to 01IIl ret (". II8Ot) 

0/ mIlA, without any special public aervica, to the common repr::.ach or 
injury of every other denomination. And, for the reasons recited, we are 
induced earnestly to entreat that all laws now in force in this Commonwealth 
"hioh countenanoe religious domination may be speedily repealed,-thU 
all of every religious seot may be protected in the full exercise of the 
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!leveral modes of worship, and exempted from all tues for the support of 
any Church whatsoever, further than what may be agreeable to their own 
private ohoice or voluntary obligation. This being done, all partial and 
invidious distinotions will be abolished, to the great honour and interest 
of the State, and every one be left to stand or fall according to merit, 
whioh can never be the case so long as anyone denomination is established 
in preferenoe to others. 

" That the Great Sovereigq of the universe may inspire you with unani
mity, wisdom, and resolution, and bring you to a just determination on all the 
important concerns before you, is the fervent prayer of your memorial_ 

"Signed by order of the Presbytery. . 
"JOHN TODD, NodtJrator. 
"CALD W ALLAOB, P. Okrle." 

On June 8, 1177, the Presbytery of Hanover petitioned the Assembly 
again. Thsnking it for the late Act, (of 1776,) they proceed to remonstrate 
against /e a general assessment" whioh was left to be decided by the next 
Assembly. If the Legislature have any power over religion and its mi
nisters, it has all power, and might oppress and enslave. The memorialists 
declare that these consequences are "so entirely subversive of religious 
liberty, that, if they should take plaoe in Virginia, we should be reduced 
to the melanoholy necessity of saying, with the apostles in like oases, 
'Judge ye whether it be beet to obey God or man,' and also of acting u 
they acted." 

NOfJ. 28, 1777.-The petition of the inhabitants of Christ Church 
parish, in the county of Lancaster, says that in 1759, by an Act of As
sembly, a new vestry was elected in the parish, but death has now reduced 
them to four. These four have" eleoted into that office a person whom 
we think not friendly to the glorious cause we are now engaged in; and, 
as we are now declared a free and independent people, we think we have 
a right to the choice of a new set of rulers." They therefore pray a disso
Jution of the tory vestry and power to elect a new one. This petition is 
signed by one hundred and twenty-eight persons, apparently the prineipal 
men of the county. A counter-petition is filed, signed by 8611eft persons, 
deelaring that the vestryman in question-Mr. William Montague-is not 
a tory, though he had been so considered, and praying a refusal of the 
petition to dissolve the body. But the vestry was dissolved." 

On the 26th November, 1778, various inhabitants of King William 
oounty (Protestant Episcopal) petition and say that the Act suapending 
the salaries of olergymen W88 regarded as temporary: they hope some 
provision will be made. They do not wish conscientious Dissentel'll to 
contribute to the support of the Church; "that men of suoh principles and 
persuasions should be exonerated from the snpport of a clergy so different 
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in point at worship from them, must be con(88I!8d by all to be just and 
reuonable." The clergy are, however, men of real merit and fine educa
tion, and deserve some usiatanoe from the Legislature. The Diueuten 
are declared to be, often, men of U disorderly and dissipated lives," who 
l8duce the poor from their labour and negroes from their duties. 

This memorial was " deferred" to the nut Assembly. 

Petitions from Amherst, Cnlpepper, Caroline, &C. for a general BII88II

ment. This laat--Caroline-memorial, (Episcopal,) of date December 5, 
1777, Btatea that the memorialists "have seen an Act of the last session 
of Assembly, by' which dissenters from the Church of England are ex
empted from all levies for the support of the said Church or its ministers, 
and highly approve thereof, as founded on principles of justice and pro
priety, and favourable to religious liberty: at the same time they beg 
leave to suggest that as, in their opinion, public worship is a dnty we owe 
the Creator aud Preserver of mankind, and productive of effects the m08& 
beneficial to society, it ought to be enjoined and regulated by the Legis
lature, so as to preserve public peace, order, and decency, without pre
IOribing a mode or form of worship to any." It then declares that the 
Toluntary-OGntrihution system will cause difficulties between the clergy 
and people and discourage men of genius and injure religion. A general 
88le88JDent is then prayed. 

December 2, 1778, referred to next eesaion. 

November 6, 1778.-Sundry (Epi800pal) inhabitants of the county of 
Cumberland declare that the Dissenters are seducing the ignorant and 
lOwing "discontent between husbands and their wives." They have 
U seen meetings in the night of our slaves, without our consent, which 
conld produce nothing but deeds of darkness," and the Dissenters had 
produced "disobedience and insolence to masters." They "wish to see a 
well·regulated toleration established," that men "may be permitted to 
lerve God in their own way, without molestation .... But we wish also 
that these nightly meetings may be prohibited under severe penalties." 
Lastly, they pray that" some regulation may be adopted to make the clergy 
of the Established Church accountable for their conduct, and be removed 
for their misbehaviour." 

This was rejected December 2, 1778. 

October 29, 1778._u Some of the people called Seceding Presbyterians" 
pray that they may thereafter make oath U by holding up the right hand" 
only j which petition was granted. 

November 10, 1779.-" Divers of the freeholders and other free inhabit
ants of Amherst county" -who afterwards describe themselves &8 U com· 
posed of Church of England men, PJ'(!8byterians, Baptista, and Met.bod· 
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iata"-" unanimously and with one voice declare their hearty aasent, con
ODrrence, and approbation of the Act of January, 1779, declaring all 
Church-laws null, and the Act of Religious Freedom the true exposition 
of the Bill of Rights." Signed by a great number. Many for and against. 

Jial 12, 1780.-Sundry inhabitants of Amelia pray that marriage
Ibenses shall not continue to be directed, in the old form, to Episcopal 
minister!!; that certain persons therefrom doubted the validity of marriages 
by other than the Episcopal clergy: they pray that the ceremony "without 
the use of the ring and the Benice" may be declared lawful. Successful. 
It led to the bill legitimizing children of all such marriages by Dissenting 
ministers. The Baptist Association at Sandy Creek, Charlotte, petition 
for the same. Also other Baptist lIBBOCiatious. 

November, 1780.-Petition and counter-petition of the inhabitants of 
Cumberland. The Presbyterians pray the Assembly to declare all non
juring clergymen incapable of preaching. The EpiscopalialllJ indignantly 
deolare the Presllyterians "disorderly and turbulent, desirous of giving 
laws to all sooteties;" and fond of noise and violence. The real object of 
their (the Presbyterians') petition, the memorialists say, is to ruin the Rev. 
Christopher MacRae, who, although prevented by conscientious scruples 
from taking the oath, is a most benevolent man, a pattern of piety, and 
one who wishes liberty and happiness to all mankind. The ruin of the 
Church in Cumberland is declared to be the ultimate object of the 
Presbyterians. 

November 22, 1781.-Sundry inhabitants of Prince Edward county 
pray that all the old vestries may be dissolved by Act of Assembly and 
new ones elected by the body of the community at large, Dissenters to be 
equally competent with conformists to the post of vestrymen, and the sole 
proviso to be "attachment to the present form of government." Referred 
to next AlI8mbly, and, June 9, 1782, rejected. 

November 12, 1784.-The Hanover Presbytery pray that there may be 

no incorporations, and, if a general 888888ment is decided upon, that it may 
be as liberal as possible. 

JU'M 4, 1784.-The Protestant Episcopal olergy file their memorial. 

From this time-that is to say, the date of the Act of /I Religio. 
Freedom" -the enemies of the Establishment redoubled their eft'orts to 
overthrow the last vestiges of its former power and usefulness. The peti
DOUS are throughout of this description, and need not be particularly 
referred to. The concessions of the Assembly had evidently given them 
hope and resolution, and they seem to have employed every possible mean. 
in their power to oast discredit on the Episcopacy. 
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• n.n.g tile ... periocl, die pe&itioaa m. puiahea pra,mg a dj ..... 
_ of old, ippi-". ftIUiea aDd a .... of uoeeapied glebea indi ... 
tIaa& tile EPab'Wh-.... u..o. a& ita ... PIP- TheI8 are great D ... 

..... of theM peD&ioN- 'l'Iae &npiDg ill tile CIOIlclaaioa which will .. ani_ a& fi.. ~... ., ill .. ~ ~ pahIiah &heaL. 

No. vm. 
DL IlAwU8 OPnuOB O. ftD GLKD CAD, TAKD no. BD Wc.& 

O. ftD CII1JBCII 01' VIIUIDIA.. 

[I had inteDded to eumiDe for myaeJf &he qaeetioD of &he coDStita.tioJa.. 
.Ji&y of &he law for ael1iDg &he glebee 80 far IS to form and exprea. aD 

opiDioD OD &he IIIlbjec&, &bough i, would baye been of TerJ liuJe worth j 
bat wan' of time, and &he readiDg of &his and &be nw number of the _po 
peam, contaiDiDg Dr. BawD's eandid _temeo' of &be case and Judge 
Story's able opiDioo, baTe led me to a CODIII8 which will, I am SUJ'e, be 
greatly preferred by all my readers. I do Do& hesitate to .y &bat I have 
always iDelined to &he belief &bat &he Ae& was unCODStitutional. 1 have 
long laboaled, bat in ftiD, to obtain &he opiDion of Judge Peodleton, which 
.... to baTe heeD deliTered &he day after his IIIlddeo death, and which would 
bave decided &he questiOD in favour of &he Church. I hope it may yet be 
fomad. At &he IllUDe time, I maa& declare tbat I bave always rejoiced in 
&hat Ae& of &he Aaaembly,1O far as &he Church .... coneemed. Such baa 
alao been 'he feeling of Um08& all our clergy and laity with whom I have 
ever couvened. Could we bave had the glebee restored to us by a decision 
3f the courts, or eTen by 'he Act of Aaaembly, we should bave oppoeed &he 
eft"ort; it beiDg iDjurious to &he cause of religion in our own Church and 
in &he State. The history of &he glebee and glebe-hoasea iD Virginia hu, 
from fira& to last, been a m08& mortifying one. With comparatively few 
exceptions, as may be seen on 'he old vestry-boob, &bey were not wor&hy 
of the residence of our ministers, and, for &he m08& part, were rented ou& 
for very small 811mB of money-even for forty, thirty, and wenty ahil
JiDp-or nrrendered to vestries on condition &ha& 'he cub or hogaheldl 
tbr &he tobaCco were furnished. When &he salaries were withdrawn, omy 
• few of t.he glebee held out. any iDducement. to t.he incumbents to remain, 
IS &he voluntary contribations were very small and often nothiDg at. alL 
'gar &hese few &he EpiaeopaliaDB earneatly contended, and for their BIle 
lOIIle o&her denominations IS earneatly lOught.. I doubt not &ha& there ".. 
&hoee who advocated their sale from a aiDcere convictiou &hat. it. W1I8 re
ligiously and politically right., while it. caDnot. be doubted t.bat., in many 
iD.naDca, sectarian feeling and political ambition had muoh to do witll it.. J 
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A. to the arguments by which a sale of the glebee was urged upon the 
JAgWature, the prinoipal were as folloWII :-

1. That most of the glebe-Iuds were originally purchased with money 
levied upon the people at large, and that, consequently, whenever a majority 
of the people desired a sale of the landS, they should be 80ld and the money 
applied to such other dse as might seem beet to them. 

2. That if the Church was ~rmitted to retain the property, a certain 
pre-eminence and superiority WII8 thereby conferred, whioh waa odioQ&.ia 
" republio and inoonmtent with its institutions. 

S. That the fourth artiole of the Declaration of Rights of Virginia ... 
• ned, "' That no man or set of men are entitled to exolnsive or separate 
emoluments or privileges but in consideration of publio services;" but the 
enjoyment of the glebee did confer upon the Church" exolnsive emolu. 
ments from the community," and WII8 consequen&ly unconstitutional. 

To the first of these arguments it was answered that 80me of the glebes 
were a private donation i that those whioh were purchased were bought. 
DWly yean before,-aome of them more than a 08ntury,-and that the 
"people" with whose money the purchase was made were not Dill8entera, 
(for there were few or none in the Colony at that day,) but were members 
of the Establishment, and perfectly oontent that their money should be 
thns applied i that, having been thns applied, the "people" had voluntarily 
divested themselves of it, and their deaoendants could not now take it haok, 
any more than they could other moneys of whioh their ucestors had seen 
fit willingly to deprive themselves: it WII8 also answered that, upon this 
principle of a restoration to the "people" of money whioh the" people" 
once gave, there should obvionaly be returned no more than suoh a part .. 
would be proportionate to the original number of Dissenters among the 
people who purchased i for, if t.hose who now asked for a sale of the glebes 
had, from oonaoientioUB motives, diBBented from the faith of their fathers, 
they should thence learn that their fathers also had con80ien088, and with 
DO justice or propriety could they seek to undo what their anoeators 
had done with a good oon8Oience. But, .. to Dissenters among the ori
ginal purchasers, there were either none at all, or, at best, the number 
'Wall very limited i and it was certain that there were no Baptists among 
them. 
It".. alIo .... ned to be ..., questionable whether, consideriDg the great 

emigrations to the Western countly and to other Ststes, there was one-third 
of the inhabitants remaining whose anoestors had contributed to purchase 
a glebe i that, if they were sold for the benefit of that third, it would be 
impoBlible to aaoertain to whom the prooeeda should be paid. If it should 
be urged that "the oountry" first purchased them, and that uow thel 
Ihoald be ginD bact to "the country," then it was to be remembered that 
ibM oountry by a aolemB Act had declared that "ia all time coming" they 
Ihould u'" be takeu from the Church i and that if it would be unrighteou iD 
aD iDdividnal to take back bl mere force that whioh he had onoe bea&owed 
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upon another, i' required no small skill in casuistry to prove that aimiJu 
conduct 1t'U righteous in a State. 

A. to the second argument, it 1t'U said in reply that the question 01. 
permitting the Church to retain the property was one of righl, founded OD 

law, which republics were empbatically bound to respect. That by the 
very law whioh released Dissenters from aU taxes to support the Episcopal 
Churcb, tbe Assembly of Virginia had pledged its legislative faith-th. 
moet solemn pledge and firmest sanction which a free State could give-that 
the property in dispute should" in all time coming" be saved and re8e"ed 
to the use of the Episcopal Church. That to order a sale of property 
thus solemnly re&e"ed would tend to sap the foundation of tbose righw by 
wbich property in general is held, introduce into the Acts of the Logiala
ture instability and uncertainty, exhibit a fluctuation in law unprecedented 
in Virginia, and overturn that confidence and security which the citiseDi 
of. republic should always feel in the stability of purpose avowed by their 
_ected representatives. It also said that, if pre-eminence and snperioriiy 
in the Church were evils justly dreaded, a declared preference for any 
other religious denomination was no less to be deprecated; and that, if the 
glebes were sold to gratify any sect or party, a distinction wonId be so far 
manifested in its favour, and would tend to furnish it, in this patronage of 
the State, with the means of establishing its own creed upon the miDi 
of every other. 

To the argument of unconstitutionality as deduced from tbe DeolaratioD 
of Rights ~he answer was that "the community" under the Government 
established after the Revolution certainly had granted to the Church no 
exclusive emoluments," for it had granted Dothing: ' it had oDly confirmed 
to the Church that which she bad and owned and enjoyed for more than 
a ceDtury before. But, in troth, tbe fourth article of the Declaration of 
Rigbts had no bearing npon the question, &8 was evideDt when the whole 
of it was viewed together. The article declared" that no man or set of 
men are eDtitled to exclusive or separate emoluments or privilegee from 
the community, but iD consideration of public semces; wbich, Dot beiDg 
descendible, Deither ought the offices of magistrate, legislator, or judge, to 
be hereditary,"-thus showing simply aD intentioD to prevent MreditMJ 
honours, offices, or emolumeDts iD the civil governmeDt. 

These are the principal arguments and aDswers which from time to time 
were presented to the Legislature upon the question of a sale of the glebet 
generally: there are to be found also amonl the memorials aDd remoJlo 
straDces some which concern tbe sale of a glebe in some particular pariah 
only; aDd tbese afford additional considerations for aDd agaiDst the meunre. 
founded upon, the peculiar oircumstances of eaoh case, and poesessing Of 

general iDter .. " 
Bishop :&ladison, in the exeroise of the discretion coDfided to him by 

the CODveDtion of 1796, submitted to the Legislature of that year the 
memorial toucbing 'he sale of the property of the Church. It WII not 
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M&ed upon by the Allembly i but the subject, according to BOme former 
precedents in matters conceming the Church already recorded, wu sub
mitted to t.he consideration of the people. Episcopalians began now to 
think that their only mode of saving the glebea was, if possible, with the 
COnCl1ll'r8nC8 of the Legislature, to draw the determination of the questioo 
from before that tribunal and submit its decision to the courts of law. 
With the conCl1ll'r8noe of the standing committee, the Bishop therefore 
neolved to obtain professional advice, and an opinion wu BOught at the 
hands of BOme of the ablest jurists of VirginiL Bushrod Wuhington, 
Edmund Randolph, and John Wiokham were consulted, and, 18 the result 
of their deliberations, stated:-

1. That the Protestant Episcopal Church WI8 the exclusive owner of 
the glebea. 

2. That BO far was the title of the Church from being impaired by the 
"Bill of Rights, that on no BOund constmotion did they olash; but that the 
title of the Church stood upon precisely the same grounds with the rightll 
of private property, which bad been recognised and secured by the prin
ciples of the ReYOlution and by the Oonstitution. 

S. That any question conceming the right of property in the glebea 
could constitutionally be decided by the judiciary alone. 

Having obtained this opinion; the Bishop called together the ConTOn
tion in December, 1797, and, in his addreaa, directing tbeir attention to 
the Church property, laid before them the opinion just recited. 

The Convention appointed a committee to attend the diaoWlllion of their 
memorial before the Legislature, and instmoted them to propose to that 
body that the controversy should be submitted to the deoision of a proper 
tribunal of justice. 

The tuk becomes tmly painful of following through the ecolesiastical 
recorda of thia period the gradual but sure descent of the Church mm 
level to level, each a little lower than the former, and of witn888in(l; effort 
after effort made in vain by her few remaining friends to stay her down
ward course. The pioture presented by the Bishop, in one of his addl'88&ell 
about thia time, offers to our contemplation a n1rering olergy, temples in 
every stage of dilapidation and decay, and an increasing indifference to the 
interests of the Church, which told too plainly that the protraoted atmggle 
wu fast driving Churchmen into the hopeleaane88 of despair. 

The last Conventional effort of whioh we have any record wu made In 
1799. By a neolution of that year, the Bishop was directed to employ 
counsel to defend the rights of the Church before the judioiary whenever 
it should be deemed most proper to bring the question before it; and it 
is to be presumed that the Church now sat down in patience to await the 
blow whioh probably wu seen by all to be inevitable. The crisis came at. 
last; and on the 12th of January, 1802, the Legislature pused the law 
by virtue of which the glebea of Virginia were ordered to be BOld for the 
benefit of the publio. The warfare begun by the Baptilta seven-and-twoW 
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yean Wore ... DOW &Dished: &he Church ... in nUus, ucl the triIaIP 
of her eaemies ft8 complele. 

H there shoald be ttu.e who ani diapmed to new tIais law 88 aD iDtpl 
8IlC1'OIehment upon the Tested rights or the Church, it is proper to nmiaII 
them of the I'eUOna which sadded thoee who eaaeled it that they wen 
doing right. They aaJlPCNied that from the beginning &he ~ of tile 
glebes W88 in the p«'pk, DOt in the clergy; aDd th8&, as the namber of 
Epi.scopaliua in the parishes which remained .... no& a majority of 
the people, therefore DO injaRioe ... doue by the .A.~ in qaeetioe 
Many who yoted for the law felt compelled to do 10 by the force of papa
Jar opinion. 

Ii ... not long after the paMage of the .A.~ of 1802 before the Churela 
found it neceaary to bring the cooatitutiooality of that law before the 
proper tnDunal for cooaideration. This ... done in &he ,ear 1804, in die 
celebrated cue of Turpin et al. ft. Locket et al., oommooly bcnro _ &he 
Manchester cue. The defendants, 88 overaeera of the poor, had undenakea 
to .ll the glebe-laoda ot the parish of MaDchester, under the Act of 1802, 
aDd the plainti&-who were the ch1llChwardena aDd Teatrymeo-filed • 
bill in Chancery to prevent the sale by aD injunebon. 

The eauee fiDally, by aD appeal from the decree of Chancellor Wythe, 
eame before the Court of Appeala,-the highest tribunal in Virgiuia,
which at that time was oompoeed of Judge Pendleton, the Presideu~ with 
Judges Carrington, Lyona, Roane, aDd Fleming. The Jut.named geutJ. 
.. n, however, did not ait in the cause, because he considered himaelf' in
terested in the decision. 

Aa the principles iDTolved in the ease were of great imponance aDd &be 
property of the glebes W88 of muoh Talue, it may readily be suppoeed that 
the cause excited a deep interest; and, after an elaborate argument, the 
court declined then giring an opinion and held it under advisement. In 
the ncation whioh succeeded, Judge Pendleton prepared his opinion Us 
writing. It was, that the Aot of 1802 ft8 unconatitutional, aDd thU the 
glebee belonged to the Protestant EpilOOpal Ch1llCh. But, on the night 
before the opinion was to have been pronounced, Judge Pendleton died; 
aDd, 88 Judges Carrington and Lyona were both known to be of. aimilar 
opinion, the judgment ot the court, but for the death of ita President, 
would have been rendered on the next day for the Ch1llCh. 

After the death of Judge Pendleton, Judge Tucker was appointed to 
ancceed him, and the cause was again argued. The grounds taken were 
bridy these :-On the part of the defendants it was argued :-1. That if 
the Church had power to hold the glebee before the American ReTolutioD, 
that event destroyed Buoh power; and, upon a diaaolution of the fbnoer 
political system, the glebee deTolTed upon the Commonwealth. 

To this it was answered that, by various legislative acts adopted after &be 
ohange in govemment, the very framers ofthe Constitution who adopted u.. 
acts conclusively showed that they did not suppose the Revolution had .. 
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stroyed the Church: thus, on the very day after the declaration of indepen
dence, the Convention of Virginia altered the Book of Common Prayer, to 
IIOClOmmodate it to the ohange of afFairs; and it should here be added that 
Judges Carrington and Lyons-both of whom were membe1'8 of the Con
vention of Virginia-declared in their opinion that the destruction of the 
Church was not suppOlled at the time to have resulted from the ohange 
of government. It was also annrered that revolutions are intended to 
preserve rights, not to take them away; and that alterations in the form 
of a government do not affect the rights of private property. 

2. It W88 urged that a distinction obtains between a natural person and 
an artificial body, suoh 88 a oorporationj that even admitting the rights 
of the first to be unmolested by a revolution, yet the rights of the laUer 
are thereby lost. 

In reply it was said that, as all property was matter of civil institution, 
and the right to it was not natural, but in all cases created by law, the ground 
on which private property was held sacred applied .. forcibly to a lIOOiety 
.. it did to an individual. 

S. It was argued that the Church, as a society, lost its corporate ex
istence by the Revolution: first, because the King-one of its integral 
parts-was gone; secondly, becanse incorporated religious societies wcre 
contrary to the sixteenth article of the Bill of Rights; and, thirdly, beoanse 
dle profita of the glebes were emolamenta, which were forbidden by the 
fourth article. 

It was answered that neither of these positions was true. 
1. The King never W88 an integral part of the Established Church, even 

in England; but, if he were, then a society is not destroyed by the removal 
of one of its parts, provided enough be left to carry on its operations. 

2. The sixteenth article of the Bill of Rights relates simply to the rights 
of oonsoienC8 and the mutual charities due from man to man.· 

3. The fourth article does not relate to propertJl at all, but to emolu
ments and privileges subsequently to be oreated in favour of the great 
officers of government, and refers to magistrates, legislators, and judges 
oo1y. 

Upon the second argument, Judges Carrington and Lyons still retained 
their former opinion; Judge Tucker concurred in opinion with Judge 
Roane that the Act of 1802 was constitutional, and that the glebes might 
be sold; while Judge Fleming, who was known to agree with Judges 
Carrington and Lyons, still declined, for the reason before given, to sit in 
the oaae. Thus the court was equally divided, and, of course, the decree 

• The article is in these worda :_u That religion, or the duty which we owe to 
oar Creator ud the _er of diechargiog it, cu be directed only by re&IIOIl aDd 
_nction, not ~y force or noleuce, ud therefore all mea. are equally entitled to the 
tree uel"'..i1l8 of religion according to the dictatell of conscience; ud that it is the 
mutual dut)' of all to practise Christian forbearance, love, and ohant)' toward ... 
• ther." 
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t.elow, from whioh an appeal had been taken, 1n8 a.t1irmed; though it 11M 
Dmtr yet been determined by a majority of the Coun of Appeal in Til'
CtDia that the law of 1802 is OODItitntioaal. 

No. IX. 

OPmrON .UfD J1JDGUNT 01' TO SUPUK. CoOT WBITUN AND D~ 
LIVDBD BY JUDG. STOILY IN TID OA8. 01' TID FAlUAX GLD. 

QuB8T10N AND IN OONTBADIOTION TO TID DEOI8ION 01' TJD VIBGIlUA 

(JOUILT8. 

[IT is not known whether the deolSion was UDanimons, or by what ~ 
jority it passed. Chief-J nstice Marahall 'WlI8 in favour of it, but requested 
Judge Story to draw up the opinion.] 

Other considerations arising in this case, material to the title, on wbiola 
relief mnst be founded, render an inquiry into the oharacter and powera 
of the Episcopal Church indispensable. 

At a very early period the religions establishment of England seems to 
have been adopted in the Colony of Virginia; and, of coone, the common 
lAw upon that subject, so far as it W88 applicable to the ciroumstanoea of 
that Colony. The local division into parish8l! for ecclesiastical purpoaee 
can be very early traced; and the subsequent laws enacted for religiou 
purposes evidently presuppose the existence of the Episcopal Church with 
ita general rights and authorities growing out of the common law. What 
thoee rights and authorities are need not be minutely stated. It is 
su8i.cient that, among other things, the Church was capable of receiving 
endowments of land, and that the minister of the pariah was, during his 
inonmbency, seised of the freehold of its inheritable property, as emphati
cally perwnia eccluVe, and capable, 88 a sole corporation, of transmitting 
that inheritance to his BBooessora. The ohurchwardens, aJeo, were a cor
porate body olothed with authority and guardianship over the repaira of 
the Church and its temporal property; and the other temporal concerns of 
the parish were submitted to a vestry, composed of persons selected for 
that purpose. In order more eft'eotually to oherish and support religiou 
institutions, and to define the authorities and rights of the Episcopal 05-
cera, the Legislature from time to time enacted laws on this subject. By 
the statutes of 1661, oh. 1, 2, 8, 10, and 1667, oh. 8, provision 1n8 made 
for the erection and repaira of churches and chapels of ease j for the laying 
out of glebes and ohurch-Iands, and the building of a dwelling-hoaae for 
the minister j for the making of 8888II8DIents and trades for these and other 
parochial purposes j for the appointment of ohurchwardens to keep the 
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church in repair, and to provide boob, omamenw, &C. j and, lastly, for 
the election of a vestry of twelve pelBOns by the parishioners, whose doty 
it was, by these and subseqUeDt statutes, among other things, to make aDd 
proportion levies aDd asseumenw, and to purchase glebes and erect dwelling
houses for the ministers ill each respeotive parish. Seestatute 1696 oh.n; 
1727, oh. 6; and 1748,oh. 28.-2 Pucker'. Bladeat. Oom. App. ftote M. 

By the operation of these statutes and the common law, the lands thu 
purchased became vested, either directly or benefioially, in the Episcopal 
Church. The minister for the time-being was Seised of the freehold, in 
law or in equity, Jure ecclaVJ, and during a vacanoy the fee remained in 
abeyance, and the profits of the paIBOnage were to be taken by the parish 
for their own use.-Oo. Lit. 840, b j 841, 842, b. 2 Mall. R. 500. 

Suoh were BOme of the rights and powers of the Episcopal Church at the 
time of the American Revolution; and under the authority thereof the pur
chase of the lands stated in the bill before the oourt was undoubtedly made. 
And the property BO acquired by the Church remained unimpaired, notwith
lltanding the Revolution j for the statute of 1776, oh. 2, completely confirmed 
aDd established the rights of the Church to all its lands and other property. 

The statute of 1784, ah. 88, proceeded yet further. It expressly made 
the minister and vestry, and, in oaae of a vacanoy, the vestry of each 
parish respectively, and their SUooesBOrs forever, a corporation by the 
Dame of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the parish where they re
spectively resided, to have, hold, use, and enjoy, aU the glebes,ohurches, 
and ohapels, burying-grounds, books, plate, and ornaments, appropriated to 
the use of, and every other thing the property of, tbe late Episcopal Church, 
to the BOle use and benefit of the corporation. The same statute also pro
vided for the ohoice of new vestries, and repealed all former laws relating 
to vestries and ohurchwardens and to the support of the olergy, &c., and 
dissolved all former vestries; and gave the corporation extensive powers as 
to the purchasing, holding, aliening, repairing, and regulating the Church 
property. This statute wss repealed by the statute of 1786, oh. 12, with 
a proviso .ving to all religious societies the property to them respectively 
belonging, and authorizing them to appoint, from time to time, according 
to the rules of their seot, trnstees, who should be capable of managing 
aDd applying suoh property to tbe religious use of suoh societies j and the 
statute of 1788, ah. 47, declared that the trustees appointed in th~ several 
parishes to take care of and manage the property of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, and their SUooell8Ors, should, to all intents and purposes, be co .... 
lidered as the successors to their former vestries, with the same powers of 
bolding and managing all the property formerly vested in them. All these 
statutes, from that of 1776, ob. 2, to that of 1788, ah. 47, and several 
others, were repealed by the statute of 1798, oh. 9, as inconsistent with 
the principles of the Constitution and of religious freedom. And by the 
statute of 1801, ob. 6, <whioh was passed after the Distriot of Columbia 
was fiDally separated from the States of Maryland and Virginia,) the La-
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gialature aaserted their right to all the property of the Episcopal ohurch. 
in the respective parishes of the State; and, among other things, direc&ed 
and authorized the ovel'll88rs of the poor, and their successors, ill each 
parish wherein any glebe-land was vacant or IIhould become !!O, to sell the 
same, and appropriate the proceeds to t.he use of the poor of the pariah_ 

It is under this last statute that the bill charges the defendants (who 
are overseers of the poor of the parish of Fairfax) with olaiming a title to 
dispose of the land in controversy. 

This summary view of 80 muoh of the Virginia statutes as bears directly 
on the subject in contro1'8rsy preeenta not only a moat extraordinary di
"ersity of opinion in the Legislature, as to the nature and propriety of aid 
in the temporal concerns of religion, but the more embarraBBing coDBidera
Slon of the constitutional oharacter and efficacy of those laws touohing tho 
rights and property of the Episcopal Church. 

It is conoeded on all sides, that at the Revolution the Episoopal Church 
no longer retained its oharacter as an exolusive religious establishment. 
And there can be no doubt that it was competent to the people and to the 
Legislature to deprive it of ita superiority over other religious secta, and to 
withhold from it any support by publio taxation. But, although it may 
be true that "religion can be directed only by reason and conviction, not 
by force or violence," and that "all men are equally entitled to the free 
exercise of religion acoording to the dictates of conscience," as the Bill of 
Righta of Virginia declares, yet it is difficult to perceive how it follows, .. 
a consequenoe, that the Legislature may not enact laws more effectually to 
enable all secta to accomplish the great objects of religion by giving them 
corporate righta for the management of their property, and the regulation 
of their temporal as well as spiritual concerns. Consistently with the Coo: 
stitution of Virginia, the Legislature could not create or continue a religioUII 
establishment which should have exclusive rights and prerogatives; or 
compel the citizens to worship under a stipulated form or discipline, or to 
pay.taxes to those whose creed they could not conscientiously believe. 
But the free exercise of religion cannot be justly deemed to be restrained 
by aiding with equal attention the votaries of every sect to perform their 
own religious dnties, or by establishing funds for the support of ministers, 
for public charities, for the endow went of churches, or for the sepulture of 
the dead. And that these purposes could be better secured and oherished 
by corporate powers cannot be doubted by any person who has attended to 
the difficulties which surround all voluntary associations. While, therefore, 
the Legislature might exempt the citizens from a oompulsory attendanoe 
and payment of taxes in support of any particular sect, it is not perceind 
that either publio or constitutional principles required the abolition of all 
religious corporatious. . 

Be, however, the general authority of the Legislature as to the subj_ 
of religion as it may, it will require other argumenta to establish the poei
aOD that, at the Revolution, all the public property acquired by the Epilo 

Digitized by Google 



APPBNDIX. 

eopa1 churches under the I!IaD.ction of the laws became the property of the 
State. Had the property thus acquired been originally granted by the 
State, or the King, there might have been some colour (and it would have 
been but a colour) for suoh an extraordinary pretension. But the property 
WBII, in faot and in law, generally purchased by the parishioners or ao 
quired by the benefactious of pious donora. The title thereto WBII inde
feasibly vested in the ch1ll'Ches, or rather in their legal agents. It was not 
in the power of the Crown to !leize or usume it, nor of the Parliament 
itaelf to destroy the grants, unless by the exercise of a power the most arbi
vary, oppressive, and unjust, and endured only because it could not be 
reaiated. It WBII not forfeited; for the ch1ll'Ches had committed no offence 
The dissolution 'of the regal government no more destroyed the right to 
poesess or enjoy this property, than it did the right of any other corpora
tion or individual to his or its own property. The dissolution of the form 
of government did not involve in it a dissolution of oivil rights, or an 
abolition of the common law, under which the inheritanoes of every man 
in the State were held. The State itself succeeded only to t.he rights of the 
Crown, and, we may add, with many a Sower of prerogative struok from 
Its hands. It has been asserted, as a prinoiple of the common law, that. 
the division of an empire creates no forfeiture of previonsly-vested rights 
of property. Kelly tI. Harrison, 2 JoAn. 0.29. Jackson v. Lunn,8 JoAn. 
O. 109. Calvin's Case, 8 00.27. And this prinoiple is equally consonant. 
with the common sense of mankind and the maxims of eternal justice. 

Nor are we able to perceive any sound reason why the Ch1ll'Ch lands 
esoheated or devolved upon the State by the Revolution any more than 
the property of any other corporation created by the royal bounty or est&
'blished by the Legislature. The Revolution might justly take away the 
public patronage, the exclusive cure of souls, and the compulsive taxation 
for the support of the Church. Beyond these we are not prepared to admit. 
the justice or t.he authorit.y of legislation. 

It is not, however, necessary to rest this cause upon the general doc
trines already asserted; for, admitting that by the Revolution the Church 
lands devolved on the State, the statute of 1776, ch. 2, operated as a new 
grant and confirmation thereof to the use of the Ch1ll'Ch. 

If the Legislature possessed the authority to make suoh a grant and 
confirmation, it is very olear to our minds that it vested an indefeasible and 
irrevocable title. We have no knowledge of any authority, or principle, 
which could support the doctrine that a legislative grant is revocable in 
its own nature, and held only durame bene placito. Suoh a doctrine would 
uproot the very foundatious of almost all the land-titles in Virginia, and 
is utterly inconsistent. with a great and fundamental prinoiple of a republi
can government,-the right of the oitizens to the free enjoyment of their 
property legally acquired. 

It is asserted by the Legislature of Virginia, in 1798 and 1801, that this 
ltatute was inconsistent with the Bill of Rights and Constitution of that State, 
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and therefore ve*!. Whatever weight nob a declaration might properJ., 
have 18 the opinion of wiae and learned men, 18 a declaration of what tile 
law hie been or is, it can have no deoisive authority. It is, however, en
countered by the opinioDB suooeeaively given by former Legislatures, from 
the earliest existence of the Constitution itaelf, which were composed of 
men of the very first rank for talente and lesming. And this opinion, too, 
is not only a contemporaneoDB exposition of the Constitution, but hu t.he 
additional weight that it WI8 promulgated or acquiesced in by a great ...... 
jori'l, if not the whole, of the very framers of the CoDBtitution. Withoat 
adverting, however, to the opinions on the one side or the other, for th. 
relSOns whioh have been already stated, and others which we forbear to 
preas, 18 they would lead to too prolix and elementary ill enmiDation, 
we are of OpiniOD that the statute of 1776, ah. 2, is not inconm.ent wi. 
the Constitution or Bill of Rights of Virginia. Weare prepared to go ye& 
further, and to hold that the statutes of 1784, ch. 88, and 1786, ah. 87, 
were no infringement of any rights secured, or intended to be aeoured, 
under the Constitution, either civil, political, or religioDB. 

Bow far the statute of 1786, ch. 12, repealing the statute of 1784, eb. 
88, incorporating the Epi800pal ohurches, and the nbsequent statutes in 
rurtherance thereof of 1788, oh. 47 tuld ch. 58, were consistent with the 
principles of oivil right or the Constitution of Virginia, is a nbjeot of muoh 
delicacy, and perhaps not without diliculty. It is observable, however, 
that they reserve to the ohurches all their corporate property, and authorise 
the appointment of trustees to manage the same. A private COrporatiOD 
oreated by the Legislature mayloee its franohisee by a misD88r or a nODo
D88r of them; and they may be resumed by the Government under a judi
oial judgment upon a quo tDarramo to ascertain and enforce the forfeiture. 
This is the common law of the land, and is a tacit condition anDexed to 
the creation of every nch corporation. Upon a ohange of government, 
too, it may be admitted, that nch exolDBive privileges attached to a pri
ft&e corporation as are incoDBiatent with the new Government may " 
abolished. In reepeot, also, to publio COrporatiODB, whioh exist only for 
public purposes, suoh as counties, towns, oities, &0., the Legialamre may, 
under proper limitations, have a right to ohange, modify, enlarge, or reo 
atrain them; aeouring, however, the property for the usee of those for 
whom and at whose expeDBe it was origiually purchased. But that the 
Legislature can repeal statutes oreating private corporatioDB, or confirminc 
to them property already acquired under the faith of previoDB laws, and 
byauch repeal can vest the property of nch corporations exclusively in 
the State, or dispose of the same to such purposes as they may pleue, 
without the conlOnt or default of the corporators, we are not prepared to 
admit. And we think ourselvea standing upon the prinoiples of natunl 
justice, upon the fundamental laws of every free government, upon the 
spirit and the letter of the Constitution of the United States, and upon the 
deoiaioDB of moet respectable judicial t.ribunals, in reeiating such a doctrine. 
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The statutes of 1798, oh. 9, and of 1801, oh. 5, are not, therefore, in our 
judgment, opentive eo far 88 to divest the Episcopal Church of the pro
perty acquired, previous tQ the Revolution, by purchase or by donation. 
In respeot to the latter Btatute, there is this further objeotion, that it paased 
after the Distriot of Columbia W88 taken under the exclusive jurisdiction 
of Congress, and, 88 to the corporations and property within that Distriot, 
t.he right of Virginia to legislate no longer existed. And 88 to the statute 
of 1798, ch. 9, admitting it to have the fullest operation, it merely repeaJa 
the Btatutes paued respecting the Church since the Revolution; and, of 
course, it left in full force all the Btatutes previously enacted, 80 far 88 they 
were not inconsistent with the present Constitution. It left, therefore, the 
important provisions of the statutes of 1661, 1696,1727, and 1748, eo far 
&8 respected the title to the Church lands, in perfect vigour, with 80 muoh 
of the common law 88 attached npon these rights. 

Let us now advert to the title set up by the plaintiffs in the present bill. 
Upen inapeoting the deed, which is made a part of the bill, and bears date 
in 1770, the land appears to have been oonveyed to the grantees 8S church. 
wardens of the parish of Fairfax, and to their successors in that office for
ever. It is also averred in the bill that the plaintiffs, together with two of 
the defendants, (who are churchwardens,) are the vestry of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, commonly oalled the Episcopal Church of Alexandria, 
in the parish of Fairfax, and that the purchase W88 made by the vestry 
of said parish and church, to whom the present vestry are the legal and 
regular successors in the said vestry; and that the purchase W88 made for 
the use and benefit of the said church in the said parish. No Btatute of 
Virginia h88 been oited which creates churchwardens a corporation for 
the purpose of holding lands; and at common law their capacity W88 
limited to personal estate. 1 B. a.894. Bro. Corp. 77, 84. 1 Roll . .Abr. 
898,4, 10. aom. Dig. tit. ElfJliu, F. 8. 12 H. 7, 27, b. 18 H. 7,9, b 
27 H. 6, 80. 1 Burm'. Ecclu. Law, 290. Giba.215. It would seem, 
therefore, that the present deed did not operate by way of grant to convey 
a fee to the 4hurchwardens and their suc0888Ors; for their successors, 88 
such, coule? aot take; nor to the churchwardens in their natural capaoity, 
for" heb-/' is not in the deed. But the covenant of general warranty in 
the deed binding the grantors and their heirs forever, and warranting the 
land to the churchwardens and their suocessors forever, may well opente 
by way of estoppel to oonfirm to the Church and its privies the perpetual 
and benefioial estate in the land. 

One difficulty presented on the face of the bill W88, that the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of Alexandria was not directly averred to be the same 
corporate or unincorponte body 88 the ohurch and parish of Fairfax, or 
the legal successors thereto, 80 &8 to entitle them to the lands in controversy. 
'But upon an accunte examination of the bill, it appears that the purchase 
1f88 made by the vestry "of the said parish and church" "for the use and 
benofit of the said church in the said parish." It must, t.he."'8fore, be tabu 
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as true that there was no other Episcopal ohurch in the parish; and that 
tho property belonged to the Church of Alexandria, whioh, in this rea~ 
represented the whole pariah. And there can be no doubt that the Epia
copal memben of the pariah of Fairfu have still, notwithstanding a sepa
ration from the State of Virginia, the same rights and privileges as they 
originally poaaeaaed in relation to that ohurch while it was the parisla. 
ahurch of Fairt"u. 

The next coDBideration is, whether the plaintift's, who are vestrymen, 
have, as suoh, a right to require the lauds of the ohurch to be sold in th. 
manner prayed for in the bill. Upon the supposition that no statute. 
puaed sinoe the Revolution are in force, they may be deemed to act under 
the previous statutes and the common law. By those statutes the vestry 
were to be appointed by the pariahionen "for the making and proportion
ing levies and ... ments for building and repairing the ohurches and 
ohapels, provision for the poor, maintenance of the minister, and such 
other neoeaaary purposes, and for the more orderly managing all parochial 
aft"ain i" out of whioh vestry the minister and vestry were yearly to ohOOll8 
two churchwardens. As incident to their office of general guardians of the 
ohurch, we think they must be deemed entitled to assert the rights and 
interests of the ohurch. But the minister also, having the freehold, either 
in law or in equity, during his incumbenoy, in the lands of the ohurch, is 
en tided to assert his own rights as pe7"101&a eccle.ilJll. No alienation, there
fore, of the church lauds can be made either by himself, or by the parish. 
ionen, or their authorised agents, without the mutual COD8ent of both 
And therefore we should be of opinion, that, upon principle, no sale ought 
to be absolutely decreed, unless with the consent of the parson, if the 
church be full. 

If the statute of 1784, ch. 88, be in force for any purpose whatsoever, 
it seems to us that it would lead to a like conclusion. If the repealing 
statute of 1786, ch. 12, or the statute of 1788, oh. 47, by whioh the Church 
property was authorized to be vested in trustees chosen by the Church, aud 
their suoceaaon, be in force for any purpose whatsoever, then the allegation 
of the bill that the plaintitFa "have, according to the rules and regulatious 
of their said aooiety, been appointed by the congregation vestrymen and 
trustees of the said church," would directly apply and authorize the plain
tift's to institute the present bill. Still, however, it appears to Us that in 
oaae of a plenarty of the Church, no alienation or sale of the Church lauda 
ought to take place without the aasent of the minister, unless such a&'!8Dt 
be expreaaly dispensed with by some statute. 

On the whole, the majority of the court are of opinion that th$ laud in 
controveny belongs to the Episcopal Church of Alexandria, and has not 
been divested by the Revolution, or any Act of the Legislature passed since 
that period i that the plain tift's are of ability to maintain the present bill; 
that the oveneen of the poor of the parish of Fairfax have no just, legal, 
lr equitable title to the said land, and ought to be perpetually enjoined 
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from claiming the same j and that a sale of the said land ought, for the 
reasons stated in the bill, to be decreed, upon the assent of the miniater 
of said church (if any there be) being given thereto i and that the present 
churchwardens and the said Jamee Wren ought to be decreed to convey 
the I18me to the purchaser j and the proceeds to be applied in the manner 
prayed for in the bill. 

The decree of the oircuit court is to be reformed, so .. to conform to ihU 
opinion. 

No. X. 

.TOHN RANDOLPH'S RECANTATION. 

NouoI.E, AprilS, 1867. 

Ma. JOHN RANDOLPH, of Roanoke, was at one time deeply impressed 
with religion, and in a pious frame of mind revised his copy of Gibbon'. 
History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, which he had filled 
with notes approving the deistical views of the historian. These notes, 
or most of them, he obliterated, and. on the celebrated fifteenth chapter, in 
which the historian gives an account of the rise of Chris,ianity, on either 
aide of the text of several pages, he wrote the following remarks, which I 
now copy for you from the book before me:-

"When the pencilled notes to this and the succeeding chapter were 
written, (and, ina~d, all the notes, one excepted in volume tenth, page -,) 
the writer was an unhappy young man, deluded by the sophisms of infi. 
delity. Gibbon seemed to rivet what Hume and Hobbes and Bolingbroke 
and Voltaire, &0. had made fast, and Satan-i. e. the evil principle in our 
(fallen) nature-had cherished j but-praised be His Holy name !-God sent 
the sense of sin and the arrow of the angel of Death, 'unless ye repent,' 
straight to his heart, and with it came the desire of belief; but the hard 
heart of unbelief withstood a long time, and fear came upon him and waxed 
great, and brought first reaignation to his will, and after much refractori. 
ness, (God be praised, but never sufliciently, that he bore with the fro
wardness of the child of sin, whose wages is death,) after a longer coune 
of years, more than the servitude of Jacob for Rachel, God in his good 
time sent the pardon and the peace which pasaeth in the love which struck 
out fear. Allelujah." 

The above is a true traDBCript from the original pencilled remarks of Mr. 
Randolph. His copy of Gibbon is in twelve volumes, printed in Dublin 
in 1784. The book belonged to Richard Randolph, the elder brother of 
John, and hu Richard's name in it, with the endorsement "Matoai, 
1790." HUGH B. GRIGSBY. 

To BISHOP MEADB. 
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No. XI. 

To awv. DAVID MOllO.',. EPITAPH OK BI8 ToJlB8'1'OlO, U .. 
PftD's CB1JBOH, NEW KDT. 

M.S. 
B.JInuKDUS David MOIIOm prope Jaoet, 
Collegii St. Joannis Caotabrigie olim AlamD1II, 
Hujua Parochia Rector ADDOS QuadngiDta. 
Omnibus Ecoleaile AoglicaDIIe Presbyteriis 
IDter AmericaDos OnliDe Presbyt.eratus Primua i 
Literaturl Paucis Becundus. 
Qui tandem Benio et Mcerore confeotus 
Ex varUa rebua arduia quaa in hac vita perpeIIUS Ill, 
Mortiaq: in diea memor, ideo virena et. wens, 
Sibi hUDc Bepultune locum poeuit et elegit, 
Uxoribus Elizabetha et Maria quidem juxta aepultia 
Ubi requieacat, donee resuaeitatus ad vitam Eternam 
Per Jeaum Chriat.am Balvatorem nostrum. 
Qaalia erat, indicant illi quibus beDe notus 
Snperatilea 

Non hoo Bepulchrale BUum. 

{ Londini Natus 25 Martii 1690. 
Obiit 4· Jo·. 1767. 

No. XIL 

Tal: ELLIS FAMILY. 

[I1r my aniole OD Amherst I omitted any apeoial notice of myoid friend 
Mr. Riohard Ellia, of Pedlar Milia or Red Hill. 

The following communication from our worthy fellow-citisen, Mr. 
Tbomu Ellis, of Riohmond, will more tho compenaat.e for the omiaaioa.] 

A.pril 2, 1867. 

The Dame of ELLIS appeara at an early day in coDnectioD with the 
Colony of Virginia. David Ellia came out iD the BecODd aupply of emi. 
pots from England, and W8B ODe of the men Bent by Captain Smith to 
baild a honae for King Powhatan at biB favourite seat, Werowocomico, on 
York River. JohD Ellis W8B one of the grantees in the Becond char&er 
of tho Virginia Company. 
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My iwnediate fa'mily is of Welsh extraction, and my descent traced to 
.lOB ELLIs, who aettled on Peters's Creek, a branoh of Tuokahoe Creek, 
in Henrico county. He was bom in the year 1661, and he appears at 
Varina, the county seat of Henrico, October I, 1688. His wife was 
named Susaooah, and their ohildren were John, William, Thomas, Henry, 
James, Joseph, Mary, and Charles • 

.lORN, the eldest son, married Elisabeth Ware, a relation of Balchnn 
and Ware Rockett, seafaring men, who owned the property in the oity of 
Richmond sinoe called" Rocketts· ." He was a magistrate and sheriI' of 
Henrico. His eldest son, who was also named John, inherited the family 
residence, and lived in it during his life. It atiU belongs to the family of 
one of his grand-daughters, who married John Bowles, of Louisa county. 
The land on whioh it is situated was patented to William Glover, April 
28, 1691, and by him sold to Johu Ellis (the first named) for two thou
I18Dd pound. of tobacco. 

WILLIAM, the second son, lived to be eighty-three years of age, and 
died leaving four sons and four daughters. One of his grandsons, William 
Burton Ellis, who married Elisabeth West, is still living on Tuokahoe, in 
the seventy-sixth year of his age. 

TROMAS, the third son, was inspeotor of tobacco at Shockoe Ware. 
house, and owned the coal-property sinoe known as the" Edgehill Pits." 
He married Elisabeth Patterson, by whom he had two sons and three 
daughters, all of whom married and have left families. 

HENRT, the fourth BOn, never married. He died in the year 1768. 
lAMBS, the fifth BOn, married, but died without issue. 
10SEPR, the sixth son, married Elizabeth Perkins and raised a very 

numerous family. He has a grandson, Daniel Ellis, born May 2, 1774, 
now living near Watkiusville, in Goochland county. The Ellises at this 
day on Tuokahoe Creek are principally the descendants of Joseph Ellis. 
His will, dated 11th June, 1785, is proved in oourt January 7, 1798 
His wife died about the year 1798. 

MART, the seventh child and only daughter, married John Smith, wh. 
owned the fine farm now belonging to Mr. Robert Edmond, of Riohmond, 
~ed "Strawberry Hill." 

CRARLES, the seventh son, (my great-grandfather,) was born in Hen
rico county in the year 1719, was married, by the Rev. William Stith, 
to Susannah Harding, daughter of Thomas Harding and Mary Giles, in 
the year 1789, and had issue two BOns and eight daughters. He remond 
with his family to the county of Amherst, t.t.(.ll the county of Albemarle, 
in the year 1754, and settled the original seat of the Ellises in that county, 
since called "Red Hill," on the waters of Pedlar River. He died 
May 4, 1759, and was buried in the family burying-ground at Red Hill. 
His widow lived to the ninety-fifth year of her age, and was buried by 
his side. The ohildren of Charles Ellis and Susannah Harding were 
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llannah, Edith, Susannah, Josiah, Mary ADn, Ohari., Sarah, Beih--. 
Elizabeth, and Rosanna. 

HANNAH married William Haynes. 
EDITH married Devereux Gilliam. 
SUSANNAH married Isaac Wright. 
JOSIAH married Jane Shelton. 
MARY ANN married Peter Oarter. 
OHABLU married-first, Elizabeth Waten, I8OOndly, Sarah Tooker. 
SARAH married John Harrison. 
B.BTUNA married Thomas Leftwich. 
ELIZABBTH married William Gilliam, 
RoSANNA married Charles Davis. 

Josiah, (my grandfather,) above named, inherited the "Bed Hill" 
estate, and lived and died there. His wife-a daughter of Richard 
Shelton-was bom September 1, 1747. They were married on tho 
3d of April, 1766, and had iBsue John, Nancy, Oharles, Richard Shelton, 
Josiah, Mary Wright, Thomas Barding, Jane Shelton, Lewis, Joahua 
Shelton, and Powhatan. 

[The following letter, from the Rev. Mr. Caldwell, will be read with 
interest by aU who were acquainted with Mr. Richard Ellis, of Bed Hill, 
and his estimable family.] 

Rloa.oIlD, VA. 
My DBAB lIB. ELLIS :-1 fear that 1 shall be able to communicate 

very little in regard to the church on Pedlar. Your uncle Richard wu 
one of the old.school, tme Virginia gentlemen,-hospitable, unafFected, 
polite, courteous,-and as regardful of the rights and feelings of a servant 
88 he was of the most favoured and distinguished that visited his house 
1 had not been in his house five minutes before 1 felt it to be what he 
and his delightful family ever afterward made it to me,--a home. I, 
however, experienced at their hands only what every clergyman of our 
Church who has been conneoted with the parish experienced. 

Your uncle's hospitality was not, however, the most captivating trait of 
his character. The most captivating trait in his character was his simple
hearted piety and devotion to the Church. His devotion was the same 
when the ways of our Zion moumed, and when none came to her solemn 
feasts, and when her sanctuaries in his neighbourhood were levelled by 
the stranger and the spoiler. 1 think he told me that the first time the 
services of our Church were held in the Pedlar neighbourhood after the 
Revolution; the people met in a tobacco-house, and that many aged per
IOns who had been accustomed to our services in their youth, when the 
clergyman repeated the sentences and exhortation, stood up and wept like 
children, big tears coursing their way down their cheeks in spite of every 
efFort to restrain them. The confession following was made, by every one 
whose f~liugs did not stifle utterance, with a voice tremulous with em. 
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tion. Many an aged heart remembered and returned to ita first love 
The meeting in that tobacco-house was the beginning or the resuscitation 
of the church on Pedlar. Your uncle was the foremost and the most 
libersl in the effort at resuscitation. He gave largely-as he did to the 
end of life-both of his 8Dbatance and of his time to the accomplish
ment or the object. He sucoeeded, but not without overcoming strong 
opposition. He applied, for a contribution toward building a church, to a 
good Christian man in the neighbourhood, who had been a soldier or the 
Revolution, to whom the old veteran replied, the fire of '761lashing in his 
eye and speaking in the tones of his voice, "No! I dre .... my sword once 
to put that church down; and, if neceeaar,y, I will draw it again to keep 
it down." No one doubted either the old soldier's honesty or piety. And 
his reply only revealed the feelings in the minds of many in regard to 
th. Episcopal Church. Their prejudices were as honestly as they were 
.... armly entertained, and nothing but the unbounded confidence they had 
in the patriotism as well as piety of your uncle softened them. That 
oonfidence did soften them, first to tolerate, then to admire, and then to 
BUBtain, the Church ·whose cause he advocated. I am persuaded that the 
resuscitation of the church on Pedlar wu owing altogether to the personal 
influence of your uncle; and what he was so instrnmental in resusci
tating he afterwards sustained with a liberslity that was bounded only by 
his means, and a devotion that ended only with his life. His daughter 
Emily, who became a member of the Church while I .... as reotor of the 
pariah, was as like to her father in her devotion to the Church as a child 
could be like to a parent. Both she and her most excellent husband, David 
H. Tapscott, manifested the same fervid and hallo .... ed spirit of devotion 
in their piety, as well 118 lively and liberal interest in the advancement 
of the Church. It grieves me to think that the Church on earth has lorn 
three 8Dch faithful soldiers and servants. And I should be doing violence 
to my feelings if I did not speak of Mrs Ellis, though a decided Pres
byterian, in the same .... ay. If I had been her own son she could hardly 
have treated me with more kindness. And she had been, I learned, 
equaIly kind to all the pastors of her husband. Indeed, I cannot think 
of any member of the family but with feelings of affectionate regard. I 
regret that my narrative is 80 limited and meagre: I hope, ho .... ever, that 
it may not be altogether useless to you in acoomplishing what you deaiN 
For Bishop Mead.'s Letters. 

Truly and sincerely yours, 
DA. VID OA.LD1BLJ. 
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No. XIII. 

To BAYLOR FAMILY. 

[TO following aooount has beeD furnished me by a member of ihe eame.] 

JOHN BAYLOR the elder, IoDd flnt of the name who came to the New 
World, W1I8 bom at TivertoD, iD EDgland, where, from old Bellen, we leam 
ibat he was related to the 1i'rerea, Courtenay&, Tncken, Hedjen, Nortoaa, 
and othen. His BOD John was bom in 1650, IoDd, emigrating to Virginia, 
was followed by hie father, a very old man. He aettled in Gloneedel' 
oounty, and was married to Lucy Tod O'Brien, of New Kent, in 1698. 
Large grants of land bad been made to father and BOn iD various parts of 
the ColoDY, and the latter, being of an enterprising character, embarked 
extensively in mercantile BOhemes, by which a large fortune for tha' cia, 
was alJl88lled,-the inventory of his personal effects amounting to £6500. 
The books kept at his various oouuting-houses in Gloucester, King and 
Queen, and New KeD', from 1692 to 1722, are preserved, and not onl, 
a~' his method and euotDess, but afford an interesting comparisoD. 
The relative value of some articles of merchandiae then and DOW • 

worthy of note. We find nails at four shillings sixpence per pound, 
cotton at one ahilling sixpence per yard; and a Madagascar boy. "from OD 
board ship Tiverton," in one place, is charged to Thomas Randolph at I!JJ, 
IoDd another at £10. Mention is made of between six and ten ships, 
belonging to him, at dif'erent times, engaged in trading with the Old 
World. To John Baylor the second and Lucy his wife were bom two 
children,-John, on the 12th of May, 1705, and another whose fortunes 
we have no means of following. The Esaex family of the same Dame 
originate here. John, the third of the name, married Lucy Walker. 
Yorktown, the 2d of January, 1744, several BOns and daughters being the 
issue of this marriage. A sister of Lucy Walker married, at the IllUDe 
time and place, John Norton, of London, of whom we shall have occasion 
to speak hereafter. John the third (Colonel Baylor) was with Washing
ton at Winchester. He represented the county of Caroline in the Honae 
of Burgesses from about 1740 to 1760. A list of the votes at one 
election is extant, and reveals his extensive popularity, as be received 
every vote in the county save one. Colonel Baylor moved to New Market=
then King and Queen-in 1726, and occupied a grant of land whioh was 
made by Robert Tronsdale in, behalf of the King the year before. This 
paper is alBO presorved. The year following Caroline was formed, IoDd 
New Market remaina in possession of the family, from which i' has never 
been alienated. Extravagance and folly, unfortunately, leave few such 
instances of suocessive proprietonhip, in the State, for BO long a time. 
The Episcopal church at the Bowling Green was built by Colonel Baylor, 
and other· gentlemen, between 1640 and 1660, where the family oontinued 
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to wOJship until the death of the Rev. Mr. Waugh, after which time the 
church had no minister and the building, like many others in Virginia, 
'Was destroyed and the materials devoted to secular purposes. Colonel 
Baylor held several commissions, one of which, constituting him Lieutenant 
of the county of Orange, signed by Robert Dinwiddie at Williamsburg in 
1752, is in the possession of the family. He too, like his father, was a 
man of great cnergy. New Market was in his time celebrated for a large 
and generous hOBpitality. John, the eldest son of Colonel Baylor, fourth. 
of the name herein mentioned, was born at New Market on the 4th 
of September, 1750; was sent at twelve years of age to Putney Grammar
School, from which he was removed to Cambridge, and was a classmate 
and 8880Ciate of Mr. Wilberforce. While in Europe, the Letters of Junius 
appeared, and, for some reason, he felt so deep an interest, either in the 
subjoot., style, or authorship, as to traD8cribe them as they were published,
the manuscript being now in a perfect state of preservation. The per
formance (If a task so laborious as that involved in the copying of these 
famous letters from the Public Advertiser as they appeared, the num. 
bers of which could have been as well preserved, presents a puzzle which 
has exer\,ised the minds of his descendants to this day. This John Bay. 
lor the fourth was married, while in England, to Fanny, his cousin, only 
daughter of John and Courtenay Norton, of Gould Square, Londoq, and 
returned to Virginia. They were followed by the brothers of Mrs. Baylor, 
John Hatley, George, and Daniel Norton, who married in Virgin is, leavins 
issue. Several of their descendants have devoted their lives to the 
ministry. The Rev. John H. Norton, of Fauquier, is one of them. George, 
the second son of Colonel Baylor and Fanny Walker, was born at New 
Market the 12th of January, 1752. He was aid to General Washington 
at the battle of Trenton, and enjoyed the honour of presenting the coloura 
then taken to the Congre88 at Philadelphia, and would doubtless have 
filled a large space in the stirring history of the times, had not a bayonet
wound through the chest, in a night-skirmish a ahort time after, disabled 
him so as to Unfit him for the service. He died of pulmonary disease, 
from this injury, in Barbadoes in 1784. The regiment of horse which 
bore his name sprung into existence from his patriotic exertions and 
from the pecuniary aid of his elder brother, which was freely given. 

Colonel George Baylor married, at Mansfield, Lucy Page, daughter of 
}Iann Page, Esq., by whom he had one son,-John W. Baylor. Mrs. Bay
~r, widow of Colonel George Baylor, was married a second time, to Colonel 
N. Burwell, of Millwood, Frederick county, Virginia. Walker, fourth 
son of Colonel Baylor, was a captain in the Revolutionary army. He was 
also disabled, by a spent ball, which crushed his instep, at Germantown or 
Brandywine, which made him a cripple for life. He married Mias Bled. 
808, and left several sons and daughters, one of whom-J udge R. E. B 
Baylor-is now alive and is a prominent citizen of Texas. Robert, fourth 
son of Colonel Baylor, married Mias Gwinn, of Gwinn's Island. Lucy, 

VOL. 11.-80 

Digitized by Google 



APPBRDIX. 

third daughter of Colonel Baylor, was married to Colonel John Armistead, 
17th of March, 1764. The IOna by this marriage were all endued wi&ll 
martial spirit. Lewis was killed in battle in Canada; George defeuded 
Baltimore when attacked by the British in the war of 1812; and t1rt 
oUler brothers occupied distinguished rank in the army of their oounUy. 
John and Panny Norton resided a, .l'4ew Market, and were the parents of 
two IOna and five daughters, who intermarried with the Claytona, Up
shaws, FO%es, Boys, &C. John Walker Baylor aIao left childlen. The 
Brents and Horners belong to this branch. 

JOlIN Roy BAYLOR, 0/ New Jlarket, Oaroliu~. 

--- ---- -----

No. XIV. 

TID PftTON PAIIlLY. 

[TID following limited account of this family has been sent me .y a 
friend. In the civil and eocleaiaatical lista the name may be found at aD 

early day.] . 

JOHN hYTON, Esq., of Staft'ord county, Virginia, who died in 1760, 
was twice married. By his fim wife his children were Yelverton, Henry, 
and Ann Waye. By the second wife they were John Bowzee, and Valen
tine. 

1. Yelverton had four IOns and four daughters. One of the daughtel'll
Elisabeth-married her cousin, John Peyton HarriBOn; and Catherine 
married Captain William Bronaugh, of Staft'ord, who moved to Kanawha 
and is the father of a numerous family, the most of whom now live in 
Missouri. 

Of the IOns of Yelverton, Henry was a pious Methodist preacher, and 
married a Miss Brent, of Pauquier; and another of his IOna-Colonel 
Samuel Peyton-was the father of Yelverton, William, and Henry, all of 
whom were talented and pious ministers of the Methodist Churoh, and 
died young, leaving each one child. 

2. Henry, the second IOn of John Peyton, married a Miss Fowke, and 
resided near the Plains, in Fauquier county. He was a pious member of 
the Episcopal Church. One of his sons-Dr. Chandler Peytou-married 
Bliza B. Scott, Ule eldest daughter of the Bev. John Scott; and another 
IOn-Yelverton-married Margaret, the youngest daughter of the Rev. Mr 
Scott. She, after his death, married Mr. Charles Lee, and then Mr. 
Glassell. 

8. Ann Waye, the daughter of John Peyton, married Mr. Thou.. 
Harrison, of Staft'ord. Ahe had a son named John Peyton Harrison, .. 
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married his cousin, Elizabeth Peyton, and has left many descendants j and 
another 8On-TholD8&-who was an Episcopal minister and the Cather of 
Phllip Harrison, Esq., late of Richmond. 

4. John Rowsee, the third son of John Peyton, was the Cather of John 
Howard Peyton, of Staunton, of General Bernard Peyton, of Richmond, 
and of Mr. Rowsee Peyton, who has moved to the State of New York. 

5. Doctor Valentine Peyton, the fourth IOn of John Peyton, resided u 
the family seat, Tusoulum, in Stafford, and was the Cather of Mra. John 
Conway, of StaftOrd Court-H01II8, and Mra. Chichester, who resides near 
&he BaDe Churoh, in J!'airfu ooun&y, and of many othera. 

No. XV. 

JlDI8DB8 AIm VUTBTJlD O~ ST. STDIID'. AIm WIOOJllOO 

PABI8D8, NOBTBUMBDLAlfD. 

[To the diligence of the Rev. Edmund Withera, minister of Lan_ 
eounty, I am indebted for the following lists, taken from an old vesv,. 
book recently discovered by him.] 

1IIlU8TBB8 O~ ST. STEPBU'S (OALLKD UPPD AND LOWD) PABI8., 

NOBTBUMBDLAND OOUN'J'I". 

Maroh 20, 1712, 
Ootober 28, 1728, 

1728, 
1724, 

1726, 
1127, 
1781, 
1742, 
1748, 

17M, 
1768, 
1758, 
1767, 
1779, 
1792, 

Rev. John Span, to 1722. 
" John Bell, for eight sermons at 460 

pounds tobacco a-piece. 
" Lawrence De Butts, to 1726. 
" Mr. Leoharcey, for two sermons, 600 

pounds tobacco. 
" John BlackDall. 
" William Wye, 
" Francis Peart, 
" Henry Christall, 
" MOII88 Robertson, 
" David Morthland, 
" Thomas Smith, 
" James Crague, 
" Adam Minaies, 

to 
to 

to 
to 
to 
to 
to 

" Benjamin Sebastian, to 
" Thomas Davis, to 
., Thomas Andrews to 

1781. 
1742. 
1748. 

17M. 
1758. 

1767. 
1777. 
1786. 
1794 
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l'B8'1'BYJlU 01' ST. STD'RBN'S PARlSR, (UPPD AND 1.0....,) 
NORTRUJlBDLAND COUNTY. 

J 712. Col. Peter Hack, 
Capt. Christopher Noale, 
Capt. John Cralle, 
Mr. John Clughton, 
Mr. Richard Hull, 
Capt. Richard Hewa, 
Capt. Francis Kenner, 
Mr. Edward Coles. 

1714. Mr. Griflin FantIeroy, 
Capt. Richard Span, 
Mr. John Opie, 
Mr. David Straughan. 

1716. Col. Peter Presley. 
1720. Capt. Edward Sandera, 

Mr. Thom88 Hughlett, 
Mr. Thom88 OralIe. 

1721. Capt. Richard Kenner. 
1724. Mr. John Sharpleigh, 

Mr. Samuel Bonom, 
Mr. John Lewis, 
Capt. Samuel Hlackwell. 

1728. Mr. Robert Clark, 
Capt. John Waughop. 

1781. Mr. John Foushee, 
Mr. Thom88 Gill, 
1\lr. l\latthew Kenner, 
Capt. John' Hack. 

1738. Mr. Travers Colston, 
Mr. Spencer Ball 

1742. Capt. Cuthbert Span, 
Mr. Ellis Gill, 
Capt. William Taite. 

1749. Col. Presley Thomton. 

1752. Mr. Newton Keane. 
1754. Wynder Kenner. 
1768. Parrish Garner, 

Samuel Blackwell, Jr., 
Capt. Spencer Mottram BaIL 

1768 Mr. Kenner Cralle, 
Mr. Thomas Jones. 

1770. Mr. Rodham Kenner, 
John Williams, 
Joseph Ball, 
Edward Nelmes. 

1772. James Ball. 
1778. Matthew Neale, 

William Eskridge. 
1779. Joseph Williams, 

Henry Boggees, 
Elisha Harcum, 
John Rogers, 
Abram Beacham, 
James Claughton, 
Pemberton ClaughtoD, 
John Anderson. 

1781. Walter Jones, 
John Cottrell, 
William Nelmes, 
Peter Cox, 
Thom88 Hudnall, 
Lindsey Opie, 
Daniel Muse, 
Hudson Muse, 
Joseph Hudnall. 

1794. Catesby J on88. 

J1INIS'l'BBS I'OR WICOMICO PARISR, NORTRUJlBBRLAND COUNTY 

&lay 15, 1770, Rev. John Leland, to 1791. 
1791, "John Bryan, . to 1794, (expe1led.) 
1794, "David Ball, to 1799. 
1799, "Duncan l\lacNaughton, to 
179~. "John Seward, 50 pounds for services during &hit 

year. 
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nSTRYMEN OF WICOMIOO PAll.ISB, NORTBUMBDLAND COUNT!'. 
1770. John El18tace, 

Col. Th08. Gaskins, 
Capt. David Ball, Sr., 
Capt. John Heath, 
Capt. David Ball, Jr., 
Capt. Th08. Gaskins, 
]dr.~. ])aDleron, 
]dr. W 01. Taylor. 

1772. :Mr. Chas. Coppedge, 
Col. Chas. Lee. 

1776. Mr. John LawBOn, 
1777. Mr. Kendall Lee. 

Capt. WDl. Nutt, 
]dr. Thos. Edwards, 
Capt. WID. Davenport. 

1784. ]dr. WDl. Lee, 
Capt. Gao. IngraDl, 
:Mr. Isaac Bayaie, 

1784. Mr. Thos. Hurst, 
Capt. John H. }i'alii .. , 
]dr. Mosley Nutt, 
Onesiphorl18 Ha"ey, 
Hopkins Harding, 
])avid Ball, 
Richard Hudnall, 
JaDles Sutton, 
Chas. LattiDlore, 
Capt. Geo. Ball. 

1794. Thos. Hurst, Jr., 
David PalDler. 

1796. Henry L. GaakiDB, 
W 01. Blackerby, 
Cyrus Harding, 
Henry Cundiff, 
Thos. W. Hughlett, 
Thos. Ha"ey. , 

No. XVI. 

EXTRACTS nOM R.u.PRX HAMOR. 

Illmo. P1UlITaD AT LOll DON BY JOJlll BBALB, I'OB WILLIAM Wa,LaY; Dwau.

Ilia AT T1IJs 8IOlla 01' Taa 'WAlI.B, III PAUL'S CHUBCHYARD, 1616. 

[MR. HAMOR was a man of high standing in the Colony. His residence 
was at BerDluda Hundred, a few Dliles only froDl Henricopolis, where Sir 
ThODl88 ])ale and the Rev. Alexander Whittaker lived. He appears to 
bave been intimate with them both aud to have partaken of their piol18 
apirit. It is one evidence of the estimation in which he was held, that 
the severest punishDlent ever inflicted in the Colony was on a Dlan who 
uttered slanderol18 words against ]dr. HaDlor. ]dr. Hamor's work, froDl 
which we take the following extracts, was obtained by ]dr. Conway 
Robinson, of Richmond, on a late visit to England, and presented to the 
Historical Society of Virginia. It is the Dlost reliable and authentio 
work on the early history of Virginia. 

His religious character, and that of the age, is Been in the followin, 
IDU'oduotory passage.] 

Sure, young though in years and knowledge, I IDay be said to be, yet 
let Ole remember, to thee perhaps IDuoh knowing Reader, what the wiat 
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IIUUl that ever writ or lpake (excepting him that ft8 both God and mu) 
hath aaid, thu such who bring othe!? unto righteonan8888, lhal themael .. 
shine 88 the stan in the firmament. And doubtl8888 I doe beleiVe"H 
amongst the red of my Articles, when these poore Heathens ahalI be 
brought to entertaine the honour of the name, and glory of the Gaepell 
of our bl8888d Saviour, when they shall teBtifie of the trne and ever-liviDg 
God, and Jesus Christ to be their salvation, their knowledge so inlarged 
and sanctified, that without him they oonf8888 their eternal death: I do 
believe I Bay (and how can it be otherwise 1) that theyshal breake out and 
cry with the rapture of 80 inexplicable mercie: Blessed be the King and 
Prince of England, and bleaaed be the English Nation, and blessed forever 
be the moet high God, possessor of Heaven and earth, that sent these 
English 88 Angels to bring such glad tidings amongst na. These will be 
doubtlfl888 the empaticke effects and exultation of this so Christian worke, 
and may these nothing move I Alas let Banballat, and Tobiah, Pape1d8 
and Plaien, Ammonites and Horonitea, the scumme and dregges of the 
people, let them mocke at this holy Bnainesse, they that be filth ie, let 
them be filillie still, and let luch swine wallow in tbe mire, but let not 
the rod of the wicked fall upon the lot of the righteous nor let them 
shrinke back, and call in their helpes from this so glorioua enterprise, 
which the Prophet Isaiah cala, the declaring of God to the left hand, but 
let them that know the worke, rejoice and be glad in the happie 81lC08888 

of it, proclaiming that it is the everlasting God that raigneth in England, 
and unto the ends of the world. 

(The following is the true and full aocount of the capture of Pooahontu 
by Captain Argall.] , 

It chaunced Powhatans delight and darling, his daughter Pooahuntaa, 
(whose fame hath even bin spred in England by the title of Nonparella 
(If Virginia,) in her princely progresse, if I may so terme it, tooke some 
pleasure (in the absence of Captaine Argall) to be among her friends at 
Pataomecke (88 it seemeth by tbe relation I had) imploied thither, 88 

&hopkeepen to a Fare, to exchange some of her fathen commodities for 
thein, where residing some three months or longer, it fortuned upon 
ooC88ion either of promise or profit, Captaine Argall to arrive there, whom 
Pocahuntas, desirona to renew her familiaritie with the Engliah, and d. 
lighting to see them, 88 unmoWDe, fearefull perhaps to be surprised, would 
gladly visit, 88 she did, of whom no sooner had Captaine Argall intelligence, 
but he delt with an old friend, and adopted brother of his, Japazeua, how and 
by what means he might procure her captive, assuring him, that now or 
never, W88 the time to pleasure him, if he intended indeede that Jove which 
he had made profession of, that in ransome of hir he might redeeme some of 
:mr English men and armes, now in the possession of her Father, promising 
to use her withall faire, and gentle entreaty: J apazena well 888Ured that 
his brother, 88 ~e promised would use her curteoUdly promised his beat 
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indevoura and lI801'8Iie to accomplish his desire, and thus wrought it, 
making his wife an iDStrument (which sex have ever bin most powerfall 
in beguiling inticemenu) to effect his plot which hee had thus laid, he agreed 
that himselfe, his wife, and Pocahuntas, would accompsnie his brother to 
the water side, whether come, his wife should faine a great and longing 
desire to goe aboorde, and see the shippe, which being there three or 
four times, before she bad never seen, and should be earnest with her 
husband to permit her: he seemed angry with her, making as he pre-

. tended 80 unnecessary a request, especially being without the company of 
women, which deniall she taking unkindly, must faine to weepe (as who 
kn01l'8 not that women can command teares) whereupon her huaband seem
ing to pity those counterfeit teares, gave her leave to goe aboord, so that 
it would please Pocahuntas to accompany her: now 11'&8 the greatest labour 
to win her, guilty perhaps of her fathers wrongs, though not knowne as 
ahe supposed, to goe with her, yet by her earnest perswasions, she assented: 
80 forthwith aboorde they went, the best cheere that could be made was 
seasonably provided, to supper they went, merry on all hands, especially 
J apazeus and his wife, who to express their joy, would ere be treading 
upO Oapt. Argalls foot, as who ahould say tis don, she is your OWD. 

Supper ended, Pocahuntas was lodged in the Gunner's roome, but Japazeua 
and his wife desired to have 80me conference with their brother, which 
was onely to acquaint him by what strategem, they had betraid his prisoner, 
as I have already related: at\er which discourse to sleepe tbey went, POCII.e 
huntas nothing mistrusting this policy, wbo nevertheles being mOlt poe
II8I!Ied with feare, and desire of returne, 11'&8 first up, and hastened Japazeua 
to be gon. Oapt. Argall having secretly well rewarded him, with a 
small copper kettle, and IIOme other les valuable toies 80 highly by him 
esteemed, that doubtlesse he would have betraid his owne fatber for them, 
permitted both him and his wife to returne, but told him, that for diven 
considerations, as for that his father had then eigbt of our English lDen, 
many swords, peioes and other tooles, which be had at severall times by 
trecheroua murdering our men, taken from them, which tbough of no use 
to bim, he would not redeliver, be would reserve Pocahuntas, whereat 
ahe began to be exceeding pensive and discontented, yet ignorant of the 
dealing of Japazeus, who in outward appearance was no les discontented, 
that he should be the meanes of bir captivity, much adoe tbere was to per
sme ber to be patient, which with extraordinary curteoua uaage, by little 
and little was wrought in her, and 80 to Jamestowne she was brought,,, 
messenger to her father forthwith despatched to advertise him that his mal" 
daughter was in the hands and possession of the English: ther to be 
kept til such time as he would ransom her with our men, swords, peioes 
and other tools treacherously taken from us: the ne1l'8 was unwelcome, 
.and troublesom unto him, patily for the 10Te he bare to his daughter, and 
partly for the love he bare to our men his prison en, of whom though with 
as they were unapt for any imployment, be made great use: and tJaoae 
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awonLt, and peioee of oun, (which though of no use to him) it delighted 
him to view and look upon. 

[The following is from the acoount of Sir Thomas Dale's visit to 
Powhatan at his residence, when he took Pocahontas with him and in
formed the king of the attachment between her and Mr. Rolfe, not long 
before their marriage. Mr. Hamor was of the pa .. ty, and then presented 
Mr. Rolfe's letter to Thomas Dale, which we have published.] 

Long before this time a gentleman of approved behaviour and hon_ 
cariage, Maister John Rolfe, bad bin in love with Pocahuntas and she 
with him, which thing at the instant that we were in parlee with them, 
myselfe made known to Sir Thomas Dale by a letter from him, whereby 
he intreated his advise and furtberance in his love, if 80 it seemed fit to 
him for the good of tbe Plantation, and Pocahuntas herselfe, acquainted 
her brethren therewith: which resolution Sir Thomas Dale well appro., 
mg, was the onely cause, hee was so milde amongst them, who otherwise 
would not have departed their ri.,er without other conditions. 

The bruite of this pretended marriage came BOOn to Powhatans know
ledge, a thing 800eptable to him, as appeared by bis sudden consent 
thereunto, who some ten daies after sent an old uncle of hin, named 
Opachisco, to give her as his deputy in the cburch, and two of his sonnell 
to see the marriage solemnized, which was accordingly done about the 
lift of Aprill, and ever since we bave had friendly commerce and trade, 
not onely with Powbatan himselfe but also with bis subjects round about 
as; so as I now see no reason why the collonie should not thrive ~pace. 

17ae .Attempt 0/ Sir 'l'ho'l1&lU Dale to get arwtAer Daughter 0/ PowhatGrt. 
(II CJ Surer Pleilge 0/ Peace. 

It pleased Sir Thomas Dale (myselfe being much desirous before my 
retoume for England,) to visit Powhatan & his court, (because I would be 
able to speak somwhat thereof by mine own knowledge) to imploy my
I8lfe, and an English boy for my Interpreter one Thomas Salvage (who 
had lived three years with Powhatan, and speakes the language natnrally, 
one whom Powhatan much aft'ecteth) upon a message unto him, which 
was to deale with him, if by any meanes I might procure a daughter of 
~is, who (Pocahuntas being already in our possession) is generally reported 
t.o be his delight, and darling, (and surely he esteemeth her as his own. 
lIGule) for surer pledge of peace. 
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Letter oj' Mr. Whittaker 10 hi, couain, tAe Minister oj' Black-Friar,' 
Bridge, Lo-ndon, deelaring eM pimu character 0/ Sir Tlwma, Dale, 
and confirming tire lad 0/ the baptiam 0/ PocaJwneaa be/ore .. 
marriage. Taken.from Mr. Hamor', book. 

To my verie deere and loving 0088n M. G. Minister of the B. F. ia 
London. 

Sir the colony here is muoh better. Sir Thomas Dale our religious 
and valient Governour, hath now brought that to p888e whioh never 
before could be effected. For by wane upon our enemies, and kind usage 
of our friends, he hath brought them to seek for peace of us which is 
made, and they dare not breake. But that which is beat, one Poca
huntas or Matoa the daughter of Powhatan is married to an honest and 
descreete English Gentleman, Maister Rolfe, and that after she had 
openly renounced her countrey Idolatry, confessed the fait~ of Jesus 
Ohrist, and was baptized j which thing Sir Thomas Dale had laboured a 
long time to ground in her. 

Yet notwithstanding, are the vertuous deeds of this worthy Knight, 
much debased, by the letters some wicked men have written from hence, 
and especially by one C. L. If you heare any condemne this noble Knight, 
or doe feare to oome hither for those slanderous letters, you may upon 
my word bouldly reprove them. You know that no malefactors can abide 
the face of the Judge, but themselves scorning to be reproved, doe pro
BeC1lte withal hatred, all those that labour their emendment. I marvaile 
much that any men of honest life, should feare the sword of the magis
trate, whioh is unsheathed on ely in their defence. 

Sir Thomas Dale (with whom I am) is a man of great knowledge in 
Divinity, and of a good conscience in all his doings: both which bee rare 
in a martiall man. Every Sabbath day we preach in the forencone, and 
ebatechize in the afterncone. Every Saturday at night I exercise in Sir 
Thomas Dales house. Our church affairs bee consulted on by the minister, 
and foure of the most religious men. Once every month wee have a com
munion, and once a yeer a solemn Fast. For me, though my promis of 
8 years service to my country be expired, yet I will abide in my vocatiOD 
here untill I be lawfully called from hence. And so, betaking us all unto 
~e mercies of God in Christ Jesus, I rest for ever 

Your moat deere and 
VDI8U11A, .June 18. 181'- loving 0088n, 

ALn. WBITAKR& 
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No. XVU. 

TID BBOUNBBOUGB AND I"AUNTLllBOY I"AMJl.D8. 

[AFru SUpposing that my work was done, a box of papers baa heeD 
lent me by a friend, * from whioh, and a brief notice by himself, I haft 
drawn the following particulars concerning some members of the abo ... 
mentioned families.] 

Colonel William Brokeilbrough, the first of the name in Virginia of 
whom we have any information, settled in Riohmond county and married 
a Miss Fauntleroy. The Rev. Mr. Giberne married her sister. The BODa 

of Colonel Brokenbrough were Austin, who married a Miss Champe, 
daughter of Colonel Champe, of King George. The ohildren of A1I8tin 
Brokenbroagh were Champe, who married a l\liss Bowie, of Port Royal, 
and left no SODS. His surviving daughters are Mrs. Thornton, Mrs. 
Peyton, and Mrs. George Fitzhugh, of Port Royal. The other son of 
Austin Fitzhugh was John, who became an Episcopal clergyman,-a 
learned, amiable, but somewhat eocentrio man. He left one son,-Austin, 
-who married a daughter of the late General Brown, of the United 
States Army. The daughters of the first Austin Brokenbrougb were 
Lucy, who married a Mr. Ale.J:8nder, of King George, and, at his death, 
a Captain Quarles, of Orange; Elizabeth, who married the Rev. James 
Elliott; Jane, who married Mr. Thomas Pratt, of King George, and waa 
the mother of Mrs. William and Benjamin Grymes and Mrs. Dangerfield 
Lewis, of King George. At the death of Mr. Pratt, Jane married Mr. 
Taliafero, of Blenheim. N,wman Brokenbrough, the second son of 
Colonel William Brokenbrough, left no ohildren. More, the third son, 
was the father of the late Colonel William Brokenbrougb, of Riohmond 
county. John, the remaining son, was the father of the late Judge Wil
liam Brokenbrough, of the Court of Appeals, Dr. John Brokenbrough, 
of Riohmond, President of the Bank of Virginia, Thomas Broken
brough, also of Richmond, Arthur Brokcnbrough, of the University of 
Virginia, and of Dr. Austin Brokenbrough, of Tappahannock. 

The first Austin Brokenbrough, son of Colonel William, was a man 
of no little notoriety in Virginia. He was in the English army with 
Washington, under General Braddock, but took a very different view of 
his obligation to the Crown from General Washington. He, like some of 
the old olergy, thought that he was perpetually bound by his oath of al
legiance to the King. He wished, however, to remain in America, as he 
haJ a father, brother, children, and property here. He was willing to be 
passive and obey our laws, but could not unite in what he considered ,. 

* Mr. George Fitlhugb, oC Port Royal. 
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benil)n. This, however, did n~ suit the times and Virginia, espeoially 
the Northern Neck. In the year 1775, he sent in a petition to the As-
88mbly, wing leave to remain in Virginia on the terms above mentioned, 
whioh was rejeoted. Nor only this, but not leBS than live companies of 
men from Riohmond, Oaroline, and Westmoreland oounties came to his 
house, determined on 80me signal punishment, if not the taking of his 
life, whioh he avoided by flying to England in a veBBel about to sail from 
Hobbs's Hole. His father and brother, though respecting his motives 
for adhering to the Orown, joined themselves to the American party. I 
have had aooess to a diary kept by this Austin Brokenbrough from the 
time he set sail in 1775 to the time of his return at the olose of the war, . 
and aleo to letters of the family. Al(hough the diary is much mutilated. 
enough remains to enable us to form a just estimate of his oharaoter and 
a correct view of himself and companions in England during the war. 
Some of them had been oflicers in the army with him, but most of them 
were gentlemen from Virginia who sympathized with him. From his 
diary it would seem that they had a merry time of it while in England, 
especially in London, their ohief place of rendezvous. But, in order to 
relieve the tedium of suoh a state of idleness and 8U8pense, the American 
loyalists determined to form themselves into a company and 01l'er their 
services to the King in case of a threatened invasion from France. When 
the time for electing oflicers arrived, a Lord Pepperell and John Randolph 
of Virginia, brother of Speaker Randolph, were the candidates for the 
captainoy. The former gained it by two votes. ~ajor Grymes, who 
married Mr. Randolph's daughter, was made ensign of the company. 
The King most graciously accepted their 01l'er. There was, however, no 
need of their services. Mr. Randolph, it is said, died of a broken heart, 
and made it his last request that his remains should be brought back to 
Williamsburg and deposited in the Oollege chapel, whioh reqnest .... 
granted. Mr. Grymes also returned to Virginia. While in London the 
American loyalists seem to have had a merry time of it, dining and 
lIupping together at various inns, and having more private lodgings 
Those who approved their principles and oonduot were not wanting in 
hospitality to them,-espeoially Lord Dunmore, who either lived in London 
or was often there. Among those who oon8Orted together I find the 
names not only of Randolph, Grymes, and Broken brough, bnt of Oorbin, 
Beverley, Manry, Brackenridge, Kirkpatrick, Wormley, Madison, Burnley, 
Marshall, Norton, Gilmore, Innis, Steuart, Walker, WiUiam8On, Riohardeon, 
Fitch, Rhoan, Delany, Loyd, Stephen~n. All of them appear to have 
been Americans,-most of them Virginians. Whether they were all dis
al'eoted to the American cause, or whether other considerations may not 
have carried them thither, I know not. Mr. Brokenbrough seems to 
Dave been intimate with them all. 

Time seems to have hung h~vy on Mr. Brokenbrough's hands. He 
appears to have been more temperate than 80me of his oompanions, either 
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English or American, and more chaste in his speech, for he expret!llM 
himself quite shocked at some things in his interoourse with them i 
yet he speaks of taking two dinners at different taverns with one of them 
in the same day, and again two suppers the same night, and beiJl! quite 
drnnk, with all the rest of his company, on one occasion. The manners 
and morals of London must have been very bad at that time. llr. 
Brokenbrough exhibits a very varied character in his diary. At one 
time we have a humorous parody on a passage in Shakspeare; then on.
of Addison's hymns is copied into it. Now he visits the King's Chapel 
In the morning, dines with a friend, and, "after bottle, goes to St. 
Thomas's." Now be is in other churches, and speaks in praise of the 
sermons, and now at different theatres, and with a oompany of ladies u 
Vauxhall, all of whom, except the young ladies, drank too freely and 
were vociferous. ' 

While in Glasgow he heard the celebrated Dr. Robertson, the historian, 
preach, and represents his delivery as the most inanimate and uninterest
ing, though his style was good and some sentences striking. Much of 
his time while in London was spent in hearing the debates in Parliament, 
especially those on American affairs. He was present when Lord Chat
ham delivered his last speeoh and fainted and was carried home. Hia 
account of it is quite good. After spending seven years in this manner, 
be becomes very desirous to return to Virginia. During his absence hia 
father and youngest son died, and his property was wasting away through 
mismanagement and was in danger of confiscation. In the year 1782 he 
came over, and we find him in a vessel at Boyd's Hole, but is adviaed by 
his brother not to venture farther. After this he is in Charleston, B.C. 
At what time he actually resettled himself in Vir¢nia does not appear. 
While at Boyd's Hole, on board the" Flag," he addresses a long letter to 
Mrs. Tayloe, of Mount Airy, whose husband died during the war. The 
letter is in reply to inquiries concerning some friends and relatives in 
England. An extract from it will be interesting to some of my readers. 

"DEAR MADAM :-1 received your favour by my brother, and should 
not have delayed returning my thanks for your kindness to my family 
and benevolent wishes to myself had it not been that 1 am under severe 
restrictions in a very small cabin. I lament the unhappy state of my 
native country and the causes which separated me from my family, and 
nothing is left for me but to be humbly content. It gives me pleasure 
that good people and those 1 respect sympathize with me. The prayers 
of such will, 1 hope, fly up to heaven. My prayers-God help me !-for 
seven long years have availed nothing; yet I sball still most cordially join 
them that Great Britsin and America inay be again cemented by mutual 
interests and that an honourable peace may soon tske place. Should it 
be otherwise, I hope the din of war will never approach 80 near to Mount 
Airy as to produce the least disquietude or in any manner disturb your J&. 

pose. May your son be a great comfort to you! I am told he very much 
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resembles your papa, and I most sincerely wish that he may emulate his 
good qualities and eminent virtues. To surpass them can scarcely be elt
pected,-that so rarely falling to the lot of man. I cannot, dear madam, 
help being highly interested in the welfare of a youth whose father al
ways took pleasure in rendering my family hill best services,* and laid me 
under particular obligation, and gave the most lively instances of generosity 
and humanity, unsolicited, at a time when party prejudices ran high and 
IOrely against me, and in the moment when I was reduced to the most 
lamentable and critical situation that man could be driven into." 

It seems that Colonel Tayloe, though on the American side, had gone .. 
far .. he could in behalf of Mr. Brokenbrough, and then warned him of 
hie danger. The brothers of Mr. Brokenbrough were decidedly American, 
.. is seen by their letters. The following extract from one of Mr. Newman 
Brokenbrough's shows' that he took a religious view of the war:-

"The direful scene of war now carried on by Britain upon this con
tinent is trulYlllelancholy. No man could have thought that English
men and Christians could have so far degenerated from humanity as to 
be guilty of such barbarity as is acted upon the people of this continent.. 
The most savage race in any age of the world would blush at it. How. 
ever it may not be thought, on your side of the water, to be more severe 
than the nature of the offence deserves, yet I would beg leave to observe 
that people are never the sooner convinced of error by such measures, 
and that it rather incites them to revenge than deters them from war. 
Upon reftection we may plainly discover the cause of such calamity. The 
wickedness and impiety of the present proftigate age requires an iron rod 
for chastisement. You are now in a country where iniquity abounds, 
and if you won't be wilfully blind you may discover the great degeneracy 
of the British nation from their ancient purity." 

Mr. Austin Brokenbrough in his diary mentions' one instance of this 
which shocks him,-viz.: the fact that the English Government sought, 
:hrough Governor Johnson, of New York, to bribe some of the members 
of the American Congress. There was a nobleness of soul in him which 
revolted at this. 

To the above gleanings from the fragments which have been sent me, 
I must add something concerning one member of this family from per
sonal knowledge. With Dr. John Brokenbrough, of Richmond, President 
of the Bank of Virginia, I was long and intimately acquainted. His 
house was my home during many years whenever I visited Richmond, 
and we freely corresponded at other times. A more amiable man is not 
easily found. He took an active part in the building of the Monumental 
Ohurch, and was during Bishop Moore's life the vestryman to whom he 
referred most frequently for council. And yet he was for a long time 

* Colonel William Brokenbrougb 11'88 a ward of Colollel Tayloe. 
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beset with skeptical opinion&, aDd often lamented to me the difficulty of 
eradicating them. They were the result of the early teachings of MI'. 
Ogilvie, who did so much injury to the youth of Virginia. Mr. Austia 
Brokenbrough speaU of this gentleman in his diary as one with whom he 
became acquainted in England. How he came to Virginia I am unable 
to say, but he became a teacher in Tappahannock, and Dr. Brokenbrough 
either was his pupil, or heard those infidel lectures which he delivered 
in various parts of Virginia and which mined so many of her young 
men. I have reason to believe that these unhappy doubts ceased to 
ctiaturb the mind of Dr. Brokenbrough, aDd trust that he died in the trae 
faith of the Christian. 

TO J'AMTLSBOY J'AMILY, NOW BPBLLK!) J'AUNTLBBOY. 

This is a very aDoient aDd numerous family of Virginia. The Dame is 
often found in the old vestry-boob. I have not been able to get any 
genealogical account of it, but Henning's "Statutes at Large" make8 
frequent mention of Major Mocre FaDtleroy at a very early period, and I 
have recently received a document of some interest, dated 1651, in whioh 
he is one of the chief parties, which I shall present to the reader. Major 
FaDtleroy lived in the Northern Neck, and kept the Indians in that regiOD 
in order by his military talents. In the year 1651 he purchased a large tract 
of land from one of the tribes, as the following contract shows:-

At a maohoomaooi held the 4th of April, 1651, at RappabaDnock,-Aooo
patough, WionaDce, Toskicough, Coharneittary, Paoauta, MamogaeitaD, 
Opathittara, Cakarell James, Minniacousugh, Kintassa-haor. 

To all people to whom these presents shall come, both English and 
Indios, know ye that I, Aocopatough, the right-bom aDd true king of 
the Indians of Rappahannock Town and Townes, and of all the land thereto 
belonging, do hereby, for aDd in consideration of ten fathom of peake aDd 
gooda, amounting to thirty armK -length of Rohonoke already in haDd 
received, and for the love aDd atrection whioh I the king, and all my men, 
do bear unto my loving friend aDd brother, Moor Fantleroy, who ia 
likewise now immediately to go with me unto Pasbyhaies unto the gover
nor, aDd safely to convey me and my men back again hither unto Rappa
hannock, for whioh and in consideration thereof I do hereby bargain aDd 
sell, give, grant, and confirm, and by this present indenture have bar
gained. sold, given, granted, conveyed, aDd fully confirmed unto the said 
FaDtleroy, his heirs aDd assigns forever, a certain p'oell of land situate, 
lying, aDd being in two necb on the north side of Rappahannock Creek, 
beginning for breadth at the southernmost branch or oreek of Macaugh
tions bay or rnn, and so up along by the side of the said river of Rappa
haDnock, unto a great oreek or river whioh rnn-Totosha or Tanks Rappahan. 
nock Town; for length extending easterly with its full breadth unto the 
bounds of the Potowmaok River at the uttermost bounds of my land. To 
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have, hold, and enjoy all and singular the aforesaid lands and waten, witll 
all and every part and paroel thereof, lying and being as aforesaid, unto 
the said Fantleroy, his hem, executon, administraton, and assigns for. 
ever, 80 long 88 the sun and moon endureth, with all the appurtenanCM, 
right., liberties, commodities, and profit. what.oever thereunto belonging, 
in as full and 88 ample manner 88 ever I, the said king, or any of my 
predecesson, ever had or could have had, by for me. My hein and SUG

cesson fullyasauring the said Fantleroy, his hein and assigns, forever peace
ably and quietly to enjoy all and every part and paroel of the said land 
without any manner of lett, 108868, molestatioDS, or disturbance wha~ 
aoever proceeding from me or any Indian or Indians whatsoever, now or 
hereafter, mayor shall belong unto me or any of my hein, assigns, or 
eucoesson, hereby giving unto my said brother full power, leave, lioense, 
and anthority to punish, oorreot, beat, .or kill any Indian or Indians 
whaUoever, which shall contrary to the intent of this my act and deed 
presume to molest, harm, or ofFer any manner of harm, wrong, injury, or 
violence upon the said land, or any part of it, unto the said Fantleroy, his 
heir&, executon, administraton, or assigns, or any whomsoever he or they 
.ball seat, place, or put upon any part or paroel of the abovesaid land 
hereby given, and granted, and alienated as aforesaid. In witness whereof, 
and to the true and full intent and meaning is hereof, with a full knowledge 
and understanding of this present act and deed, I, the said king, in the 
presence of my said great men and diven othen of my Indians, have 
hereunto signed and sealed, the fourth day of April, one thousand six hun
dred and fifty-one. Signed, sealed, and possession given by tree and turf, 

AoooPATOUGB, (SBAL.) 

JOBN EooBOOMBE, • NATBA BATSON, 

ALUANDEB CAMPLEB, FuNo: MUSH. 

This eleventh of May, one thousand six hundred and fifty-one, we, 
Touweren, the great King of Rappahannock and Moratoerin, do hereby 
fully ratify and confirm the above said act and deed unto our loving 
brother Fantleroy, his hein and assigns. Witness our hand and seals the 
day above written. 

Witnesses: 
WILLIAM FOOTE, 

FuN. MABsB, 
NATBA. BATSON 

(A copy.) (T8Ite.) 

TOUWBUN, 

(SBAL.) 
MAOBA.MA.p 

(SBAL.) 

WILSON ALL.N, C. G. C. 

Oolonel Fantleroy was probably a man of high and fearless temper. It is 
on record that on a oertain OC'C88ion, when he was a member of the H01U8 

of BurgeIIII8I, 80mething occulTAd which greatly displeased him, and led 
to nch strong denunciation of the Aasembly that he 1t'&8 expelled for 
ill8Ulting ita memben. On the following moming, however, he was 
reinstated. 
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The following extract from a communication from Dr. Henry Fauat Le 
Roy, of Naylor's Hole, Richmond county, furnished at my requed, • 
added to what baa been said about the Faunt Le Roys. 

The family is of French origin. After their increase they became dis
persed, and, from what I can gather, had something to do with the straggle. 
between the Catholics and Huguenots or French Protestants. Some remained 
in their native land, some croaaed the Channel, and one came to America 
and settled in Virginia at an early period. The last-named, Moore Faunt 
Le Roy, purohased from the aborigines a very large tract of land on the 
Rappahannock River, above and below the creek of the 88me name. aDd 
located. How many children he had, I know not. The only written 
record which I have is in an old family Bible, in which appears the name 
of my great-grandfather, whose name was William. He was bora in 
1684, was married to Apphia Bushrod, had three sons and BeTen 
daughtera, and died in 1757. The SODS were William, Mocre, and John. 
The first-named was my grandfather, and was born in 1713 and died in 
1793. The second was bom in 1716; death not mentioned. Hia 
ohildren moved from the Northern Neck to King and Queen, where their 
descendants now live. The third was bom in 1724: when he died • 
not mentioned. My grandfather (who was called Colonel William Faunt 
Le Roy) was twice married. By the fim wife he had one daughter, 
(Elizabeth,) who became the wife of Mr. Adams, of James River, after 
having refused her hand to General George Washington. By his IIeCOnd 
union (with Miss Murdock) he had seven sons and three daughtera. One 
married Colonel Turner, near Leedstown, auother Mr. Carter, of Am
herat; a third died single. The eldest two of the lIOns (William and Mocre) 
18 was customary in the good old days of the aristocracy, received the 
pteat share of attention, and, in accordance with the usages of the 
..imes, were sent to Europe (home, as it was then called) to be educated. 
fhey were medical students at Edinburgh and Aberdeen,-one fourteen 
and the other seven yeara. William died BOCn after his return. Moore 
lived for some time after his retum in Tappahannock, Essex oounty. 
On account of bad health, he did not do much profe88ionally. He died 
in Charleston, S. C., in 1802, at the house of tbe Rev. Wm. Wilson Henry. 
rhe youngest son but my father was very chivalrous in charact~r, enlisted 
o the Revolutionary army, and became a favourite with the commander. 

·n-chief. He was killed in the battle of Monmouth, N.J., in June, 1777, 
on the anniverBBry of his natal day, aged twenty-one yeara. )Iy father 
(Robert) was bom in 1758, and was married to Sarah Ball, a daughter of 
Colonel James Ball, of Lancaster county, and had five children. His life WII 

marked by a great non-conformity to the world, which made him offensive 
to some who did not underatsnd him, but by those who knew him and 
his motives he was highly esteemed and dnly appreciated. He embraced 
religion in 1806, and was a Christian in the Scripture sense of the word 
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Be died, peaoefal aDd hapP1, on the 29th of October, 1882. Bia lM& 
"orda were, "I WaDt to die; come, Lord J f!IIJU8," and he entered into hil 
reA "Hark the perfect mao, aDd behold the upright, for the end of 
:.hat mao ia peace." 

[t would seem from the foregoing, aDd from what may be read in my 
notice of Mr. Edward Ambler and hia wife, aDd what Mr. Irving aDd other 
writers have conjectured concerning MiM Grymes, of Middlesex, aDd per
haps one other lady in the laud, that General W uhington in hia earlier 
days waS not a favourite with the ladies. If the family tradition reepeot
iog hia repeated rejections be true,-for whioh I would not vouoh,-it may 
be accounted for in several ways. He may have been too modest and dif. 
fident a young mao to interest the ladies, or he was too poor at that time, 
or he had not received a college or univenit)' education in England or 
Virginia, or, 88 ia moat probable, God had reserved him for greater thiDgB, 
-was training him up in the camp for the defenOG of hia country. Aa 
early marriage might have been injurions to hia future usefuln8IL 

No. xvm. 

[TID following extract from a letter of Mr. William B. Beverley, of 
Blaudfield, Eaaex county, Virginia, ia all I have received concerning thiJ 
widely-utended family. The reference made to what ia said in Hen. 
ning's "8tatut.ea at Large" ia well worthy of attention.] 

DuB 8m :-10 replying to your letter from Tappahannock, I am IKft1 
to have to .y to you that I am in poeseasion of no papen that CaD be 
useful to you in your notioee relative to the ehuroh, &0. in Virginia. I 
have always undentood that my anoeston were attached to the Prot.eatant 
Episcopal Ohurch from their fiJ'8t settlement in thia Dew ~orld. They 
were all well-educated men, and all business-men, generally filling publio 
oftioee down to the Revolution. It ia highly probable my grandfather
who died in April, 1800, and who, I W88 told, was a regular attendant at 
aDd supporter of the ohurch of whioh Parson Matthews W88 the pastor
did leave papers that might have been useful to you. But in the divi
Ilion of hia estate hia library and papen not on business were divided. out 
among hia maoy IODS, aDd, no doubt, like the other property lett them, 
eoattered to the four winds. My unole, Outer Beverley, qualified firn .. 
his executor, and so took all papen on business-and, it ia probable, 

VOL.1I.-81 
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.... ,..... &0" Iaome in &a1mtoD, aDd, lie told me," ""'9 tW.c 
f1l the kind bl the baming up of .. hoaae. 

Hl father, Boberl BeYerl8)", muried Hi. .Jue Tap-, f1l J(0IIDi ADJ, 
Biohmoad coon9. H, gruadfa&her, Roben BeTerIeJ, ..med )(ill 

Haria Caner, of Sabine HalL H, great-gnmdfaiher, William Be"_I&), 
DWried Hi. Eliubeth BlaDcI,-the siMer, I have heard, of &be .w.. 
piahed ColooeI Bichard BIaDcI, of &he BevoluUoa. Hy ~ 
puulfilther, Boben BeYerley, (the hiatoriaD,) ..med Hi. -- Bpd, 
of WeetoTer, I have heard. His fa&her--&be &nt of the DUDe in aM 
Colony of Virginia-eettled at .Jameato1rD Uo1K the y .. 1660, aad m. 
tbeace moTed &0 Hiddleeell: coon9. He ... a long time Clerk of the 
Houe of ~ a lawyer by profeEoo, ad a prominen& IIC&or ia 
Buon'. Bebe11ioD, CODUD&Dding, I think, the King's &roops .. major. I 
uve DeTer heard the DUDe of the lady he married in HuD, EagIaad. I 
have heard abe "., the danghter of a mercham of tha& &owa.. He 
bIOaght her &0 V"ugiDia with him. For a more panieaJar IICCOUDt of tIUa 
individual I must Nf'er you &0 the third volume of HeDDing's" Sta ..... 
at Large," from page 6011 &0 the end. You will there Bee an a11th __ 
IOOOUDt of aome of his BerTicee and peraecmtiODB. Yon will &lao bel 
in vol. mi. of the aame work, page 127, an aM which gives, I .,. 
same, the ouly mae aoocnmt of the male bruach of the famill DOW 

utaDt: the act ... obtained by my gruadfather for the pDI'pOII8 of 
changing aD erattJil from aD estate in Dryadale pariah, King aDd Qaeea 
00UD9, (where the hiatoriaD lived and died,) &0 ODe of more nlue ia 
CaJpepper. 

I am torrJ I haTe nothing more in&ereating &0 comm1lDioa&e. 
With mnch respect, yoar ob't aerw't, 

WK. B. Bavar.n. 

No. XIX. 

[TID foUcnriDg communication concerning two famili. whole ...
are to be Been on the old vestry-boob hu been sent me by one of the 
deaoendanta. ] 

Hr. Jam. Phillips (IOmetim. spelled Philipps) ... a native of the 
Sonth of Wala He came to this CODntry early in the eighteenth oental'J, 
aDd aettled in that part of Virginia known II the oounty of StafFord. He 
manied • Mila Grimn. Oolonel William Phillips, their only child, WII 
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born about the y.., 1746, 1t'88 High-Sheriff of Stafford, and died a.bo1B 
the year 1797. ColoDel William Phillips married Miss Elizabeth Fowke, a 
daughter of Gerard Fowke, Esq., and Miss Elizabeth Dinwiddie, (MiM 
Dinwiddie waa a daughter of Mr. Lawrence Dinwiddie, Provost of Glasgow, 
Scotland, aDd was a niece of Bobert Dinwiddie, Governor of Virginia,) 
by whom he had twelve children, six of whom are now li":ng, the eldest 
of those living (Ml'8. Jones) beiDg eighty-three, and the ,oungut (Colr 
Del William Fowke Phillips) being sixty-two, years of age. Colonel Wil
liam Fowke Phillips married his cousin, Sarah Edith Cannon, of Prince 
William county, Virginia, by whom he had seven children,-Laura and 
Mary Caroline, (now dead,) William Fowke, Jr., Laura E. S., (married to 
Mr. Wm. B. Carr, of Loudon county, Virginia,) Dinwiddie Brazier, (mar
ried Miss NaDnie F., daughter of William Walden, Esq., of Rapp county, 
Virginia,) Virginia Edith, and Boberta Gustavia. Colonel Gerard Fowke 
1t'88 the first of his name who came to this country. He was Colonel in 
the British army, aDd Gentleman of Privy Chamber to Charles I. He 
eame to Virginia about the time that his unfortunate monarch 1t'88 be
headed. One of his IOns settled in MarylaDd. His IOn, Chandler 
Fowke, Esq., settled iD King George county, Virginia. He had three 
IODS,-Chandler, Gerard, and Richard. Chandler married a MiBB Har
rieon, Gerard married a Miss Dinwiddie, and Richard married a MiBB 
Bumbary. Their sister, Elisabeth Fo.ke, married a Mr. Z. Brazier, (IOn 
of Bobert Brazier, of Isle of Thanet, Kent county, EnglaDd.) ChaDdler, 
the eldest of the children, had three 8ODB,-via.: William, John, and 
Thomas. William married his first-c.'ousin, Jenny Fowke, of Maryland, 
aDd John went to the South with his sister Jenny. 

Mr. Gerard Fowke (the seooDd brother) had issue also,-Chandler and 
Roger, who went South, Gerard, William, (William married a Miss Brc
Baugh,) Bobert Dinwiddie, (Bobert Dinwiddie married a Miss Peachy,) 
Elizabeth, (who married Colonel William Phillips, of Stafford,) and aD
other daughter, (who married a Mr. Johnston, who resided in Kentucky.) 
Richard Fowke, Esq. died in the army. He also left a family. 

Elizabeth Brazier had a daughter,-8arah Harrison Brazier. She 
married Mr. John CaDnon, IOn of Mr. L. CaDnon, of Ireland. Theyleft 
four children,-Grandison, (now dead,) Elizabeth, {dead,) and Sarah 
Edith, who married Colonel William Fowke Phillips, the present Auditor 
of Treasury for the Post-Oftice Department. She is now desd also. 

Most of those named in this short and in lOme respects deficient hia
tory were memben of the EDglish and Episcopal Churches. Of the 
othen, two were memben of the Methodist Episcopal Church, aDd lOme 
lew were Dot commwoaats ill aD)'. 
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No. xx. 
FuBTBD .um MOU 400u&A.D Ixl'OaJlATlolf OOlfODlQlfG POBlOlt 

CBUBOB. 

[M&. .ALruD Moss, the present clerk of Fairfax oouaty, hanng ouefallJ 
namined all ita reoords, furnishes me with the following statement. The 
ohurch at Pohiok must have been completed iD the year 1772, since a 
oenain Bomber of ita pews were BOld in that year by order of the v88Vy. 
A copy of ODe of the deeds it presented to the reader as probably the firai 
of the kind ever executed in Virginia. I have met with no hint of any 
Roh thing in all my reeearohea. The example was in a measure followed, a 
year or two after, in Chriat Church, AleDlldria, as has been already natecl. 
It appears from the court-recorda that General Washington was vestryman in 
1768. George Muon was elected fint in 1749. Some objeotion was mado 
to him on the ground that he was not a resident in the pariah, but it did 
not avail. The Rev. Charles Green was the minister from 1738 until his 
death in 1765. He came from Ireland, and in his will recommended hia 
wife to return thither. They do not appear to have had ohildren. Mr. Mo. 
informs me that Payne's Church must have been built some time before 
Pohiok, as there is an old man now living in the neighbourhood who ia 
ninety-nine yean old and who was baptised in it.] 

This indenture, made the twenty-fonrt.h day of February, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-four, between the 
vestry of Truro parish, in the county of Fairfa:r:, of the one part, and 
Daniel MoCarty, of the same pariah and county, gentleman, of the other 
part: whereas, the said vestry did, on the fifth day of June, in the year 
1772, order sundry pews in the new church on the upper side of Pohiok 
to be sold, at the laying of the next parish levy, to the highest bidder for 
the benefit of the parish, pursuant to which order the said pews were sold 
accordingly by the vestry at the laying of the said nut pariah levy, on the 
20th day of November, in the same year; and the said Daniel McCarty, 
party to these presents, then purchued one certain pew in the said ohurch 
for the price of fifteen pounds ten shillings current money,-to wit: the 
pew numbered 14, situate on the north side of the said church, and ad
joining the north wall and the rector's pew, being the second pew above 
the pulpit, as by the prooeedings and records of the said vestry, reference 
being thereunto had, may more fully and at large appear. Now this in
denture witnesseth that the said vestry, for and in consideration of the 
said snm of fifteen pounds ten shillings ourrent money, to them in hand 
paid, for the use of the said pariah, by the said Daniel McCarty, before 
the sealing and delivery of these preaenta, the receipt whereof is hereby 
oonfeued and acknowledged, have granted, bargained, and sold, aliened 
aad oodrmed. and by these preaenta do grant, bargain, and sell, alien ancI 

Digitized by Google 



APPBNDIX. 4M 

eoDfirm, unto the aaid Daniel MoOarty, the said \)8w in the said new 
churoh lately built on the upper side of P(lhick, in the aaid pariah of Truro 
and county aforesaid, numbered and situated as above mentioned, to have 
and to hold the aid pew above deaoribed unto the said Daniel McCarty, 
his heirs and 888igna, to the only proper UII8 and behoof of him, the said 
Daniel McCarty, his hem and usigna forever. And the said vestry, for 
themselves and their 8UCC8880rs, (vestrymen of Truro parish,) do covenan' 
and grant to and with the said Daniel McCarty, his heirs and _gus, that 
he, the said Daniel McCarty, his hem and aasigus, shall, and may forev6l' 
hereafter, peaceably and quietly have, hold, and enjoy the said pew above 
mentioned and deaoribed, withont the lawful let, hindrance, interruption, 
or molestation of any person or persons whatsoever. In witness whereof 
the vestry now present (being a majority of the members) have here-
1IDto let their haacls and atized their seals the day and year fint above 
written. 

8igDed, _ed, and WK. P ADlI, 

deliveiedin$hepre- JOB BABBY, 
I8Dce of JOKN GUNNELL, 

G. MA80N, 

Gm. W ASBINGTON, 

.ALl:x. BBNDBBION, 

F. ELLzu, 
TKOS. WITDB8 00...., 
TKOS. FORD, 

J. A. W AGlIN., 

MAaTIN OooUlJU. 

{

WK. Ta.IPLJIft, 

TKoIIAS TaIPr.m-r • 

.At $he close of this deed is a receipt to Mr. McCarty for Mteen poDda 
&en ahillingB, the price of the pew. General Washington's pew in Ohria 
UIuaeh, Alexandria, colt thirty-aix pouncls ten Shi11iD~ 
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Bo. XXL 

To IRICBIPI'IOK OK OoIOlI88.laY BL.lm'8 TOIlB8'1'ONa IX 'rD OLD 
GBA.ft1'.lBD .AT JAID8TOWK, nBlmJlDD BY Ma. HUGR BL.UB 
GRIGSBY, A DEACENDANT 01' OOMMISSARY BLAIR'S BROTIID. 

My DUlL 8IB:-I .nd ,. the iDIoriptioD OD the doDe of the old Com
miaary in as perfect condition as I ooald prooare it. I &lao lend a traM
lation, filling the blanks and chums with my own knowledge of the 
eYenta of the Oommiaeary's life. If you look oritically at the Latin and 
at my paraphrase, you wiI1 peroeive that I have rarely missed the mark. 
ODe thing it is proper to say. In the line" Eyangeli-Preounia" then 
may be • mistake of the transcriber. If the word "Preoonis" be conec&, 
then it is figurative, and means to compare the Oommissary with Joba 
the Baptist. But I think the word "Preoonis" is wrong, and wu written 
"Diaconi," "Deacon," as the .umber o/gear, shows that it wu in his 
combined oharacter of Evangelist, Deacon, and Priest, to whioh aIluiOD 
is made; that is, to his whole ministerial services, whioh were precisely 
fifty-eight yean. 

To another topio I would invite your attention. The conoluding lin_ 
in which theology is mentioned are imperfeot, and cannot convey the 
euot meaning intended, and 80 I traoslate them as referring to piou 
youth who may seek inatruotion in sacred things; but they certainly lead 
us to suspect that the good old man left his books to tMological studenta 
til a clGII, and that he had in view to endow by his will an eooIesiutical 
professonhip. His will in the OIerk's Office, and the statute or order of 
the faculty accepting his books, would ascertain the fact. 

I wish the remains of the Oommissary could be removed to the chapel 
of the Oollege, and there, with appropriate services, deposited beneatl. 
the chancel. 

With aft'ectionate regards, I am, as ever, reverently and t'aithfully ;J01I1'I, 
HUGH B. GRIGSBY. 

BISHOP MEADB. 

H. S. E. (Hic sepultus est) 
Vir Beverendus et Honorabilis 

JAOOBUS BLAIR, A.M. 
In Scotia natus, 

Ia A.cademia Edinburgensi nutritus, 
Primo A.ngliam deinde Virginiam 

venit: 
In qua parte tenarum 

Ann08 LVIII. Evangeli, Preconw 
LIV.Oommissarii 

Gulielmi et Mari8e Praidia, 
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• Britannia Prinoipum 
Consiliarii 

Conoilii PneaidiA, 
Oolonia Prefeoti, 
munera sustinuit : 

ornavit 
um oris venusti Deou, 

.. hUm sine (1) hoepitall 
munifioent 

issimo egenis largo. 
omnibus comi 

IlUperavit. 
Oollegio bene diveram 

fundaverai 
8D8 Bibliotheoam suam 

id a1endum Theologia studiOl1Ull 
juveatutem pauperiorem iustitueDdaa 

Tesamento legavit 
Cal. Maii in die* 

MDCCXLllI 
IBfat: LXXXVm 
am desideratissimi 

Benis Laudem 
ill nepotibus oommendabunt 
pene marmore perenniora. 

Here lies buried 
The Ueverend and the Honourable 

James Blair, A.M., 

..... 

who W88 born in Scotland, w8a educated in the College of Eclinbulgh, 
and emigrated to England, and thenoe to Virginia, in whioh Colony 
he spent fifty-eighi yean as an Evangelist, Deacon, and Priest of the 

* The word "Haii" muat be a miatake of the gentlemen who vanaoribed one at 
&he fragmentary iDaoriptiODB from whioh I have made out the aboYe skeleton. Dr. 
Blair died, I belieTe, ou the 8d of August, 1748. Some of the worda, apparently 
perfect in m1 notes, are oertainly wrong; but I have done the work .. thoroughl7 
.. my materiala will allow me. The two transcripte before me were made, one ot 
them by the BeT. George W. MoPhaIl, of Easton, Pa., the other by William Lamb, 
Esq., ot Norfolk. I have made a traDalation, lUling up the ohlUJlDl with m1 own 
nggeeti.oDII; and ] teel oonident that, however muoh we may regret the 1081 ot 
the inIIoription .. a whole, and however unable we may be to judge of it .. a work 
ot tute in ita Pl'8l8llt dilapidated state, I have incorporated every important senti
aent which it contained in the traDSoript whioh I send 10U on the opposite leaf 
I am uhamed to 8&1 that I have loet-or, rather, put too carefully awa,-the tras
menta ot the inscription whioh you transmitted to me. 
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\iDlIftIh of Bagland, aDd lfty-f01ll' 1eaI8 .. Qommi.u:J of the Bishop 01 
LoDdoD. 

Be ".. the "FOUDder aDd tnt Preeident of William and Mary College, 
a member of the Ooanoil, aDd, subaequeDtly, ita President; and, as mob, 
in the abeeDoe of the repreaentative of the KiDg, the Governor of the 
OoIony. 

Be 81J8taiDed hia vaftOU otlice8 with the approbation of hia fellow-m-, 
while he ill1llkated ill 011 iife thoee graoee which adom the Chriatiaa 
oharacter. 

Be had a handeome persoD, aDd in the family oirole blended obeerfaJ
D_ with piety. 

Be ".. a generoaa frieDd of the poor, aDd w .. prompt in lending .. 
..... ce to a1lwho Deeded it. 

Be was a liberal beDefaosor of the College dmDg hia life; aDd, at hie 
death, bequeathed to it hia library, with the hope that hia boob-whioll 
were moetly religioua-might lead the studeDt to thOle things that par-
tain to salvatiOD. . 

Be died OD the - oay of the CaleDds of May, [August, rather,] in the 
year 17", aged etghty-eight yean, exhibiting to the lut thOle graces 
whioh make old age lovely, aDd lamented by all, eapeoially by hia Dephen, 
who haTe reared this atoDe to commemorate thoee virtues whiob will IODI 
IUl'Vive the marble that reoo!da them. 

No. XXIL 

BPuooPAL BIGII boor.. 

TIIIa iDatitution, the diooeean aohool for boys, is aitaa&ed a& Howard, 
m Fairfu: COUDty, three miles west of AleDDdria, aDd within • quarter 
of. mile of the Theological Seminary. The situatiOD is perfd,. health,. 
at all 8eB8OD8 of the year, and from ita elevation oommands a beautifol new 
of the Potomac, the oities of the District of Columbia, aDd the surround
iIJg country for many miles. The play-grounds are extensive aDd .domed 
with trees of innting shade. They are immediately adjoining the aohool, 
aDd with the aelds of the enoloeur6 (oon~ning about seveDty &01'88) afFord 
ample room for exeroiae and recreation. The Potomac and other emaD 
streams in the Deighbo1ll'hood famish opportaDities for bathing and aka&ing. 
The buildings, erected expreaaly for the purpoeea of the achool, are large, 
famished with every convenience for the wanta of the students, aDd 
capable of accommodating about eighty boys. 

The object of the Church in establishing the Bigh School was to pronde 
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aD Institution of learu.ing, where youth could be thoroughly educated on 
Ohristian principles, and where their monla aud habits could be presened 
from the dangers of evilll8llOOiation. Students caD here fully complete their 
ltudies j or they can be prepared for advauoed classes-the junior aud 
lleniol'-tlt auy of the colleges or universities of the country j or be fitted 
to enter upon the study of a profession or the active busine118 of life 
During their en~ire course, the moat wholesome moral and religious influ
ences are sought to be exercised over them. 

It is a fixed and unvarying rule, that every branch taught at the school 
is to be studied faithfully and well. To eft'ect this object, every eft'ort is 
made to iusure ability aud faithfulness on the part of the instruotors and 
diligence and improvement on the part of the 8Oholars. Great paius are 
taken, by the internal regulations of the 8Ohcol, in each partioular depart
ment, to train the students to habits of method, neatness, and punctuality, 
10 important in every business or profession and so indispensable to the 
comfort aud convenienoe of individuals. 

Education of the mind, however, and the formation of business-habits, 
are by no meaua the sole or most important aim of the 8Ohool. Whilst 
th!llle receive oonstant aud proper attention, it is at all times borne in mind 
that the morals aud the mauners of the Itude'Dts are by no meaua to be 
neglected. 

To make mere scholars or uact men of business is not the sole duty of 
the Christian teacher. He has much nobler ends in view. No exertions 
are to be spared to aeoure those just named j but at the same time he is to 
be diligent to bring those intrusted to his care under the influence of re
ligious prinoiple. He is not only to labour to make them useful men, but, 
so far as in him lies, he is to endeavour to make them Christian gentle
men,--gentlemen as well in feelings aud principles as in outward conduot 
aDd manners. 

For thelle important ends the 8Ohool was established by the trustees of 
the Theological Seminary, in 1889, in obedienoe to a resolution of the 
Diooeaan Convention, and placed under the care of the Rev. William N. 
Pendleton, who opened it in Ootober of that year. The number of pupils 
lOOn became large j aud, besides superior intellectual training, the blessings 
of divine grace were very riohly bestowed upon them, about forty having 
an the first few years made a creditable profession of religion, aud some of 
these having afterward entered the ministry of the Churoh. This pros
perity continued until the years 1843-44, when, chiefly through a general 
pecuniary embarrassment, which injured almost every literary institution 
in the country and ruined some, it became neoeaaary to olose the High 
School for one year. 

In the fall of 1845 it was reopened by the Rev. E. A. Dalrymple, who 
ad been appointed its rector at the Convention in May preceding, and 
whose energy and skill, under the blessing of a good Providenoe, lOOn 
.eetored it to its former prosperity Alter a most laborious devotion to 
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.. clatIKw for about I18ven yean, the failure uf his health ooutrailled Jw. 
to resign, leaving the iDStitution in a condition promising permaaeat 
1U00CB. In the IUlDmer of 1852, the Rev. John P. McGuire, ita PreaeDt 
rector, was appointed his lUaoeBIOr, and ia now nearly at the cloae of his 
fifth lIt!IIBion. The number of pupila-between aeventy and eigbty--il 
about what it baa been for years j it ia still among the very first as aD 

iD8titution of learning j the fruita of grace are still gathered to an ellooa
raging extent, some tweDty haviDg been added to the ComDl1lDion of the 
Church during the lut lIfJIIIIion, and others now expecting soon to be COIl

lrmed,-th1l8 in the higheet 88D118 aooompliahiDg the P1llJlO88 for which 
&he Iohool .... originally eMabliahed. 

No. XXIIL 

I'UBTIDB STA'BJOIITB OONOEBIUNG TO Ru.J:GIOUS CBAJLA.arD O. 

WASHINGTON AKD TBI: QuJ:sTION WBII:TBD 0 WAS A COKKUNlCAlI'f 

OBNOT. 

ExTBAO'l' from a letter of the Rev. Dr. Berrian, of New York, to Mra. 
Jane Washington, of Mount Vernon, in aD8wer to lOme inquiries about 
General Washington during his residence in New York as President of 
the United Btates :-

" About a fortnight aiDce I wae administering the Communion to a sick 
daughter of Major Popham, and, after the Be"ice wae over, happening to 
speak on this IUbject, I wae greatly rejoiced to obtain the informatioo 
which you 80 earnestly desired. 

"Major Popham Be"ed under General Washington during the Revolu
tionary War, and I believe he wae brought as near to him as their difference 
.,f rank would admit, being himaelf a man of great respectability, and 
connected by marriage with the Morrises, one of the first families in the 
country. He baa still an erect and military air, and a body but little 
broken at his advanced age. Hia memory does not seem to be impaired 
nor his mind to be enfeebled." 

To the above I CaD add my own testimony, having in difFerent_Y' 
become acquainted with the oharacter of Major Popham, and having 
rieited him aboot the same time mentioned by Dr. Berrian. 

Ikwwjrom Major Pop1w.m'. Letter to Mr •• JaM WcuAingtoa 
Na" YORK, March 14, 1889. 

My DUB MADAM :-You will donbtless be not a little surprised at reo 
ceiving a letter from an individua! whose name may poesibly never have 
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"88Ched you j but an accidental circumrstance baa given me the ez.tIaDe 
pleuure of introducing myself to your notice. In a conversation with the 
Rev. Dr. Berrian a few days since, he informed me that he had latelypaid 
a visit to Mount Vernon, and that Mrs. Washington had expressed a wish 
to have a doubt removed from her mind, which had long oppressed her, 
&8 to the ,ertaintyof the General's having attended the Communion while 
residing in the city of New York subsequent to the Revolution. As nearly 
all the remnants of those days are now sleeping with their fathers, it ia 
not very probable that at this late day an individual can be found who 
could satisfy this pious wish of your virtuous heart, except the writer. It 
was my great good fortune to have attended St. Paul's Church in this oity 
with the General during the whole period of hia residence in New York 
as President of the United States. The pew of Chief.Justice Morris was 
situated next to that of the President, close to whom I constantly sat in 
Judge Morris' s pew, and I am as confident as a memory now labouring under 
the pressure of fourscore years and seven can make me, that the President 
had more than once-I believe I may say often-attended at the sacra
mental table, at whioh I had the privilege and happiness to kneel with 
him. And I am aided in my U80ciatiODs by my elder daughter, who Ilia
tinotly recolleote her grsndmamma-Mra. Morria--often mention that fad 
with great pleuure. Indeed, I am further confirmed in my assurance 1Iy 
the perfect recollection of the President's uniform deportment during 
divine service in church. The steady seriousDe88 of his manner, the solemb, 
audible, but subdued tone of voice in which he read and repeated the 
resPOD8es, the Christian humility which overspread and adorned the native 
dignity of the saviour of his country, at once exhibited him a pattern to 
all who had the honour of &CCe88 to him. It was my good fortune, my 
dear madam, to have had frequent intercourse with him. It is my pride 
and bout to have Been him in various situations,-in the flush of victory, 
in the field and in the tent,-in the ohuroh and at the altar, always him
self, ever the same. 

£euer.from GtIMral LNiI, 0/ AaguattJ coumy, Yi'Y'Aia, to 1M Ref}. Mr 
Du.na, 0/ Ale:l:amlria. 

LII1fIITOWIf, December 1" 1866 . 
.RJ:VEUND AND Du& Sm:-When (some weeks ago) I had the pI .. 

IQre of seeing you in Alexaudria, and in our conversation the subject of the 
o religious opinions and character of General Washington was spoken of, I 

cpeated to you the substance of what I had heard from the late General 
Bobert Porterfield, of Augusta, and which at your request I promised to 
reduce to writing at some leisure moment and send to you. I proceed 
now to redeem the promise. Some short time before the death of General 
Porterfield, I made him a visit and spent a night at his house. He related 
many interesting facta that had occurred within his own observation in 
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•• war of the Bevoluuon, partioularly in the Jeney campaign and the 
encampment of the army at Valley Forge. He said that his oSicial dut} 
(being brigade-iupeotor) frequently bronght him in contactwith Genenl 
Washington. Upon one oocuion, lOme emergency (which he menuoned) 
induoed. him to diapeue with the 118118l formality, and he went directJyto 
General Washington's apartment, where he found him on hiB knees, en
gaged in his morning's devoUoDl. He laid that he ment.ioned the cir
O1UDI&aIloe to Genenl Hamilton, who replied that suoh was his constant 
habit. I remarked that I had lately heard Mr. -- say, on the authority 
of ltlr. -, that General Washington was subject to violent fits of passion, 
and that he then swore terribly. General Porterfield laid the oharge was 
&lee; that he had known General Washington personally for many years, 
had frequently been in his presence under very exoiting ciro1UD8tancee, 
Uld had never heard him swear an oath, or in any way to profane the 
name of God. "Tell Mr. -- from me," said he, "that he had much 
bet&er be reading hiB Bible than repeaug suoh slanders on the oharacter . 
of General Waahington. General Waahington," said he, "W88 a pioa 
man, and a memberofyonrChurch, [the Episcopal.] I aaw him myself on 
his knees receive .e Sacrament of the Lord's Supper in -- Church, in 
Philadelphia." He specified the time and place. My impression iB tlw 
Christ Church was the place, and Bishop White, as he afterward was, the 
minister. ThiB is, to the best of my recollection, an accurate statement 
of what I heard from General Porterfield on the subject. 

I am, sir, with great respect, very truly YOUlB, S. H. LxWIR 

[In relation to what iB said about the paroxysms of passion and terrible 
swearing of Genenl Waahington, we have IOmething very speoial to aay. 

We have heard of this many yeai'll since, and think we are able to trace 
it to its true IOUr08. 

The following extract from a late synopsis of General Washington's 
private letters to his seoretary,-Mr. Tobias Lear,-by the Hon. Riohard 
Rush, of Philadelphia, will throw lOme light on the subject:-] 

"An anecdote I derived from Colonel Lear shortly before his death in 
1816 may here be related, showing the height to which his [General 
Waahington's] paasion wonld rise, yet be controlled. It belongs to hiB 
domestio life whioh I am dealing with, having ooonrred under his OWD 

roof, whilst it marks publio feeiing the mOlt inteue and points to ihe 
moral of his life. I give it in Colonel Lear's words aa nearly aa I ou, 
having made a note of them at the time. 

Toward the 01018 of a winter's day in 1791, an oSioer in uniform WII 

I88n to dismount in front of the President's in Philadelphia, and, giving 
the bridle to his servant, knock at the door of his mansion. Learning 
from the porter that the President was at dinner, he aaid he was on public 
buineB8 and had despatche8 for the President. A eervaot wu II8Ilt in. 
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&he dining.room to give the information to Mr. Lear, who left the table 
and went into the hall, when the ofticer repeated what he had said. Mr. 
Lear replied that, as the Preeident's aeoretary, he "Would take ohlLrKe of 
the despatches and deliver them at the proper time. The officer made 
answer that he had jnat arrived from the Weatem army, and his orders 
were to deliver it with all promptitude, and to the President in pelIOn; 
but that he would wait his directions. Mr. Lear retumed, and in a whisper 
imparted to the President what had passed. General Washington roae 
from the table and went to the officer. He was back in a short time and 
made a word of apology for his absence, but no allusion tc the cause of it. 
He had company that day. Every thing went on as usual. Dinner over, 
the gentlemen paaaed into the drawing-room of Mrs. Washington, which 
was open in the evening. The General spoke courteously to every lady in 
the room, as was his custom. His hours were early, and by ten all the 
company had gone. Mrs. Washington and Mr. Lear remained. Soon Mrs. 
Washington left the room. The General now walked backward and for
ward slowly for some minutes without speaking. Then he sat down on • 
sofa by the fire, telling Mr. Lear to sit down. To this moment there had 
been no change in his manner sinoe his intermption at table. Mr. Lear 
now perceived emotion. This rising in him, he broke out suddenly :-" It'. 
all over 1 St. Olair's defeated,-routed; the officers nearly all killed, the 
men by wholesale; the rout complete. Too shocking to think of;-and • 
surprise into the bargain 1" He uttered all this with great vehemence. 
Then he paused, got up from the sofa, and walked about the room several 
tim .. , agitated, but saying nothing. Near the door he stopped short and 
stood 8till for a few seconds, when his wrath became terrible. "Yes," he 
burst forth, "here, on this very spot, I took leave of him. I wished him 
BUClOe8II and honour. 'You have your instructions,' I said, I from the Seoretary 
of War: I had a 8triot eye to them, and will add but one word,-beware 
of a surprise! I repeat it, beware of a surprise; you know how the Indiana 
fight 08.' He went off with that as my last solemn warning thrown intc 
his ears. And yet to suffer that army to be cut to pieoea, haoked, 
butchered, tomahawked, by a surpriae,-the very thing I guarded him 
again8t 1 0 God 1 0 God 1 he's worse than a murderer 1 How can he an- . 
ner it to hi. country 1 The blood of the alain is upon him,-the ourse of 
the widows and orphans,-the ourse of Heaven 1" This torrent came out 
in ton .. appalling. His very frame shook. "It was awful," said Mr. Lear. 
More than once he threw his handa up as he hurled imprecations upon St. 
Clair. Mr. Lear remained speechless, awed into breathleaa silence. The 
roaaed chief sat down on the sofa once more. He seemed con80ious of hit 
pI8IIion, and uncomfortable. He was ailent. His warmth beginning to 

beide, he at length said, in an altered voice, "This mm not go beyond 
this room." Another pause followed,-a longer one,-when he said, in I 
tone quite low, "General St. Clair shall have justice: I looked hastily 
thro1l@h the despatches, saw the whole disaster, but not all the particulan. 
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[ will receive him without displeasure; I will hear him without pftjuchoe, 
he shall have full justice." He was now (Mid Mr. Lear) perfectly calm. 
Half an hour had gone by. The storm was over; and no sign of it 1F88 

seen in his conduot or heard in his conversation. The whole case WIll 

investigated by Congress. St. Clair was exculpated, and regained the 
confidence Washington had in him when appointing him to command. He 
had put himself into the thiokeet of the fight, and escaped unhurt, though 
10 ill as to be carried on a litter and unable to monnt his horse without 
help. 

In relation to the above, let it be granted that ~Ir. Lear, (who did nut 
sympathize with General Washington's religious opinioDB,) after the lapse 
of more than twenty yean, retained an accurate recollection of all his 
worda, and that Mr. Rush fully understood them and trnly recorded them, 
as doubtless he did: yet what do they amonnt to 7 Is the exclamation "0 
God 1 0 God 1" under his aroused feeling, that swearing since imputed to 
him, but which from his youth np he had 10 emphatically condemned in 
his IOldiers as impious and ungentlemanly 7* 

If it be said that lOme doubt still rests on the question of General 
Washington's being a commnnicant, by reason of the teetimony of Bisbop 
White, as mentioned in a previous part of this book, such doubt may be 
removed in the following manner:-Here are two most respectable office1'8 
nnder General Washington, who teetify to the fact of having seen him 
commune in New York and Philadelphia. He may have communed in 
Philadelphia on lOme occasion and yet not been seen by Bishop White, who 
had the care of two or three ohurches, at whioh he officiated alternately in 
conjunction with one or more ministers. He may have retired, and doubt.
lees did, at other timee, and was seen by Bishop White. If it be asked h,ow 
we can reconoile this leaving of the ohnrch at any time of the celebration 
of the Lord's Supper with a religious chal'8oter, we reply by stating a well-

* The ReT. Dr. McGuire, of Freciericksblll'g, while preparing his volume on the 
Religious Opinions and Charaoter of Washington, having heard this reporl ema
nating from some of the enemies of Washington and too readily admitted by lOme 
of his friends, made a particular personal inquiry of Mr. Roberl Lewis, of Frede
ricksblll'g, and Mr. Laurence Lewis, of Woodlawn, two gentlemen as competent to 
know t·he private habits of Washington as any others in the land, They were 
nephews of General Washington. The former liVN in the family of Washington 
for lOme time as private secretary: the latter was his near neighbour, living on a 
farm given him by the General. Both of them wers men of the highest oharacter, 
and pious members of our Church, and both declared that &hey bad BeTer heard 
an oath from the lips of their uncle. To this testimony, and those of General 
Porterlield and Major Popham, is to be opposed that of Mr. Tobias Lear's aooount 
of one of Washington's paroxysms, as given above, and which, &coording to Jag 

own showing, was nevor to go beyond the room in which it ocourred. The testi
mony of one who had betrayed a saCred tru.t If Washington on another oooasiOIl 

oesides this should be received with doubt. 
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DOWD fact,-vis: that in former days there was a most mistaken notion, 
too prevalent both in England and .America, that it was not 80 n8Oell8UY 
in the profe88Ol8 of religion to oommUDioate at all times, but that in thia 
reapect peJlODS might be rega.lated by their feeliDga, and perhaps by the 
cireumatan~ in which they were placed. I have had occuion to see 
much of this in my researches into the habits of the members of the old 
Church of Virginia. Into this error of opinion and practice General 
Washington may have fallen, especially at a time when he was peculiarly 
engaged with the carea of government and a multiplicity of engagements, 
and when his piety may have aul'ered lOme lOll thereby. 

No. XXIV. 

To VmGINIA. ALJUNAOK. :roa THE YEAB 01' oua LoaD GoD 1776. 

The right Honourable John Earl of Dunmore, Governor • 

.Member. 0/ Au Jlajuty'i Oouncil. 
Honourable. 

Thomas Nelaon, Esqr., Preaid 
Richard Corbin, Esqr. 
William Byrd, Esqr. 

George William FairlU, Esqr. 
Ralph Wormley, jun., Esqr. 
Rev'd. John Camm. 

John Tayloe, Esqr. John Page, Esqr. 
Robert Carter, ~r. Gawin Corbin, Esqr. 
Bobert Burwell, Esqr. 

Grne7'flln" afld Viliton 0/ eM Oo1Jege. 

Nathaniel Burwell, Esqr., Rector. 
Hon. Thomas Nelson, Esqr. Thomas Nelson, jun., Eaqr., (after. 

" Richard Corbin, Esqr. wards General Nelaon). 
" Wm. Byrd, Esqr. Richard Bland, Esqr. 
,I John Page, jun., Esqr. Dudley Digges, Esqr. 
" Ralph W onnIey, Esqr. Charles Carter, Esqr., Corotomua. _ 

Rev. Jamee Maury Fontaine. Richard Randolph, ~ 
Bf.v. Thomas Field. John Blair, Esqr. 
Pevton Randolph, Esqr. Robert Beverley, Eaqr. 
Robert Carter Nioholas, Eaqr. Benjamin Harrison, Esqr. 
Maon Page, Esqr. 

The foregoing shows who were the leading peJlODS in the government 
of the State and College in the year 1776. The Mr. Nathaniel Burwell 
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who W88 reotor of the Oallege WIllI probably of Iale of Wight, and &Iae 
ancestor of many of that name. The Thomaa Nelson who WIllI Pmlid .. t 
of the Oouncil W88 one of the80Da of the first Thomaa Nelaon, uad 
uaally called Secretary Nelson, becaDSe generally Secretary of the 
Oolony. His brother William, who WIS generally President of u. 
Couon, being now dead, TholllM nooeeded to his office u PresideDt. 

No. XXV. 

BLISSLAND PABlSR, NEW KBXT CoUNTY. 

SmOK the lrat edition of this book I have received a tiagmeot of the 
vestry-book of this pariah, beginning in the year 1721, and ending in 1786 
During this period of sixty-five years, there were only three ministers: tho 
Rev. Daniel Taylor, who continued from 1721 to 1729; the Rev. OhiokerleJ 
Thacker, from 1729 to 1763; the Rev. Price Davies, from 1763 to 1786 
Their continuance io office for such periods speaks well for their charac 
ter. The Rev. Mr. Davies W88 one selected by the House of Burgeaaea 
to take part in the services at Williamsburg, at the beginning of 0111 
Revolutionary straggle,-which indicates his patriotic principles. The 
services of the ministers of this pariah are nppoaed to have boon divided 
between Warren Ohuroh, 80 called from the swamp of that name about 
ten miles below New Kent 001lJt..HoDSe, whioh baa entirely disappeared, 
and Hickory Neck Ohurch, in James Oity county, whioh is still stand· 
ing, though not DSed by Epiacopaliana. We hear of lOme movement 
towards the re-eatablishment of Episcopal worship there. It is about 
ten miles distant from Williamsburg, and W'U 80metimes visited by 
Bishop Madison. Eltham, the seat of the Bassetti, in New Keot, W88 

within this pariah, and the Honourable Burwell Buaett, 88 well as 
his father, William Buaett, were long the vestrymen of it. The follow
iog is a list of the names of the vestrymen from 1721 to 1786:-Bassett, 
Thomton, Slater, Oo~, Morris, Richardson, Alderley, Armstead, Keeling, 
Holdcroft, Kooney, Hockaday, Doran, Williams, Woodward, DicDon, 
Allen; Maokain, Sherman, Olongh, Henley, RadolifFe, Terrel, James, 
Hogg, Power, Goddin, Macon, Dandridge, Hankin, Prince, Rnaaell, Tim
berlake, Bridges, BanD, Lewis, Baker. In the above, how many of the 
families in Virginia and elsewhere may find the names of their an0eatr4.J 

TRB 1Ilm. 
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